This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


lii-iA. 


^  Hen 
28 


py  .  'J' 


Arfi, 


,Al .  ^ui//£i^  ^ 


--'"**'';iftia 


■'■X. 


/n/. 


^ 


^A 


OXi 


id.iv-f 


-y  cr  "t::: 


THE 


WORK  ,S 

«  F 

AUGUSTUS    TOPLADY,  J.B: 

Late  Vicar  of  Broad  Fi^mbury,  Devon, 

I  K:,.  s  i  ,x  ,  y  .a;t:' u  m  e  s. 

-    : '  *  •  '•  o*.  !  '• ""» y 

■■■'■    )     l»TJ— —  — 


y  o  L.    IV. 


J.    O    N    D    O    N: 
PRINTED    for    the    PROPRIETORS, 

AND   SOLD    BY 

W«  Row,  Great  Nfarlborough-ftrcet  5  J.  Pjrfons,  Pater-nofler-row  j  J.  Deighton, 
HolbQi-n;  Herbertt,  Pall-mall  5  J.Mathews,  Strand  i  Vvilion  ni  •  C  ..  Yoik  j 
phorfon,  Berwick  J  Brown,  Brlftilj  Penny,  Exeter;  Cooke,  Oxnrd;  Ni- 
fli^Upny  CambriU^c  }  and  J..  Barker,  RuiTelUcourt,  Dtury-ianc* 

7^1* 


» 


^NEW  YORK 
PUBLIC    V^'^ 

660918 


•  •  •    • 

•  •  •   •    « 
••      •  ••  • 

•  ■     ••  •• 

•  •    • 


SKETCH  of  qONTEfrr^, 

VOL.     IV. 


Page 

COME  account  tf  Mr,  John  Knex,   irattjlaud  from  tht 

Latin  of  Melchior  Adams           -—                                      i  '■  y 

Life  of  Mr.  Fox  the  Martyrbkgift                 — 1 7 

Life  of  Dr.  Jewel,  Bifiop  ofSaliJhury          ■       —                —  34 

Some  account  of  Dr.  Cat  let  on^  Bijhop  ofCbichefitf            *—  55 

"Memoirsof  John  Lord  Harrington,  Baron  of  Exton          ■  60 
Some  account  of  the  life  of  Herman  Witjtus^  D,  D.  tranJUted 
from  the  La^it^  oration,  -  'whkk  Mi^^M^^  delinjered^   hefort 

the  Uni<verJhy*of  Leyden^^  ^f  ^^J  interment                '■  67 

Some  account  of  the  Re^.yLx-AljVi  ^          —                   —  91 
Some  account  of  the  RiyJ,  pr^  Thapaop  Wilfon^  late  Bijhop  of 

Sodor  and  Man       .  ^    -  J  ■■^i-^^ '.   Y                          ■           ■  g8 

S^m€  outlines  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Ifaac  Watts        — •          ■  107 

Some  account  of  Mrs.  EliTMhethRowe             —                —  118 

jin  attempt  towards  a  concife  character  of  the  late  Rev,  Mr, 

Whitj^eld                  -^ .^ 135 

Anecdotes,  Incidents,  and  Hiftoric  Pajfages                    "<    "  140 

Sketch  of  Natural  Hifory,  with  a  feiM  particulars  refpeBing 

birds,  meteors,  fagacity  of  hrutes,  and  the  folarfyjletff      —7  zi\ 

Ohfetpuations  and  refleStions               _                           ■.     .i«  275 

Excellent  pajfages  from  eminent  ferfons                      ■  331 

Chriftianity  renferfed             —                   ■       ■ .                 ■      ■■  478 

A  Jketch  of  modern  female  education             —               — .  47^ 

Important  remarks                    ■■                   •—                —  483 


This  Day  is  PiMJhed, 

BARKER'S  Edition  of 

WATTS' sPSALMS  and  HYMNS, 


A  complete  fmall  Pocket  Edition, 

t 

Elegantly  printed  on  a  fine  thin  Paper,  made  on  Purpofe, 

O  F    THE 

PSALMS     AND     HYMNS 

OF 

ISAAC     WATTS,    D.D, 

A  new  and  very  fmaH  Edition,  little  more  than  half  an  Inch 
thick,  about  four  Inches  and  a  half  long,  and  two  and  a  half 
wide,  neatly  printed  OPj.a.nQw,  Type^  qj^ft^ 911,  Purpofe  by 
Caslon.  The  Paper  is.lftifeSjKi^  Chin,*,^^^  w?5*alfo  made  on 
Purpofe."  'The  Price  of  thi§.cu/ious.E(iitiou.is  38.  6J.  neatly 
bound  in  black  Calf,  gilt  Loltos^  pi'M6rd6co^  gilt  Leaves, 
Back,  &c.  C3.  each.       -       I  *"--:   .X   •':,-*::    : 

The  PSALMS,  or  HY]Vi>JS''may  te  ha'tfTeparate,  in  alj 
Kinds  of  elegant  and  plain  Bindings. 

ALSO, 

An  inferior  Edition,  bound  together.  Price  is.  gd. 
Ditto,  2S. 

L  I  KE  WISE, 

Watts's    Divine  Songs   for   Children,    6d. 

A  neat  Pocket  Edition,  Price  25.  neatly  bound,  of 

YOUNG'S  NIGHT  THOUGHTS-, 

WITH     HIS 

POEM  ON  THE  LAST  DAY. 


London;  Printed  for  J.  Barker,  in  Ruflell-court,  Drury-lane. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


Vol.  IV.  (16.)  B 


BIOGRAPHY. 


'Some  Account  of  Mr.  John  Knox.    Tranjlatedy  chiefly, 
from  the  Latin  (j/'Melchior  Adamus. 

CCOTLAND  had  the  honour  of  producing  this 
^  great  and  eminent  luminary ;  who  became  the 
principal  inftrument,  in  God's  hand,  of  efFefting  the 
reformation  in  that  kingdom,  at  a  time  when  papal 
darknefs,  ignorance,  and  fuperftition,  had  involved 
the  whole  nation  in  (hades  of  deeper  than  Egyptian 
night;  He  was  born  at  Gaffard,  near  Haddington, 
in  the  county  of  Eaft  Lothian,  A.  D.  1505  ^  and 
received  his  academical  education  in  the  univerfity 
of  St.  Andrew's,  under  the  tutorage  of  the  celebrated 
John  Mair,  or  Major :  and  foon  gave  proof  of  the 
aftonifliing  genius,  with  which  Providence  had  en- 
dued him,  by  his  fwift  and  profound  advances  in  all 
*he  walks  of  fcholaftic  fcience.  Havinjj;  mattered 
thefe,  he  ftudied,  with  great  diligence,  the  writings 
of  Auftin,  and  of  Jerom  :  which,  running  in  a  more 
iimple  and  eafy  channel,  moved  him  to  forego  the 
needlefs  intricacies  of  the  philofophic  theology  he  had 
formerly  imbibed  ;  and  to  embrace  that  fimplicity, 
with  which  both  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  were  content, 
and  which  they  commended  to  their  difciples.  He 
foon  perceived,  that  thefe  fcholaftic  niceties,  when 
puflied  to  excefs,  are  direftly  oppofite  to  the  genius 
of  the  gofpel;  and  open  the  way,  not  to  Chriftian 
knowledge,  but  to  the  endlefs  mazes  of  fophiftry 
and  ftrife  of  words. 
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Coming  acquainted  with  the  famoys  Mr.  George 
Wifliart  (afterwards  martyred  for  the  Protcftant 
faith),  it  pleafed  God  fo  to  blefe  the  converfation  of 
that  holy  man  to  Mr,  Knox,  that  it  iffued  in  the 
efFeftual  converlSon  of  the  latter :  who,  being  very 
honeft,  and  very  courageous,  publiflied  a  comeffion 
of  his  faith,  at  Edmbyrgh^  in  which  he  boldly  and 
clearly  avowed  the  bluffed  principles  of  |he  reforma- 
tion. The  Romifti  bifliops  and  clergy,  alarmed  at 
the  open  defedlion  of  fo  eminent  a  man,  and  who 
had  taken  prieft*s  orders  in  their  Church  but  a  few 
years  before,  endeavoured,  firft,  to  fupprefs  his 
book,  and  then  to  feize  the  author  himfelf.  He 
was  accordingly  apprehended,  and  condemned  to 
fufFer  death  :  but,  by  the  good  providence  of  God, 
being  fet  at  liberty,  he  left  his  native  country,  and 
retired  to  Berwick,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to 
Newcaftle,  and  then  to  Warwick  j  in  all  which 
places,  he  preached  the  gofpel,  in  its  purity^  with 
great  zeal  and  unremitting  labour,  and  with  fuccefs 
eqyal  to  both  ;  fo  that  his  name  now  became  moVe 
public  and  diffufed  than  ever. 

Edward  VI.  was  then  king  of  England.  The 
fame  of  Mr.  Knox  foon  reached  the  e^rs  of  that 
excellent  prince ;  who  (hewed  him  no  fqiall  favour 
and  encouragement.  His  majefty  firft  made  him 
his  own  ghaplain,  and  then  Jicenfed  him  as  one  of 
the  fix  itinerant  minifters,  who  were  empowered  to 
preach  the  gofpel  in  all  places  throughout  the  king-f 
dom.  In  procefs  of  time  Edward  offered  him  a 
biftioprick  ^  which,  however,  Mr.  Knox  declined  to 
accept. 

That  hopeful  and  pious  king  dying,  A.  D.  I553> 
his  fitter  Mary  fucceeded  to  the  crown,  whereby  the 
reformation,  here,  bade  fair  for  being  extingyifhed, 
almoft  as  foon  as  lighted  :  many  great  and  learned 
men,  as  well  as  others,  being  put  to  death  i  and 
thofe,  who  could,  fecuring  their  lives  by  voluntary 
b.3nifliiTient.     ^^ong  the  latter,  Knox  was  one; 

who! 
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who  (led,  firft,  to  Fraticfort^  and  from  thence  to 
Geneva,  the  common  afylum  cf  diftrefled  Chriftians. 
There  he  enjoyed  the  intimacy  of  Calvin,  and  fpent 
his  time  chiefly  in  preaching,  and  comforting  the 
afflicted  exiles. 

A.  D.  1559,  he  returned  into  his  own  country: 
where  he  again  preached  the  truth,  with  incredible 
power,  and  fuccefs.  Although  the  French  faftion 
was  at  that  time  very  powerful  in  Scotland,  and  the 
Devil's  erpiflaries  ftrove  hard  to  ruin  the  Proteftant 
intereft  in  that  kingdom ;  yet  Knox  continued  refo* 
lute,  laborious,  and  undaunted,  as  ever ;  folidly  and 
unanfwerably,  both  by  his  writings  and  from  the 
pulpit,  afferting,  that  Chrift  alone  is  the  foundation 
of  our  acceptance  with  God,  and  his  obedience  the 
only  meritorious  caufe  of  our  juftification.  But  as 
our  Lord  himfelf  and  his  apoftles  underwent  hatred^ 
baniQiment,  and  perfecution  \  lb  was  Knox  obliged 
to  leave  Edinburgh,  and  repair  to  St.  Andrew's  : 
whither  when  he  came,  he  met  \yith  many  ad- 
verfaries. 

About  this  time,  viz.  in  the  year  1572,  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  fuch  a  fcene  opened  m  France, 
as  fcarce  any  hiftory  can  parallel :  I  mean  the  maf- 
facre  at  Paris;  where,  beginning  with  adniiral 
Coligni,  it  fo  raged  againft  all  who  held  the  truth, 
without  regard  to  age,  fex,  or  quality,  that  it  was 
truly  faid,  there  was  more  blood  than  wine  fpilt  at 
that  Thyeftsean  marriage. 

This  dreadful  flaughter  gave  the  deepeft  concern 
to  Mr,  Knox,  as  it  did  every  where  to  all  lovers  of 
the  gofpel ;  and  added  frefh  weight  to  his  former 
forrows.  But,  (hortly  after,  matters  taking  a  more 
favourable  turn  in  Edinburgh,  many,  who  had  been 
banilhed  thence,  returned :  and,  among  the  reft, 
Knox  was  inyited  back,  by  letters  from  the  parlia- 
ment. Thither,  therefore,  he  came,  accompanied 
by  a  great  number  of  godly  and  learned  men ;  and 
l)ad  not  {?isen  there  long,  l^efore  he  ent^ered  on  his 
B  %  minifterial 
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minifterial  office,  and  preached  publicly  to  the 
people.  But,  as  his  voice  was  rather  low  and  weak^ 
he  could  not  be  well  heard  by  the  prodigious  multi- 
tudes that  attended.  On  which,  he  befought  the 
parliament,  to  furnifli  him  with  a  place  more  com- 
modious :  which  being  granted,  he  preached  fome 
fermons  to  the  people  on  the  fufFerings  of  Chrift, 
from  the  26th  of  Matthew ;  often  befeeching  God, 
to  take  him  home,  while  he  was  in  that  exercife. 

Still  continuing  unable  to  fupply  the  cure  of  fo 
large  a  church,  efpecially  as  his  body  was  much 
weakened  and  emaciated  by  ftudy  and  fatigue,  and 
the  hardfliips  he  had  formerly  undergone  \  leave  was 
given  to  the  people  of  Edinburgh,  to  chufe  him 
(uch  an  affiftant,  as  Knox  and  they  (hould  deem 
moft  capable  and  worthy,  and  to  prefent  him,  when 
chofen,  to  the  ecclefiaftical  fynod,  for  their  appro- 
bation and  licence.  By  common  coufent,  Mr.  James 
Lufon,  of  the  univerfity  of  Aberdeen,  was  the  per- 
fon  pitched  upon ;  and  he  was  accordingly  invited 
by  letters  from  the  city,  and  from  Mr.  Knox  :  who, 
perceiving  in  himfelf  that  the  time  of  his  departure 
was  at  hand,  among  many  arguments  he  made  ufe 
of  to  quicken  Lufon's  pace,  faid,  in  the  poftfcript  of 
one  of  his  letters ;  "  Make  hafte,  my  brother  :  elfe 
you  will  come  too  late,  to  fee  me  alive." 

The  good  maa  being  arrived  at  Edinburgh,  and 
having  preached  feveral  times  in  public,  was,  on  the 
5th  of  November,  1572,  declared,  by  Knox,  to  be 
paftor  of  that  church.  In  that  aflembly,  Knox  took 
occafion  of  preaching  his  laft  fermon,  and  of  telling 
the  people  how  many  and  great  things  God  had 
done  for  him,  and  what  deliverances  he  had  wrought 
in  his  behalf;  and  likewife  reminded  them,  with 
how  much  diligence  and  faithfulnefs  he  had  preached 
the  gofpel  to  them  :  and  congratulated  the  Church 
of  Edinburgh  en  the  favour  God  fhewed  them,  by 
<ieputirig  fo  able  a  minifter  to  fucceed  him ;  adding, 
at  the  fame  time,  moft  fervent  prayers  for  the  tem- 
poral 
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poral  and  fpiritual  profperity  both  of  hinl,  and 
them  :  wifliing  them  an  abundant  increafe  of  grace, 
and  a  continual  fupply  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  In  con-* 
clufion,  he  bleffed  the  people,  with  greater  livelinefi 
than  he  had  ever  done  before ;  i.  e.  with  a  more 
chearful  mind,  though  with  a  very  feeble  body.— • 
Then  he  walked  home,  leaning  on  his.ftick,  and 
accompanied  by  the  greater  part  of  the  congregation. 
Thus  he  returned  to  his  houfe,  out  of  which  he  ne- 
ver after  came  alive. 

The  next  day,  he  was  feized  with  a  violent  cough; 
breathing,  continually,  with  more  and  more  diffi- 
culty, until  he  breathed  his  laft.  When  his  friends 
advifed  him  to  fend  for  fome  phyficians,  he  fmiling- 
ly  confented :  faying,  "  I  would  not  either  defpite, 
or  negled:,  ordinary  means ;  but  of  this  I  am  cer- 
tain, that  God  will  Ihortly  put  an  end  to  my 
warfare  below." 

The  day  after,  he  ordered  his  fervants  to  be  paid 
their  wages  ;  whom,  at  the  fame  time,  he  earneftly 
exhorted,  "  to  walk  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  ;  and  to 
live  fo,  as  became  Chriftians  educated  in  that  fa- 
mily." His  diforder  growing  worfe  and  worfe,  he 
was  forced  to  pretermit  his  ordinary  method  of  read- 
ing ;  which  ufed  to  be,  every  day,  fome  chapters  of 
the  New  Teftament,  and  in  the  Old,  particularly 
the  Pfalmsi  and  fome  ufeful  portion  of  ecclefiafti- 
cal  hiftory.  In  the  mean  while,  he  requefted  his 
wife  (Margaret  Stewart,  a  devout  woman,  and  a 
moft  afFeftionate  partner  of  his  faith  and  cares),  and 
Richard  Ballantine.  his  fervant,  who  was  always  very 
dear  to  him  for  his  remarkable  piety,  that  they 
would  take  care  to  read  to  him,  every  day  while  he 
lived,  the  17th  chapter  of  St.  John's  Gofpel,  one  or 
other  of  the  chapters  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  Ephefians, 
and  the  53d  chapter  of  Ifaiah :  which  injunftion 
they  never  once  omitted. 

He  was  always  peculiarly  fond  of  the  book  of 

Pfalms,  God  having  greatly  bleffed  them  to  his  foul. 
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With  feme  fcleft  portions  of  thofe  admirable  com- 
pofitions,  he  was  much  comforted  in  life,  and 
ftrengthened  in  death. 

The  day  following,  he  rofe  from  his  bed  by  fevea 
o*clock ;  and  being  aiked,  "  Why,  when  he  was  fo 
weak  and  fick^  he  would  not  rather  chufe  to  reft 
himfelf  ?'*  He  anfwered,  "  I  have  been  this  whole 
night  taken  up  with  the  meditation  of  the  refurrec- 
tion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  my  Lord ;  and  would  with  joy 
get  into  the  pulpit,  that  I  might  communicate,  to 
others,  the  comfort  I  have  inwardly  enjoyed  from 
reflefting  on  that  bleffed  lubjeft."  So  intent  was 
he  on  the  work  of  the  Lord,  even  to  his  laft  breath ; 
and  when,  tor  want  of  ftrength,  he  could  fcarce  be 
lifted  out  of  bed  by  the  affiftance  of  two  fervants  ! 

A  few  days  after,  he  fent  for  all  the  minifters  of 
the  feveral  churches  in  Edinburgh,  to  whom,  being 
affembled  round  his  bed,  he  thus  addreffed  himfelf : 
^*  That  day  is  now  at  hand,  which  I  have  fo  often 
and  intenfely  longed  for  :  in  which,  having  finiftied 
my  labours,  and  gone  through  my  various  forrows„ 
I  (hall  be  diflblved,  and  be  with  Chrift.  And  I  ap- 
peal to  God,  whom  I  have  ferved  in  the  fpirit  in  the 
gofpel  of  his  Son, .  that  I  have  taught  nothing  but 
the  true  ^nd  folid  doArines  of  his  word :  having 
made  this  my  main  view,  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  my  miniftry,  to  inftrud:  the  ignorant  j  to  edify 
and  comfort  believers ;  lift  up  and  confirm,  with  the 
promifes  of  grace,  thofe  who  were  weak,  fearful,  and 
doubting,  through  the  fear  of  wrath  and  confciouf- 
nefs  of  fin ;  and  to  beat  down  haughty  rebellious 
finners,  with  the  threatenings  and  terrors  of  the 
Lord.  And  although  many  have  frequently  com- 
plained of  my  harfhnefs  in  preaching,  yet,  God 
knows,  that  I  did  not  thus  deal  out  thunders  and 
feverity,  from  hatred  to  the  perfons  of  any  :  though 
this  I  will  acknowledge,  that  the  fins,  in  which  they 
indulge  themfelves,  were  the  objefts  of  my  keeneft 
hatred  and  refentment  5  and,  in  my  whole  miniftry, 

this 


Life  of  Mr,  John  Knox.  t  j 

tiiis  was  my  finglc  aim,  if  I  might  by  any  mcawj 
gain  over  their  fouls  to  the  Lord.  My  motive,  for 
fpeaking  freely  and  plainly,  whatever  the  Lord  gave 
me  to  fay,  without  refped:  of  perfons,  was  notning 
but  reverence  to  that  God,  who  called  me  by  his 
grace,  and  made  me  the  difpenfer  of  his  divine 
myfteries ;  before  whofe  tribunal  I  knew  I  muft  one 
day  ftand,  to  give  account  for  my  difcharge  of  that 
^mbaffy  and  commifSon  wherewith  he  had  invefted 
me.  Wherefore  1  profefs,  before  God  and  his  holy 
angels,  that  I  have  never  knowingly  adulterated  his 
facred  word,  held  back  any  of  his  counfel  from  my 
people,  ftudied  to  pleafe  men,  or  given  way  to  my 
own  or  other's  corrupt  afFeftions  or  fecular  intereli ; 
but  have  faithfully  expended  the  talents  committed 
to  me,  for  the  good  of  the  Church  over  whom  I  was 
in  the  Lord.  To  the  truth  of  this,  my  confcience 
beareth  teftimony,  which  is  a  comfort  to  me,  not- 
withftanding  the  various  flanders  which  fome  have 
made  it  their  bufinefs  to  caft  upon  me.  And  do  ve, . 
my  deareft  brethren  in  the  faith  and  labour  of  Jems, 
perfift  in  the  everlafting  truths  of  his  gofpel :  look 
diligently  to  the  flocks,  with  whofe  overfight  God 
hath  intrufted  you ;  and  which  he  hath  redeemed  to 
himfelf  by  the  blood  of  his  Son.  And  do  you,  my 
brother  Lufon,  fight  the  good  fight,  and  finilh  ttit 
work  of  God,  to  which  you  are  called,  with  alacrity 
and  faithfulnefs.  May  God  fhower  down  his 
bleffing  from  on  high,  upon  you  and  your  feveral 
charges  in  this  city  !  which,  fo  long  as  they  continue 
to  hold  faft  thofe  doftrines  of  truth,  which  they 
have  heard  of  me,  the  gates  of  hell  (hall  iicvcx  be 
able  to  prevail  againft.  And  beware  of  thofe,  who 
have  not  only  oppofed  the  royal  government^  but 
even  forfaken  the  truth  which  they  once  profeffed  : 
againft  whom  I  denounce,  that,  uniefs  they  fincerely 
repent,  and  return  to  the  good  way  which  they  havtJ 
left,  they  (hall  one  day  miferably  perifli  in  foul  and 
body,   I  would  fay  more,  but  cannot,  as  I  am  fcarce 
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able  to  draw  my  breath."  With  thefe  words  her 
difmiffed  them  :  and  afterwards  fpoke  in  private  to 
thofe  who  attended  him,  to  admonifli  one  Grange, 
on  whom  that  judgement  afterwards  fell,  which 
Knox  had  predided.  He  was  then  vifited  by  the 
chief  nobility  of  the  town,  among  whom  was  Lord 
Morton,  aftei-wards  viceroy  of  the  kingdom,  as  alfo 
by  fome  godly  ladies  of  the  firft  quality  :  none  of 
whom  he  fufFered  to  depart,  without  a  word  of  com- 
fort or  exhortation,  as  their  feparate  cafes  required. 

Perceiving  death  to  approach  nearer  and  nearer, 
he  gave  orders  for  his  coffin  to  be  made :  after 
which,  he  burft  forth  to  this  effeft  :  "  Lord  Jefus, 
fweeteft  Saviour,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my 
fpirit.  Look,  Ibefeech  thee,  with  favour,  upon  this 
Church  which  thou  haft  redeemed,  and  reftore  peace 
to  this  afflidted  commonwealth.  Raife  up  paftors 
after  thine  own  heart,  who  may  take  care  of  thy 
Church ;  and  grant  that  we  may  learn,  as  well  from 
the  bleffings  as  from  the  chaftifements  of  thy  provi- 
dence, to  abhor  fin,  and  love  thee  with  full  purpofc 
of  heart."  Then,  turning  to  thofe  about  him,  he 
faid,  "  O  wait  on  the  Lord  with  fear,  and  death  will 
not  be  terrible :  yea,  bleffed  and  holy  will  their  death 
be,  who  are  interefted  in  the  death  of  the  Son  of 
God."  Being  afked,  by  an  intimate  friend,  "  whe- 
ther he  felt  much  pain?"  he  replied,  "  I  cannot 
look  upon  that  as  pain  which  brings  on  the  end  of 
mortality  and  trouble,  and  is  the  beginning  of  life.*'* 
Having  then  ordered  thofe  paffages  of  Scripture, 
abovementioned,  to  be  diftindly  read  to  him,  he 
repeated  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  the  Apoftles*  Creed ; 
enlarging,  as  he  went  on,  moft  fweetly  and  fpiri- 
tually,  upon  each  of  the  feparate  petitions  and  arti- 
cles, to  the  great  comfort  and  edification  of  them 
that  were  by.  Afterwards,  lifting  up  his  hands  to- 
wards heaven,  he  cried  out,  "  To  thee,  Lord,  do  I 
commit  myfelf.  Thou  knoweft  how  intenfe  my 
pains  are,  but  I  do  not  complain :  yea,   Lord,  if 
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fuch  be  thy  will  concerning  me,  I  could  be  content 
to  bear  thefe  pains  for  many  years  together  :  only  do 
thou  continue  to  enlighten  my  mind  through  Chrift 
Jefus."  He  pafled  that  night  with  more  eafe  and 
complacency,  than  ufual :  the  1 5th  chapter  of  i  Cor. 
being  frequently  read  to  him,  at  his  own  defire  : 
which  being  done,  he  would  cry  out,  "  O  what 
fweet  and  heavenly  confolations  does  my  Lord  afford 
me,  from  this  bleffcd  chapter !"  But,  when  one  of 
his  eyes  grew  blind,  and  his  fpeech  began  to  ifail,  he 
cried,  faintly,  "  Turn  to  the  1 7th  of  St.  John,  and 
read  it  carefully ;  for  there  I  have  caft  my  anchor." 
When  that  was  rdad,  he  refted  a  little :  but  fobn  be- 
gan to  utter  very  heavy  groans  and  deep  fighs ; 
fo  that  the  by-ftanders  plainly  perceived,  he  was' 
grappling  with  fome  very  great  temptation.  There 
xvere,  at  this  time,  prefent  in  the  room,  one  John 
Johnfon,  a  holy  man,  and  Robert  Campbell,  a  great 
friend  to  the  gofpel,  Mrs.  Knox,  and  others  ;  who, 
obferving  his  agonies,  thought  him  to  be  in  the 
pains  of  death.  At  length,  however,  contrary  to 
their  expeftation,  he  recovered,  like  one  awaked 
from  ileep  :  and,  being  aiked  how  he  did,  anfwered, 
"  Many  have  been  my  conflifts  with  Satan,  in  the 
courfe  of  my  frail  life,  and  many  the  affaults  which 
I  have  fuftained  :  but  that  roaring  lion  never  befet 
me,  fo  furioufly  and  forcibly,  as  now.  Often  has  he 
fat  my  fins  in  array  before  me ;  often  has  he  tempt- 
ed me  to  defpair,  and  often  ftrove  to  enfnare  mc 
with  the  enticements  of  the  world  :  but,  I  being  en- 
abled to  hew  his  fnares  in  pieces  with  the  fword  of 
the  fpirit,  which  is  the  word  of  God,  he  was  not  able 
to  prevail  againft  me.  But  now  he  has  found  out  a 
new  way.  That  crafty  ferpent  has  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  me,  that,  becaufe  I  have  faithfully  and 
fuccefsfuUy  difcharged  my  minifterial  office,  I  am 
on  that  account  deferving  of  eternal  life  and  an  hap- 
py immortality.  But  God  was  pleafed  to  make  me 
triumphant  over  this  temptation  alfo,  by  powerfully 
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fu^efting  to  my  memory  tbofe  texts,  What  haft 
tbou,  that  thou  didft  not  receive?  And,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  I  am  what  I  am  :  and.  Not  I,  but 
the  grace  of  God  which  was  with  me  :  and  others, 
with  which  I  foiled  the  enemy,  and  quenched  his  fiery 
darts.  \  thank  my  God,  therefore,  through  Chrift, 
who  h^s  vouchfafed  me  the  viftory ;  and  I  have  a 
certain  perfuafion  in  my  own  breaft,  that  Satan  (hall 
not  be  permitted  to  return,  or  moleft  me  any  more, 
in  my  paflage  to  glory  :  but  that  I  fliall,  without 
any  pain  or  body,  or  agony  of  foul,  fweetly  and 
peacefully  exchange  this  wretched  life  for  that  blefled 
and  immortal  one,  which  is  through  Chrift  Jefus/* 
Then  evening  prayers  were  faid ;  and  being  aiked, 
whether  he  could  hear  them  diftinftly  ?  he  anfwered, 
^*  Would  to  God  you  all  heard  with  fuch  e»rs,  and 
perceived  with  the  fame  mind,  as  I  am  enabled  to 
do!  And  now.  Lord  Jefus,  receive  my  fpirit." 
Whereupon  certain  fymptoms  of  immediate  death 
appearing,  he  was  defired  to  give  fome  fign,  whereby 
they  might  know,  that  he  died  in  the  ftedfaft  belief 
and  enjoyment  of  thofe  gofpel-truths,  which  he  had 
taught  when  living ;  and,  likewife,  of  his  comfort- 
able affurance  of  a  blifsful  immortality  through 
Chrift.  On  which,  as  if  he  had  received  frefti 
ftrength,  he  triumphantly  lifted  up  his  hand  toward 
heaven,  and  continued  waving  it,  for  a  confiderable 
time ;  and  then  quietly  departed  to  the  reft  which 
remaineth  for  the  people  of  God,  on  Nov.  24, 1572, 
about  ekven  9'clP(^.]l^  ^t  i^iight. 
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OF 

Mr.  tOX,  THE  MARtYROLOGIST. 

VJ^R.  John  Fox  was  born  at  Bofton,  in  Lincoln- 
^^^  (hire,  A.  D.  1517;  the  very  year^  when  Lu- 
ther began  the  Reformation,  in  Germany. 

His  fether  died  when  he  was  very  youiig ;  and,  his 
mother  marrying  again,  he  came  under  the  tutelage 
of  a  father-in-law :  with  whom  he  dwelt,  until  the 
age  of  fixteen,  at  which  tinae  he  was  entered  of  Bra- 
fen-Nofe  College,  Oxford^  and  was  chamber*fellow 
with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Alexander  Nowel,  after* 
wards  dean  of  St.  Paul's.  Mr.  Fox  plied  his  aca- 
demical ftudies,  with  equal  afliduity,  improveinent, 
and  applaufe.  In  1538,  he  took  the  degree  of 
Pachelor  in  Arts;  and  that  of  Matter,  in  1543- 
Tlie  fame  year,  he  was  eleded  Fellow  of  Magdalen 
College. 

When  he  firft  removed  to  the  Univerfity,  and  for 
fome  time  after,  he  was  ftrongly  attached  to  •  the 
herefies  and  fuperftitions  of  Popery.  To  his  zeal 
for  thefe,  he  added  a  life  ftridly  regular  and  moral : 
iand,  laughing  at  the  idea  of  juftification  by  faith  in 
the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  thought  him- 
felf  fufficiently  fafe  in  the  imaginary  merit  of  his  own 
felf-denial,  penances,  alms-deeds  and  compliances 
with  the  rites  of  the  Church. 

But  he  was  a  chofen  veflel ;  and,  tl>erefore,  divine 
grace  would  not  let  him  remain  a  pharifee.  Through 
the  effeftual  breathings  of  God's  holy  fpirit^  bis  ftu- 
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dies  were  over-ruled,  not  only  to  the  abundant  ad- 
vantage of  pofterity  at  large  \  but,  alfo,  to  the  end- 
lefs  benefit  of  his  own  foul  in  particular.  His  in- 
defatigable and  profound  refearches,  into  ecclefiafti- 
cal  hiftory,  and  the  \yritings  of  the  primitive  fathers ; 
and,  above  all,  his  thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
Holy  Scripture,  in  its  original  languages;  became 
the  means  of  convincing  him,  to  what  an  immenfe 
diftance  the  Romilh  Church  has  departed,  from  the 
faith,  pradtice,  and  fpirit,  of  Chriftianity. 

In  order  to  make  himfelf  a  yet  more  competent 
judge  of  the  controverfies,  then  in  debate  between 
Proteftants  and  Papifts,  he  fearched,  with  indefa- 
tigable affiduity,  into  the  antient  and  modern  hiftory 
ot  the  Church.  Here  he  learnt,  at  what  periods, 
and  by  what  means,  the  religion  of  Chrift  flourifh- 
ed ;  and  by  what  errors  it  began  to  decline.  He 
confidered  the  caufes,  and  weighed  the  importance, 
of  thofe  various  diffentions,  which  had,  from  time 
to  time,  obtained  in  the  profeflGing  world :  and 
quickly  perceived,  that,  in  every  age,  the  miftakes, 
follies,  and  vices  of  mankind,  are  more  fimilar,  in 
their  nature,  operations,  and  effefts,  than  is  gene- 
rally imagined.  What  is  the  far  greater  part  or  civil 
and  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  but  a  regifter  of  the  weak- 
nefs  and  wickednefs  which  divide  almoft  the  whole 
human  race  between  them  ? 

With  fuch  zeal  and  induftry  did  Mr.  Fox  apply 
himfelf  to  thefe  inquiries,  that,  before  he  was 
thirty  years  of  age,  he  had  read  over  all  the  Greek 
and  all  the  Latin  fathers ;  all  the  fcholaftic  writers ; 
,  together  with  the  afts  of  all  the  councils :  and, 
moreover,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  Hebrew 
language.  But,  from  this  ftrift  and  fevere  applica- 
tion, by  night  as  well  as  by  day ;  from  forfaking  his 
old  Popiflx  friends,  and  courting  the  moft  fequefter- 
ed  retirement;  from  the  dubious  and  hefitating 
manner,  in  which,  when  he  could  not  avoid  being 
in  company,  he  fpoke  of  religious'  fubjeds;    and, 

above 
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above  all,  from  his  fparing  attendance  on  the  pub- 
lic worfhip  of  the  Church,  which  he  had,  before, 
been  remarkable  for  ftriftly  and  conftantly  fre- 
quenting ;  arofe  the  firft  furmifes  of  his  being  aliena- 
ted from  the  reigning  fuperftitions,  and  infefted 
with  (what  the  bigotted  Romanifts  had  either  the 
ignorance,  or  the  infolence,  to  term)  the  "new 
herefies." 

Thus,  even  the  humble  and  benevolent  Mr.  Fox 
was  not  without  his  enemies ;  who  narrowly  watched 
his  conduft,  and  waited  for  an  opportunity  to  injure 
him.  His  Angular  opennefs  and  fincerity  did  not 
long  leave  them  at  a  lofs  for  ways  or  means.  Snares 
were  laid  for  him,  and  his  generous  honefty  betray- 
ed him  into  them.  A  moderate  portion  of  diflimu- 
lation  (commonly  called,  prudence  and  circumfpec- 
tion)  would,  perhaps,  have  fecurcd  him,  a  while, 
from  the  machinations  of  his  adverfaries.  But  he 
chofe  rather  to  fuffer  affliction,  with  the  people,  and 
for  the  caufe,  of  God ;  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of 
fin,  for  a  feafon :  mindful  of  that  decifive  and  alarm- 
ing declaration,  Whofoever  is  afhamed  of  me,  and 
of  my  words,  in  this  adulterous  and  finful  genera- 
tion, of  him  fhall  the  Son  of  Man  be  afliamed, 
when  he  cometh  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with  his 
holy  angels.  Through  grace,  our  author  deter- 
mined to  venture  the  lofs  of  all  things,  for  Chrift's 
fake:  in  confequence  of  which,  he  openly  profefTed 
the  gofpel,  and  was  publicly  accufed  of  herefy.  His 
college  pafTed  judgment  on  him,  as  an  heretic  con- 
vifted  ;  and,  prefently  after,  he  faw  himfelf  expelled 
from  the  UniverCty.  His  enemies  maintained,  that 
Jhe  was  favourably  dealt  with  by  that  fentence ;  and 
might  think  himfelf  happily  off,  to  incur  expulfion, 
juiftead  of  death. 

Mr.  Fo5^'s  troubles  fat  the   heavier  on  him,  as 
they  loft  him  the  countenance  and  good  offices  of 
his  friends,  who  were  afraid  to  affift  and  proteft  a 
pprfon  condemijied  for  a  capital  offence.    His  father- 
in-law. 
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in-law,  partictilarly,  ftized  this  opportunity  to  with* 
hold  from  Mr.  Fox  the  eftate  which  his  own  father 
had  left  him  :  thinking,  that  he,  who  flood  in  danger 
of  the  law  himfelf,  would  with  difficulty  find  relief 
by  legal  methods. 

Being  thus  forfaken  and  oppreffed,  he  was  re- 
duced to  great  ftraights  :  when  God  raifed  him  up 
an  unexpefted  patron  in  Sir  Thomas  Lucy,  of  War- 
wicklhire;  who  received  him  into  his  houfe,  and 
made  him  tutor  to  his  children.  Hefe  he  married  a 
citizen*s  daughter,  of  Coventry ;  and  continued  in 
Sir  Thomas's  family,  until  his  pupils  were  grown  up : 
after  which,  he,  with  fome  difficulty,  procured  en- 
tertainment with  bis  wife's  father,  at  Coventry; 
from  whence,  a  few  years  before  the  death  of  Henry 
VlII,  he  remox'ed  to  London. 

For  a  confiderable  time  after  his  arrival  in  the 
capital,  being  without  employment  or  preferment, 
he  was  again  reduced  to  extreme  want.  But  the 
Lord's  good  providence  relieved  him,  at  length,  in 
the  following  extraordinary  manner.  As  he  was  fit- 
ting, one  day,  in  St.  Paul's  church,  his  eyes  hollow, 
his  countenance  wan  and  pale,  and  his  whole  body 
emaciated  (or,  rather,  within  a  little  of  being  lite- 
Tally  ftarved  to  death)  5  a  perfon,  whom  he  never  re- 
membered to  have  feen  before,  came  and  fat  down 
by  him  :  and  accofting  him  familiarly,  put  a  refpeft- 
able  fum  of  money  into  his  hand,  faying.  Be  of  good 
comfort,  Mr.  Fox;  take  care  of  yourfelf,  and  ufe  all 
means  to  preferve  your  life :  for,  depend  upon  it, 
'God  will,  in  a  few  days,  give  you  a  better  profpeft, 
find  mdre  certain  means  of  fubfiftence.  He,  after- 
wards, ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours,  to  find  out  the 
perfon,  by  whofe  bounty  he  had  been  fo  feafonably 
relieved :  but  he  was  never  able  to  gain  any  dif- 
covery.  However,  the  prediftion  was  fulfilled : 
for,  within  three  days  from  that  memorable  incident, 
he  was  taken  into  the  duchefs  of  Richmond's  family, 
to  be  tutor  to  her  nephew  the  earl  of  Surrey's  chil- 
dren. 
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'^dren,  who  (on  the  imprifonment  of  the  earl,  and  of 
his  father  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  in  the  tower)  were 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  duchcfs  for  education. 
Mr.  Fox  lived  with  this  family,  at  Ryegate,  in 
Surrey,  during  the  latter  part  of  Henry  VIIFs  reign, 
the  five  years'  reign  of  king  Edward  VI,  and  part  of 
queen  Mary's.  Gardiner,  the  bloody  bifhop  of 
Winchefter,  in  whofe  diocefe  this  good  nlan  fo  long 
lived,  would  have  foon  brought  him  to  the  (ham- 
bles,  had  he  not  been  protected  by  one  of  his  noble 
pupils,  then  duke  of  Norfolk.  Gardiner  always 
hated  Mr.  Fox' (who,  it  is  faid,  was  the  firft  perfon 
that  ventured  to  preach  the  gofpel  at  Ryegate) ;  and 
faw,  with  deep  concern,  the  heir,  of  one  of  the 
nobleft  families  in  the  kingdom,  trained  up  in  at- 
tachment to  Proteftantifm,  under  Mr.  Fox's  influ- 
ence. The  prelate,  therefore,  formed  various  de- 
figns  againft  the  fafety  of  the  latter ;  and  fought, 
by  many  artifices  and  ftratagems,  to  work  his  ruin. 
The  holy  man,  who  was  no  lefs  fufpicious  of  the 
bifhop,  than  the  bifliop  was  of  him,  found  himfelf 
obliged  in  prudence  (though  much  againft  the  duke's 
inclination,  who  loved  and  revered  him  as  a  father) 
to  quit  his  native  land,  and  feek  ftielter  abroad. 
His  grace  of  Norfolk,  perceiving  that  no  argument^ 
nor  intreaties  could  induce  his  honoured  tutor  to 
remain  in  England,  took  care  to  provide  him  with 
every  accommodation,  reculfite  for  his  voyage.  Mr. 
Fox,  accordingly,  fet  fail  from  Ipfwich  haven :  ac- 
companied by  his  wife,  who  was  then  pregnant ;  and ' 
by  feveral  other  perfons,  who  were  lea.ving  their 
country  on  a  religious  account.  The  veflel  had  not 
been  very  long  at  fea,  ere  a  ftorm  arofe;  which,  the 
next  day,  drove  them  back,  into  the  port  from  whence 
they  had  fet  out.  Having,  with  great  difficulty, 
and  danger,  reached  the  land,  Mr.  Fox  was  faluted 
with  indubitable  information,  that  bifhop -Gardiner 
had  iffucd  a  warrant  for  apprehending  him,  and  was 
caufing  the  moft  diligent  fearch  to  be  made  after 
Voi^.IV.  (i6.)  C  him.. 
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him.  On  this,  he  made  intereft.  with  the  mafter  of 
the  ihip  to  put  to  fea  again,  without  delay ;  though 
at  evident  hazard  of  their  lives,  as  the  tempeft  had 
not  yet  fubfided.  Through  God's  goodneft,  how- 
ever, they  all  arrived,  in  two  days,  at  Nieuport  in 
Flanders :  from  whence  Mr.  Fox  and  his  company 
travelled  to  Antwerp,  and  Franckford ;  and  fo  to 
Bafil,  in  Switzerland,  whither  great  numbers  of  the 
En^lifti  reforted  in  thofe  times  of  domeftic  perfe- 
cution. 

The  fcity  of  Bafil  was  then  one  of  the  moft  famous 
in  Europe,  for  printing :  and  many  of  the  learned 
refugees,  who  retired  thither,  got  their  fubfift- 
ence  by  revifing  and  correcting  the  prefs.  To  this 
employment,  Mr.  Fox  betook  himfelf ;  and  it  was 
here,  that  he  laid  the  firft  plan  of  his  ineftimable 
hiftory  and  martyrology,  intitled,  Afts  and  Monu- 
ments of  the  Church. 

Queen  Mary  the  bloody  died  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, 1558.  And,  the  day  before  fhe  died  in 
England,  Mr.  Fox,  in  a  fermon  then  preached  by 
him  at  Bafil,  publicly  and  pofitively  predicted,  that 
the  day  then  next  enfuing  would  be  thelaft  of  her 
life.  An  event,  fo  circumftantially  foretold,  by  pne 
at  fuch'a  diftance  from  the  place  of  Mary's  refidence  ; 
and  fo  punctually  accompli (hed,  by  the  hand  of 
divine  Providence ;  could  only  be  made  known  to 
the  prediftor,  by  revelation  from  God. 

Elizabeth's  acceflion  encouraged  Mr.  Fox  to  re- 
turn home :  where,  on  his  arrival,  he  ftill  found  a 
faithful  and  ferviceable  friend,  in  his  late  pupil,  the 
duke  of  Norfolk  ;  who  hofpitably  and  nobly  enter- 
tained him,  ^  his  manor  of  Chrift  Church,  in  Lon- 
don, until -his  [i,  e.  until  the  duke's]  death  :  front 
which  latter  •  period,  Mr.  Fox  inherited  a  penfion, 
bequeathed  to  him  by  his  deceafed  bencfaftor,  and 
ratified  by  his  fon  the  earl  of  Suffolk. 

Nor  did  the  good  man's  fuccefles  flop  here.  On 
being  xecommended  to  the  queen^  by  her  fecretary  of 

ftate. 
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ftate,  the  great  Cecil ;  her  majefty  gave  him  the 
prebendary  of  Shipton,  in  the  cathedral  of  Salifbury : 
which  was,  in  a  manner,  forced  upon  him;  for  he 
brought  himfelf  with  difficulty  to  accept  of  it.  The 
truth  is,  that,  wife  and  holy  and  learned  as  Mr.  Fox 
ijnqueftionably  was,  he  entertained  fome  needlefs 
doubts^  concerning  the  lawfolnefs  of  fubfcribing  to 
the  ecclefiaftical  canons :.  a  requifltion,  which,  in  his 
idea,  he  confidered  as  ian  infringement  of  Proteftant 
liberty.  Through  this  extreme  fcrupuloufnefs,  he 
excluded  himfelf  from  rifing  to  thofe  dignities  and 
promotions  in  the  Church,  to  which  his  uncommon 
merit,  as  a  fcholar  and  a  divine,  eminently  entitled 
him :  and  to  which  he  would  moft  certainly  have 
rifen,  but  for  the  caufe  now  affigned.  His  friends 
were  many,  great,  and  powerful ;  as  Sir  Francis 
Walfingham,  Sir  Francis  Drake,  Sir  Thomas  Gre- 
fliam.  Sir  Drue  Drury,  archbifliop  Grindal,  bifhop 
Aylmer,  bifliop  Parkhurft,  &c :  who  would  have 
been  the  inftruments  of  raifing  him  to  very  confi- 
derable '  preferments,  had  not  his  unaccountable: 
coolnefs,  toward  the  canons  and  ceremonies  of 
the  Church  of  England,  reftrained  him  from  ac- 
cepting any  of  her  capital  emoluments.  While, 
however,  we  wonder  at  his  prejudices;  we  cannot 
but  revere  him  for  his  honefty,  and  for  his  extreme 
tende'rnefs  of  confcience. — Dr.  Fuller  tells  us,  that 
archbifliop  Parker  fummoned  hirti  to  fubfcribe;  in 
hope,  "that  the  general  reputation  of  his  piety 
might  give  the  greater  countenance  to  conformity.'* 
But,  inftead  of  complying  with  the  command,  Mr. 
Fox  pulled  out  of  his  pocket  the  New  Teftament, 
in  Greek;  and,  holding  it  up,  faid.  To  this  will  I 
fubfcribe.  And,  when  a  fubfcription  to  the  canons 
was  required  of  him,  he  refufed;  faying,  I  have 
nothing  in  the  Church,  but  a  prebend  at  Salifbury: 
and,  if  you  take  it  away  from  me,  much  good  may 
it  do  you.  But  he  was  permitted  to  retain  it,  until 
his  death :  fuch  refped  did  the  bifliops  (who  had, 
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moft  of  them,  been  his  fellow  exiles  abroad)  bear  ta 
his  age,  parts  and  labours. 

Yet,  let  it  be  remembered,  that,  notwithftanding 
his  acknowledged  moderation  in  point  of  thorough 
conformity ;  he  was  ftill  a  declared  enemy,  to  the 
heats  and  violences  of  rigid  puritanifm.  *'  I  cannot 
but  wonder,"  faid  he^  in  a  letter  to  a  bilhop,  "  at 
that  turbulent  genius,  which  infpires  thofe  factious 
puritans.— Were  I  one,  who,  like  them,  would  be 
violently  outrageous  againftbifliopsandarchbiftiops; 
or  join  myfelfwith  them,  i.  e.  become  mad,  as  they 
are  ;  I  had  not'  met  with  fevere  treatment  [at  their 
hands].  But  becaufe,  quite  different  from  them,  I 
have  chofen  the  fide  of  modefty  and  public  tranquil- 
lity ;  the  hatred,  which  they  have  long  conceived 
againft  me,  is  at  laft  grown  to  this  degree  of  bitter- 
nefs. — Your  prudence  is  not  ignorant,  how  much 
the  Chriftian  religion  fufFered,  formerly,  by  the  dif- 
fimulation  and  hypocrify  of  the  monks.  At  prefent, 
in  thefe  men,  I  know  not  what  new  fort  of  monks 
feems  to  revive  j  fo  much  more  pernicious  than  the 
former,  as,  with  more  fubtle  artifices  of  deceiving, 
and  under  pretence  of  perfection,  like  ftage-players 
who  only  a6t  a  part,  they  conceal  a  more  dangerous 
poifon:  who,  while  they  require  every  thing  to  be 
formed  according  to  their  own  ftrift  difcipline,  will 
not  defift,  until  they  have  brought  all  things  into 
Jewifh  bondage  *." 

Thus  thought,  and  thus  wrote,  this  admirable 
divine !  this  friend  to  men  of  all  parties,  but  a  Have 
to  no  party  of  men  ! 

How  benevolently  difpofed  this  great  and  good 
man  was,  even  toward  thofe  who  differed  the  mofi; 
widely  from   him  in  religious  principles ;  appears, 

*  The  occafion,  on  which  this  letter  was  wrkten ;  and  the  whole 
of  the  letter  itfelf,  in  its  original  Latin ;  are  extant  in  Fuller's 
Church  Hift.  b.  ix.  p.  1 06.-^ For  a  fummary  of  it,  in  Englilh,  fee 
Eiographia  Brit^nnica^  vol.  iii.  p*  2021. 

among 
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among  many  other  inftances,  from  the  Latin  letter, 
which  he  wrote  to  queen  Elizabeth,  A.  D.  1575, 
to  diffuade  her  majefty  from  putting  to  death  * 
two  anabaptifts,  who  had  been  condemned  to  the 
fire.  Fuller  has  preferved  the  whole  of  this  mafterly 
and  truly  Chriftian  addrefs.  The  fubilance  of  it 
was  as  follows :  that  "  To  punifli,  with  the  flames, 
the  bodies  of  thofe,  who  err  rather  from  blind- 
nefs^,  than  obftinacy  of  will,  is  cruel,  and 
more  fuitable  to  the  example  of  the  Romifli  church, 
than  to  the  mildnefs  of  the  gofpel.  I  do  not" 
(added  he)  *^  write  thus,  from  any  bias  to  the  in- 
dulgence of  error ;  but  from  a  regard  to  the  lives  of 
men,  as  being  myfelf  a  man  :  and  in  hope,  that  the 
oflfending  parties  may  have  opportunity  to  repent 
ofandretraft  their  miftakes."  He  earneflly  be- 
feeches  her  majefty,  ^  tofpare  the  lives  of  thefe  mifer- 
able  men ;  or,  at  leaft,  foften  their  mode  of  punifli- 
ment :  as  to  baniOi  them,  or  commit  them  to  per-. 

*  ''  On  Eaftcr-day  was  difclofed  a  congregation  of  Dutch  ana- 
baptifts, w(ithout  Aldgate,  in  London :  whereof  fcvcn-and-twcnty 
were  taken,  and  imprifoned ;  and  four  bearing  faggots  at  Paul's 
Crofs,  folemnly  recanted  their  dangerous  opinions.  Next  month, 
one  Dutchman,  and  ten  women,  were  condemned,  of  whom  one 
woDian  was  converted  to  renounce  her  errors ;  eight  were  ,bani(hed 
the  land ;  two  fo  obftinate,  that  command  was  iuued  out  for  their 
burning  in  Smithfield." Fuller's  Ch.  Hift.  B.  ix.  p,  204. 

This  (hocking  and^unjuftifiable  pcrfecution,  could  not  but  reflet 
deep  difgrace  on  the  Proteftant  name.  The  two  unhappy  vid^ims 
were  burned,  according  to  their  fentence,  July  22,  i?7^  They- 
were  both  Dutchmen,  and,  as  wc  arc  informed  by  Stow,  "  died 
in  great  horror,  with  roaring  and  crying."  (Chronicle,  p.  680.) — 
Strype  fays,  their  names  were,  John  Wielmacker,  and  Hendrick 
Ter  Woort ;  and  that  they  fufFered,  after  an  imprifonment  of  fix- 
teen  weeks.  Much  intereft  was  made  in  their  behalf,  by  the  Dutch 
congregation  fettled  in  London  ;  but  the  Privy  Council  would  not 
fpare  them  :  (Strype's  Annals,  vol.  ii.  p.  380).  It  was  eminently 
humane,  in  their  countrymen  bere,  to  importune  the  government 
foearneftly  in  their  favour:  efpecially,  when  we  recolleft,  that 
the  intercefTors  were  Calvinifts,  and  that  the  fufferers  added,  to  their 
other  heretics,  the  maintenance  of  free-wilU  perfedlion,  juftification 
by  works,  and  falling  from  grace;  which,  however,  was  infinitely 
far  from  warranting  the  fanguinary  rigour  with  which  they  were 
treated. 
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petual  imprifontnent,  &c.  but,  at  all  events,  not  to 
re-kindle  the  Smithfield  fires,  which,  through  her 
goodnefs  and  care,  had  been  fo  long  extinguifhed* 
Jf  this  could  not  be  granted,  at  leaft  to  allow  them 
a  month  or  two,  in  order  that  endeavours  might  be 
ufed,  to  reclaim  them  from  their  errors,  and  there-* 
by  to  prevent  the  deftruftion  oftheir  fouls,  as  well  as 

of  their  bodies." Mr.  Fox  (fays  Fuller)  was  very 

loath,  that  Smithfield,  formerly  confecrated  with 
m  artyrs'  afties,  (hould  now  be  profaned  with  thofe 
of  heretics  :  and  was  defirous,  that  the  Papifts  might 
enjoy  their  own  monopoly  of  cruelty,  in  burning  con-» 
denmed  perfons.  But,  though  queen  Elizabeth^ 
conftantly  called  him,  "  her  father  Fox ;"  yet, 
herein,  was  (he  no  dutiful  daughter :  for  fhc  gave 
him  a  flat  denial,  as  to  the  faving  of  their  lives ;  if, 
after  a  month's  reprieve,  and  conference  with  divines, 
they  would  not  recant  their  herefies.  It  is  not  a 
little  furprifing,  that  fo  holy  and  fo  candid  a  man, 
as  Dr.  Fuller,  (hould  endeavour  to  palliate,  if  not 
to  juftify,  the  extreme  malignity,  which  brought 
thofe  two  Dutchmen  to  the  ftake,  ^*  Damnable,'* 
fays  this  hiftorian,  *^  were  their  impieties ;  and  the 
queen  was  neceflTitated  to  this  feverity :  who,  having 
formerly  puniflied  fome  traitors,  if  now  fparing  thefe 
blafphemers,  the  world  would  condemn  her  j  as  be- 
ing more  earneft,  in  aflferting  her  own  fafety,  than 
God's  honour."  A  wretched  e:5ccufe  this,  for  wilful 
and  deliberate  murder !  It  reminds  ys,  of  Melanft- 
hon's  cruelty  (falfely  fathered  on  Calvin),  in  prefling 
the  magiftrates  of  Geneva,  to  burn  the  heretic  Ser- 
vetus. — The  arifwer  of  a  Popifh  princefs  on  a  fimilar 
occafion,  did  more  honour  to  humanity.  This 
lady  (who  isftill  living)  was  folicited,  by  fome  Ro- 
mifli  ecclefiaftics,  to  concur  with  them,  in  bringr 
ing  a  fuppofed  heretic  to  the  flames,  "  Is  it  not 
true,"  faid  Ihe,  "  that  heretics  burn,  , forever,  in 
hell-fire?"  Without  doubt,  anfwered  the  priefl:s. 
*'  It  would  be  too  fevcre,  then,"  added  flie,  *'  to 
burn  them  in  both  wprlds.     Since  they  are  devoted 
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to  endlefs  mifery,  herqafter;   it  is  but  juftice,  to  let 
them  live  unmolefted,  here." 

Hitherto,  Dr.  Fuller,  and  the  Biographia  Britan- 
nica,  have  been  our  chief  guides,,  in  the  prefent  ac- 
count of  the  truly  apoftolic  Mr.  Fox.  For  what  we 
have  further  to  add,  we  (hall  be  principally  indebt- 
ed to  the  learned,  faithful,  and  laborious  Mr.  Clark*. 
While  Mr.  Fox  was  in  exile,  at  Bafil,  during  the 
prevalence  of  Popery  in  England ;  he,  one  day,  in  a 
lermon  which  he  preached  before  his  afflifted  coun- 
trymen in  that  city,  pofitively  affured  them,  "  That 
the  time  was  now  come,  for  their  fafeand  happy  return 
home :  and  that  he  told  them  this  comfortable  news, 
by  exprefs  command  from  God."  Several  minifters, 
who  were  prefent,  took  occafion  afterwards,  to  reprove 
him,  with  a  degree  of  afperity,  for  publicly  declar- 
ing, what  they  took  to  be,  the  premature  flights  of 
his  own  fancy  and  conjefture.  But  they  foon  altered 
their  opinion,  when  authentic  intelligence  arrived, 
that  queen  Mary  the  bloody  was  adtually  dead. 

On  his  re-fettlement  here,  he  fat  himfelf  to  revife 
and  enlarge  his  admirable  Martyrology.  With  pro- 
digious pains,  and  conllant  ftudy,  he  finilhed  that 
elaborate  work,  in  eleven  years.  For  the  fake  of 
greater  correftnefs,  he  never  employed  any  amanu- 
enfis ;  but  wrote  every  line  of  this  viaft  book  with 
his  own  hand,  and  fearched  and  tranfcribed  all  the 
records  and  original  papers  himfelf.  But,  by  {uch 
exceflive  toil,  leaving  no  part  of  his  time  free  from 
ftudy,  nor  afFording-himfelf  either  the  repofe  or  re- 
creations which  nature  required  ;  his  health  was  fo 
reduced,  and  his  perfon  became  fo "  emaciated  and 
altered,  that  fuchof  his  friends  and  relations,  as  only 
converfed  with  him  occafionally,  could  not  recolleft 
him  at  fight.  Yet,  though  he  grew,  daily,  more 
lean,  withered,  and  exhaufted;    his  hard  ftudies 

♦  See  the  firft  volume  of  his  •*  Marrow  of  Ecclcfiaftical  Hiftory/* 
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went  on  as  briflcly  as  ever,  nor  would  he  be  perfuaA- 
ed  to  leflen  his  accuftomed  labours. — The  Papifts, 
forefeeing  how,  extremely  detrimental  his  hiftory  of 
their  errors  and  cruelties  would  prove  to  their 
caufe,  exerted  their  whole  art  and  ftrength,  to 
leflen  the  reputation  of  his  work.  This  malice  of 
their's  was  of  fignal  fervice,  both  to  Mr.  Fox  him- 
felf,  and  to  the  Church  of  God  at  large  :  as  it  even- 
tually made  his  book  more  intrinfically  valuable,  by 
inducing  him  to  weigh,  with  the  moll  exaft  and 
fcrupulous  attention,  the  certainty  of  the  fafts  he 
recorded,  and  the  validity  of  the  authorities  from 
w^hence  he  drew  his  informations. 

Having  long  ferved  both  the  Church  and  the 
world,  by  hisminiflry,  by  his  pen,  and  by  the  un^ 
fullied  luftre  of  a  beneficent,  ufeful,  and  holy  life; 
he  comfortably  refigned  his  foul  to  Chrifl,  on  the 
1 8th  of  April,  1587.  The  Lord  had  given  him  a 
forefight  of  his  departure :  and  fo  fully  perfuaded 
was  he,  that  the  time  was  juft  at  hand,  when  he 
fliould  quit  the  body,  that  (probably,  to  enjoy  un- 
molefted  communion  with  God,  and  to  have  no 
worldly  interruptions  in  his  lail  hours),  hepurpofely 
fent  his  two  fons  from  home,  though  he  loved  them 
with  great  tendernefs;  and,  before  they  returned^ 
his  fpirit,  as  he  had  forefeen  would  be  the  cafe>  was 
flown  to  heaven.  He  was  interred,  in  the  chancel 
of  St.  Giles's,  Cripplegate;  of  which  parish  he  had 
been,  in  the  beginning  of  Elizabeth^s  reign,  for 
fome  time,  vicar. 

Mr.  Strype  *  fays,  that  a  very  fair  marble  fl:one, 
fixed  in  the  fouth  wall  of  that  chancel,  was  prefently 
after  ereftcd  to  liis  memory,  with  the  following  in- 
fcription : 

*  See  his  edition  of  Stow's  Survey  of  Ltndon,  part  iii.  p.  8j. 
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CHRISTO  S.S. 

JOH  ANNl  .  Fo  XO, 

Ecclejia  AngUcana  Martyr ologo  fideliffimOj 
Jntiquitatis  hijiorica .  indagatori  fagacijllim0, 
'    Evangelic^  veritaiis  propugnatori  acerrimOy 
Thaumaturgo  admirabili: 
§lui  Martyres  Marianos,  tanquam  phoeniceSy  ex  cinerihus 
redivivos  prajlitit. 
Patri  fuOy  omni  pietatis  officio  imprimis  colendoy 
Samuel  Foxus, 
Illius  primogenifus 
Hoc  monumentum  pofuit, 
Nonjine  lacrymis. 

Obiit  die  18  menf.  JpriL  An.  Dom.    1587. 

Jam  feptuagenarius . 

Vita viTJE  mortalis  est,  spes  \itm  immortalis* 

Fuller  acquaints  us,  that  Mr.  Fox  foretold  the  de- 
ftruftion  of,  what  was  madly  ftyled  by  the  Pope  and 
Spaniards,  the  Invincible  Armada.  "  The  ftory,*' 
lays  that  hiftorian,  "  is  true,  though  Mr.  Fox  fur- 
vived  not  to  fee  the  performance  of  his  own  predic- 
tion.  His  dear  friend.  Dr.  Laurence  Hunifrey, 

may  be  faid  to  have  died  with  him  (though  liig 
languiftiing  life  lafted  a  year  longer) ;  fo  great  was 
his  grief,  to  be  parted  from  his  fellow-colleague,  bred 
together  in  Oxford,  and  baniflied  together  mto  Ger- 
many **" 

Among  the  graces,  for  which  our  matchlefs  tnar- 
tyrologift  was  eminent,  (hone  his  extenfive  (fomc. 
would  almoft  term  it,  profufe)  liberality  to  the 
poor.  He  was  fo  bountiful  to  them,  while  he  lived, 
that  he  liad  no  ready  money  to  leave  to  them,  at 
his  death.  His  love  to  his  Saviour  was  fuch,  that 
he  could  never  refufe  giving  to  any,  who  aiked  him 
for  relief.  In  the  name  of  Jefus;  or,  for  Chrift'a 
fake,     A  friend  once  enquiring  of  him,  "  whether 

*  Fuller,  ubi.  fup.  iSi. 

he 
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he  rccolleded  a  certain  poor  man,  whom'  he  ufcd  to 
Telievd  ?"  He  anfwered,  Yes,  I  remember  him  well : 
and  I  willingly  forget  lords  and  ladies,  to  remember 
fuch  as  he. 

His  ability,  in  comforting  afflifted  .confciences, 
was  very  peculiar.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that  his 
houfe  was  frequented  by  perfons  of  all  ranks,  from 
noblemen,  down  to  the  pooreft  of  the  flock ;  who 
were  labouring  under  foul  diftrefles. 

His  time  was  divided  between  ftudy,  preaching, 
praying,  fpiritual  conference,  and  vifiting  the  fick 
and  afflifted.  His  principal  hours  for  intercourfe 
with  God  in  fecret  prayer,  were  during  the  night 
feafon :  at  which  times  of  holy  retirement,  be  has 
been  heard  to  agonize  with  God,  and  to  mingle  his 
Applications  with  groanings  which  could  not  be 
uttered. 

He  was  diftinguiftied  by  a  deep  and  fettled  con- 
tempt of  earthly  things :  more  efpecially,  of  plea- 
fures,  amufenients,  wealth,  and  honours.  Hence, 
he  abftrafted  himfelf,  as  much  as  he  poffibly  could, 
from  all  frlendfliip,  fociety,  and  conneftion,  with 
the  great  and  noble  of  this  world.  The  money, 
which  was  fometimes  offered  him  by  rich  men,  he 
accepted  |  but  the  poor  were  as  fure  to  havb  it,  as 
ever  he  received  it. 

On  various  occafions,  he  more  than  Teemed  to 
fpeak  by  a  fpirit  of  prophecy.  Many  things  did  he 
foretell,  when  comforting  the  diftrefled ;  and  when 
terrifying  the  obftinate  and  obdurate. 

Lady  Anne  Henage  lying  fick  of  a  violent  fever, 
and  the  phyficians  deeming.it  mortal,  Mr.  Fox  was 
fent  for,  to  be  her  fpiritual  afliftant  in  her  laft  mo- 
ments. After  prayer  and  religious  converfation,  he 
told  her,  that  fhe  had  done  right,  in  preparing  for 
eternity;  but  .that,  neverthelefr,  flie  wa»  not  to  die 
of  that  licknefs.  A  knight,  her  fon-in-law,  taking 
him  afide  foon  after,  faid  to  him,  "  Mr.  Fox,  you 
afted  wrongly,  in  difconcerting  my  mother's  mind 

with 
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with  hopes  of  life,  when  the  phyficians  have  pro- 
nounced her  paft  recovery.'* — I  have  faid  no  morc^ 
anfwered  the  good  man,  than  God  commanded  me : 
for  it  is  his  pleafure,  that  (he  (hall  not  die,  but  live. 
And  the  event  was,  as  he  foretold. 

Going,  one  day,  to  fee  the  earl  of  Arundel,  fon  to 
the  duke  of  Norfolk,  at  his  lordihip's  houfe  in  the 
Strand,  London;  on  his  coming  away,  the  earl 
walked  with  him,  down  his  garden,  to  the  Thames 
(ide,  where  he  was  to  take  boat.  The  weather  being 
very  ftormy,  and  the  water  extremely  rough,  the  earl 
advifed  him,  not  to  venture  himfelf  on  the  river* 
Mr.  Fox's  anfwer  was  very  remarkable ;  and  makes 
us  feel  a  wi(h  to  know  the  particular  fubjedt  of  their 
preceding  converfation :  My  lord,  let  thefe  waters 
fo  deal  with  me,  as  I  have  in  truth  and  (incerity  de- 
livered to  you  all  that  I  have  fpoken.  On  faying 
thefe  words,  he  entered  the  boat  j  and,  very  (hortly 
afterwards,  the  wind  ceafed,  and  the  river  ran  with 
a  fmooth  and  gentle  current. 

There  have  been  macaronies,  in  all  ages.  One  of 
Mr.  Fox's  fons  had  a  great  de(ire  to  travel  beyond 
lea,  from  which  his  father  could  by  no  means  dif- 
fuade  him.  After  a  tour  of  feveral  years,  he  re- 
turned home ;  and  prefented  himfelf  to  the  good 
old  man,  in  a  fantaftical,  outlandi(h  habit.  Who 
are  you?  faid  Mr.  Fox. — *'  Sir,  I  am  your  fon 
Samuel." — To  which  his  reply  was :  O  my  fon,  who 
has  taught  thee  to  make  thyfelf  fo  ridiculous  ?  This 
reproof  feems  to  have  been  attended  with  good  ef- 
fed :  for  the  giddy  youth  proved,  afterwards,  a 
ferious,  devout,  learned,  and  refpeAable  man.  In 
1 6 10,  he  wrote  the  life  of  his  father,  prefixed  to  his 
Martyrology ;  and  at  length  died,  full  of  years  and 
of  good  works*, 

*  See  more  of  him,  in  Strj'pc's  Annals,  vol.  iii.  p.  509.— As  alfo 
of  Simeon,  his  youngeft  brother,  ibid.  p.  506.  Mr.  Strype  terms 
both  thefe  furviving  fons  of  Mr.  John  Fox,  •'  well  deferving  men, 
bred  up  to  learning,  and  of  note  in  their  times," 

Avery 
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A  very  fingular  incident,  of  which  Mr.  John  Fox 
himfclf  was  eye-witnefs,  (hall  conclude  this  fummary 
of  his  life  and  charafter.     He  it  was,  who  had  that 
memorable  interview  with  Mrs.  Honey  wood,  men- 
tioned by  fo  many  authors  of  that  age.     The  con- 
cern of  this  pious  lady,  for  the  falvation  of  her  foul, 
was  fo  great ;  her  doubts  and  fears,  fo  very  diftrefs- 
ing ;  and  her  forrow  of  mind,  fo  grievous ;  that  (he 
funk  into  utter  defpair:  which  had  fuch  an  effeft  on 
her  bodily  health,  as  brought  her  to  death's   door,, 
and  kept  her  in  a  gradual  confumption,  for  almoft 
twenty  years.     In   vain   did  phyficians  adminifter 
their  medical  affiftances;    for   her  difeafe,  which 
originated  from  a  fpiritual  caufe,  required  a  fuper- 
natural   remedy.      There  was  but  one   phyfician, 
xvhofc  power  and  fkill  could  reach  her   cafe  :,  even 
he,  who  healeth  thofe  that  are  broken  in  heart,  and 
giveth  medicine  to  heal  their  Jicknefs. — In  vain  did 
the  ableft  and  moft  evangelical  minifters  preach  to 
her  the  comforts  of  thegofpel;  and  labour  to  per- 
fuade  her   of   the  willingnefs  and  certainty,  where- 
with Chrift  receives  every  coming  (inner.    The  holy 
fpirit  alone  could  preach  to  her  heart,  with  efficacy; 
and  he  had  not  yetvouchfafed,  in  all  thofe  years,  to 
rife  upon  her  foul.     At  length,  Mr.  Fox  was  fent 
for :  who,  on  his  arrival,  found  a  moft  mournful  fa- 
mily, and  the   miftrefs  of  it  the  deepeft  mourner 
among  them  all.     The  holy  man  prayed  with  her ; 
and  then  reminded  her  of  what   the  faithful   God 
had  promifed,  and  of  what  Chrift  had  done  and  fuf- 
fcrea  for  her  foul.  But  even  this  was  to  no  purpofe  : 
for,  ftill,  (he  could  not  believe,  that  the  gofpel-pro- 
miies  and  the  merits  of  Jefus  belonged  to  her. 
Mr.  Fox,  not  in  the  leaft  difcouraged,  went  on ; 
and,  to  the  wonder  of  thofe  about  her,  expreffed 
himfelf  to  the  following  efFeft:    You   will  not  only 
recover  of  your  bodily  difeafe,  but  alfo  live  to  an  ex^- 
ceeding  great  age ;  and,  which  is  yet  better,  you  are 
interefted  in  Chrift,  and  will  go  to  heaven  when  you 

die. 
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die.  Looking  earneftly  at  him  as  he  fpake  thefe 
words,  (he  anfwered,  with  much  emotion,  Impoffi- 
ble  1  1  (hall  as  furely  be  damned,  as  this  glafs  will 
break :  and  immediately  daftied  a  Venice  glafs 
(which  (he  was  holding  in  her  hand),  with  much 
force,  againft  the  wall.  The  glafs  fell,  firft,  on  a 
cheft ;  and  then,  upon  the  ground  :  but  was  neither 
broken,  nor  fo  much  as  cracked  *.  The  event 
proved,  that  Mr.  Fox  did  not  prophefy  by  the 
fpirit  of  error.  Mrs.  Honeywood  was  then  fixty 
years  old ;  and  lived,  in  much  comfort  and  felicity, 
until  (he  was  upwards  of  ninety,  and  could  reckon 
above  three  hundred  and  fixty  perfons  defcended 
from  heifelf, 

*  Fuller,  in  his  Worthies  of  England  (Kent,  p.  ^S),  fays,  that, 
though  this  circumftance  was  little  (hort  of  miraculous,  ftillMrs. 
Honeywood  took  no  comfort  from  it ;  but  *'  continued,  a  great 
time  after,  in  her  former  difconfolate  condition,  without  any  amend-  ' 
roent,  until  God,  who  findeth  out  the  fitteft  minutes  for  his  own 
mercies,  fuddenly  (hot  comfort,  like  lightening,  into  her  foul ;  fo 
that  (he  led  the  remainder  of  her  life  in  fpiritual  gladnefs.  This 
flic  hcrfelf  told  to  the  reverend  father,  Thomas  Morton,  bifliop  of 

Durham,  from  whofe  mouth  I  have  received  this  relation. 

In  the  days  of  queen  Mary  fhe  ufed  to  vifit  the  prifons,  and  to  com- 
fort and  relieve  the  confeffors  therein.  She  was  prefent  at  the  burn- 
ing of  Mr.  Bradford,  in  Smithfield,  and  refolved  to  fee  the  end  of 
hisfufferings;  though,  fo  great  was  the  prefs  of  people,  that  het 
flioes  were  trodden  off,  and  (he  forced  thereby  to  go  barefoot  from 
I  Smithfield  to  St.  Martin's,  before  fhe   could  furnifh  herfelf  with  a 

I  new  pair  for  her  money.      She  died,  the  eleventh  of  May,    1^20; 

in  the  ninety- third  year  of  her  age,  and  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of 
icr  widowhood." 
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THE*LIFE    OF 

Dr-    jewel, 

BISHOP    OF    SALISBURY. 

WE  learn,  from  Dr.  Fuller,  that  this  great  pre- 
late was  a  native  of  Devonfliire :  "  John 
Jewel,  bearing  the  Chriftian  name  of  his  father, 
grandfather,  and  great-grandfather,  was  born  at 
Buden  [or  Bowden,  of  which  eftate  his  anceftors 
had  then  been  near  two  hundred  years  in  poffeflion], 
in  the  parilh  of  Berynarber,  near  Ilfracombe,  in  that 
county.  His  mother's  furname  was  Bellamy ;  who, 
with  her  hufband,  happily  lived  fifty  years  in  holy 
wedlock :  and,  at  their  deaths,  left  ten  children  be- 
hind them. 

"  Concerning  our  bifliop,  it  may  be  faid,  *  nomen^ 
omen.*  Jewel  was  his  name,  and  precious  were  his 
virtues.  So  that,  if  the  like  ambition  led  us  En- 
gliihmen,  as  doth  foreigners,  fpecially  to  render  our 
furnames  in  Greek  or  Latin,  he  may  be  termed 
Johannes  Gemma,  on  better  account  than  Gemma 
Frifius  entitled  himfelf  thereunto." 

He  was  chiefly  bred  in  the  fchool  of  Barnftaple  : 
where  John  Harding,  afterwards  his  Popifh  antago- 
nift,  was  his  fchool-fellow.  At  thirteen  years  old, 
he  was  admitted  into  Merton  College,  Oxford  ;  un- 
der the  tuition  of  Dr.  John  Parkhurft,  afterwards 
the  ingenious  and  evangelical  bifhop  of  Norwich. 
Such  was  his  fedulity  (rifing  always  at  four  in  the 

*  Fuller's  Worthies,  and  his  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory. Clark's 

Iires««— — Bibgraphia  Britaniuca>  &c, 

morning. 


The  Life  of  Bijhop  Jewel  3^ 

morning,  and  not  going  to  reft  until  ten  at  night), 
that  he  was  never  puniflied  for  any  one  of  his  exercifes, 
and  but  once,  for  abfence  from  chapel.  Hence  he 
was  removed  to  Corpus  Chrifti  College,  where  he 
proved  an  excellent  poet,  linguift,  and  orator. — 
Such  was  his  n^emory,  that  he  could  repeat  all 
Horace  by  heart :  and  gave  many  other  furprizing 
proofs  of  quicknefs  and  retention. 

During  his  refidence  -at  the  univerfity,  after  the 
acceffion  of  king  Edward  VI.  he  v/as  happy  in  the 
friendfhip  of  that  holy  and  learned  reformer,  doftor 
Peter  Martyr.  "  Having  touched  at  all  human 
arts,"  fays  Fuller,  "  he  landed  at  divinity :  being 
much  affifted  by  Peter  Martyr,  the  king's  profeflpr 
therein.  St.  Jerom  tells  us,  that,  fo  great  was  the 
intimacy  between  Pamphilius,  that  worthy  prieft 
and  martyr,  and  Eufebius,  the  biftiop  of  Csefaraea ; 
Ht  ab  uno  alter  nomen  acceperaty  that  they  were  mutually 
furnamed,  the  one  from  the  other,  Pamphilius  Eufebii^ 
and  Eufebius  Pamphilii.  No  lefs  the  unity  of  affec- 
tions between  thefe  two:  who  accordingly  might 
have  been  called.  Martyr's  Jewel,  and  Jewel's 
Martyr ;  as  feldom  in  body,  and  never  in  mind, 
afunder." 

Having  been  chofen  *  Humanity-Lefturer,  in 
preference  to  many  of  his  feniors,  he  acquitted  him- 
fclf  with  fuch  brightnefs  and  ability,  that  his  tutor. 
Dr.  Parkhurft,  honoured  him  with  the  following 
complimentary  epigram : 

Olim  difcipulus  mihiy  care  jfuelle,  fuijiii 
Nunc  ero  difcipulus  y  te  remote  y  tuus. 

Amidft  all  his  attainments  in  learning,  fuch  were 
his  fervour  of  devotion,  fanftity  of  life,  and  affa- 

*  Hamanity,  in  cdlege  language,  is  a  tenn,  that  implies,  and 
comprehends  the  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  toneaes  ;  to* 
gether  with  rhetoric,  poetry,  grammar,  and  hifloiy,  both  ancient 
and  moderiw' 

bility 
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bility  of  behaviour,  that  he  was  admired,  and  almoft 
loved,  by  the  bittereft  enemies  of  the  Proteftant 
faith  :  infomuch  that  (in  Henry  Vlllth's  reign) 
the  dean  of  his  college,  who  was  a  fierce  and  bigotted 
Papift,  would  fometimes  fay  to  him,  "  I  fliould  love 
thee.  Jewel,  if  thou  was  not  a  Zuinglian.  In  thy 
faith,  thou  art  an  heretic :  but,  furely,  in  thy  life, 
thou  art  an  angel.  Thou  art  very  good,  and  honeft ; 
but  a  Lutheran."  Much  the  fame  with  what  the 
perfecuting  heathens  would  frequently  fay,  of  be- 
lievers in  Chrift :  bonus  homo,  fed  Chriftianus ;  i.  e. 
fiich  an  one  is  a  good  man,  but  he  is  a  Chriftian. 

A  little  before  the  death  of  Henry  VIII,  Mr. 
Jewel  took  his  mafter  of  arts'  degree :  and  when 
good  king  Edward  wore  the  crown,  he  became  a 
moft  celebrated  and  fhining  ornament  of  the  Church 
of  England.  His  principal  fault  was,  that  of  being 
too  hard  a  ftudent.  By  this,  he  greatly  emaciated 
his  body,  and  impaired  his  health.  His  diet  was 
extremely  fimple  and  fparing  :  and  his  inceffant  fa- 
tigues of  mind  bade  fair  to  fink  him,  much  fooner, 
to  the  grave,  than,  in  reality,  they  did.  The  to- 
lerably advanced  age,  to  which  he  attained,  is  one 
proof,  among  millions,  that  the  fame  abfolute  Pro- 
vidence, which  regifters  our  hairs,  has  alfo  deter- 
mined the  number  of  our  days. 

Retiring,  once,  to  Witney,  on  account  of  an  epi- 
demic ficknefs  which  raged  at  Oxford,  our  future 
bifliop  purfued  his  ftudies  with  fuch  affiduity,  that, 
neglefting  to  fupply  himfelf  with  neceffary  accom- 
modations, he  contrafted  fo  violent  a  cold,  as  fixed 
a  lamenefs  in  one  of  his  legs,  from  which  he  was 
never  exempt  to  his  dying  day. 

Being  prefented  to  the  reftory  of  Sunningwell,  in 
Berkfhire,  he  performed  his  own  duty,  at  that 
Church,  every  other  Lord's  day,  by  preaching  and 
•  catechifing  in  perfon.  On  the  alternate  Sundays,  he 
preached  and  expounded  at  Oxford,  with  much 
credit  to  himfelf,  and  much  ufefukiefs  to  others. 

Thus 
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iThU^  happily,  and  honourably,  he  went  oh,  until 
kihg  Edward  VI .  (of  whom  the  world  was  not  wor- 
thy) was^tranfplanted  to  heaven^  and  Mary  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  Englifh  throne.  Oh  that  fad  occafion^ 
none  had  more  reafdn  to  be  a;pprehenfive  of  danger, 
than  Mr.  Jewislj  whom  God  had  made  fo  zealous 
and  fo  diftinguilhed  an  ihftrument  of  difFufing  the. 
doftrines  of  grace,  in  oppofition  to  the  Arminian, 
(or,  as  they  were  then  called)  the  Pelagian  tenets  of 
ropery.  His  enemies  immediately  laid  a  fnare  for 
him,  by  chUfing  him  to  draw  up  a  congratulatory 
letter  to  the  new  queen,  in  the  name  of  the  univer- 
fity :  well  knowing,  that,  if  he  refUfed  the  tafk,  he 
Ivould  expofe  himfelf  to  the  imputation  of  difloyalty : 
and,  if  he  confented,  he  would  give  great  offence  to 
the  Proteftants  throughout  England.  Aware  of  the 
dilemma,  to  which  he  was  reduced,  he  extricated 
himfelf  from  this  artful  trap,  by  difcrcetly  penning 
the  letter  in  fuch  general  terms,  as  fatisfied  the 
tourt,  and  yet  gave  no  umbrage  to  the  favourprs  of 
the  gofpel.  "Indeed,"  fays  Fuller,. "  all,  as  yet, 
were  confident,  that  the  queen  would  maintain  the 
t^roteftant  religion,  according  to  her  folemn  promife 
to  the  gentry  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  :  though  ((he 
being  compofed  of  courtfhip  and  Popery)  this  her 
Unperformed  promife  w^^  the  firft  court-holy-water, 
which  (he  fprinkled  among  the  people.  And,  be- 
caufe  every  one  was  counted  a  truant  in  Popery,  who 
did  not  out-run  the  law ;  Dr.  Trelham,  an  aftive 
Papift,  and  a  van-currier  before  authority,  repaired 
the  great  bell  at  Chrift-church,  which  he  hew  named, 
and*  baptized  Mary.  While  Mr.  Jewel  was  read- 
ing the  letter  he  had  penned,  to  Dr.  Trefham,  for 
his  approbation  thereof;  prefently  that  bell  tolled  to 
m^afs,  and  Trefham,  breaking  off  his  attention  to 
what  jvas  written,  exclaimed,  in  a  zealous  ecftacy, 

*  It  is  cttf(ointiy»  in  the  Cbarch  of  RomCj  to  baptize  belle*  and 
fiame  them  after  foaue  reputed  faiat. 

Vol.  IV,  (17.)  P  Ofweet 
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O  fwect  Mary!  how  mufically,  how  melodiotifly*; 
doth  fhe  found  I  This  biell  then  rung  the  knelU  fof 
that  time,  to  the  truth,  in  Oxford ;  thenceforward 
filled  with  Proteftant  tears  and  Popifli  triumphs." 

Shortly  after,  Mr.  Jewel,  for  refufing  to  be  pre- 
fent  at  the  celebration  of  mafs,  wa5  driven  from  his 
college  (of  Corpus  Chrifti),  and  forced  to  quit  his 
fellowftiip.  For  a  while,  he  lay  hid  at  Broadgates 
hall  (now  Pembroke  college)  :  where  his  friends  and 
fcholars  privately  repaired  to  him  \  and  in  the  learn- 
ed and  rehgious  knowledge  which  he  communicated 
to  them,  they  received  more  than  compenfation  for 
the  dangerous  rifque  they  ran  in  venturing  to  vifit 
him.  Among  his  pupils,  was  a  Mr.  Edward  Year, 
an  ingenious  perfon,  and  zealoufly  attached  to  the 
gpfpel.  This  gentleman  wrote  two  poems,  one  in 
Latin,  and  the  other  in  Englifti,  ridiculing  the  fu- 
perftitiOns  of  papal  worlhip,  and  prophefying  the  re- 
turn of  the  reformation.  Thefe  verfes  coming  injo 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Welfb,  who  was  at  that  tinje 
cenfor  of  Corpus  Chrifti  college,  fo  provoked  him, 
th^t  he  punifhed  the  author,  by  literally  whipping 
him  with  great  feverity  :  giving  him  a  lafh  for  e^ch 
verfe,  amounting  to  about  eighty  in  the  whole* 
The  poet  (a  famplc  of  whofe  performance  is  pre- 
fervedin  Fuller's  Church  Hiftory),  probably  thought 
himfelf  well  off,  )to  efcape  with  a  floggingjp  inftead  of 
being  roafted  alive. 

Mr.  Jewel  had  not  been  long  in  his  ccHiceaJmenf ^ 
when  he  was  difcovered  by  fome  popifti  fpies  ^  which 
.  was  followed  by  an  event,  that  was  matter  of  fubfe- 
quent  humiliation  to  him,  as  long  as  he  lived.  The 
apoftle  Peter,  and  the  excellent  archbithop  Cranmer, 
though  they  loved  Chrift  with  deep  and  undiflem- 
bled  affeftion,  yet  were  unhappily  induced  ta  deny 
him,  in  a  day  of  trouble  and  of  -rebuke  and  blaf- 
phemy.  Take  the  account  of  our  author's  tempo- 
rary defeftion,  in  the  words  of  the  valuable  hiftorian 
laft  quoted.     "  Being,,  by  the  violence  of  popifli  inr 

quifitors^ ' 
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(^tiifitorS,  aflaulted,  on  a  fudden,  to  fubfcribe  fto 
fomd  errors  of  their  church],  he  *  took  a  pin  in  tiii 
hand,  and  faid,  fmiling,  have  you  a  mind,  to  fee 
how  well  I  can  write  ?  and^  thereupon,  under-writ 
their  opinion^.  Thiis  the  moft  orient  Jewel,  on 
earth,  hath  fbriie  flaws  therein,  ^o  conceal  this  his 
JFault,  had  been  partiality  ;  to  cxcufe  it,  flattery  :  to 
defend  it,  impiety  :  to  infult  over  him,  cruelty  :  to 
pity  himj  charity:  to  admire  God  in.  permitting 
him,  true  devotion  :  to  be  wary  of  ourfclves  on  the 
like  occafion,  Chriftian  difcretioni 

"Such  as  go  out,  when  God  bpenejh  them  a 
door  to  efcapC)  do  peaceably  depart.  But  fuch  as 
brfeak  but  at  the  window^  either  flick  in  the  paflage, 
or  bruife  themfelves  by  falling  down  on  the  out-fide* 
JeWel  may  be  an  inftance  hereof;  whofe  cowardly 
compliance  made  his  fo^s  no  fewer  without  him, 
and  one  the  more  (a  guilty  confcience)  within  him* 
The  Papifts  neither  loved,  nor  honoured,  nor  truft- 
M  him,  any  whit  the  more,  for  this  his  fubfcriptioni 
which  they  conceived  not  cordial,  but  forced  from 
him  by  his  fear.  Yea,  thereby  he  gained  not  any 
degree  of,  more  fafety :  and,  his  life  being  way* 
laid  for,  with  great  difficulty  he  got  over  into 
Germany." 

For,  Dr»  -f-  Martial,  dean  of  Chrift  Church,  not 
deeming  his  fubfcription  fufficiently  fincere  and  ex- 
plicit^ 

*  Dr*  Humphry  iraptitcs  hit  [i*  e*  jdwcrsl  waverinj^,  to  tha 
fpecious  promifes  made  by  queen  Mary^  that  &e  would  force  no 
t&an's  confcience^  and  intended  to  make  no  change  in  religion.  It 
is  added,  that,  if  he  could  havt  confulted  his  old  tutor,  Gu  t^ark- 
burft,  he  would  not  have  been  guilty  of  fo  ^reat  a  weaknefs*  He 
took  a  journey,  on  foot>  to  Cleve  (of  which  Dn  Parkhurft  was 
ledor),  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  the  Do6lor,  on  the  re-ei}abli(hment  of 
Popery,  had  fled  to  London*  Mr.  Jewel,  being  thus  difappointcd,' 
Kturned  to  Oxford  ;  where  he  lingered,  until  certain  inquifitors  laid 
hold  on  him  by  furprite,  and  prefled  liim,  with  threats,  to  fubfcribe. 
But  he  foon  became  feniible  of  his  apoftacy,  and  took  the  firfl  op« 
portunity  to  efcape.     Biogr.  Biitann. 

+  Martial  was  one  of  thofe  fupple  divines,  who  (hape  their  prin- 
dples  and  cOodu^.  according  to  the  coropleAion  of  the  times.  Like 
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plicit,  was  plotting,  how  to  deliver  him  Into  tfife 
bloody  hands  of  bilhop  Bonner ;  but  he  efcaped,  oq 
foot,  and  through  bye-ways,  to  London*  The  new& 
of  Ms  flight  was  foon  fpread,  and  proper  peifons 
ivere  difpatched  to  intercept  him.  But,  as  God'a 
providence  would  have  it,  Mr.  Jewel  (accidentally^ 
as  an  Arminian  would  call  it)  mifled  his  way,  and 
fo  eluded  the  keennefs  of  his  vigilant  purfuers^ 
Thus,  fays  a  pious  hiftorian,  "  by  going  out  of  the 
way,  he  found  the  fafeft  way*  :"  and  certain  it  is, 
that  the  wrong  way  proved  the  right. 

While  travelling  on  foot,  in  a  fnowy  winter's 
night,  he  grew  quite  fpent,  and  fcarce  able  to 
breathe,  much  lefs  to  purfue  his  walk.  In  this 
fituation,  he  threw  himfelf,  defpairingly,  on- the 
earth,  expecting  and  chufing  death,  rather  than  life. 
He  was  found,  however,  by  one  Auguftin  Bernher, 
a  Switz;  who  had,  formerly,  been  a  fervant  of 
biihop  Latxmer*s,  but  was  afterwards  admitted  into 
lioly  orders.  This  worthy  perfon,  like  another  good 
Samaritan,  lifted  Mr.  Jewel  from  the  ground ;  and^ 
feating  him  on  a  horfe,  condudked  him  to  lady  Anne 
Wareop'sy  by  whom  he  was  kindly  entertained,  and 
then  fafely  conveyed  to  London.  Here  concealing 
himfelf^  firft  in  Thames-ftreet,  and  afterwards  elfe- 
where,  for  fear  of  being  difcovered ;  Sir  Nicholas 
Throgmorton,  a  man  of  great  diftin&ion  at  that 
time,  furnilhed  him  with  money,  and  fecured  his 
paffage  in  a  fhip  bound  for  the  continent.  His  di-  • 
rcdt  efcape  was  managed  by  ^r.  Giles  Laurence, 
tutor  to  Sr  Arthur  Darcie^s  children,  living  near 
the  Tower  of  London.  He  had  been  Jewel's  fel- 
low collegian  at  Oxford,   and  Greek  profcffor.-— 

the  celebrated  vicar  of  Bray  (who  flourilhed  at  die  fame  period).  &• 
renounced  Popery,  under  king  Edward  ;  re-embraced  it,  with  ffamiog 
axal,  under  queen  Mary ;  and  quitted  it  a^ain  under  Eliasabethft 

Qmnit  AriJHffum  deetiit  color »  IS  fiatm^  fS  nu 

•  Clark'a  Lives,  p.  328. 
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Afterwards^  in  1564,  Mr.  Jewel  (then  a  biihop) 
made  him  archdeacon  of  WUtfbire. 

Arriving  at  Frankford,  A.  D.  1554,  and  the  fc* 
cond  of  Mary^s  reign,  our  refugee  had  the  happinefs 
to  board  in  the  fame  houfe  with  Dr.  Edwin  Sandys> 
who  had  likewife  fled  from  England  on  a  religious 
account;  and  who,  in  the  better  days  of  Elizabeth, 
became  the  exemplary  archbifhop  of  York,  By  his 
advice,  and  that  of  two  other  intimate  friends  (Mr. 
Chambers  and  Mr.  Sampfon),  he  made  a  fblemn 
and  affefting  recantation  of  his  fubfcription,  in  > 
full  congregation  of  ,Engli(h  Proteftants,  on  a  Sun- 
day mornins,  after  having  preached  a  moil  tender 
penitential  lermon.  It  was,  faid  he,  my  abjeffc  and 
cowardly  mind,  and  faint  heart,  that  made  my  weak 
hand  commit  this  wickednefs.  He  bitterly  bewailed 
his  &11 ;  and,  with  lighs  and  tears,  fupplicated  for«- 
givenefs,  of  the  God  whofe  truth  he  had  denied, 
and  of  the  Church  of  Chrift  whom  he  had  fo  griev- 
oufly  offended.-  If  the  eyes  of  thie  preacher  were 
wet,  thofe  of  his  auditory  were  not  dry ;  and,  from 
thenceforward,  "  AH  embraced  him  as  a  brother  in 
Chrift;  yea,  as  an  angel  of  God.  Whoever  feri* 
oufly  confiders,"  adds  Dr.  Fuller,  "  the  high  parts 
of  Mr.  Jewel,  will  conclude,  that  his  fall  was  ne» 
ceflary  for  his  humiliation." 

After  fome.flay  at  Frankford,  he  was  invited  to 
Stralburgh,  by  his  old  friend  *  Peter  Martyr ;  who, 

being 

"*  When  Mary  came  to  the  crown,  and  the  tide  was  tumine  faft 
for  the  le-introduAion  of  Popery,  it  was  high  time,  for  Peter  Nhrtyr, 
feafonably  to  provide  for  his  own  fccurity.  This  great  divine  was, 
by  birth,  a  foreigner ;  and  had  been  invited  hither  by  king  Ed* 
ward,  who  fixed  him  at  Oxford,  where  he  fat  as  dirinity  profeflbr, 
until  the  death  of  that  good  prince.  He  had,  thereforCj  the  warrant 
of  public  ^ithy  and  the  law  of  nations,  for  his  fafety.  Seeing  how 
matters  were  like  to  go  under  the  mifchieyous  government  of  the 
bloody  female,  he  folicited  for  leave  to  letnm  to  his  own  country : 
and  it  was  granted  hira.  And  well  it  was,  that  he  had  proted^ion  oi 
proof:  otherwife,  fuch  was  the  enmity  of  the  Papifts,  and  {o  (harp 
ietwae  the  teeth  of  fome  perfecutiog  biihops,  againft  him;  that 
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being  both  wealthy  and  hofpitabk,  had  inftituted  % 
kind  of  college,  for  learned  and  religious  men>  more 
cfpecially  for  Proteftant  refugees,  in  his  own  houfe. 
He  entertained  them  with  a  friendfliip  and  liberality 
truly  noble  ;  and  politely  made  our  Jewel  the  fub-a 
preGdent  of  his  numerous  guefts  :  all  of  whom  ho 
continued  to  (belter  and  fupport,  until  milder  times, 
or  more  advantageous  fettlements  elfewhere,  made  i^ 
their  intereft  or  inclination  to  remove. 

^?  It  ^  is  no  lefs  pleafant  to  confider,  than  admir-r 
able!  to  conceive,  how  the  exiles  fubfifted  fo  long, 
and  Co  far  from  their  native  country,  in  fo  comfort* 
able  a  condition.  Efpecially,  feeing  Gardinerj^ 
bifhop  of  W'inchcfter,  folemnly  vowed,  fo  to  flop 
the  fending  of  all  fupplics  to  them,, that,  for  very 
hunger,  they  Ihould  eat  their  own  nails,  and  then 
feed  9n  their  fingers-  ends.  But  threatened  folks 
live  loiig:  and,  before  thefe  banifhed  men  were 
brought  to  that  fliort  bill  of  fare,  the  bifhop  was 
eaten  up,  of  worms,  himfclf." 

During  the  remainder  of  Mary's  evil  reign,  Mr, 
Jewel,  and  the  other  Englifli  Proteftants,  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  Germany,  fubfifled,  on  the  whole^^ 
very  comfortably,  beyond  fea.  It  is  pleafing  to^ 
trace  the  various  •f  methods,  by  which  God's  kind 
providence  fupplied  the  wants  of  all  thofe  excellent 
men,  who  had  quitted  their  native  land,  for  the 
fake  of  Chrifl  and  his  gofpel. 

I .  Many  of  them  were  clergymen,  and  had  been 
richly  beueficed  in  ^he  foregoing  reign  of  king  Ed^ 

they  would  haVe  made  Dr.  Martyr  brool^  hi$  own  name,  apd  haro 
facrificed  his  life  to  their. fary. — .^FuLliER. 

It  i$  a  debt  of  jufticc  dqe  to  the  mcipory'  of  bifhop  Gardiner,  tq 
acknowledge,  that,  bad  as  he  was.  Providence  ipade  him  the  prii^ 
cipal  inftrumcnt  of  procuring  Peter  Martyr  the  rcguefted  pafs-po4 
from  England,  The  bifhop  revered  him*  for  his  immenfe  learning, 
and  for  the  (hming  virtues  of  his  life  :  and  therefore  exerted  his  in- 
fluence with  the  new  government,  to  obtain  him  th^  favour  (and  it 
y.'^s  a  great  favour  iudeqd,  as  times  then  v^ent)  of  si  fafe-cendu^  t(^ 
Germany. 

♦FulJcr,  +  Sec  Fuller's  CJimch  Hiftoiy,  bookviii. 
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ivard.  Thefe  prudent  men,  perceiving  the  rapid 
decline  of  that  good  monarch's  health,  and  dread- 
ing the  religious  revolution  which  his  advancing 
death  might  occafion  ;  had  managed  their  revenues 
lb  firugally,  as  to  feather,  their  nefts  before  the  ftorm 
came  on.  By  this  means,  they  afterwards  had  it  in 
their  power,  not  only  to  fupport  themfelves  in  a 
foreign  land,  but  likewife  to  adminifter  to  the  main- 
tenance of  their  poorer  brethren, 

2.  Some  of  the  Englifti  refugees  were  lay-perfons, 
of  high  birth,  and  great  opulence.  Among  thefe, 
were  fir  John  Cheeke,  fir  Richard  Morifon,  fir 
Francis  KnoUys,  afterwards  privy  counfellor  to 
queen  Elizabeth ;  fir  Anthony  Cook,  father-in-law 
to  that  Cecil  who  was  afterwards  lord  Burleigh  ;  fir 
Peter  Carew,  renowed  for  his  valour  in  Ireland, 
where' he  died  in  1576;  lady  Elizabeth  Berkeley; 
and  lady  Dorothy  Stafford,  afterwards  lady  of  the 
bed-chamber  to  queen  Elizabeth.  Thefe,  and  other 
exiles  of  wealth  and  rank,  were  eminently  liberal  to 
their  companions  in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of 
Chrift. 

3.  A  great  number  of  pious  Proteftants,  ftill  re- 
fident  in  England,  found  means  to  remit,  with 
fecrefy  and  fafety,  large  fums  of  money,  from  time 
to  time,  for  the  relief  of  their  Chriftian  brethren 
abroad.  Fuller  tells  us,  that  the  greater  part  of 
thefe  home  benefaftors  were  Londoners ;  and  adds 
a  remark,  which  holds  as  true  now,  as  it  did  two 
centuries  ago,  viz.  that  "  London  commojily  coun-" 
terpoifeth  the  charity  of  all  the  land  befides." 

4.  One  Mr.  Thomas  Eaton,  a  London  merchant, 
but  living  in  Germany,  contributed  much,  by  his 
princely  hofpitality,  to  the  well-being  of  his  exiled 
countrymen  :  for  he  was  communis  hofpes^  the  enteri- 
tainer  general,  of  as  many  of  them,  £ls  had  either 
occafion,  or  inclinatibn,  to  c^vail  themfelves  of  his 
Unlimited  generofity. 
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5.  The  king  of  Denmark,  the  prince  Palatine  of 
the  Rhine,  the  duke  of  Wirtenburgh,  the  duke  of 
Bipont,  together  with  all  the  States  and.  free  cities 
where  the  Engjifh  fojourned,  were  nobly  boun> 
tiful  to  them. 

6.  The  Dutch  clergy,  and  alfo  thofe  of  Switzer-r 
land  (particularly  at  Zurich ),  vied  with  each  other  ia 
afts  ofkindnefs  totheProteftai^tftrangeri^,  .  Among 
the  foremoft  in  beneficence,  were,  BuUinger,  Pelr 
lincan,  Bibliander,  Simler,  Wolphius,  Lavator,  and 
Zuinglius  :  divines,  fays  Fuller,  ^*  whofe  (hort  fti-? 
pends  would  fcarce  reach  to  maintain  themfelves ; 
^nd  yet  their  thrift  and  charity  ftretched  their 
ftipends  fo,  as  therewith  to  relieve  others/*  The 
learned  Qefner,  the  famous  natural  hiftorian,  was. 
iikewife  eminently  liberal. 

7.  Some  of  the  Englifli,  who  were  meii  of  erudi- 
tion, maintained  themfelves,  by  writing  treatifes  of 
religion,  ^nd  of  fciencc  j  and  the^  difppfing  of  their 
pianufcripts,  fqr  a  good  price,  to  the  bookfellers^ 
Others  acquired  a  competent  livelihood,  by  fyper* 
intending  and  correfting  the  prefs,  "  Such  fums^*^ 
fays  Dr.  Fuller,  *^  though  fm^ll  in  bulk,  were  grea| 
in  blefling:  a  divine  benediftiop  being  always  in-? 
vifibly  breathed  on  painful  and  lawful  diligence. 
Perfoiis,  induftriqufly  occupying  themfelves,  thriv© 
better,  on  a  little  of  their  own  honeft  getting  j  thai^ 
lazy  heirs,  on  the  large  revenyes  left  tp  them.  • 

8.  "  One  thing  mv^ch  kept  up  the  credit  of  i\i% 
exiles,  with  the  merchants  and  bankers  beyond  the 
feas:  namely,  the  certain  and  conftant  report  ot 
queen  Mary's  decaying,  condition.  She  was  daily 
confuming,  though  increafingj  wafting,  though^ 
fwelling^  with  a  dropfical  diftemper,  which  coulcj 
not  be  kept  fo  clofely  under  the  key  of  con- 
feffiop,  but  that  it  became  ^he  public  difconrfe  at 
home  and  abroad.  This  gave  reputation  to  fucl^ 
Englifli  in  Germany,  as  were  known  to  be  poffeffed 
gf-f  ft^ttes  in  their  own  country :  enabling  them  tp 
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Wtow  convenient  fums  from  any  creditors/*  Thus, 
in  fame  way  or  other,  did  God*s  good  providence 
take  ample  care  of  them  all.  His  own  grace  had 
tayght  them  to  feek,  firft,  his  kingdom  and  righte- 
ou^fnefs;  and  every  needful,  temporal  mercy  was  ad- 
ded unto  them. 

We  left  Mr  Jewel,  at  the.houfe  of  his  munificent 
friend,  Dr,  Peter  Ma^rtyr,  in  Strafburgh.  While 
tjiere,  he  was  not  a  little  ferviceable,  in  return  for 
tiie  generous  reception  given  him  by  that  great  man  ;, 
whom  he  affifted  in  the  publication  of  his  [i.  e.  of 
Martyr' s3  Ledures  on  the  Book  of  Judges.  Mr. 
Jewel  alfo  tafted  largely  of  Calvin's  bounty,  and  of 
Melanfthpn's  j  who  remitted  tiim  (as  they  did  like- 
wife  to  many  others  of  the  Englifh)  occafional  fum« 
of  money,  though  their  own  *  revenues  were  by  no 
ineans  affluent^ 

On  Dr.  Martyr's  invitation-  to  the  divinity  chair 
at  Zurich,  Mj.  Jewel  accompanied,  him  thither : 
^nd  was  of  great  ufe  to  him,  in  the  difcharge  of  the 
weighty  office  annexed  to  that  dignity. 

*  Calvin's  whole  (Upend  at  Geneva,  amounted  to  about  tvventf- 
five  pound s,  fierling,  per  annum.  The  fenate  prefled  bim  to  accept 
of  more  ;  but  he  peremptorily  refufed  any  addition.  Suppofing 
money,  at  that  time,  to  be  four  times  as  valuable  as  at  prefent ;  his 
income  was  worth  abot^t  lool.  per  annum,  according  to  the  modem 
eftipiation  of  fpecie.  Even  Monfieur  Bayle  admires  and  celebrates 
this  extraordinary  proof  of  Calvin's  diiintereOednefs  and  deadnefs  to 
the  world  :  *'  That  a  man,''  fays  he,  *'  who  had  acquired  fo  grea^ 
reputation,  and  fuch  authority,  (hould  yet  have  had  but  a  falary  of 
^n  hundred  crowns,  and  refufe  to  accept  of  more ;  and,  after  living 
55  ypars  with  the  uimoft  frugality,  (hould  leave  but  three  hundred 
crownsto  his  heirs,  including  his  library,  which  fold  very  dear;  is 
fomething  fo  heroical,  that  one  muft  hav^  lo(l  all  feeling,  not  to 
admire  it. -' 

MelanAhon's  falary  was  not  a  great  deal  better,  confidering  he 
bad  a  wife  and  family  to  take  care  of.  His  income  (fee  the  Bio. 
gfiiphical  Didionary,  vol.  viii.  p.  325.)  was  but  three  hundred  Ger- 
man  florins,  per  annnna.  A  German  florin  is  2s.  4d.  £ngli(h«  Con* 
ftquenlly,  his  finances  amounted  to  thirty-five  pounds,  yearly: 
vhich,  quadrupled,  ma]ce  140I.  per  annum^  accorqing  tQ  tne  then 
^lup  of  mqney. 

Queen 
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Queen  Mary,  departing  this  life,  went  to  her  own  *^ 
place,  November  17,  1558,  in  the  43d  year  of  her 
age,  after  a  bloody  and  difaftrous  reign  of  5  years, 
4  months,  and  1 1  days.  Her  death  was  a  moft 
happy  event,  for  the  Church  of  God,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  Some  time  before  (he  finifhed  her 
courfe,  fuch  of  the  exiles  as  had  their  chief  fupport: 
from  the  charity  of  good  people  in  England,  were 
beginning  to  be  anxious ;  the  ufual  fupplies  being, 
in  a  great  meafure,  cut  off.  This  was  owing  to  the 
malicious  vigilance  of  bifliop  Gardiner :  who,  gain- 
ing intelligence  of  their  benefaftors  here,  threw 
feme  of  them  into  prifon,  and  impoverilhed  otherf 
by  various  modes  of  oppreffion;  fo  that  the  current 
of  their  bounty,  to  the  tranfmarines,  was  almoft  in- 
tirely  ftopt  *,  Yet,  in  this  difficulty,  the  exiles  wer^ 
liberally  relieved,  by  the  feafonable  humanity  of  fe- 
deral German  princes  and  citie^. 

No  fooner  was  the  happy  news  of  Elizabeth's  ac- 
ccffion  to  the  throne,  publicly  announced  on  the 
continent;  than  the  exiles  returned  to  England? 
and,  among  the  reft,  Mr.  Jewel.  On  his  arrival,  he 
{pent  his  firft  fix  months  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  CuK 
verwell,  a  citizen  of  London;  and  then  removed 
into  the  family  of  Lord  Williams  of  Tame,  The 
31ft  of  March  foUowiiiig,  he  was  one  of  the  eight 
Proteftant  divines,  who  were  appointed  to  hold  an 
open  difputation>  in  Weftminfter  Abbey, .  againft 
eight  Romanifts.  On  this  occafion.  Fuller  juftly 
remarks,  that  the  iffue  of  this  confqren,ce  was  fimilar 
to  "  the  general  deftiny  of  fuch  public  colloquies  ; 
which,  like  fytamore  trees,  prove  barren  j  and  the 
larger  the  leaves  of  expedation,  the  lefs  the  fruits  of 
fuccefs.  The  aifembly  diflblved :  and  it  were .  hard 
to  fay  which  were  louder,  the  Papifts  in  complain-^ 
ing,  or  the  Proteftants  in  triumphing.** 

In  -f-  July,  1559,  Mr.  Jewel  was  appointed  on^  of 
the  Queen's  commiffioners,  to  vifit  the  diocefes  of 

*  Clark's  Lives*  i  Siographia  Brltannica. 

Sarum, 
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S&ram,  Eteter,  Briftol,  Bath  and  Wells,  and  Glo- 
cefter ;  and  to  weed  them,  as  m\ich  as  poffible,  of 
Popery.  And,  not  many  months  after  (viz.  Jan, 
^i,  1559-60),  as  a  reward  for  his  diftinguilhed  learn- 
ing and  merit,  he  was  confecrated  bilhop  of  Salif- 
bury. 

So  bright  a  luminary  could  not  fail  of  moving  to 
great  advantage,  in  fo  eminent  a  fphere.  Even  at  a 
time,  when  all  the  bifhops  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land were  found  in  the  faith,  and  eminent  for  holi- 
nefs;  Dr.  Jewel  was  remarkable  for  the  fervor  of  his: 
graces,  the  fanftity  of  his  life,  and  his  laborioufnefs 
in  the  vineyard  of  Chrift. 

-  In  his  firft  epifcopal  vifitation,  he  began  (what  he 
afterwards  happily  perfefted)  fuch  a  thorough  refor- 
Aiation,  not  only  in  his  cathedral,  and  in  the  paro- 
chial churches,  but  alfo  in  the  courts  of  his  jurif- 
diftion;  as  procured  both  to  himfelf,  and  to  the 
whole  order  of  bilhops,  the  utmoft  reverence  and 
efteem.  He  was  a  ftrift  overfeer  of  all  the  clei^, 
^nd  of  all  the  pariflies,  in  his  large  diocefe :  an^  fo 
narrowly  watched  *the  proceedings  of  his  chancellor 
and  archdeacons,  and  of  his  ftewards  and  receivers^ 
that  they  had  no  opportunity  of  conniving  at  error^ 
or  at  vice;  much  lels  of  being  guilty,  themfelves, 
pf  oppreffion  or  injuftice.  To  prevent  thofe  abufes, 
for  which  the  epifcopal  courts  were,  fometimes,  too 
defervedly  cenfured,  he  frequently  prefided  in  per- 
fon.  And  being,  moreover,  in  the  commiffion  of 
the  peace,  he  was  no  lefs  ufeful  as  a  civil  magiftratc, 
than  exemplary  as  a  bifliop,  and  pquitable  as  an 
ccclefiaftical  judge,  • 

With  regard  to  his  more  private  condudt,  he 
ufually  rofe  at  four  in  the  morning;  and,  after 
prayers  with  his  family  at  five,  and  divine  fervice  in 
thp  cathedral  at  fix,  he  was  fo  fixed  to  his  fliudies, 
all  the  rei^iainder  of  the  forenoon,  that  he  could  not> 
without  the  greatefl;  difficulty,  be  perfuaded  to  in- 
jerr^pt  them,     After  dinner,  his  doors  an^  his  ears 

were 
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were  open  to  all  comers;  and  what  had  been  faid  of 
the  emperor  Titus,  Vas  juftly  applied  to  this  Chrif-^ 
tian  prelate,  that  he  never  fent  any  perfon  away  from 
bis  prefence^  diffatisfied  of  grieved.  Suitors  being 
t4ius  difmifled,  he  heard,  with  fingular  patience  and 
impartiality,  thofe  caufes,  which  were  either  debated 
before  him  as  judge,  or  referred  to  him  as  an  arbi- 
trator: and  as  much  of  the  day,  as  remained  imoc^* 
.  cupied  by  thefe  public  duties,  he  confidered  as  clear 
gain  to  his  ftudies. — About  nine  at  night,  he  called 
all  his  fervants  to  a  fpiritual  account,  how  they  had 
ipent  the  day;  and  thence  went  to  prayers  with 
them,  in  his  chapel :  from  whence  he  direftly  re- 
paired again  to  Jiis  ftudy,  and  read  or  wrote  until 
about  midnight. 

He  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  by  preaching, 
and  writing,  in  the  defence  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, and  againft  the  errors  of  Popery.  In  1560,  he 
gave  a  public  challenge  (in  a  fermon,  which  he 
preached  at  St.  Paul's  Crofs,  London)  to  all  the 
Papifts  throughout  the  world  ;  defying  them  to  pro- 
duce but  one  clear  and  evident  teftimony,  out  of 
any  father  that  jflourilhed  within  fix  hundred  years 
after  Chrift,  for  any  one  of  the  various  articles  iii 
which  the  Church  of  Rome  diffents  from  that  of 
England.  His  *  text,  on  this  celebrated  occafion^ 
was  I  Cor.  xi.  23.  This  vigorous  attack  involved 
him  in  a  long,  but  very  ufeful,  controverfy ;  for  the 
Romanifts  muftered  their  utmoft  forces,  to  defend 
their  finking  caufe.  And  to  their  fruitlefs  attempts 
we  are  indebted,  for  that  ineftimable  work  of  the 
bifhop's,  publiflied  in  1562,  and  entitled.  An  Apo- 
logy for  the  Church  of  England :  written  by  his 
lordfhip  in  elegant  Latin,  that  all  the  learned  men 
in  Europe  might  judge  on  which  fide  the  ftrefs  of 
argument  lay  ;  and,  afterwards,  tranflated  into  Eng- 

*  The  fermoQ  itfelf  was  printed*  the  fame  year :  and  an  extraA 
from  it  is  preferved  in  Cla(k'«  Lives,  and  10  the  Biogu  firitaniu 

liths 
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H(h;  and^thcn  into  Greek,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Eaftern  Churches.  Many  Popifti  champions,  botk 
foreign  and  domeftic,  entered  the  lifts  againft  this 
mafterlyand  unanfwerable  defence  of  the  gcfpeh 
To  theie  (and,  particularly,  tb  the  cavils  and  ca- 
lumnies of  Harding  the  jefuit)  our  prelate  replied,  ia 
A  Defence  of  the  Apol(^  for  the  Church  of  Eng*- 
land;  firft  printed,  A.  D.  1564.  Info  great  efteem 
was  this  treatife  held,  that  it  was  ordered,  by  queea 
Elizabeth,  and  by  king  James  I,  to  be  read  in  every 
parifh  church  throughout  England  and  Wales ;  and 
that  each  of  thofe  facred  edifices  fhould  be  furniflied 
with  a  copy,  chained  to  the  wall.  In  fome  of  our 
country  churches,  this  excellent  book  is  ftill  to  be 
feen. — Mr.-  Harding  ftrenuoufly  attacked  the  Dc* 
fence,  in  a  treatife  publifhed  at  Louvain,  K.  D. 
1568.  To  which  the  indefatigable  bifhop  wrote  a 
rejoinder,  printed  at  London,  in  folio,  A.  D.  i568> 
and  1570. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  1 565,  the  Univerfity  of 
OxfiDrd  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  Doftor  in 
Divinity,  though  he  was  then  abfcnt :  and,  the  year 
following,  he  attended  queen  Elizabeth,  in  the 
vifit  file  made  to  that  noble  feminary ;  and  fat  as 
Moderator,  at  the  divinity-difputations  which  were 
held  before  her  majefty. 

Providence  had  furniihed  this  great  and  evange* 
lical  prelate,  with  fuch  natural  talents,  as  moft  high« 
ly  qualified  him  for  the  important  departments  he 
was  deftined  to  fuflain.  His  memory  was  capacious 
and  retentive,  almoft  to  a  prodigy.  After  hearing  a 
remarkable  incident,  he  penned  it  down  in  his  com- 
mon*place  book:  and  the  trouble  of  once  writing^ 
any  thing,  would  imprels  it  fo  ftrongly  on  his  mind^ 
that  he  never  afterwards  forgot  it.  If  he  wrote  down 
an  intended  fpeech  or  a  fermon  (which  it  was  always 
iis  cuftbm  to  do)  5  he  juft  gave  it  a  fingle  perufal, 
and  could  then  exaftly  repeat  the  whole.  When 
the  bell  began  to  toll  for  church,  he  began  to  run 

his 


$6  ne  Life  of  Bifhop  Jewel 

his  eye  over  his  difcourfe :  and  was  peffeft  maftef 
of  it,  in  a  few  minutes.  Such  were  his  firmnefs  of 
nerves,  and  power  of  recolleftion,  that  he  ufed  fre-^ 
quently  to  fay,  If  I  was  to  deliver  a  premeditated 
fpeech,  before  ten  thoufand  auditors,  and  they  werd 
Ihotiting  or  fighting  all  the  while ;  I  (hould  ftill  be 
able  to  pronounce  the  whole  of  what  I  intended  to 
fpeak.  After  once  (or,  at  the  moft,  twice)  reading 
the  hardeft  and  uncoutheft  words,  in  fuch  languages 
as  the  Welfh,  Irilh,  &c;  and  meditating  a  little  up* 
on  them  ;  he  would  repeat  any  forty  of  them,  at  a 
time,  either  backwards  or  forwards,  without  hefita* 
tion.  In  the  year  1563,  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  lord 
keeper  of  the  great  feal,  having  read  to  him,  out  of 
Erafmus*s  Paraphrafe,  the  laft  claufes  of  ten  lines,* 
in  a  confufed  and  imperfed  manner,  on  purpofe  to 
try  him;  the  bifhop,  covering  his  face  with  his 
hand,  and  fitting  filent  awhile,  immediately  re-^ 
hearfed  all  thofe  broken  fentences,  both  the  right 
way,  and  the  contrary,  without  miflakc  or  embar- 
ralTment. — He  attained  to  this  amazing  memory^ 
partly,  by  the  help  of  art.  It  is  to  be  wifhed,  that 
his  method  of  improving  that  important  faculty,  had 
been  recorded.  But  we  only  know,  that  he  taught 
it  to  fome  of  his  friends :  and,  among  them,  to 
bifhop  Parkhurft ;  who  profited  fo  efFeftually  by 
Dr.  Jewel's  rules,  that  he  [Parkhurfl]  was  able,  in 
28  days,  and  by  devoting  no  more  than  one  hour 
each  day,  to  repeat  the  whole  28  chapters  of  St* 
Matthew's  gofpel,  both  regularly,  and  in  any  de-' 
tached  parcels. 

Though  bifhop  Jewel  was  a  conftant  preacher^ 
and  /indued  with  as.  profound  and  lively  talents  as 
man  could  well  be ;.  yet,  he  never  prefumed  fo  far 
on  his  inherent  powers,  as  to  preach  an  extemporary 
fermon.  I  do  not  mean  to  fay,  that  he  carried 
written  notes  with  him  into  the  pulpit;:  for  I  can- 
not find,  that  he  ever  did  this,  fo  much  as  once : 
but  he  always  premeditated,  and  generally  commit-^ 

ted 
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ttd  the  principal  parts  of  each  difcourfe  to  writing, 
prior  to  his  preaching  it.  In  the  article  of  preme- 
ditation, he  afted  properly  and  wifely*  In  penning 
his  fermons  beforehand,  he  incurred,  what  I  Ihould 
humbly  think,  a  needlefs  drudgery. 

His  moral  and  focial  charader  were  fuch,  4s 
might  beexpefted  in  a  bifhop,  who  was  favingly  re- 
generated by  divine  grace,  and  who  walked  in  clofe 
communion  with  God.  Devout,  charitable,  and 
liberal :  modeft,  humble,  and  temperate.  His  fe- 
tenity  of  foul  rendered  him  happy,  affable,  and 
chearful :  and  God  gave  hiim  the  mofl  abfolute ' 
maflery  over  all  his  paflions* 

His  genius  was  bright,  and  quick :  his  applica- 
tion to  fludy,  indefatigable*  Hence,  he  wds  pro- 
foundly verfed  in  the.  fciences ;  and  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  Greeks  Latin,  and  Italian  lan-^ 
guages  :  with  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  French 
and  German. 

Long  before  his  final  ficknefs,  he  predifted  its 
diflant  approach ;  and,  when  aftually  overtaken  by 
it,  he  foretold  the  precife  day  of  his  death.  So  far 
was  he  from  flirinking  backj,  at  the  thoughts  of  his 
diffolution ;  that,  *  by  fafling,  labour,  and  watch- 
ing, he  rather  feemed  to  accelerate  it :  defirous  to 
entertain  death,  and  to  meet  his  Saviour.  When 
in  a  very  weak  and  emaciated  flate,  he  was  riding 
to  Laycock  (a  beautiful  village,  near  Mel(ham,  in 
Wiltfliire),  with  an  intention  to  preach ;  a  gentle- 
man, who  met  him,  tenderly  advifed  him  "  to  re- 
turn home,  f6r  his  health's  fake :  it  being  better 
that  the  people  fhould  want  one  fermon,  than  that 
the  Church  of  God  fhould  lofe  fuch  a  preacher." 
To  whom  the  holy  invalid  returned  this  memorable 
.anfwer  (hear  it,  ye  modern  dignitaries  and  blufh  !) : 
•*  It  becomes  a  bilhop  to  die  in  the  ptilpit,  preacli- 

•  Clark,  8.  f, 

ing 
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ing  the  gofpel*."  He  went  forward  to  Laycckr^^ 
and  preached,  as  he  intended.  His  text  was,  Gal. 
V;  1 6.  Walk  in  the  fpirit.  It  was  the  lad  fermon 
he  ever  preached  :  for,  his  illnefs  gaining  ground  ou 
him,  more  and  more,  he  was  tonveyed  from  Lay- 
tock,,  to  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Monkton  Far- 
ley ;.  where,  taking  to  his  bed,  he  refigned  his  valu- 
able foul  to  God,  September  23,  i57i»  in  the  ijoth 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  interred,  in  the  choir  of 
his  cathedral,  at  Salifbury :  where  his  grave-ftone, 
with  his  name  upon  it,  yet  remains. 

With  refpeft  to  his  perfon,  he  was  of  a  thin  habit 
of  body,  which  natural  thinnefs  was  increafed,  by 
his  abftemious  way  of  living,  his  want  of  exercife^ 
and  his  intenfe  ftudies.  So  that,  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  life,  he  was  almoft  a  breathing  Skeleton :  or^ 
in  the  words  of  Dr.  Humphey,  Ad  incredibilem  mackm 
ferdu^uSy  tsf  vivurn  qmji  cadaver  effeShts. 

He  bequeathed  the  greater  part  of  his  eftate,  to 
his  fervants,  to  indigent  fcholars,  and  to  the  poor  of 

,  Saliflbury.  .  A  fliort  time  before  he  departed,  he 
called  all  his  family  into  his  chamber ;  and  expound- 
ed the  Lord's  Prayer  to  them,  as  they  ftood  weeping 
round  his  bed.  "  It  has  always  been  my  defire," 
faidhe,  "that  I  might  glorify  God,  by  facrificing 
my  life  unto  death,  in  defence  of  his  .truth. '  But, 

'  though  God  has  not  granted  my  deftre,  yet  I  rejoice 
that  my  body  is  exhaufted,  and  worn  away,  in  the 
labours  of  my  holy  calling.  And,  now  my  hour  is  at 
hand,  I  earneftly  defire  you  to  pray  for  me,  and  to 
help  me  with  the  ardency  of  your  afFeftions,  when 
you  perceive  me,  through  the  infirmity  of  the  flefh, 
to-  languifti  in  my  prayers.  Hitherto  I  have  taught 
you ;  but  now  the  time  is  come,  wherein  I  defire  ta 
be  taught  and  ftrengthened  by  you."    He  then  re^ 

*  It  is  fiippofedy  that,  in  this  fine  reply,  he  alluded  to  the  faying 
of  Vefpafian  ;  fome  of  wbofe  departing  words  were,  *'  Otortet  in* 
ftraforemjiofafm  mori;"  u  e«  An  empesoi  fhould  die  upon  his  feet. 

quefted 


The  LifiofBiJhopy^eL  .53 

quefted  them  to  fing  the  feventy-fifft  Pfalm :  in 
which  he  joined  with  them,  fo  far  as  his  extreme 
weaknefs  would  permit.  Among  his  dying  ejacula- 
tions, were  thefe  :  — Lord,  now  let  thy  fervant  de- 
part in  peace.— Break  off  all  delays.— Lord,  receive 
my  fpirit.  One  of  the  company  burft  out  into 
prayer,  with  tears ;  befeeching  God  to  reftore  the 
biftiop's  health,  and  to  continue  him  longer  upon 
earth.  The  expiring  faint  overheard  the  fupplica- 
tions  of  his  friend,  and  anfwered;  "  I  have  not  hved 
fo,  as  to  be  afliamed  of  living  longer ;  neither  am  I 
afraid  to  die,  becaufe  we  have  a  merciful  Lord.  A 
crown  of  righteoufnefs  is  laid  up  for  me.  Chrift  is 
my  righteoufnefs.  Father,  thy  will  be  done.  Thy 
mil,  I  fay ;  not  mine,  which  is  imperfeft  and  de- 
praved. This  day,  quickly,  let  me  fee  the  Lord 
Jefus/* 

Dr.  Fuller's  fummary  character,  of  the  bifliop, 
deferves  to  be  tranfcribed. 

A  jewel,  fometimes  taken  for  a  fingle  precious 
ftone,  is,  properly,  a  coUeftive  of  many,  orderly 
fet  together,  for  their  beft  advantage.  So,  feveral 
cminencics  met  in  this  worthy  man  :  naturals ;— t. 
artificials  (among  which  I  recount  his  ftudied  me- 
mory, deferving,  as  well  as  Theodeftes,  the  fur-- 
name  of  Mnemonicus)  3 — morals  s — but,  principal- 
ly, fpirituals. 

"  So  devout  in  the  pew,  where  he  prayed ;.  dili-p 
gent  in  the  pulpit,  where  he  preached ;  grave  on 
the  bench  [of  judicature],  where  he  affifed ;  mild 
in  the  confiftory,  where  he  judged  ;  pleafant  at  the 
table,  where  he  fed  5  patient,  in  the  bed  where  he 
died ;  that  well  it  were,  if,  in  relation  to  him, 
fecmdum  uftim  Saturn  were  made  precedential  to  all 
pofterity. 

"  He  gave,  at  his  death,  to  Peter  Martyr,  a 
golden  rofe :  more  fragrant  for  the  worth  of  the 
giver,  than  the  value  of  the  gift.  To  the  city  of 
Zurich,  a  prefent;    which  they  converted  into  a 
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piece  of  plate,  with  Jewel's  arms  thereoBf  To  fe* 
veral  fcholars^  large  legacies.  T^o  the  church  <^ 
^alifbury,  a  fair  library  j  and  another  to  the  church 
pf  England  j  I  me^n,  his  learned  Apology^ 

^<  It  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  his  fopl,  or  his  ejacu^ 
Rations,  arrived  firft  in  heavens  Teeing  he  praye4 
dying,  and  died  praying. 

^*  tie  was  buried  in  the  choir,  by  bifliop  Wyvil : 
two  champions  of  the  Church,  lying  togetner.  One^ 
who,  with  his  fword,  proffered  to  maintai|i  the 
lands  ^  the  other,  with  his  pen,  defended  the  doct 
trine,  thereof* 

**  In  the  abfence  of  Dr.  Humphrey,  deCgixed  foi 
that  fprvice,  Mr.  Giles  Laurence  preached  his  fur 
perals  [i,  e.  funeral  fermon}  :  who,  formerly  (being 
tutor  to  the  children  pf  fir  Arthur  Darcie,  by  Aldr 
gate,  in  London),  in  queen  Mary's  days,  prefervei 
Jewel's  life,  and  provided  accopiflacidatipns  fo^  hi^ 
gight  beyoiid  the  feas.-^ 
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some  account  op 
Dr.    C  a  R  L  E  T  O  N, 

BISHOP    OF   CHICHESTER. 

GEORGE  Carleton,  one  of  the  ableft  and  de- 
vouteft  prelates  on  record  in  EngUlh  hiftory, 
%as  born,  A.  D.  1559,  at  Norhamin  Northumber- 
land :  of  which  caille,  bis  father  wa^  at  that  tim$ 
governor. 

He  received  his  grammatic  learning,  under  the 
care  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Bernard  Gilpin  :  whofe 
^ithfiil,  judicious,  and  affedlionate  attention  to  his 
young  pupil,  was  fo  remarkably  owned  of  God,  that 
the  excellent  tutor  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  feeing  him 
rife,  at  once,  into  a  fchoUr  and  a  faint.  When 
Mr.  Carleton  became  fufficiently  qualified  for  the 
Univerfity,  he  was  tranfpknted  to  Edmund  Hall, 
in  Oxford ;  where  he  was  liberally  fupported  by  the 
munificence  of  his  old  mafter  Mr.  Gilpin,  who  loved 
him  as  his  fon,  and  who  feems  to  have  forefeen  the 
eminence  and  ufefulnefs  for  which   God  had  de* 

I  figned  him. 

While  at  Oxford,  our  future  bifliop  was  a  pattern 
to  the  reft  of  his  fellow-ftudents,  in  piety,  in  charity, 
in  fpirit,  infaith^in  purity.  Perfons,  who  are  devout 
in  very  early  life,  are  fometimes  prone  to  negleft,  if. 
not  to  defpife,  that  literary  cultivation  of  the  under- 
ftanding,  which,  at  a  more  advanced  age,  they  know 
the  value  of,  too  late,  Mr,  Carleton  was  bleft  with  a 
meafureofwifdom,  to  difcernand  avoid  this  miftake. 
Next  to  the  care  of  his  foul,  and  the  maintenance 
of  communion  with  God,  his  grand  bufinefs  was, 
to  furniOi  his  mind  with  as  much  important  know-^ 
ledge  as  he  could  grafp.  Hence  the  folid  and  fwift 
advances,  which  Providence  enabled  him  to  make, 

I  E  a  in 


j|5  Some  Account  of  Bifhop  Carkton. 

in  the  various  walks  of  ufeful  and  ornamental  fcienc^f 
In  February,  I58p,  he  took  his  Batchelor*s  degree, 
with  a  pre-eminence  of  applaufe,  which  did  hin^ 
honour  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  laid  the  firft  vifible 
foundation  of  his  fubfequent  promotions. 

He  was  elefted  Probationer  Fellow  of  Merton 
College,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft-mentioned  year, 
1 580  5  and  proceeded  Dodlor  in  Divinity,  A.  D, 
1613.  From  his  long  and  conftant  refidehce  at  Oxr 
ford,  he  appears  to  have  been  extremely  fond  of  aa 
academic  life :  nor,  probably,  would  any  thing  but 
the  royal  command,  have  drawn  him  out  of  a  5>hcre 
fo  fuited  to  his  regular  and  philofo|)hical  turn  of 
^lind. 

On  the  1 2th  of  July,  161 8,  he  was  Gonfecratedto 
the  fee  of  Landaff :  to  which  elevation,  he  was 
raifed,  and  entitled,  not  only  by  his  amazing  genius, 
learning,  and  virtues ;  but,  chiefly,  on  account  of 
his  mafterly  and  refolute  oppofition  to  Arminianifm, 
which  had,  by  that  time,  found  its  way  hither  from 
the  Dutch  Provinces,  and  with  which  feveral  of  the 
Englifli  clergy  were  then  beginning  to  be  infedled, 
Dr.  Carleton,  in  his  fermons  and  Univerfity  difpur 
tations,  had  fhewn  himfelf  fo  watchful  againft  the 
encroachments  of  this  newly-imported  poifon,  an^ 
\vas  fo  accomplifhed  a  mailer  of  the  whole  contra- 
.verfy,  th^t  king  James  I.  (who  hated  the  Armi-! 
nians  with  p,  perfeft  hatred,  until  he  thought  fit, 
fome  years  afterwards,  to  make  ufe  of  theni  for  por 
litical  purpofes)  firft  appointed  him  to  the  above 
bifhopric,  and  then  fent  him,  as  his  religious  ple:r 
nipotentiary,  and  as  one  of  the  io\\x  reprefentatives 
of  the  Church  of  England,  to  the  famous  fynod  of 
Dort :  where  his  lordihip  affifted  that  moft  venera-r 
bie  affembly,  in  their  candid  trial  and  juft  condem^ 
.  pat  ion  of  the  Arminian  herefies. 

So  faithfully,  as  ^  minifter  of  God,  and  fo  ably, 
as  a  man  of  talents,  did  our.  excellent  bifhop  acquit 
hjmfelf  at  Dort,  that,  on  his/fetv^rri  to  England, 
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ttie  States  of  Holland  wrote  king  James  a  letter  of 
thanks,  for  fending  to  them  a  perfon,  whom  they 
not  extrkvagantly  ftyled^  "  imago  atque  exprejfa  vir- 
Ittiis  effigies:''^  i.  e.  a  living  image  and  counterpart  of 
all  virtue.  His  majefty,  likewife,  was  fo  thoroughly 
fatisfied  with  the  whole  of  his  cohdud:  *j  that  he 
trinflaled  him  to  the  fee  of  Ghichefter,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1619. 

What  mufl:  endear  his  name  to  pofterity,  while 
found  teligion  breathes  in  England j  are  the  invalu- 
able works,  which  bis  pioils  and  learned  pen  has 
bequeathed  to  the  Church  of  God.  Among  thefe, 

velut  inter  ign'es 

Luna  minoreSj 

ihines  his  faiilous  "  Examination"  of  Mr.  Richard 
Mountagu's  "Appeal.'*  This  Moiintagu,  in  or- 
der to  curry  favour  with  Charles  I.  and  with  arch- 
bifhop  Laxldi  wrote  a  very  (hallow,  but  very  info- 
lent  tradt,  entitled,  "An  Appeal. to  Gsefar:"  iii 
which  the  author  was  fo  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  veracity 
and  (hame,  as  to  aim  at  •  fqueezing  the  articles  and 
homilies  of  the  Church  of  England  into  the  new-^ 
fangled  mould  of  Arminianifm.  Many  were  the  re- 
futationSi  whieh  the.  paltry  and  daring  pamphlet  re^ 
ceived,  froni  fome  of  the  beft  and  great  eft  clergymen 
then  living.  Biibop  Carleton  was  among  the  fore- 
moft  to  affert  the  feriptural  and  eftabliflied  dodkrines^ 
in  oppofition  to  the  innovations  of  error;  and  td 
that  worfe  than  Stygian  flood  of  varniftied  Atheifm^ 
which  has  fince  over-whelmed  fo  grcfat  a  part  of  the 
Prdteftant  vineyard^  and  which  ftill  continues 
(though  in  a  much  narrower  channel  than  formerly) 

*  "  Re^  a  fynodd .  geftas  non  noftrnm  eft  attingere :  fatis  erit 
licinotaire,  Landav^nfem  hunc  hofl^um  tanta  cum  eraditionis  & 
pietatis  laode  controverfias  agitatas  adminiftrafTe,  Ut,  in  patriam  re- 
veHus,  Jacobo  regi  carior  faftus,  ad  cpifcopatum  Ciccftrenfem,  vi- 
cefimp  Septembns,  idiQiprOmoveretter." 

Godwin,  de  Pxsftilib.  Angl.-«£dit4  Ricbatdfon,  fdl.  p.fi^*. 
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to  roll  its  baneful  ftream.  The  great  prelate  fore- 
faw,  and  deplored,  the  terrible  efFefts^  which  havte 
redounded  from  the  free-will  fyftem;  and  which 
once  operated,  almofi  to  the  utter  extirpation  of 
Chriftianity,  morality,  and  found  philofophy,  from 
off  the  face  of  this  land. 

Before  our  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  troubles,  in  the 
ferenteenth  century,  arrived  at  their  height,  God 
was  pleafed  to  tranilate  Dr.  Carleton  from  earth  to 
heaven.  He  expired,  aged  69,  foil  of  faith  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  richly  laded  with  good  works^ 
in  May,  1628,  and  was  buried,  the  l7th  of  that 
month,  in  the  choir  of  Chichefter  catnedral,  near 
the  altar. 

The  compilers  of  *^  Biographia  Kritannica,"^  who* 
have  fupplied  us  with  feveral  of  the  above  particu-* 
laTSy  are  fo  juft  to  the  memory  of  this  profound  and 
ftedfaft  Calviniftic  bifllop^  as  to  obfcrve,  that  •*  He' 
was  a  perfon  df  folid  judgment,  and  of  various  read- 
ing ;  well  verfed  in  the  fathers  and  fchoolmen  j 
wanting  nothing  that  could  render  hbn  a  complete 
divine.** — Echard,  in  his  "  Hiftory  of  England  */" 
charafterizes  him  in  terms  of  diftinguifhed  honour.^ 
—As  does  the  indefatigable  Dr.  Fullei:  •f',  whofe 
words  are  :  ^  About  thfe  time,  Geoige  Carleton^ 
that  grave  and  godly  bifliop  of  Chichefter,  ended 
his  pious  life.  He  was  bred  and  brought  up  under 
Mr;  B.  Gilpin,  that  apoftolical  man;  whofe  life  he 
[i.  e.  bifhop  Carleton}  wrote,  in  gratitude  to  his 
memory.  He  retained  his  youthful  and  poeticat 
ftudies,  fre(h,  in  his  old  age." 

The  teftimony  of  the  great  Mr..  Camden,  (hall' 
clofe  the  prefent  fketch  (I  wifli  the  materials  were 
more  ample)  of  this  admirable  prelate's  life  and 
character.  The  learned  antiquarian,  in  his  account 
of  Norham  and  its  caftle,  writes  as  follows  r  "  This,. 

♦  Vol.  ii.  p.  72i  +  Cliiirch  Hift.  Book  ».  p-  13 1».    Se« 

alfo  Dr.  Fuller's  Wortbies  of  England^  part  ii-  p.  304. 
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And  other  matters^  were  taught  me  (for  1  (hall  al- 
ways owli  my  inftmaors)  by  Geoi^e  Carleton,  born 
at  this  place  :-^whom,  fot  his  excellent  proficiency  in 
divinity  (whereof  he  is  profeflbr),  and  the  other 
polite  parts  of  learntngj  I  love,  and  atn  loved  by  him. 
And  I  were  unworthy  of  that  loVe,  if  I  (hoBld  not  ac- 
knowledge his  fnendlhip  *.'*  Mr.  Camden  wrote 
this,  in  i6<57,  ibme  years  before  Dr«  Carl^ton's  ele- 
vation to  a  bilhopric. 
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MEMOlkS     OF 
JOHN,  Lord  HARINGTON, 

BARON    OF'    EXtON*. 


T^HIS  extraordinary  young  noblemari  was  thd 
-^  eldeft  fon  of  that  lord  and  lady  Harington,  to 
whofe  care  king  James  I.  committed  the  education 
of  his  daughter  Elizabeth,  ^ho  was  afterwards  mar- 
ried to  Frederick,  prince  eleftor  Palatine.  They 
were  perfons  eminent  for  prudence  and  piety,  and 
were  unwearied  in  forming  the  mind  of  their  fon  tof 
karning,  and  his  manners  to  virtue. 

He  foon  manifefted,  that  the  labours  of  his 
parents  and  tutors  was  not  in  vain  in  the  Lordy 
Eflfeftual  grace  laid  hold  oahis  heart,  betimes ;  and^ 
as  he  advanced  in  years,  he  gave  brighter  and 
brighter  evidences  of  found  converfion  and  in- 
creafing  holinefs. 

In  very  early  youth,  he  was  able  to  read  the  com-' 
Hion  Greek  authors,  not  only  with  eafe,  but  with; 
tafte..  He  fpoke  Latin  with  fluency  j  and  wrote  it 
•with  elegance  :  and  could  converfe  with  foreigners,? 
either  in  French,  or  Italian..  He  was  not  a  perfe6t 
fpeaker  of  the  Spanifh,  but  had  enough  of  it  to  read 
and  underftand  feveral  books  written  in  that  lan-^ 
guage.  Logic,  natural  and  moral  pliilofophy,.  and 
the  mathematics,  he  was  more  than  competently 
mafter  of;  and  excelled  in  the  theory  of  taftics,  and 
of  navigation.  What  added  luftre  to  all,  were,  his 
deep  experience,  and  his  admirable  knowledge  of  the 

*  See  the  fecond  volume  of  that  curious  work,  entitled^  Nug» 
Antiquap,  p.  112. Alfo^  Clark's  Lives. 
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great  things  of  God.  Theology  was  his  grand  and  fa- 
Irourite  ftudy;  and  there  were  few,  evenof  thefacred 
order  (though,  at  that  time,  bi(hops  and  clergymen 
merited  the  name  of  divines),  who  could  difembari- 
3ufs  an  intricate  queftron,  or  refolve  a  difficult  cafe 
of  confcience,  with  more  ability,  judgement^  and 
fpirituality.  than  he. 

Being  well  grounded  in  religion  and  learning,  his 
noble  father  lent  him  to  make  the  tour  of  France 
and  Italy,  under  the  care  of  the  excellent  Mc. 
Tovey,  who  had,  formerly,  been  head  mafter  of  the 
free-fchool  at  Coventry*  During  their  travels  on 
the  continent,  they  feem  to  have  been  imprudently 
zealous,  in  their  avowal  of  the  Proteftant  faith  ;  by 
which  having  given  bfFence  to  fome  Jefuits,  the  lat- 
ter took  an  opportunity  to  adminifter  a  flow,  but 
fure  poifon,-  to  the  noble  traveller  and  his  religious 
tutor;  that  (fays  the  original  writer  of  this  memoir);,. 
**  feeing  they  had  no  hope  of  being  able  to  corrupt 
their  minds,  they  might  at  leaft  deftroy  their  bodies, 
and  bring  them  to  their  graves." 

Mr^  Tovey,  who  was  in  years,  and  lefs  able  t^ 
Oicounter  the  ftrength  of  fo  potent  a  poifon,  died 
quickly  after  his  return  to  England.  But  lord 
-Harington,  who  was  of  a  ftrong  conftitution,  and 
in  the  prime  of  life,  did  not  fo  foon  yield  to  it's 
efFedtSy  though  it's  violence,  prefently  fhewed  itfelf 
in  his  countenances  and^  a  very  few  years  afterwardsy 
terminated  in  death. 

On  his  lordlhip's  arrival  in  England  from  his  tra- 
vels, he  teftified  his  gratitude  to  God,  by  giving 
twenty  pounds  to  the  poor,  which  donation  he  con- 
tinued annually,  while  he  lived.  The  fecond  fab- 
bath  after  his  landing  (having  fpent  the  preceding 
Saturday  with  his  tutor,  Mr.  Tovey,  in  prayer, 
fafting,  and  thankfgiving),  he  devoutly  attended  on 
the  preaching  of  the  word,  received  the  Lord's  fup- 
p^Ty  and  diftributed  five  pounds  to  the  pcor  of  that 
parilh,  together  with  forty  pounds  befide,  for  the 

relief 
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relief  of  indigent  minifters,  and  of  other  difire^cl 
Chriftians.  At  all  times,  his  conftant  rule  was^ 
n^ver  to  devote  lefs  than  a  tenth  part  of  his  income! 
to  charitable  purpofes- 

From  the  firft  day  of  his  laft  (icknefs,  he  ftrondy 
apprehended  the  approach  of  death ;  and  exercited 
himfelf  in  fuch  thoughts  and  duties  as  might  tend 
to  loofen  him  more  and  more  from  the  worlds  and 
aid  his  affeftions  in  their  flight  to  heaven*  Much 
of  his  time  was  fpent  in  focial  and  private  prayer^ 
and  his  converfation,  with  his  friends  and  domeftics, 
turned  chiefly  on  continual  confeflions  of  his  own 
finfolnefs,  declarations  of  his  faith,  and  profeflionS 
of  his  fure  and  certain  jufiification  through  Chrift 
Jefus.  So  ftrong  was  his  aflfurance  of  interefi  in  the 
covenant  of  grace,  that  not  one  cloud  of  mifgiving 
feems  to  have  darkened  his  mind ;  but  he  was  en- 
abled to  teftify,  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of 
glory,  that  he  feared  not  death,  in  what  form  foevef 
It  might  come  to  him. 

Great  were  his  defires,  to  be  diflblved  and  taken 
home  to  the  Lord.  About  two  hours  before  he  de- 
parted, he  witneffed,  to  thofe  about  him,  that  he 
fkill  felt  the  aflured  comforts  and  jOys  of  his  falva-*  ' 
tion  bv  Chrift.  When  the  laft  agonies  were  upon 
him,  he  was  heard  to  fay,  O  thou,  my  joy  !.  O  my 
God !  when  (hall  I  be  with  thee  ?  In  the  midft  of" 
which  holy  breathings,  he  placidly  and  triumphantly 
furrendered  his  foul  to  God,  A.  D.  1613  ;  aged  z^ 
years. 

His  manner  of  life  had  been  eminently  and  uni-  • 
formly  religious.  He  ufiially  rofe  every  morning 
at  five  J  and,  fometimes,  at  four.  When  he  firft 
waked,  his  conftant  care  was,  to  cultivate  commu- 
nion with  God,  by  offering  up  the  firft-fruits  of  the 
day,  and  of  his  thoughts,  to  the  uncreat^  Majefty. 
So  foon  as  drefTed,  he  endeavoured  to  put  'his  heart 
in  tune  for  family  worlhip,  by  reading  a  portion  of 
Scripture  j  after  which,  he  prayed  with  his  fervantsv 

This 
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This  duty  concluded,  he  fpcnt  about  an  hour  in 

.  teading  fome  valuable  book,  calculated  to  infocm 
his  underftanding,  and  to  animate  his  graces*—— 
Calvin's  Inftitutions,  and  Mr*  Rogers's  Treatife  *^ 
were  among  the  performances  which  he  hig^lf 
efteemed^  and  which  he  carefully  ftudied. 

Before  dinner,  and  before  fupper,  his  family  weitt 

,  called  together,  to  wait  on  God  in  reading,  finging^ 
and  prayer;  After  fupper,  prayer  was  repeated: 
and,  if  he  was  at  leifure  from  company  or  buiinefs, 
he  then  retired,  to  write  his  diary ;  in  which  he 
fctithfuUy  recorded  the  temptations,  fins,  and  fpi-^ 
ritual  mercies,  of  the  day.  When  in  bed,  fome  6r 
other  of  his  devout  fervants  read  to  him,  out  of  the 
Scriptures,  for  an  hour,  or  longer,  until  he  betook 
himfelf  to  deep.  Thus  he  both  lay  down,  and 
awoke,  with  God. 

He  was  a  moft  ftrift  obferver  of  the  Lord's-day : 
and,  as  far  as  poflible,  devoted  the  whole  of  it  to 
private  and  public  duties  :  yet  fo,  as  to  (hew,  that, 
,  m  his  eftimation,  public  ordinances  (hould  have  the 
preference  to  private  ones :  knowing  that  the  Lord 
loveth  the. gates  of  Sion^  more  than  all  the  dwellingi 
of  Jacob.     Hence,    though  he  had  an  houlhold 

,  chaplain,  he  conftantly  attended  the  public  fervice 
twice,  every  fabbath:  nor  did  he  vidate  this  rule, 
even  when  he  was  called  to  attend  the  royal  court, 
•If  bufinefsy  or  other  providences,  caft  his  lot,  occa- 
fionally ,  where  the  word  was  not  preached ;  he  would  « 
ride  many  miles  to  fome  other  place,  at  the  proper 
feafbns,  rather  than  defraud  his  foul  of  fpiritual  food. 
Immediately  after  fermon,  be  would  feclude  himfelf 
from  company,  for  about  half  an  hour,  in  order, 
by  prayer  and  meditation,  to  digefl  what  he  had 
heafd.  After  evening  fermon,  two  of  his  fervants 
•   repeated,  in  the  family,  before  fupper,  the  fubftance 

'     *  ftobablf,  Mr.  Rogers's  Commeolfify  on  the  XXXIX  Arti- 
^    cks^  is  the  trettifefaeicxneaiBC 

of 
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o(  that  and  the  morning  difcourfe,  from  notes  wLicli 
they  had  written  at  the  times  of  preaching ;  and  fo 
great  was  his  memory,  that  he  himfelf  would  ufually 
repeat  more  than  they  had  committed  to  writing- 
He  then  entered  the  heads,  and  principal  paffages^ 
of  each  fermon,  in  a  plain  paper  book,  which  he 
kept  for 'that  purpofe  ;  and  afterwards  difmiffed  his 
dpmeftics  with  prayer,  in  which*  he  had  a  very  ex* 
traordinary  gift. 

By  way  of  preparation  for  the  fabbath,  he  called 
his  foul  to  a  ftridt  account,  every  Saturday  night  i 
and,  with  confeflion,  fupplication,  and  thankfgiving^ 
committed  himfelf  to  the  grace  of  God  in  Chrifti 
On  the  Lord*s-day  morning,  rifing,  as  ufual,  very 
'  early  :  he  repeated  to  the  attendants  who  waited  ori 
him  while  he  was. rifing,  a  fummary  of  the  two  fer-» 
mons  which  they  had  heard  the  Sunday  before- 

Every  month  he  received  the  holy  communion  j. 
and  fandtified  the  preceding  day,  as  a  folemn  pri* 
vate  faft  :  reviewing  the  memoirs  of  his  experiences 
and  conduft  in  the  month  before,  and  fpending  the 
whole  day  in  prayer,  meditation,  and  felf-examina-« 
tion.  He  carefully  noted,  on  this  occafion,  how  it 
had  been  with  him,  fince  his  laft  appearance  at  tho 
holy  table ;  what  progrefs  he  had  made  in  piety  5 
how'  he  had  throve  in  grace,  and  ^vhat  additional 
ftrength  the  Lord  had  given  him  over  his  ebr-* 
ruptions.  Thus  he  fpent  his  monthly  faft  (befidc 
which,  he  frequently  kept  other  days  of  private  hu-^ 
miliation) ;  not  coming  out  of  his  ftudy,  until  about 
fupper-time.  On  the  facrament  morning,  he  con- 
ftantly  read,  i  Cor.  xi.  wherein  the  inftittttion  of 
that  holy  ordinance  is  treated  of:  and,  to  bis-  fer- 
vants  who  were  to  communicate  with  him,  he  read 
part  of  a  fpiritual  treatife  upon  the  fame  fubjed. 

He  wasr  deeply  tiittentive  to  the  word  preached^ 
fcnfible  that  it  was,  then,  eminently  in  the  prefence 
of  God;  and  demonftrated,  by  the  awfulnefs  and 
circumfpedion  of  his  behaviour,  that  he  came  to 
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hear,  not  the  preacher,  but  Chrift  fpeaking  in  his 
word. 

To  avoid  all  appearance  of  oftentation,  it  was  his 
cuftom  not  to  admit*  any  vilitant  or  acquaintance, 
either  to  his  prayers,  or  to  the  repetition  of  fermon, 
in  and  with  his  family,  except  one  intimate  friend 
only,  who  ufed  to  be  indulged  in  bearing  a  part  in 
thefe  heavenly  devotions.  How  far  lord  Harington 
judged  exaftly  right,  in  this  extreme  fcrupulouf- 
nefs,  is  not  for  us  to  enquire.  But  it  certainly  rc- 
fulted  from  a  very  high  fenfe  of  modefty  and  religi- 
ous delicacy. 

He  is  now  engaged  in  ftiU  more  exalted  family 
worQiip,  and  fings,  with  angels  and  glorified  faints, 
the  fong  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb.  Reader,  be  not 
ilothful  in  the  works  of  God ;  but  a  follower  of 
them,  who,  through  faith  ^nd  patience,  inherit  th? 

! 
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Sme  Account  of  the  Life  of  Herman  Witsius, 
D.  D.  Tranjlated  from  the  Latin  Oration,  which 
Marckius  delivered ^  before  the  Univerjitj  c/'Leyden, 
at  his  IntermetU. 

ENCHUYSEN  is  a  noted  and  confidcrable 
city  of  Weft  Friefland,  and  remarkable  for 
being  one  of  the  firft  towns  in  the  United  Provin- 
ces, which.  A-  D.  1572,  (hook  off  the  Spanifh  yoke. 
It  was  eminent,  moreover,  on  another  account; 
namely,  that,  having  embraced  the  pure  faith  of  the 
go(pel,  this  city  was  inflexibly  tenacious  of  the  truths 
it  had  received,  ahdmadeamoilftrenuousand  fuccels- 
ftilftandagainft  the  infolent  innovations  and  incroach* 
ments  of  the  Arminians,  at  a  time  when  that  pefti- 
lent  feft  was  newly  ftftrted  up,  and  had  rendered  it- 
felf,  by  the  number  of  its  adherents,  very  formidable 
to  the  whole  reformed  intereft  in  Holland.  And 
although  this  city,  from  the  convenience  of  its  fitua- 
lion  (being  a  fea-port),  had  been,  for  a  long  feries 
of  ages,  famous  for  its  extenfive  commerce  ;  yet  it 
has  been  fo  happy  as  to  produce  many  very  learned 
men,  and  able  minifters  of  the  gofpel :  and  perhaps, 
amidft  all  its  advantages,  it  has  not  more  reafon  to 
boaft  of  any  thing,  than  for  being  the  birth-place 
of  our  Hermannus  Witfius ;  who  was  born  here  on 
the  1 2th  of  February,  1636.  Which  fame  month 
and  year  were  rendered  further  memorable,  by  the 
credlion  of  the  famous  fchool  of  Utrecht  into  an 
Univerfity. 

His  father,  Nicolas  Witfius,  ferved  the  Church 
of  Enchuyfen,  firft  as  deacon,  and  then  as  pre(byter  : 
and  in  courfe  of  time,  being  advanced  to  civil 
honours,  he  was  made  treafurer  and  chief  magiftrate 
of  the  city  :  in  all  which  ftations,  his  piety,  integrity, 
and  humility,  exceedingly  endeared  him  to  all  hisi 

fellow^ 
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fellow-citizenSt  He  alfo  compofed  a  b6ok  of  facred 
poems  and  hymns :  which  were,  in  their  matter,  io 
(evangelical ;  and  in  their  m^inner,  fo  accurate  and 
Jively ;  that  they  feemed  diftated  by  heaven,  to  in- 
fpire  devout  afFe6tions,  and  cultivate  holy  joy  and 
ipiritual-mindednefs. 

The  mother  of  our  Witfius,  was  Joanna,  daughter 
of  Herman  Gerardus :  who,  fuffering  greatly  in  his 
own  country  on  account  of  his  religious  principles, 
fifter  fuftaming  many  loiTes,  and  running  various 
hazards,  got  fafe  to  Cnchuyfen ;  where  he  fettled 
with  his  family,  and  became  an  eminent  minifter 
in  the  church.  Here  he  continued  preaching  tha 
gofj>el,  for  upwards  of  thirty  years,  and  difcharged 
his  important  truft  with  fingular  faithfulnefs  and 
^eal ;  admired  by  all,  no  lefs  for  his  eloquence,  than 
learning.  And  fo  hearty  were  his  attachments  td 
his  flock  in  this  place,  that  he  refufed  many  invita* 
tions  fent  him  from  feveral  churches  in  Holland,  of 
jgreater  dignity  and  much  larger  revenues  than  his 
own. 

Witfius,  thus  defcended,  on  both  fides,  from  fiich 
worthy  perfons,  looked  upon  himfelf  as  under  au 
additional  obligation  fo  to  behave  and  adjuft  his 
conduft,  throughout  the  courfe  of  his  life,  as,  by 
the  bleffing  of  divine  grace,  to  bring  no  ftain  or  4ii* 
honour  on  a  family  thus  happily  diftinguilhed  by 
their  extraordinary  love  to  G<xl  and  reverence  for 
)iis  laws. 

Before  he  was  born,  his  pious  parents  made  a  vow 
to  the  Lord,  that,  if  they  had  a  male  child,  they 
would,  ifrom  his  eariieft  years,  endeavour  to  devote 
him  to  the  miniftry  and  fervice  of  the  fanftuary. 
^t  length,  a  fon  came ;  and  they  called  him,  after 
Jiis  pious  grandfather,  Hermannus :  befeeching 
God,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  fpirit  of  that  holy 
inan,  whofc  name  he  bore,  .might,  as  it  were,  revive, 
in  this  his  grandfon  ;  and  that  their  infant*ofFspring 
plight  |XOt  only  eqyal;,  \>}^t^  if  poffible,  even  go  be- 
yond 
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jrond  him,  in  Chriftian  graces  and  miniilerial  abili- 
ties.  And  their  prayers  were  indeed  fignally  an* 
fwered. 

I  muft  not  forget  to  inform  the  reader,  that  Wit- 
fius  came  (as  it  is  called)  before  his  time :  and  this 
premature  birth  had  well  nigh  coft  both  mother  and 
ion  their  lives.  In  confeqqence  of  this,  he  was, 
when  born,  fo  uncommonly  fmall  and  weakly,  that 
the  midwife,  and  the  other  women  prefent,  con- 
cluded he  muft  die  in  a  few  hours.  But;,  herein, 
God  disappointed  their  fears,  and  (for  what  can 
make  void  his  purpofes?)  raifed  this  p^ny  infant, 
afterwards,  into  a  very  great  ms^n  (not  in  body,  for 
he  w^s  always  fpare  and  thin) :  a  man  of  vail  inteU 
jeftual  abilities,  brightened  and  improved  by  deep 
ftudy,  and  whofe  fame  diffufed  itfelf  throughout  the 
ivhole  Chriftian  world,  by  his  ufeful,  numerous, 
and  lesiriied  labours. 

His  parents,  after  this  danger,  took  particular 
care  of  his  education,  and  were  obliged  to  be  ex- 
tremely tender  of  his  health.  Above  all,  they  en-t 
deavoured  (and  their  endeavours  were  crowned  with 
fuccefs  equal  to  th^ir  largeft  wiflies)  to  bring  him  up 
in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord;  teach-, 
ing  him,  ere  he  could  fpeak  diftinftly,  to  lifp  out 
the  praifes  of  God,  and  unfold  bi^  wsmts  in  prayer 
before  the  throne  of  grace. 

In  the  fixth  year  of  his  age,  he  was  entered  at  the 
public  fchool  of  his  native  town,  to  learn  the  rudi'- 
ments  of  Latin.  There  he  continued  three  years ; 
at  the  end  of  whlgh  fpace,  his  mother's  brother, 
Peter  Gerardus,  took  him  to  his  own  houfe,  and 
tinder  his  own  immediate  tuition.  This  worthy 
perfon  was  a  great  mafter  of  philofophy  and  the 
learned  languages  j  but  chiefly  devoted  his  time  to  the 
ftudy  of  divinity  :  and,  not  being  then  in  any  public 
employment,  enjoyed  a  comfortable  and  ufeful  re-r 
tirement,  addiftinghimfelfmuQh  tQ  the  inftr\i6tioa 
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and  imJ>rovement  of  his  nephew,  whom  he  loved  as 
his  own  fon. 

Under  the  care  of  his  good  uncle,  WitGus  made 
fo  rapid  a  progrefs  in  learning,  that,  before  he  was 
fifteen  years  old,  he  could  not  only  fpeak  and  write 
the  Latin  language  correftly,  and  with  fome  degree 
of  fluency-  but  could  alio  readily  interpret  the 
books  of  the  Greek  Teflament,  and  the  orations  of 
Ifocrates,  and  render  the  Hebrew  commentaries  of 
Samuel  into  Latin :  at  the  fame  time  giving  the 
etymology  of  the  original  words,  and  affigning  the 
reafons  of  the  variations  of  the  pointing,  grammati- 
cally. He  had,..likewife,  now,  acquired  fome  know- 
ledge of  philofophy;  and  had  fa  far  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  logic,  that,  when  he  was  removed  to  the 
Univerfity,  he  needed  no  preceptor  to  inftruft  him 
in  that  art.  He  learned  alfo,  while  he  continued 
with  his  uncle,  Walseus's  and.Burgerfdicius's  Com- 
pendiums  of  Ethics  :  which  latter  author  he  plied 
fo  diligently,  that  he  could,  at  any  time,  repeat  by 
heart  the  quotations  cited  by  him  from  any  of  the 
antient  writers,  whether  Greek  or  Latin.  He  ac- 
quainted himfelf,  too,  with  the  elements  of  Natu- 
ral Philofophy  and  Metaphyfics  >  and,  as  his  uncle 
always  kept  him  ufefuUy  employed,  he  was  likewife 
mafter,  and  that  almoft  by  heart,  of  Windelin's 
Compendium  of  Theology:  the  good  man  deeming 
it  an  effential  and  fpecial  part  of  his  duty,  to  make  his 
nephew,  from  his  earlielt  youth,  intimately  verfed 
in  niatters  of  divinity. 

His  uncle  liimfelf  had,  from  his  own  childhood, 
been  inured  to  fanftify  the  ordinary  actions  and  of- 
fices of  life,  by  fending  up  ejaculatory*  afpirations  to 
God,  fuitable  to  the  bufinefs  he  was  about :  in  order 
to  wliich,  he  had  made  his  memoiy  the  ftorehoufe  of 
fome  more  eminently  ufeful .  and  familiar  texts  of 
Scripture,  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  ' 
which  related  or  might  be  accommodated  to  every 
part  of  common  life  :    fo  that,  when  he  lay  down, 
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rofe  up,  dreffed,  wafhed,  walked  abroad,  ftodiedy 
or  did  any  thing  elfe,  he  could  repeat  appofite  paf- 
fages  from  the  holy  Scriptures,  in  their  original 
languages  of  either  Hebrew  or  Greek;  thereby,  in 
a  very  eminent  manner,  acknowledging  God  in  all 
his  ways,  and  doing  whatfoever  he  did  to  his  glory. 
This  fame  excellent  praftice  he  recommended  to  his 
nephew  :  which  hadfo  happy  an  effeft,  that  very  many 
portions,  both  of  the  Hebrew  Bible  and  Greek  Tes- 
tament, were,  in  his  youth,  fo  deeply  impreffed  on 
Witfius's  memory,  that,  even  in  his  old  age,  he 
never  forgot  them.  Were  all,  who  are  intrufted 
with  the  education  of  others,  equally  diligent  in 
forming  the  minds  of  their  pupils,  betimes,  to  piety 
and  learning;  and  were  all  young  men  equally  at- 
tentive and  obfequious,  as  Witfius ;  they  would  be 
better  fcholars  at  their  entrance  into  the  Univerfity^ 
than  the  generality  of  them  now  are  when  they 
leave  it. 

Having  made  fo  fwift  and  deep  a  progrefs  in  moft 
kinds  of  learning,  Witfius  began  to  think  of  re- 
moving to  Tome  Univerfity ;  and  fixed  on  that  of 
Utrecht,  which  was  very  eminent  for  the  excellency 
ofitscourfe,  the  ftridtnefs  of  its  difcipline,  the  re- 
putation of  its  profeffors,  and  the  number  of  its 
ftudents.  What  chiefly  recommended  this  place  to 
him,  were  the  advantages  he  hoped  to  gain  from  the 
lectures  and  converfation  of  thofe  very  famous  di- 
vines, who,,  at  that  time^  floutiflied  there  :  'efpecially 
Maatfius,  Hoornbeek,  and  Gilbert  Voe tins.  Hither,. 
therefore,  he  came,  A.  D.  1651,  and  in  the  fif- 
teenth year  of  his  age*  But,  juft  before  he  reached 
Utrecht,  Maatfius  was  gathered  to  his  fathers ;  fa 
that,  on  his  arrival,  he  had  only  the  melancholy 
fatisfadtion  of  hearing  the  great  Hoornbeek  pro* 
nounce  the  funeral  oration  over  his  much  loved 
friend  and  colleague. 

Being  thus  entered  at  the  Univerfity,  he  aflidu- 
oully  applied  himfelf  to  metaphyficsi    ufing,  for 

that 
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that  ptirpofe,  the  Manuduftio  of  Paul  Voetius : 
and,  being  greatly  taken  with  the  Oriential  lan*» 
gushes,  he  ftudied  them  undef  the  ever-memorable 
John  Leufden,  then  profeflbr  and  teacher  of  thofe 
tongues  there.  Under  the  direftion  of  that  eminent 
linguift,  he  went  through  the  greatef  part  of  the 
Hebrew  Bible ;  as  alfo  made  himfelf  matter  of  the 
Hebrew  commentaries  of  R-  Jarchi,  Aben  Ezra, 
and  Kimchi,  on  Hofea;  Jonathan's  Chaldee  para- 
phrafe  on  Ifaiah ;  and  the  Onkelos,  on  part  of  the 
Pentateuch.  He  likewife,  under  the  tutorage  of 
Leufden,  acquainted  himfelf  with  the  myfteries  of 
the  Maffora,  and  the  intricacies  of  the  Talmud,  as 
let  forth  by  Cocceius  and  L*Empereur.  Through 
his  inftruftions,  he  acquired  the  knowledge  df  Sy- 
riac,  and  the  rudiments  of  Arabic.  He,  very  early, 
gave  a  fpecimen  of  his  great  proficiency  in  the  He- 
brew tongue,  by  compofing  a  moft  elegant  and 
mafterly  oration  in  that  language,  De  Meffid  Juddo^ 
rum  ££?  Chrifiianorum :  which,  at  the  requeft  of  his 
mafter  Leufden,  he  prononuced,  with  great  ap- 
plaufe,  before  the  Univerfity,  A.  D.  1654,  and  in 
the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age. 

Though  he  was  thus  devoted  to  matters  of  litera- 
ture, he^  neverthelefs,  {et  apart  the  major  portion  of 
his  time  for  th6  ftudy  of  divinity  :  to  which,  as  he 
rightly  judged,  the  others  were  to  aft  in  fubfer- 
viency.  In  order  to  proceed  properly  in  this  great- 
eff  and  beft  of  fciences,  he  put  himfelf  under  the 
guidance  of  fuch  theological  profeflbrs  as  were  moft 
eminent  for  prbfound  learning  and  the  exafteft  Ikill 
in  the  facred  volumes :  and  who  might  confequently, 
be  moft  ferviceable  to  him  in  the  profecution  of  fuch 
ftudies.  Thefe  were  Gifbert  Voetius,  John  Hoorn- 
bcek,  Walter  Bruinius,  and  Andrew  Effenius.  Aflift- 
cd,  therefore,  with  fuch  preceptors,  and  adding  to 
their  inftruftions  indefetigable  labour  on  his  owii 
part,  and  both  being  crowned  with  the  grace  and 
blcffingofGodi  the  reader  may  form  fome  judg- 
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ment,  how  vaft  a  proficiency  fuch  a  ftudent,  with  fuch 
advantages,  mull  needs  make. 

About  this  time,  he  had  a  great  defire  of  repair- 
ing to  Groningen ;  chiefly  with  a  view  to  fee  and 
hear  the  celebrated  Marefius,  then  profeffor.of  di- 
vinity in  that  Univerfity,  Hither,  therefore,  he 
repaired,  toward  the  latter  end  of 'the  year  1654. 
Being  arrived,  he  devoted  himfelf  entirely  to  divi- 
nity, under  the  fole  guidance  of  Marefius :  and  en- 
tered on  the  exercifes  previous  to  preaching.  Thefe 
he  performed  in  the  French  tongue ;  and,  fo  well 
did  he  acquit  himfelf  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  his  tutor 
Marefius,  that,  notwithflanding  that  great  man  was 
fo  much  taken  up  with  various  bufinefs  of  import- 
ance, he  neverthelefs  condefcended  to  look  over,  and 
with  his  own  hand  to  correft,  Witfius's  declama-^ 
tions,  before  he  pronounced  them  in  public. 

Raving  fpent  a  year  at  Groningen,  and  obtained 
ample  teftimonials,  of  his  good  behaviour  and  great 
abilities,  from  the  college  of  divines;  he  deter- 
mined for  Leyden :  buti  having  received  informa- 
tion that  the  plague  was  making  great  havock  in 
that  city,  he  changed  his  mind,  and  refolved  to  re- 
vifit  his  beloved  Utrecht,  that  he  might  there  per- 
feft  himfelf  in  divinity,  ^  in  which  he  had  already 
made  fuch  large  and  happy  advances. 

On  his  return  to  Utrecht,  he  not  only,  as  for- 
merly, attended  all  the  divinity  ledures,  both  public 
and  private,  of  the  feveral  profeflbrs  j  but  entered 
into  a  flrift  and  thorough  intimacy  with  that  very 
excellent  divine  Bogaerdtius ;  than  whom,  Witfius 
was  of  opinion,  a  greater  man  never  lived.  From 
his  leftures,  converfation,  example,  and  prayers^* 
through  the  blefled  energy  and  grace  of  the  divine 
fpirit,  Witfius  was  enlightened  into  the  myfteries  of 
the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  and  led  into  the  comfort- 
able, heart-felt  enjoyment  of  inward,  fpiritual,  and 
experimental  Chriftianity.  Through  his  means,  he 
firft  learned  how  widely  different  tliat  knowledge  of 
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divine  things  is,  which  flows  from  mere  learning, 
ftudy,  andacquifition ;  from  that  fublime  and  heaven- 
taught  wifdom,  which  is  th^  refultof  fellowlhip  with 
Chrift  by  the  Holy  Ghoft:  and  which,  through 
his  own  powerful  influences  on  the  heart  of  hiseleft, 
glorioufly  conforms  the  believing  foul  more  and 
more  to  the  blefled  image  of  its  divine  Saviour. 

Witfius  always  humbly  and  thankfully  acknow- 
ledged, that  Bogaerdtius  was  the  inftrument  God 
made  ufe'of,  to  lead  him  into  the  inner-moft  tem- 
ple of  holy  love  and  gracious  experience ;  whereas, 
until  then,  he  flood  only  in  the  outer  court :  but, 
from  thenceforward,  difclaiming  all  vain  wifdom  and 
felf-dependance,  he  was  happily  brought  to  (it  down 
at  the  feet  of  Jefus,  fimply  to  learn  the  myfteries  of 
his  grace  from  his  blefled  teachings  alone,  and  to  re- 
ceive his  kingdom  as  a  little  child. 

Nor  yet  was  he  fo  taken  up  with  thefe  delightful 
and  fublime  matters,,  as  to  omit  or  flight  his  aca- 
demical ft;udies;  which  appeared  from  his  Thefes 
concerning  the  Trinity,  written  about  this  time  : 
wherein,  with  great  learning,  and  Angular  dexterity, 
he  proved  that  important  doftrine  from  the  writings 
of  the  antient  Jews,  and  fliewcd  how  very  far  the 
modern  ones  were  degenerated,  in  that  article,  from 
their  rabbis  and  forefathers.  Thefe  Thefes  he  de- 
bated publicly  in  the  Univerfity,  under  the  prefi- 
de.ncy  of  Leufden  :  and  although  they  were  oppofed 
by  fome  of  the  oldeft  (landers  and  ableft  difputants 
in  the  college,  yet  Leufden  was  of  opinion,  that  his 
young  pupil  defended  his  po(itionsfo  well,  and  main- 
tained his  ground  in  fo  firm  and  maflerly  a  manner,  as 
to  (land  in  need  of  no  aflTidance  from  him  :  wherefore 
he  fat  by,  the  whole  time,  without  interpofing  one 
word,  but  left  Witlius  entirely  to  it  himfelf.  And  it 
being  cuflomary  there,  when  dlfputations  are  over, 
for  the  defendant  to  return  thanks  to  the  Prefiden.t, 
for  his  care  and  aflidance ;  when  Witfius  did  this, 
the   Prefident   replied,   with  equal  truth  and  po- 
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litenefs,  "  You  have  no  reafon.  Sir,  to  make  me 
fuch  an  acknowledgment  j  fince  you  neither  had, 
nor  flood  in  need  ot,  any  aflSftance  from  me,"  This 
was  in  the  year  165^,  and  in  the  nineteenth  year  of 
his  a^e.  ^ 

Being,  by  this  time,  very  famous  in  the  two  Uni^ 
verfities  of  Utrecht  and  Groningen,  it  was  thought 
high  time  for  him  to  enter  on  an  office,  wherein  he 
might  be  made  of  general  fervice  to  the  Church,  In 
order  to  this,  it  is  expeded,  there,  that  all  candidates 
for  the  miniftry  give  fome  previous  fpecimen,  to  the 
Church,  of  their  knowledge  in  divine  things,  and  of 
their  abilities  for  fo  important  an  undertaking. 
Wherefore  he  prefonted  himfclf,  for  his  preparatory 
examination,  at  Erichxiyfen,  A,  D,  1656,  Here  h^ 
was  admitted  to  preach  publicly;  which  be  did, 
with  extraordinary  reputation  and  univerfal  applaufe. 
So  great  was  the  4tisfa6tion  he  gave,  that  there  were 
fcarce  any  country  churches,  in  North^HoUand, 
which  were  without  a  paftor,  that  did  not  put  down 
his  name  in  the  lift  or  the  candidates,  out  of  whom 
the  choice  was  to  be  made. 

At  the  inftigation  of  that  reverend  man,  John 
Boifius,  minifter  of  the  French  Proteftant  Church  at 
Utrecht,  Witfius,  though  naturally  exceedingly  balh- 
ful  and  diffident,  was  prevailed  with  to  folicit  the  aft 
fembly  of  French  divines  convened  at  Dort,  for  licence 
to  preach  publicly,  and  in  the  French  language,  in 
their  churches.  This  he  eafily  obtained ;  partly  by 
the  influence  of  the  celebrated  Anthony  Hulfius,  to 
whom,  at  the  reqyeft  of  Boifius,  Witfius  had  written 
a  very  elegant  epittle  in  Hebrew. 

From  that  time  forward,  he  often  preached  i^ 
French,  both  at  Utrecht  and  Amfterdam ;  as,  in 
the  courfc  of  his  miniftry,  he  had  done  a  confider-i 
fible  time  before,  out  of  the  French  pulpit  at  Leu-i 
warden.  But,  thinking  himfelf  not  quite  perfeft  in 
that  language,  he  propofed  taking  a  journey  into 
Ffaijce  for  that  ?nd  j    ^s  ^Ifo,  that  he  xnight  have 
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an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  many  eminent  divines 
and  univerfity  profeflbrsy  who  then  flourifhed  in  the 
Proteftant  parts  of  that  kingdom,  fiut  divine  Pro- 
vidence was  pleafed  to  order  matters  otherwife  :  for, 
in  the  year  1657,  ^^^  *^^  twenty-firft  of  his  age,  he 
had  a  regular  cdl,  from  the  church  of  Weftwouden, 
to  be  their  minifter :  and  into  this  office  he  was 
initiated,  on  the  8th  of  July,  in  the  fame  year. 
Weftwouden  is  a  town  fituate  between  Enchuyfen 
and  Hoorn,  at  about  an  equal  diftance  from  both  : 
and,  in  ecclefiaftical  matters,  is  united  to  the  ad- 
joining parifli  of  Binne  Wiifent.  Here  he  waited  on 
God  and  his  Church,  for  upwards  of  four  years; 
and,  being  in  the  prime  of  hfe,  was  the  better  able 
to  difcharge  the  duties  of  his  funftion  with  aftivity 
and  diligence.  He  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  fee  his 
labours  Tucceed,  efpecially  among  the  younger  fort, 
whom  he  very  frequently  catechifed,  with  great 
fweetnefs  and  condefcenfion,  accommodating  him- 
felf  to  their  underftandings :  infomuch  that  both 
the  children  and  youth  of  the  place,  who,  at  his  firft 
coming  there,  were  quite  ignorant  of  every,  thing, 
icould  not  only  give  a  judicious  account  of  the  prin- 
cipal heads  in  divinity,  but  could  alfo  confirm  and 
fupport  the  account  they  gave  with  numerous  and 
pertinent  quotations  from  Scripture :  and,  when 
they  came  home  from  church,  and  were,  at  any 
time,  queftioned  as  to  the  fermon  they  had  heard, 
they  could,  without  any  trouble,  recapitulate  the 
chief  particulars  of  the  difcourfe,  it's  fubjeft,  divi- 
fions,  doftrines,  and  improvements. 

When  the  fame  of  our  learned  and  able  paftor 
began  to  reach  far  and  wide,  he  received  an  invita- 
tion from  the  church  of  Wormeren,  in  the  fame  pro- 
vince of  North  Holland,  to  be  their  minifter ;  a 
church  famous  for  it's  numbers,  but,  at  that  time, 
fadly  harraffed  with  inteftine  jars  and  divifions  ;  and 
who,  therefore,  thought  they  could  not  poffibly 
chufc  a  paftor  more  capable  of  edifying  his  flock, 
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and  of  calming  their  diflentions,  than  Witfius.  To 
this  call  of  their's  he  acceded,  and  undertook  the 
miniftry  of  that  church  in  the  month  of  Odober, 
1 66 1,  and  the  25th  year  of  his  age.  Here  he  ftaid 
four  years  and  a  half;  fo  reconciling  all  parties,  and 
building  them  up  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and 
the  obedience  of  faith,  that,  on  one  hand,  he  had 
the  comfort  to  fee  himfelf  the  objed  of  his  people's 
moft.affeftionate  regard  ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  his 
pious  and  pacific  labours  were  not  in  vain  in  the 
Lord.  This  being  his  iituation,  he  could  not  he 
prevailed  with  to  change  it,  by  complying  with  the 
earneft  and  repeated  invitations  fent  him  by  the  in- 
habitants of  Sluys,  a  town  in  Flanders,  to  take  on 
him  the  paftoral  care  of  that  place,  and  to  preach  to 
them  afternately  in  French  and  Dutch,  However, 
being  afterwards  invited  to  Goes  in  Zealand,  he 
thought  it  advifeable  to  accept  the  call;  and,  re- 
pairing thither,  about  Whitfuntide,  A,  D.  1666, 
was  univerlklly  admired  for  his  purity  of  doftrine, 
depth  of  learning,  diligence  in  his  office,  and  holi- 
nefs  of  life.  Here,  he  had  three  pious  and  learned 
co-adjutors  :  two  of  whom,  being  confiderably  oldei^ 
than  himfelf,  he  revered  as  parents ;  and  the  third, 
being  much  about  bis  own  age,  he  loved  as  his  bro- 
ther; maintaining  with  them  all,  a  moft  pleafing 
harmony  and  profitable  intimacy.  While  he  con- 
tinued here,  he  enjoyed  fuch  opportunities  of  ftudy 
and  retirement,  and  was,  in  all  refpedts,  fo  comfort- 
ably fityated,  that  he  would  often  declare,  after- 
wards, he  never  fpent  his  time  with  greater  pleafure 
and  improvement,  and  could  have  wilhed  to  have 
paffed  his  day?  in  a  connexion  fo  agreeable. 

But  thefc  wifhes  were  fuperfeded,  by  tha  inha- 
bitants of  Leeuwarden,  the  capital  of  Frifeland  ; 
who,  in  November,  1667,  invited  him  to  their  me- 
tropolis ;  that  fo  burning  and  fhining  a  light  might, 
by  being  fixed  in  fo  confpicuous  a  place,  diffufe  it's 
ufeful  rays  in  a  manner  over  the  whole  province. 

.Hither,  . 
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Hither,  therefore,  he  came,  in  April;  1668;  the 
church  at  Goes  having  difmifled  him  With  great  ne« 
luftance  and  concern,  and  contrived  all  the  methods 
they  could  devife,  if  not  to  prevent,  yet  at  leaft  to 
retard  his  journey,  and  detain  him  with  them  as  long 
as  they  could. 

During  his  ftay  at  Leeuwarden,  it  can  fcarce  be 
conceived  with  what  vigilance,  faithfulnefe,  and  pru* 
dence,  he  laid  himfelf  out  for  the  edification,  com- 
fort, and  difcreet  guidance  of  that  church  :  which 
was  a  matter  of  the  greater  difficulty,  as  the  public 
affairs  were  in  a  very  critical  and  precarious  fitua« 
tion.;  the  United  Provinces  being  at  that  time  en« 
gaged  in  a  dangerous  war,  and  the  enemy  making 
frequent  inroads  into  their  territories.  At  this  fear 
fon  of  exigence  and  diftrefs,  I  much  queftion  if  there 
ever  lived  a  man,  whofe  labours,  for  the  good  both 
of  church  and  ilate,  were  more  remarkably  fucceis- 
fill ;  and  who,  by  his  great  talents,  as  well  in  civil 
as  religious  matters,  rendered  himfelf  more  ufefoi 
and  pleaiing  to  perfons  of  all  ranks  and  ftatioas. 
One  fignal  proof  of  the  high  efteem  in  which  he  was 
held,  was  his  being  made  tutor  to  tienry  Cafimir, 
.prince  of  Naflau,  and  hereditary  governor  of  the 
•province  of  Frifeland.  He  was  alfo  fingled  out  to 
be  the  religious  inftruftor  of  Amelia,  the  fore-men« 
tioned  prince's  mod  illuftrious  fifter ;  and  who  was 
afterwards  married  to  the  duke  of  Saxony  Eifenach. 
Witlius  was  made  very  ufeful  to  the  foul  of  this  ex- 
cellent princefs,  by  his  prudent  and  pious  informa- 
tions :  and,  about  this  time,  he  had  the  framing 
and  drawing  up  of  the  Confefiion  of  Faith,  publilhed 
by  that  princefs  and  her  brother  (with  the  approba- 
tion and  concurrence  of  their  mother,  Aibertina, 
princefs- of  Orange),  to  the  no  fmall  joy  and  edifica- 
tion of  the  churches  in  their  dominions. 

In  the  year  1675,  that  very  reverend  and  learned 
divine^  John  Mclchior  Steinberg,  profeiTor  of  theo- 
logy in  the  univerfity  of  Franeker,  departed  to  a 
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better  world ;  and,  that  they  might  the  better  repair 
io  great  a  lofs,  it  is  no  wonder  that  that  univerfity 
made  choice  of  Witfius  to  fill  up  the  vacant  pro- 
fefforfliip ;  efpecially,  as  they  had  abunda.nt  expe- 
rience of  his  mtegrity  and  great  abilities,  during  his 
feven  year's  refidence  in  their  province  of  Frifcland. 
And,  which  feemcd  to  add  ftill  greater  weight  to 
-their  invitation,  and  made  it  appear  yet  more  pro- 
vidential, the  church  at  Franeker,  being,  about  the 
ikine  time;  deprived  of  one  of  their  paftors,  em- 
braced the  prefent  occafion  of  calling  him  to  be  over 
them  in  the  Lord. 

Witfius,  on  the  offer  of  thefe  two  important 
charges,  repaired  to  Franeker ;  and,  after  the  uni- 
verfity had  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  dodtor  in 
divinity,  he  was  folemnly  invefled  with  the  pro- 
feflbrfhip  on  the  15th  of  April,  1675  ;  having  firft, 
85  is  cuftomary^  delivered  a  mofl  beautiful  oration 
De  vera  Theologo^  to  the  great  fatisfadtion  of  a  vaft 
atiditory,  who  flocked  to  Franeker,  on  this  occafion, 
from  all  parts  of  the  province. 

During  his  prefidency ,  the  univerfity  was  remark- 
ably thronged  with  fludents,  many,  who  were  de- 
figned  for  the  miniflry,  repairing  thither,  on  his 
account,  from  various  parts  of  Europe ;  who,  having 
finifhed  their  ftudies  under  his  tutorage  and  direc- 
tion, returned  back  to  their  own  feveral  countries, 
equally  built  up  in  piety,  and  advanced  in  learning* 
And,  that  he  might  be  defeftive  in  no  part  of  liis 
duty,  but  every  way  anfwer  the  iarge  expecjtations 
of  thofe  who  promoted  him,  he  had  fcarce  entered 
on  his  profefforfhifs  before  he  began  (furrounded  as 
he  was  with  bufinefs  of  great  importance,  botl^ 
public  and  private,  all  which  he  faithfully  and  ably 
difcharged)  to  fet  about  writing ;  and  publiftied,  in 
a  very  (bort  fpace  (befide  fome  felect  academical 
difputations,  and  a  fmaller  difcourfe),  two  learned 
and  pretty  large  treatifes  in  Latin  :  to  wit,  his  im- 
mortal book  on  the  Oeconomy  of  the  Covenants, 
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«nd  hb  Exercitations  on  the  Apollle's  Creed.  Thefe 
had  a  prodigious  fale,  being  foon  vended  through* 
out  Holland  and  all  Europe;  and,  going  through 
(everal  editions,  were  read  with  great  applaufe  and 
admiration  of  their  author. 

About  this  time,  he  became  acquainted  with  the 
famous  John  Marckius  (afterwards  his  colleague) : 
who,  being  originally  a  native  of  Frifeland,  though 
educated  at  Leyden,  after  he  had  fini(hed  his  ftudies 
there,  now  returned  to  his  own  country;  and 
Witfius,  having,  by  authority  from  the  cccTefiaftic^ 
fynod,  examined  him  as  to  his  abilities  for  the  mi- 
niftry,  folemnly  fet  him  apart  as  paftor  of  the 
church  at  Midluman,  fituate  between  Francker  and 
Harlingen.  Soon  after,  Marckius  commenced  D.  D. 
and  was,  by  Witfius's  influence  with  the  prince  and 
fenate,  made  ordinary  profeffor  of  divinity  in  Fra- 
neker,  A.  D.  1676. 

Frifeland,  thus  happily  poflefled  of  fo  incftimable 
a  treafure  as  Witfius,  began  to  be  the  envy  of  the 
neighbouring  ftates  and  univerfities,  who  were  each 
defirous  of  enjoying  fo  eminent  a  man  themfelves. 
The  univerfity  of  Groningen  was  the  firft,  that  in- 
vited him  to  leave  his  fettlement  at  Franeker ;  for, 
having  loft  their  great  profeflbrj^  James  Altingius, 
they  fcarcely  knew  where  to  avail  themfelves  of  a 
fucceflbr  equally  capable  of  difcharging  the  feveral 
weighty  duties  of  theological  and  philological  pro- 
feflbr,  and  likewife  that  of  being  paftor  of  the  uni- 
verfity church.  Wherefore,  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1679,  they  deputed  a  reverend  and  learned 
member  of  their  fociety,  to  wait  on  Witfius  at 
Franekdr ;  who,  being  arrived,  offered  him  very  ad- 
vantageou?  terms,  if  he  would  remove  to  Groningen. 

Witfius,  immediately,  communicated  the  propofal 
to  the  prince,  and  to  the  heads  of  the  univerfity  ot 
Franeker,  and  defired  their  advice.  They,  with  one 
voice,  teftifying  the  great  efteem  in  which  they  held 
him,  and  uniting  in  a  moft  earneft  requeft,  that  he 

would 
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would  not  think  of  leaving  them ;  he,  very  modeftlf 
and  TcfpeftfuUy,  excufed  himfelf  to.  the  uniycrfity 
ofGroningen. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  i68o,  the  univerfity 
of  Utrecht  (their  profeffor,  Burmannus,  being  dead) 
looked  out  for  fome  eminent  'perfon  to  make  up  his 
lofs ;  and,  without  much  hefitation,  fixed  their  eyes 
on  Witfius  for  this  purpofe.  In  order  to  prevail 
with  him  to  accept  the  overture,  they  difpatched  an 
honourable  deputation  to  Franeker,  by  whom  they 
importuned  him  to  come  over  to  Utriecht,  and  adorn 
that  church  and  univerfity  with  his  reCdencc. 

Although  Witfius  was  cordially  attached  to  Frife^ 
land,  as  being  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  where 
he  had  fpent  the  major  part  of  his  life ;  yet,  from 
the  love  he  bore  to  Utrecht,  the  place  of  his  educa* 
tion,  the  meflTengers  had  not  much  difiiculty  in 
gaining  his  confent.  Therefore  being,  with  great 
reluftance  on  their  part,  difmiffed  by  the  univerfity 
of  Franeker,  he  repaired  to  Utrecht,  where  he  and 
the  famous  Triglandius  were  jointly  invefted  with 
the  minifl:ry  of  that  church,  on  the  25th  of  April, 
1680 ;  and,  fojir  days  after,  he  commenced  divinity 
profeffor:  having,  firft,  delivered  a  mofl:  elegant 
oration  (aftei-wards  printed),  De  Prafiantid  VeritatU 
Evangelic  a.  ^ 

In  this  elevated  fl:ation,  he  continued  more  than 
twenty-two  years ;  during  which  time,  it  is  incredi- 
ble with  what  application  and  fuccefs  he  guided  the 
affairs  both  of  the  church  and  univerfity ;  each  of 
which  flourlfhed  exceedingly,  under  his  faithful  and 
laborious  adminiftration. 

He  was  fingularly  happy  in  his  colleagues ;  hav- 
ing, for  his  affeffors  in  the  univerfity,  thofe  illuftri- 
ous  divines,  Peter  Maftricht,  Melchior  Leidecker, 
and  Herman  Halenius.  For  his  affiftants  in  the 
Church,  he  had  many,  equally  eminent  for  piety, 
learning,  zeal,  and  moderation  :  among  whom  were 
Peter  Eindhovius,  and  John  Ladftrager,  formerly 

his 


Some  Account  pfthe  Life  of  JVttfius.  8t' 

Jiis  colleagues  in  the  church  at  Leeuwarden.  He 
had,  like  wife,  in  the.  Univerfity,  befide  thofe  al- 
ready mentioned,  that  immortal  linguift,  John 
Lcui'den,  formerly  his  tutor ;  together  with  Gerard 
Uriefius,  and  John  Luitfius,  both  very  eminent  in 
phiJofophy,  and  to  whofe  care,  for  inftrudion  in 
matters  purely  literary,  thofe  youth  were  committed, 
who  were  defigned  for  the  miniftry. 

His  congregation  at  Church  confifted  chiefly  of 
the  magiftrates  and  inhabitants  of  the  city :  who 
were  adl  no  lefs  edified,  than  aftoni(hed,  at  the 
energy  which  accompanied  his  preaching,  and  the 
mafterly  freedom  and  propriety  of  his  elocution. 

As  a  public  and  private  tutor,  he  had  a  moft  nu- 
merous circle  of  excellent  youths,  who  .flocked,  on 
his  account,  to  Utrecht,  from  every  part  of  the 
Proteftant  world ;  and  who  hung,  with  no  lefs  rap- 
ture, than  improvement,  on  his  learned,  pious,  and 
eloquent  lips.  Even  his  private  leftures  were  at- 
tended, daily,  not  only  by  thefe  his  pupils,  but 
likewife  by  great  numbers  of  dodors  in  divinity, 
and  profelTors  of  the  feveral  fcierices. 

This  great  man,  therefore,  feeing  his  labours 
crowned  with  fuch  abundant  fuccefs,  Ipared  no  pains, 
nor  fatigues,  whereby  he  might  advance  the  inter- 
efts,  and  diffufe  the  knowledge,  of  religion  and  learn- 
ing. In  confequence  of  this,  he  would  fpend  many 
nights  totally  without  fleep:  nor  was  he  content 
with  ferving  the  Church  and  the  ^Univerfity,  by 
preaching,  leduring,  converfing,  and  difputing  in 
the  public  halls;  but  committed  his  treafures  of 
knowledge  to  writing,  and  publifhed  many  books 
truly  invaluable,  which  will  tranfmit  his  name  with 
renown  to  fucceeding  generations :  nor  can  they 
ever  fink  into  oblivion,  fo  long  as  true  religion,  un- 
aflfeded  elegance,  and  profound  literature,  have  a 
friend  left  in  the  world. 

The  people  of  Utrecht,  from  the  highefl:  to  the 
lowed,  were  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  worth  of  fuch 

a  man : 
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a  man :  whence  we  find  tbem  heaping  all  th*^  ho- 
nours upon  him,  which,  being  a  mmifter,  he  was 
capable  of  receiving.  He  had  always  the  prefer- 
ence given  him  in  their  fynods,  and  was  twice  ho- 
noured with  the  fupreme  government  and  hcadChip 
of  the  Uriiverfity :  namely,  in  the  years  1686,  and 
1697.  Npr  muft  we  omit,  that  when,  in  the  yeaf 
1685,  the  iStates  of  Holland  fent  a  fplended  embafly 
to  James  the  Second,  king  of  Great  Britain,  who  at 
that  time  was  purfuing  meafures,  which  at  laft juftly 
ended  in  his  total  ruin;  andWalTenar,  lordof  Duven-- 
warden,  and  Weeclius,  lord  of  Dykeveldt,  and  Cit- 
tcrfius,  were  the  perfons  nominated  to  execute  this 
fumptuous  commiffion ;  the  fecond  of  thefe  noble 
perfonages  eafily  convihced  the  other  two,  that  none 
was  fo  proper  to  attend  them  to  England,  in  quality 
of  chaplain,  as  Witfius :  who  might  not  only,  by 
his  uncommon  knowledge  in  religious  ttnd  civit;^ 
matters,  be  of  great  fervice  to  them  in  both  refpefts  5 
but,  alfo,  be  no  fmall  credit  to  the  reformed  churches 
of  Holland,  by  letting  the  EngliOi  nation  fee  what 
great  divines  flourilhed  there.  The  defign  being 
intimated  to  Witfius,  he  chearfiiUy  clofed  with  it  ^ 
though  he  was  at  that  time  very  ill,  and  weak  in 
body.  After  fome  months'  ftay  in  England,  he 
conteffed,  on  his  return,  that  he  had  converfed  with 
the  *  archbifliopof  Canterbury,  the  biftiop  of  Lon* 
don -f,  and  many  other  divines,  both  conformifts 
and  diflenters  :  "  by  which  converfations,'*  he  would 
lay,  "  I  was  much  furthered  in  learning,  experience, 
and  moderation  J. "  From  that  period  forward,  the 
principal  prelates  and  clergymen  in  England  did  not 
conceal  the  refpeft  and  efteem  in  which  they  held 
this  great  man :  efpecially^  as  he  came  to  be  more^ 
and  more  known  to  them. 

%  Dr.  William  Sandcrofc.  -f  Dr.  Herny  tiompton. 

i  Marckiiis's  words  are,  **  Faflus  eft. -haad  paaca  obfervifle^ 

quae  ad  dodrinas  fase  facerrnt  aigmentuiSf  8c  quibui  ad  oflinem  pnu 
aentiafflredderemriAftrudUor/*  • 
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By  this  time,  there  were  few  places  in  the  Chrif- 
tlaji  world,  which   the  fame  of  Witfius  had  not 
reached*     And  now  it  was,  that  the  commiffioners 
of  the  Univerfity  of  Leyden,  and  the  magiftrates  of 
that  city,  refolved  on  inviting  him  thither ;  and  the 
rather,  as  the  very  eminent  Spanhemius,  junior,  was 
judged  to  be  ill,  paft  recovery  :  and  it  pleafed  that 
moft  excellent  prince,  William,  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  governor  of  Holland,  to  ratify  their  choice 
with  his  royal  approbation.     The  profefforfhip  of 
L,eyden  beir^  tendered  to  Witfius  in  form,  he  ac- 
cepted it.     Though  the  people  of  Utreclat  were 
loth  to  part  with  fo  great  an  ornament,  he  had  folid 
and  fufficient  rcafons  for  removing :  as  he  judged, 
he  might  be  more  useful,  if,  for  the  few  remaining 
years  of  his  life  (which,  according  to  the  cotirfe  of 
nature,  could  not  be  many),  he  fhould  defift  from 
preaching,   and  devote  himfelf  intirely  to  Univer- 
fity  bufinefs.     He  was  the  more  confirmed  in  this 
lefolution  when  he  received  information,  from  IjEein- 
iius,  the  iUuftrious  adminiftrator  of  Holland,   that 
king, William  heartily  concurred  in  his  removal. 
Some  time  afterwards,  that   truly  great  monarch. 
Laving  admitted  Witfius  to  a  perfonal  conference, 
was  pleafed,  with  his  own  mouth,  to  ratify  the  fame, 
in  terms  very  affeftionate  and  obliging :    afluring 
him,  "  how  highly  agreeable  it  was  to  him,  that  he 
obeyed  the  call  to  the  profeflfor's  chair  at  Leydcn,^ 
of  which  call  he   [i.  e.  the  king]  himfelf  was  the 
firft  mover :  and  that,  for  the  future,  he  might  de* 
pend  on  his  omitting  no  opportunity  of  tefUfying 
the  favour  he  bore  him,  and  the  reverence  in  which 
he  held  him.**     And  the  king  was,  ever  after,  as 
good  as  his  word. 

On  his  entrance  upon  the  profefTorfliip  at  Leyden 
(i.e.  on  the  i6thof  Oftober,  1698)!,  he  delivered 
his  fine  oration  DeTbeologo  modefto.  And  with  wh4t 
integrity  he  difcharged  his  high  office,  for  the  re- 
maining ten  years  of  his  life^  how  incefiTant  his  la-. 
•     .  bour? 
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bours  were ;  with  what  wifdom,  and  fkill,  he  taught; 
with  what  refiftlefs  eloquence  he  fpoke ;  with  what 
alacrity  he  went  through  the  academical  difputa- 
tions;  how  holily  he  lived;  with  what  nervous 
beauty  he  wrote  j  with  what  fweetnefs  of  addrefs, 
with  what  humility,  candour,  and  benignity  of  de- 
meanor, he  behaved  in  commgn  life;  and  what  an 
ornament  he  was  to  the  Univerfity ;  were  almoft  im- 
poffible^  and  altogether  needlefs,  to  fay. 

He  had  fcarce  been  a  year  at  Leyden,  when  the 
States  of  Holland  and  Weft-Frifeland,  at  the  re- 
commendation of  the  governors  of  the  Univerfity, 
made  him  regent  of  their  Theological  College,  in 
the  room  of  their  lately  deceafed  regent,  Marcus 
Effius:  which  he  could  fuperintend,  without  omit- 
ting any  part  of  his  duty  as  profeffor ;  having,  for 
his  aflbciate  in  the  profefibrfhip,  the  famous  Antony 
Hulfius.  When  he  was  invefted  with  this  new  of- 
fice of  truft  and  dignity,  that  illuftrious  nobleman, 
Hubert  Roofemboomius,  prefident  of  the  fupreme 
court  of  Holland,  principal  of  the  Univerfity  of 
Leyden,  and  lord  of  Sgrevelfrecht,  made  a  moft 
elegant  oration  (regiftered  in  the  college  afts,  and 
worthy  of  being  univerfally  read)  :  wherein,  in  the 
name  of  the  heads  of  the  Univerfity,  he  not  6nly 
largely  fet  forth  the  juft  praifes  of  the  new  regent, 
but  likewife  fervently  exhorted, the  Fellows  of  the 
Divinity  College,  to  ftiew  him  all  due  veneration, 
and  give  him  every  other  mark  of  becoming  duty 
and  efteem. 

Witfius  entered,  with  great  reluftance,  on  this 
new  ftage  of  adtion :  and  it  is  well  known,  that  he 
would  have  abfolutely  declined  it,  had  he  not  con- 
fidered  himfelf  bound  in  duty  and  gratitude,  both  to 
accede  to  the  pleafure  of  the  States,  and  to  fpend 
and  be  fpent  in  the  fervice  of  the  Church.  How- 
ever, he  went  through  this  weighty  office,  with  fide- 
lity, and  indefatigable  zeal :  and  his  care,  for  the " 
youth  under  him,  wa»  rendered  eafier,  from  the 
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affeftion  he  bore  them ;  and  from  the  ap|)arent  fiic- 
cefs,  with  which  his  inftrudions  were  attended.  At 
the  fame  time,  he  was  equally  attentive  to  his  duty 
as  profejQTor. 

Thus  ufefuUy  he  went  on,  till,  tipon  the  8th  of 
February,  1707,  partly  on  account  of  his  advanced 
age,,  and  partly  through  infirmities  of  other  kinds 
(his  ftrength  being  almoft  exhaufted  by  heavy  and 
frequent  ficknefles  for  fome  years  back),  he  with 
great  modefty  refigned  his  important  charge  *as  re- 
gent, in  a  full  affembly  of  the  UniverGty  heads  and 
governors ;  who  with  one  voice,  and  without  inter- 
miflion,'  even  (looped  to  intreat  his  continuance  in 
that  office-:  but  in  vain ;  for  Witfius,  well  nigh  worn 
out. with  a  feries  of  years  arid  labours,  was  as  deaf  to 
their  intreaties,  as  to  the  conjSderation  of  the  very 
great  revenues  he  muft  forego,  by  quitting  that  ex- 
alted .pofl.  At  the  fame  time,  he  was,  at  his  own 
particular  requeft,  favoured  with  a  difcharge  from 
the  public  exercife  of  his  office  as  Univerfity  pro- 
feflbr :  for  the  execution  of  which,  with  his  ufual 
accuracy  and  diligence,  his  great  feeblenefs  of  Sody 
rendered  him  lefs  able.  Ana  he  declared,  on  the 
occafion,  to  an  intimate  friend,  that  "  He  had 
much  rather  defift,  altogether,  from  the  exercife  of 
his  funftion,  than  not  go  through  with  it,  in  a  be- 
coming manner." 

It  would  have  been  impoffible  for  Witfius  to  have 
undei^one  fo  many  and  incredible  fatigues  for  the 
public  benefit,  had  he  met  with  domeftic  troubles 
and  family  difquiets.  To  prevent  thefe,  A^D. 
1660,  he  married  Aletta  Van  Borchorn,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Weffalius  Van  Borchorn,  a  wealthy  citizen  and 
merchant  of  Utrecht.  She  was  a  woman  happy  in 
the  finguiar  fweetnefs  of  her  temper ;  and,  indeed, 
excelled  in  every  Chriftian  grace  and  focial  virtue. 
It  was  hard  to  fay,  whether  Ihe  more  loved,  or  re- 
vered, her  huiband :  between  whom  fubfifted  an  un- 
interrupted harmony,  until  her  death,  which  hap- 

VojL.  IV*  (17.)  G  pened 
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pened  in  the  year  16.84,  lifter  living  together  24 
years.  She  was  always  the  companion  of  his  travels  ; 
hairing  lived  with  him  in  North  Holland,  Zealand, 
Frifeland,  and  Utrecht.  Her  lafl:  illnefs  was  very 
long  and  painful :  which,  however,  (he  bore  with 
fortitude  and  refignation  truly  Chriftian ;  and  at 
laft  departed,  in  great  peace  and  comfort ,  of 
foul. 

He  was  no  kfe  happy  in  his  children.  For,  not 
to  mention  two  fons,  who  died  young,  he  had  three 
moft pious  and  accomplillied  daughters:  Martina^ 
who  afterwards  married  Hcjiry  Dibbetfius,  an  emi- 
nent doftor  of  divinity  in  the  Church  of  Leyden  ; 
Joanna,  married  to  Luke  Walckier,  a  judge  and 
fenator  of  Utrecht;  and,  laftly,  Petronella,  who 
•would  never  leave  her  father,  but  always  ftayed  with 
him  :  and  who,  a  little  before  his  lad  ficknefs,  was 
herfelf  almoft  brought  to  the  gates  of  death.  So 
great  were  his  trouble  and  concern  on  her  account, 
that,  in  all  human  appearance,  hia  grief  would  have 
been  too  much  for  his  feeble  fpirits,  had  not  Provi- 
dence been  pleafed  to  recover  her. 

From  the  little  that  has  been  related,  concerning 
this  great  man,  we  may  form  fome  idea  of  his  vaft 
abilities  and  Angular  virtues.  How  great  the  force  of 
his  geniu3  was,  in  tracing,  comprehending,  and 
illuftrating,  the  abftrufeft  matters  ^  how  folid  and 
how  quick  his  judgment,  in  the  careful  feparation, 
determination,  and  difpofition  of  them ;  how  tena* 
cious  his  memory,  in  retaining,  and  readily  fu^eft- 
ing,.what  was  once  committed  to  its  truft;  his  elo- 
cution, how  captivating,  how  powerful  to  explain, 
fet  off,  ^ftablifti,  and  enforce ;  they  who  have  heard 
iiim  fpeak,  whether  in  public  or  private,  can  teftify.. 
How  complete  a  mafte'r  he  was  of  the  Latin  tongue, 
they  well  know,  who  have  converfed  with  him  per- 
fonally,  pr  jcad  his  writings.  And,  as  he  was 
thoroughly  verfed  in  the  Dutch,  wherever  he  fpoke, 
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<>r  preached,  his  appdfite  and  becoming  gefture,  \i\% 
juftly  modulated  voice,  aided  by  all  the  exa^^ed 
propriety  and  harmony  of  language,  crowned  with 
the  power  and  prefence  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fweetly 
eftabliflied  the  faith  of  God's  people,  and  ftmck 
the  unbelieving  and  the  unholy  with  aftonilhment, 
Ihame,  and  fear. 

As  no  perfon  whatever  compofed  a  more  juft  and' 
finiflied  encomium  on  kmg  William's  queen,  than 
he,  in  a  Sermon  occafioned  by  the  ;Ieath  of  that 
princels,  and  afterwards  publifhed ;  fo  was  he  alfo 
very  happy  in  his  talent  at  facred  poetry  :  having 
prefented  the  world  with  many  fpirited,  elegant,  and 
devout  hymns.  Indeed,  what  excellency,  befitting 
the  moft  accomplilhed  divine,  was  wanting  in  him  ? 
He  was  a  moft  accurate  philofopher ;  abfolute  maf- 
ter  of  Hebrew,  Greek  and  Latin ;  a  very  confider- 
able  Orientalift ;  perfedtly  verfed  in  the  hiftory  of 
alt  nations,  antient  and  modern,  facred  and  profane ; 
and,  for  his  confummate  knowledge  of  theology*  in 
all  its  branches,  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  fpeak. 
How  happy  he  was,  at  averting  and  vindicating  the 
truths  of  the  gofpel,  every  one  knows.  With  the 
holy  Scriptures  he  intimately  converted,  night  and 
day  :  and,  fo  perfeft  was  his  familiarity  with  thefe, 
that  he  could,  at  once,  and  on  any  occafion,  quote, 
by  heart,  any  text,  of  either  Teftament,  in  its 
original  language :  and  folve,  extempore,  with  the 
utmoft  ikill  and  propriety,  the  critical  and  theolo- 
gical difficulties  of  any  paffage,  how  nice  or  intri-» 
cate  foever. 

With  refpeft  to  his  temper,  it  was  as  fweet,  hum- 
ble, and  benevolent,  as  can  be  imagined.  Hence 
arofe,  both  his  averfion  to  all  unreafonable  novelties 
in  doArinfe,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  his  great  mode- 
ration toward  fuch  perfons  as  dilBTered  from  him.  He 
neither  chofe  to  be  diftated  to  by  man,  nor  yet  to 
diftate  :  his  favourite  maxim  being  always  this,7« 

G  2  necejfarih 
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^cejjdrm  tmias ;  i»  non-necejfariisj  Hbertas ;  in^omnihfp 
prudeniid  tsf  c/baritas  *•  He  foreboded  the  fad  de- 
clenfion)  in  dodtrine  and  e3q>erience,  which  was 
comitig  on  the  Proteftant  churches  of  Holland^ 
and  bicft  God,  that  he  was  too  old  to  live  long 
enough  to  fee  it.  And,  though  he  could  not  help 
(fuch  was  his  zeal  for  truth)  taking  notice  of  fuch 
of  his  reverend  brethren,  as  were  defirous  of  ftrik- 
ing  out,  and  introducing  into  the  Church,  unfcrip- 
tural  novelties,  and  forced  conftruftions  of  Scrip- 
ture ;  yet,  fo  far  had  he  drank  into  the  npiind  of 
Chrift,- that  he  did  this  with  all  tendernefs,  defer- 
ence, and  caution :  and  if  any  were  angry  at  the 
freedom  of  his  remarks,  he  received,  their  refent- 
ment  in  a  fpirit  of  meeknefs,  and  either  took  no 
notice  of  thofe  who  reproached  him;  or  repaid 
tbcir  ilanders,  by  giving  them  thofe  commendations, 
which  were  due  to  them  on  account  of  their  com- 
mendable  qualities  in  other  refpefts. 

Nor  can  it  be  wondered  at,  that  a  man  fo  learned, 
holy,  humble,  ^nd  diligent,  (hould,  wheife-ever  he 
was,  be  attended  with  a  vaft  concourfe  of  pupils, 
from  eviery  part  of  the  reformed  world ;  from  Hol- 
land, Germany,  France,  Poland,  PruflSa,  Switzer- 
land, Great  Britain,  and  even  from  America  (among 
which  laft  were  fome  native  Indians  too) ;  and  that 
his  acquaintance  (hould  be  fought  for,  by  the  mofb 
eminent  fcholars  and  divines,  throughout  Europe. 
To  mention  his  learned  works,  which  are  fo  well 
known,  would  be  fu^erfluous.  I  cannot ^  however, 
help  obferving,  that,  in  the  year  1660,  he  publifhed, 
I .  his  Judaus  Chriftianizam  circa  principia  fidei  i^  S.  S. 
Trittitaiem:  and,  2.  A.  D.  1665,  at  Wormeren,  he, 
publiftied,  in  Dutch,  The  Praftice  of  Chriftianity, 
with  fi>iritual  reprefentations,  firft,  of  what  was  lau^ 
dable  in  the  unregenerate,  and,  then,  of  what  was 
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4D!lttn«worthy  in  the  re^efncrate :  3.  At  LcoVarden, 
he  fet  fort^i  an  Explanation  of  the  rarable  of  God's 
Controvcdy  with  his  Vineyard. — At  Franeker,  he 
-pobliftied,  befides  feveral  leflcr  treatifcs,  4.  his 
OecifOmU  F^dirtm',  afterwards  tranfated  into 
Dutch,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harlingius ;  as  alfo,  5.  his 
Exertkkifmes  in  Symhbtmy  which  were  alfo  tranflated 
into  Dutch)  by  Mr.  Cofterus,  at  Delft.  At  Utrecht, 
he  fet  out,  6.  Exercitationes  in  Oratitrtem  Dominican^ : 
7^  hk  JSjgyptiaca^  with  feveral  leffer  pieces  annejced : 
and,  8.  his  firft  volume  of  Mifcellanea  Sacra:  and, 
at  Leyden,  he,  9.  publifhed  his  fecond  volume  of 
Mfcellanea  Sacra j  complete;  an4  likewife,  10.  his 
Meletemata  Leidenfia. 

We  now  draw  near  to  the  laft  fcene  of  this  great 
man's  life :  for  as,  from  his  childhood,  his  thin, 
weak  body  had  often  ftruggled  with  many  fevere 
diforders ;  from  whence  moft  people  were  appre- 
henfive  he  would  die  young;  fo  now,  being  far  in 
years,  he  advanced  apace  to  the  houfe  appointed  for 
all  living.  However,  he  conftantly  retained,  under 
all  his  ficknefs,  his  fenfes  and  intellefts  in  full 
vigour ;  infomuch  that,  until  within  a  little  before 
his  death,  he  could,  with  all  readinefs,  read  the 
Greek  Teftament,  of  the  fmalleft  type,  by  moon- 
light. But,  as  he  advanced  farther  in  life,  he-fuf- 
fered  the  moft  dreadful  tortures  from  the  gout  and 
ftone:  and,  fo  far  back  as  fix  years  before  he  died, 
he  was  feized,  for  the  firft  time,  with  a  temporary 
dizzinefs,  accompanied  with  a  fufpenfion  of  me- 
mory, and  abfence  of  thought :  and  this,  too,  as  he 
was  fitting  in  the  profefTor's  chair,  and  delivering  an 
academical  lefture.  By  the  help  of  an  able  phy- 
fician,  thefe  evils  were  a  little  mitigated :  but,  re- 
turning by  degrees,  they  threatened  future  and  more 
violent  attacks.  His  laft  illnefs  was  uQiered  in  by  a 
reeling,  and  univerfal  languor.  On  the  i8th  of 
O&pbcr,  1708,  he  was  feized  with  a  fever,  about 
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one  o*clock  in  the  morning :  which  iuddenly  fab- 
fiding,  a  total  feeblenefs  and  relaication  diffufed  it- 
felf  over  hi*  body,  and  a  torpor  over  his  mind.  The 
holy  man^  confidering  thefe  fymptoms,  told>  with 
great  ferenity  and  compofure,  fome  friends  who  at- 
tended him,  that  '^  he  knew  they  would  iflue  in 
death/'  He  ilept  much,  and  had  very  plealing 
dreams :  and  departed,  in  much  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity, on  the  aid  day  of  Oftober,  J708,  about  noon; 
and  was  interred  at  Leyden,  on  the  29th  of  tbq 
fame  month. 
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VINCENT  ALSOP,  A.  M,  the  admired  au- 
thor  of  AntiSozzo^  was  born  in  Northampton'- 
*ihire  ;  and  received  his  acadeniical  education  at  St. 
John's  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  took  the  two 
firft  degrees  in  arts.  On  quitting  the  Univerfity,  he 
removed  to  Okehani,  in  Rutlandftiire ;  and  became, 
for  a  time,  affiftant  to  tlie  matter  of  the  free-fchool 
at  that  place. 

His  genius  being  very  quick  and  brilliant,  and 
his  difpolition  remarkably  chearful,  he  was,  before 
liis  converfion,  what  the  world  calls,  a  lively,  enter* 
taining  companion.  After  effeftual  grace  had  form- 
ed him  anew,  his  wit  and  humour  were  confecrated 
to  the  fervice  of  the  fanfluary ;  and  his  acquired 
parts,  which  were  not  inferior  to  his  natural  talents, 
were  alfo  devoted,  as  an  whole  burnt -offering,  to 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  falvation  of  men.  His 
politenefs  and  affability,  his  engaging  fweetnefs  and 
vivacity  of  temper,  never  deferted  him  tp  the  laft. 
They  were  not  extinguifhed,  but  refined  and  fanfti- 
fied,  and  rendered  flill  more  lovely  and  refpeftable 
than  before,  by  his  being  born  again  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft. 

Mr.  Benjamin  King  (ai!  eminent  puritan  minifter, 

at,  or  near,  Okeham)  icems  to  have  been,  in  God*^ 

hand,  the  inlirument  of  Mr.  Alfop*s  converfion  ; 

who,  foon  after,  married  Mr.  King's  daughter,  and 
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removed  to  Wilbee,  in  his  native  county  of  North- 
ampton, where  he  was  fixed  as  parifli  minifter,  and 
where  we  hear  little  of  him  until  1662,  when  he 
was  ejcdted  from  Wilbee  by  the  aft  of  uniformity. 
An  aft,  which  (through  the  cruel  and  unproteftant 
manner  of  it's  firft  enforcement)  gave  the  true 
Church  of  England  fo  fevere  a  bleeding,  that  (he 
has  never  entirely  recovered  herfelf,  from  that  time 
to  this. 

On  being  difplaccd  from  Wilbee,  Mr,  Alfop  and 
his  family  fettled  at  Wellingborough;  where,  and 
likewife  at  Okeham,  he  fometimes  ventured  to 
preach,  notwithftanding  the  rigorous  execution  of 
the  then  perfecuting  laws.  Juftice  compels  me  to 
own,  that  Charles  the  fecond  flood  partly  indebted, 
for  his  reftoration,  to  the  zeal  and  aftivity  which 
the  Proteflant  diffenters  had  exerted  in  his  behalf* 
And  he  rewarded  them  well !  Among  other  efFeft§ 
of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  tyranny  in  conjunftion, 
Mr.  Alfop  fufFered  fix  months  imprifonment,  for 
having  dared  to  pray  by  a  fick  perfon. 

In  1674,  Dr.  William  Sherlock  (afterwards,dean 
of  St.  Paul's,  London)  publifhed  a  treatife,  entitled, 
**  A  Difcourfe,  concerning  the  Knowledge  of  Jefus 
Chrifl.'*  The  Dr.  was  an  Arminian  ;  and,  as  fuch, 
could  not  avoid  Socinianizing,  on  many  important 
articles  :  Socinus  and  Arminius  being  the  two  necef- 
fary  fupporters  of  a  free-willer's  coat  of  arr^s.  Good 
Mr.  Alfop  would  not  fuffer  a  performance,  fo  horrid 
And  fb  (hamelefs,  as  that  of  Sherlock,  to  walk  abroad, 
without  chaftifement.  He  therefore,  in  the  year 
1675,  publifhed  a  confutation  of  it ;  which  he  en- 
titled, Anti'Sozzo  (i.  e.  a  book  in  oppofition  to 
Socinus :  the  real,  unlatinized  name  of  ^Socinus, 
who  was  an  Italian,  being  Sozzo). 

The  editor  (fuch  an  editor  as  he  was)  of  Mr, 
Hervey*s  letters,  obferves*,  very  properly,  on  this 
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(ulD^eS:,  that  *^  In  the  neign  of  Charles  the  fecoiid, 
f:hfi  Sociniaa  tenets  were  gaining  ground  in  Eng- 
land." And  no  wdnder.  For  Arminianifm  is  the 
head,  and  Socinianifm  the  tail,  of  one  and  the  felf* 
fame  ferpent :  and,  where  the  head  works  itfelf  in, 
it  will  foon  drayir  the  tail  after  it.  In  the'  above- 
mentioned  critical  days  of  the  unmartyred  Charles, 
the  faid  editor  ^oes  on  to  inform  us,  <^  Mr.  Aifop, 
oiie  of  the  wittieft,  as  well  as  one  of  the  bed  meii  in 
that  age,  wrote  this  book,  called,  Jnti-Sozzo.  He 
{i,  e.  Mr.  Alfop]  and  Dr.  Sherlock  had  been  pupils 
9t  college,  under  the  fame  tutor.  And  [now],  whea 
'  be  faw  that  Sherlock  had  no  more  reverence  to  the 

J  majefty  of  God,  no  more  regard  .to  the  authority  of 

'  Scripture,  tlian  to  write  as  above ;  he  was  deter- 

'  '  mined  to  attack  him,  and  to  plead  for  Chriil  and  his 

truth  here  at  the  footflool,  who  pleads  for  us,  accord- 
ing  to  bis  truth,  at  the  throne^ . 
.  **  Nor  was  any  man  better  qualified,  than  him- 
felf,  eitheir  to  give  a  check  to  a  man  of  Sherlock^s 
talents  and  imperious  difpofition  ;  or  to  the  growing 
petulancy  of  the  then  daily  encroaching  prophane- 
nefs.  On  grave  fubjeds,  he  appeared,  as  he  was, 
the  truly  reverend  Mr.  Alfop  5  and  wrote  with  a  be- 
coming feriojufnefs.  But,  where  wit  might  properly 
be  (hewn,  he  difplayed  his,  to  great  advantage,  as 
may  be  feen  in  his  Anti-Sozzo.'* 

Controverfy,  when  either  frivoloufly  or  captiouily 
founded,  feldom  brings  any  advantage  or  honour  to 
the  caufe  of  God.  But  the  controverfies,  which 
have  from  time  to  time  taken  place,  between  the 
orthodox,  on  one  hand,  and  the  Arminians  and  Soci- 
nians  on  the  other,  have  been  attended  with  the 
moft  important  utility  to  the  Church  and  vifible  in- 
tei^fts  of  Chrift.  « If,'*  as  Mr.  Alfop  obferves,  "  the 
Socinians  oppofe,  every  true  Chriftian  fhould  defend, 
the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift.  For  the  difpute  is  not 
now  about  decency  and  order,  about  fringes  and 
phylafterieSi  about  the  tything  of  mint,  anife,  and 
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cummin ;  but  about  the  influence  of  the  rigbtcbuf- 
jiefs  of  Chrift's  life,  and  the  facrifice  of  his  death, 
upon  our  acceptance  with .  God ;  about  the  influ- 
ence cf  the  bkfled  Spirit  in  the  glorious  work  of  the 
new  creation.  Whether  Chrifl:  be  a  ipropcr  pricfl:, 
or  not  ?  Whether,  as  a  prieft,  he  offered  himfelf  as  a 
proper  facrifice  to  God,  or  not  ?  Whether  God  and 
man  are  reconciled,  and  we  redeemed  from  the 
curfe  of  the  law»  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  or  not  ? 
'Whether  we  are  juftified  before  the  juft  and  holy 
God,  by  our  own  righteoufnefs,  or  by  the  righte- 
oufnefs  of  a  mediator  ?  In  which  the  concerns, 
and  all  the  eternal  hopes,  of  every  Chriftian,  are 
wrapt  up." 

.  The  excellent  Mr.  Hervey's  charaftcr  of  thia 
work,  in  a  *  letter  which  he  wrote,  not  quite  feven 
.weeks  before  his  departure  to  eternal  reft,  dcferves 
to  be  admitted  here.  "  I  could  wifli,  methinks,  at 
.this  critical  jundure,  that  Alfop's  Ami-Sczzoj  which 
made  it*s  firft  appearance  in  1675,  was  judicioufly 
abridged  ;  and,  in  the  neat  Glafgow  type,  reprinted 
in  a  duodecimo  volume.  Though  it  is  almoft  pity  to 
abridge  it  (unlefs  it  were  well  executed),  as  the 
ivhole  is  fo  interefting.  It  is,  I  can  aflure  y0u,  a 
very  fmart  book :  and  one  of  the  bed  defences  of 
the  evangelical  do£trines  I  ever  faw,  or  ever  expeft 
to  fee ;  even  if  my  life,  which  now  draws  very  near 
it's  end,  could  be  prolonged  to  the  next  century. 
Jn  fhort,  I  think  it  an  unanfwerable  performance ; 
and  divines,  of  every  denomination,  would  do  well, 
to  make  themfelves  thoroughly  matters  of  this  fpi- 
rlted  and  entertaining  writer ;  as  they  would  then  be 
able  to  defend  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  againft  all 
kinds  of  opponents,  how  witty,  keen,  fubtle,  or 
malignant  loever,  the  attack  might  be.  I  would 
therefore  beg  you  to  recommend  this  book,  as  a 
fpccific  againft  Socinianifm."    . 

•  Sec  the  forc-citcd  vol.  p.  zS^^zts* 

The 
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The  learned,  pious,  and  candid  Dr«  Edmund 
Calamy  bears  a  teftimony,  no  lefs  honourable  taMn 
Alfop.  ^**  Dr.  Sherlock's  affeding  to  treat  the  m<^ 
facred  things  of  religion  in  a  jocular  way,  gave  no 
fmall  offence  to  a  number  of  perfons,  famous  for 
piety  and  prudence ;  and  was  the  very  inducement 
to  Mr.  Alfop,  to  draw  his  pen  againil  him.  And 
though,  in  his  management  of  the  controverfy  with 
him,  he  treated  ferious  matters  with  abundance  of 
gravity ;  yet,  where  that  gentleman  [viz.  Sherlock] 
was  upon  the  merry  pin,  he  [viz.  Alfop]  being  an 
ingenious  and  &cetious  man,  fo  wittily  and  fh:]irply 
turned  the  edge  upon  him,  that  he  beat  him  at  his 
own  weapon :  fo  that  that  celebrated  author  never 
cared  to  anfwer  him,  nor  was  he  ever  fond  of  that 
way  of  writing  afterward.  Though  Mr.  Wood  en- 
deavoured to  pour  contempt  on  him  5  yet  Dr. 
South,  who  was  as  famous  for  his  wit  and  drollery^ 
as  any  one  of  the  age,  and  as  bitter  an  enemy  of 
diflenters,  as  any  one  whatever,  acknowledges  that 
Mr.  Alfop  obtained  a  complete  viftory.'* 

The  merits  of  this  book  J^ainft  Sherlock,  induced 
Mr.  Cawton,  who  had  the  paftoral  charge  of  a  con* 
gregation  in  Weftminfter,  to  call  his  eye  on  our 
author,  as  a  proper  perfon  to  fucceed  him  in  the 
fpiritual  care  of  jhat  people.  Mr.  Cawton  dying 
loon  after,  Mr.  Alfop  Ictt  Northamptonlhire,  to 
fettle  in  London,  where  he  was  very  affiduous,  both 
as  a  preacher  and  a  publifher.  **  His  living  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  court-}*,"  fay  the  compilers 
of  a  celebrated  work,  "  expofed  him  to  many  in- 
conveniencies.  However,  he  had  the  good  fortune 
to  ^fcape  imprifonment  and  fines,  by  an  odd  acci- 
dent; which  was,  the  informers  not  knowing  his 
Cbriftian  name ;  which,  for  this  reafon,  he  iludi* 

*  Continuation,  ?oI.  ii.  p.  634.  .  f  Biognphia  Britanniaii 
yoL  i.  p.  132. 

oufly 


|6         Swte  Ae^oum  <Sf  the  ^to.Mt^  Alfop. 

miflf  ednceakd.  His  fufferin^  ended  with  the, 
W^ofOiarles  II.  or,  at  Icaft,  in  the  beginning  of 
the' next  reign  :  when  Mr.  Alfop*s  fon,  engaging  in 
[vrhat  were  termed]  treafonable  prafticcs,  waa  freely 
fkardoned  by  king  James.  After  this,  our  divine 
Went  frequently  to  court ;  and  is  generally  fiippofcdl 
to  have  been  the  perfon  who  drew  the  addiefe  to 
that  prince,  for  his  general  indulgence.  After  the 
Revolution,  Mr.  Alfop  gave  very  public  teftimonies 
of  his  affcdion  for  the  government  j  yet,  upon  all 
occafions,  he  (poke  very  refpeft  fully  of  king  James  ; 
*nd  retained  a  very  high  fenfe  of  his  clemency,  ia 
foaring  his  only  fon.  The  remainder  of  his  life  he 
vpent  in  the  exercife  of  his  miniftry,  preaching  once, 
every  Lord's  day ;  had  a  Thurfday  ledure,  and  was, 
befides,  one  of  the  lefturers  at  Pinner's  Hall,  He 
lived  to  be  a  very  old  man,  and  preferved  his  ipirits 
to  the  laft.'" 

Dr.  Calamy,  whom  we  have  already  quoted,  gives 
the  following  inftance  of  that  intelleAual  vigour, 
which  Mr.  Alfop  was  fo  happy  as  to  retain,  even  to 
old  age.  "  I  was,"  fays  the  dodor*,  "  very  ftrift- 
ly  examined  by'  him,  before  my  ordination :  at 
which  time  it  falling  to  my  lot  to  make  and  defend 
a  Latin  thefis  upon  this  queftion  which  he  himfelf 
gave  me,  /in  Chriftus  officio  facerdoiali  ftmgatur  in  exits 
tantum  ?  he  (for  argument's  fake,  as  is  the  way  of 
the  fchools)  oppofed  me  with  all  the  vigour,  fmart- 
Hefs,  and  fluency,  of  a  young  man,  though  he  was 
then  eonfiderably  advanced  in  years.  This  was 
in  the  year  1694." 

At  length,  this  great  and  good  man,  full  of  days 
and  of  renown,  flept  in  Jefus,  on  the  8th  of  May, 
1703,  at  his  houfe  in  Weftminfter. 

It  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  religious 
reader,  if  we  acquaint  him,  that  the  place  of  worftiip, 
where  Mr.  Cawton,  Mr.  Alfop,  and  Dr.  Calamy, 

*  Contiauationj  n.  t, 
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were  fucceffive  paftors,  was,  Very  lately,  repaired 
and  enlarged,  by  the  pious  munificence  of  an  ♦ 
ele£t  lady,  aided  by  the  zeal  and  liberalities  of 
other  devout  perfons.  So  that  the  glorious  gofpcl 
of  the  blefled  God  is  again  preached,  with  power 
and  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  fent  down  from  heaveo, 
on  that  (pot,  and  within  thoTe  walls. 

*  The  late  coimteft  dowager  of  Hantingdon.-— *«i»SoRie  time 
pftvioua  to  her  iadyfhip's  deceafe,  the  concerns  of  the  above  chapel 
was  tranfmitted  into  the  hands  of  others.  It  continues,  tothepr^ 
fent,  fupported  by  the  afliftaoce  of  eminent  evangelical  minifters  ur 
the  eftabUOunent^  and  of  the  dUIinting  cominumty»    Editor. 
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Late  Bijhap  of  Sopoit  and  Mak. 

FEW  as  the  modern  inftances  have  been,  of 
fandity  in  lawn ;  even  the  prefent  century  has 
feen  a  prelate,  whofe  purity  and  fimplicity  of  man- 
ners would  have  done  honour  to  the  primitive 
ages* 

He  was  born,  December  20,  1663,  at  Burton- 
Wirral,  near  Chefter;  and,  having  received  his 
fchool  education  in  England,  was  fent,  A.  D.  i68i» 
to  perfeft  his  ftudies  in  the  Univerfity  of  Dublin  : 
where  he  continued  about  eight  years,  and,  at  the 
ftated  periods,  took  his  two  firfl  degrees  in  arts, 
with  lingular  reputation,  on  account  of  his  literary 
attainments,  and  the  unblameable  regularity  of  his 
life..  When  of  age  for  holy  orders,  he  was  ordained 
deacon,  A.  D.  1686,  by  the  then  bifliop  of  Kildare ; 
and  prieft,  A.  D.  1689. 

Not  long  afterwards,  he  quitted  the  Univerfity,  on 
being  appointed  travelling  tutor  to  lord  Strange,  eldeft 
fon  to  the  earl  of  Derby.  But  before  the  young  noble- 
man had  completed  the  tour  of  Europe,  he  died  in 
Italy,  at  the  end  of  three  years  from  their  firft  fet- 
ting  out  5  and  good  Mr.  Wilfon  returned  with  an 
heavy  heart  to  England.  He  bad,  however,  acquitted 
himfelf  fo  faithfully,  and  fo  well,  in  his  care  of  his 
deceafed  pupil,  that  the  earl  nominated  him  to  the 
bifhoprick  of  Man:  and  king  William  approving 
the  choice,  our  bilhop  was  admitted  to  a  Lambeth 
degree  of  Do^or  in  Laws»  and  received  his  epifco- 
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pal  confecration  at  the  Savoy  chapel,  in  London,  on 
the  i6th  of  January,  1697,  from  the  hands  of  Sharp, 
archbilhop  of  York ;  aiiifled  by  Moore,,  bifliop  of 
Norwich,  and  Stratford,  bifhop  of  Cheftcr. 

From  his  firft  acceptance  of  thi$  fee,  he  deter- 
mined to  refide  with  his  flock,  that  he  might  watch 
over  them,  as  one  that  muft  give  a  fpeedy  and  fb- 
lemn  account  of  his  fpiritual  flewardfliip.  Repair* 
ing,  therefore,  to  the  Ifle  of  Man,  he  took  poflef- 
fion  of  his  biihoprick,  with  the  ufual  fcnrmalities 
(which,  there,  are  very  peculiar);  and,  by  the  ftrift- 
neis  of  his  life  and  converfation,  foon  began  tofhinc 
as  a  light  in  a  dark  place. 

The  year  after,  viz.  in  Oftober,  1698,  he  gave 
his  hand  to  Mrs.  Mary  Patten,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Patten,  efq.  of  Warrii^on,  in  Lancafliire;  who  was 
diredtly  defcended  from  the  elder  brother  of  William 
Patten  (commonly  called,  from  the  place  of  his  na- 
tivity, William  Wainfleet),  the  devout  and  muni- 
ficent bifliop  of  Winchefter,  who  founded  Magdalen' 
College,  in  Oxford,  and  who  died  A.  D.  i486. 
This  great  prelate  was  hardly  more  diftinguiilhed  by- 
his  works  of  piety  and  liberality,  than,  by  his 
invariable  gratitude  to  his  patron^  king  Henry- 
VI;.  to  whom,  he  ftedfaftly  adhered,  and  for  wl?ofe* 
lake  he  fuffered  many  mortifying  inconv^dniencies,' 
when  that  prince  was  depofed,  and  the  hotilfe  of 
York  became  the  reigning  family.  Wainfleet's  mo- * 
jiument  is  ftill  remaining,  in  the  cariicdral  of  Win- 
chefter. He  lies  over-againft  cardinal  Beaufort;- 
and  his  tomb,  which  does  not  appear  to  have  re- 
ceived any  injury  during  the  civil  wars,  is  one  of  the 
moft  elegant  and  majeftic  pieces  of  Gothic  architec-* 
ture  in  England. 

If  a  bifliop  ever  merited  the  title  of  Right  BLev.. 
Father,  it  was  Dr.  Wilfon ;  who  might  truly  be 
ftyled  the  father  of  his  clergy,  and  of  the  whole 
ifland.  His  benevolent  care  to  augment  the  re-, 
venues,  to  improvfe  the  knowledge,  and  to  regulate 
therJives,  of  the  parochial  incumbents ;  his  care  to  put 
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the  vaifious  fchools,  in  his  diocefe,  on  fbch  a  footih^^ 
us  to  I'ender  them  feminaries  of  ftridt  morals  and  of 
found  learning;  the  zeal  he  fliewed,  and  the  ex« 
pences  he  fuftained,  in  caufing  the  Bible,  the  Li- 
turgy^  and  other  ufeful  books,  to  be  tranllated  into 
the  Mahks  language,  and  diftributed  through  the 
country;  together  with  many  inftances  of  piety  and 
liberality,  not  confined  to  his  own  immediate  con- 
nexions, but  extending  to  England,  and  even  &r 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  Europe ;  demonftrated, 
that,  where  the  heart'  is  fully  bent  on  promoting  the 
glory  of  God,  great  things  may  be  done,  without  the 
afliftance  of  extraordinary  opulence. 

He  rightly  judged,  that  to  employ  the  young  and 
healthy  poor,  was  rendering  them  a  more  fubftaritiaf 
fervice,  than  by  giving  them  fmall  pecuniary  lup- 
plies.  Hence,  he  coriftantly  found  iomething  for  a? 
confiderable  number  of  them  to  do.  His  method 
was,  to  affemble  all  his  workmen,  and  domeftic  fer- 
vants,  in  his  chapel  belonging  to  his  palace,  before 
they  entei-ed  on  the  various  bufinefs  of  the  day,  at  fix- 
in  the  morning,  during  the  fummer  feafon ;  and,  in 
the  wiiiter,atfeven.  Onthefe  early  occafions,  he  hardly 
ever  failed  being  his  own  chaplain ;  making  it  a  rule, 
to  read  the  whole  fervice  himfelf,  and  to  difmifs  his 
iiomeftics,  and  his  labourers,  with  his  bleffing :  which 
he  pronounced,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  prayer,  with  pe- 
culiar folemnity  and  afFeftion.  At  meal  times,  his 
hofpitable  table  was  open,  not  only  to  his  friends 
and  neighbours,  but  alfo  to  his  *  meaneft  workmen, 

*'  How  different  his  conduft,  from  that  of  a  certain  great  church- 
IBan»  now  Hying  in  Ircliind  !  Not  long  ago,  he  was  repairing  hia' 
if>alace  there:  and  the  labourers  were  allowed  a  moderate  qoan«. 
tity  of  fmall  beer,  daily.  But  when  his  lordfbip  paid  them  off, 
they  found  themfelyes  obliged  to  abate  part  of  their  wages,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity  oFfmall  beer  which  they  had  rcfpeftively 
dfankv  One  of  the  men,  more  arch,  and  lefa  ceremonious,  than  the 
red,  addreffed  him,  as  follows:   **  I  believe,  your  lordfhip  is  the 

firft  b p  that  ever  fold   fmall  beer.     I  have  a  good  mind  to, 

profccute  you,  forprcfuming  to  fcU  malt  liquor  without  a  litence/* 
-"—— Thia  anecdote  is  authentic* 

and 
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%n^  to  fuch  of  the^honefl  poor  as  he  was  not  able  to 
employ. 

His  concern  for  the  whole  people  of  his  charge, 
reached  even  to  their  fecular  interefts.  He  ftudied 
phyllc,  and  diftributed  medicines,  with  fuccefs.  He 
imported  the  fined  cattle ;  and  procured  the  beft 
grain,  of  every  kind,  for  feed.  And  it  appeared, 
that,  by  the  year  1 744,  he  had  expended  more  than 
ten  thoufand  pounds,  in  a<5ts  of  charity  and  bene- 
ficence. Nor  did  he  forget  to  take  thought  for  the 
welfiire  of  his  fucceflbrs  in  the  bilhoprick :  of  which, 
when  he  firft  took  poffeffion,  the  epifcopal  demefne 
was  rented  at  no  more  than  thirty  pounds  a  year; 
but,  through  his  long  and  many  improvements  of 
the  foil,  he  left  it  fairly  worth  four  hundred  pounds 
per  annum. 

His  tempers,  words,  and  works,  all  tended  topro- 
inote  the  temporal  and  moral  benefit  of  his  diocefe. 
His  unaffeAed  gravity  of  demeanour  was  foftened 
and  brightened  by  the  moft  amiable  and  condefcend- 
ing  affability.  Every  body  had  free  accefs  to  him: 
and  very  few,  who  had  been  once  admitted  to  his 
converfation,  were  fo  loft  to  virtue  and  the  fine  feel- 
ings, as  not  to  love  and  admire  him. 

On  one  occafion,  indeed,  his  lordlbip  experienced, 
for  a  time,  the  iron  hand  of  favage  infult  and  op- 
preffion.  I  (hall  relate  the  circumftances,  firft,  in  the 
words o£  another;  and  then  add  fome  additional 
particulars,  exaftly  as  they  were  related  to  me  by  a 
perfon  of  high  rank,  who  is  ftill  alive,  and  who  well 
remembers  the  whole  tranfadlion. 

"  The  perfon  who  was  governor  of  Man,  from 
;)i3  to  1723,  having  a  difference  with  his  lord- 
(hip,  about  fome  matters  of  right,  which  the  bifliop 
confcientioufly  denied  to  give  up ;  that  ruler 
ftfetched  forth  the  hand  of  power,  and  committed 
his  diocefan  to  the  damp  and  gloomy  prifon  of 
Caftle-Rulhin :  where  he  remained  many  weeks, 
until  the  affair  was  determined,  by  king  George  I. 
Vdl^IV.  (17.)  H  and 
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and  his  privy-council,  in  favour  of  the  bifliop.  '' 
This  treatment  of  their  patron  and  benefador  fo  af- 
fefted  the  Manks,  that  they  came,  from  all  parts  of 
the  ifland,  to  Caftle-Town,  at  leaft  once  every  week, 
to  exprefs  their  concern  about  him ;  and,  with  tears 
and  lamentations,  kneeling  down  before  the  caftle 
walls,  they  had  their  pious  pallor's  prayers  and  blef- 
fings  from  the  grated  loop-hole  *." 

What  was  communicated  to  me,  by  the  noble  per- 
fon  above  mentioned,  is  as  follows.  After  the  good 
bifliop  had  been  a  confiderable  time  in  confinement^ 
his  hafdufage  was  reported  (feemingly,  by  accident) 
to  one  of  the  two  Turks,  whom  king  George  I., 
then  retained  about  his  perfon.  The  honeft  Maho- 
metan gave  his  majefty  an  account  of  the  unmerited 
feverities,  under  which  the  pious  prelate  laboured  r 
and  the  king  ordered  his  lordftiip  to  repair  to  Lon- 
don, and  ftand  on  bis  defence  againft  the  allegations 
of  the  governor.  The  bifliop  Was  foon  acquitted,, 
on  being  heard  :  and,  the  next  court  day,  attended 
the  royal  levee,  to  thank  his  majefl:y  for  the  equity 
that  had  been  fliewn  him.  His  appearance,  in  the 
drawing-room,  ftruck  every  body  with  veneration 
and  furprize.  He  came,  in  his  ufual  manner,  very 
fimply  habited  :  with  his  grey  locks,  a  fmall  black 
cap  on  the  crown  of  his  head,  and  leather  thongs  i» 
his  flioes  y  which  laft-he  conftantly  wore,  in  lieu  ot 
buckles.  A  number  of  Engliflir  bifhops  were  in  the 
circle ;  but  the  king,  paffing  by  them  all,  walked  up 
to  the  bifliop  of  Man,  and,  taking  him  by  the  hand, 
faid,  "  My  lord,  I  beg  your  prayers :"  laying  a  par- 
ticular eraphafis  on  the  word  your. — Nor  muft  the 
difintereftednefs  of  the  worthy  Turk  be  forgot.  A 
near  relation  of  the  bifliop's  preffed  the  generous 
muflulman  to  accept  of  50  guineas,  as  a  teftimony. 
of  that  perfon's  gratitude  for  the  kind  fervices  he  had 
rendered  to  the  fufFering  prelate  :  but  no  arguments 

*  £iogr.  Britan.  vol.  7.    Suppfeoi.  p«  199. 

could 
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Cbuld  induce  the  Mahometan  t6  accept  th^  pfFered 
acknowledgement.  "  Lwill  hav6  no  return/*  faid 
he ;  **  for  it  is  reward  enough,  to  do  good  to  £l  good 


inah  *' 


Mr.  WhiAon  accounts  for  biftiop  Wilfbn^s  com-* 
Ihitment  to  prifon,  in  a  dilFereht  manner  from  the 
auth6rs  of  Biographia  Britailnica.  Probably,  both 
he  and  they  were  equally  in  the  right.  The  offence 
taken  by  the  governor*s  lady  was,  perhaps,  the  real, 
and  the  civil  claims  of  the  governor  himfelf  itiight 
be  the  pretended^  caufd  of  that  brutal  and  Unwar- 
rantable perfecution.  Mr.  WhiftonV*  oWn  words 
defeJr^^etobe  tranlcribed.— — "  About  this  year,  it 
might  be,  that  Dr.  Wilfon,  th6  bifhdp  of  Man,  was 
heard  before  the  privy  council,  in  a  daufe  wherein  he 
had  been  put  in  prifon,  by  the  earl  of  Derby's  go- 
vernor of  the  Ifle  of  Man ;  for  executing,  sis  ten- 
derly as  he  could,  thcJ  eccleliaftical  law,  for  defama- 
tion of  an  innocent  woman  by  the  goVernoVs  wife, 
I  heard  the  caufe:  and,  with  Dr.  Nathaniel' Mar- 
Ihal,  did  the  biftiop  what  good  offices  I  could.  He 
carried  his  caUfe :  but  was  alnlofl  ruined  by  the 
fuit;  the  charges  were  fo  great.  The  bifhop  had 
long  been  my  acquaintance  :  and  had,  many  years 
before,  given  me  the  firfl,  dr  rather  the  only,  book 
then  printed  in  the  Manks  language ;  being  an  Ex- 
plication of  our  Church  Catechifm.--^He  has  always 
appeared  to  me,  as  one  of  thebefl  bifhops  of  our  mo- 
dern ages :  and  fo  much  the  better,  as  he  is  clear 
of  the  fnares  and  temptations  of  a  lord  of  parlia- 
ment. His  great  worth  has  been  principally  ac- 
kno);^ledged,  in  the  plentiful  provifion  made  for  his 
•f  fon  :  who  told  me,  very  lately,  that  his  father  ftill 
preaches,  every  Lord's  day,  at  eighty-three  years  of 
age.     May  the  pivine  Providence"    [adds  honeft 

*  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  3i7»  318. 

+  The  prcfent  venerable  and  munificent  Thomas  Wilfon,  D.  D# 
prebendary  of  Wcftminftcr,  minifter  of  St.  Margaret's  ia  that  city^ 
and  reAor  of  St.  Stephen's,  Walbrook,  London. 

H  2  Whifton] 
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Whifton]  "  fend  forth  more  fuch  labourers,  as  this 
biftiop,  into  his  vineyard:  which,  perhaps,  never 
flood  in  greater  need  ot  them,  than  a^  this  day/'— 
What  would  Mr.  Whifton  havfe  faid,  had  he  lived  to 
our  day,  1776? 

Having  feen  the  bilhop  honourably  and  happily 
extricated  from  the  principal  difficulty  that  ever  be- 
fell him,  we  will  attend  him  back  to  the  Ifle  of 
Man ;  where,  on  his  return  from  London,  he  was 
ijcceived  with  the  moft  afFeftionate  demonftrations 
of  joy.  The  iniquitous  bardlhips,  which  he  him- 
felf  had  experienced  under  colour  of  legal  authority, 
made  him,  thenceforward,  peculiarly  attentive  to 
the  due  execution  of  equitable  law:  for,  in  that 
ifland,  the  biftiop  has  forhe  fliare  in  the  public  ad- 
miniftrations  of  juftice  *. 

To  all  his  other  great  and  ufeful  talents,  he  added 
the  cultivations  of  learning;  and,  in  particular,  a 
deep  acquaintance  with  hiftory  and  antiquities.  He 
was  the.  perfon,  who  furniftied  bifliop  Gibfon  with 
thofe  +  particulars,  concerning  the  Ifle  of  Man, 
which  that  prelate  inferted  into  the  fecond  edition  of 
his  Camden's  Britannia. 

The  high  cfteem,  in  which  biftiop  Wilfon  was 
held,  may  appear  from  the  following  inftance.  As 
queen  Caroline,  confort  of  his  late  majefty,  was. once 
in  converfatipn  with  feveral  of  our  £ngli(h  biftiops, 

*  The  two'|>rincipal  jad^es^  in  the  Ifle  of  Man,  are  called  deem* 
fiers:  whofeoath,  at  their  ad  million  is.  You  (hall  do  juftice  be- 
tween man  and  roan,  as  equally  as  the  herring  bone  lies  between 
Ae  two  fides  of  that  fi(h. — Herrings  were  the  chief  food  of  the  an-« 
tient  inhabitants:  and  the  tithe  of  them  is  ftill  a  good  part  of  the 
bifhop's  revenue,     fiiogr.  Britann. 

f  '<  To  have  rendernl  this  little  hiftory  as  complete  as  poffible, 
X)r*  Wilfon  addiefled  an  elegant  Latin  epiftle,  dated  May  \,  1 7 10, 
to  the  archbiftiop  of  Drontheim  in  Norway  fepijcopo  Nidre/enfijf  to 
mrhich  feej  the  bifhoprick  of  Man  had  formerly  been  a  fuffragan ; 
defiring  to  have  copies  of  fuch  abftradls,  papers,  &c.  relating  to  the 
biflioprick  of  Man,  as  were  in  the  archives  of  that  metropolitan: 
but  was  anfwered,  that  the  old  regifter  proofs,  of  Drontheim  had 
beeabamt.-'    £iogr»  Briunn. 

his 
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his  lordftiip  of  Man  came  in  to  pay  his  refpefts. 
She  no  fooner  glimpfed  him  at  a  diftance,  than  (he 
faid,  to  the  prelates  who  were  prefent,  "  My  lords, 
here  comes  a  bilhop,  whofe  ierrand  is  not  to  apply 
for  a  tranilation;  he  would  not  part  with  his  fpoufc 
(his  diocefe),  becaufe  (he  is  poor  *.** 

No  pallor  could  be  more  intenfely  vigilant. 
Scarjcelv  a  Sunday  pafled,  without  his  preaching 
himfelf,  either  at  his  own  cathedral,  or  in  fome  of. 
the  parochial  churches.  Exclufive  of  his  general  . 
vifitations  of  his  whole  diocefe  (which  vifitations  he 
conftantly  held,  four  times  in  every  year) ;  he  private- 
ly vifited  each  parifti  church,  occafionally,  that  he 
might  judge  how  both  clergy  and  people  went  on. 
With  regard  to  the  rights  of  confcience  in  pthers,  hie 
cxercifed  the  moft  candid  and  benevolent  modera- 
tion. He  admitted  diflenters  to  the  holy  commu- 
nion; and  adminiftered  it  to  them,  either  fitting, 
or  {landing,  as  they  themfelves  approved.  Such 
amiable  and  uniform  moderation  had  fo  favourable 
an  effed,  that,  a  few  years  after  his  fettlement  in 
the  ifland,  not  a  fingle  diflenting  congregation,  of 
any  kind,  was  to  be  found  in  it.  Never  was  episco- 
pal authority  (which  he  knew  how  to  maintain, 
wllen  occafion  required)  more  happily  blended  with 
paternal  mildnefs.  Nor  was  the  learned  lord  chan- 
cellor King  at  all  beyond  the  mark,  in  declaring, 
that,  under  this  bifliop,  the  true  form  of  the  pri- 
mitive church,  in  all  its  purity,  might  be  found  in 
the  Ifle  of  Man. 

*  The  queen  fecms  to  hare  taken  this  phrafe,  from  the  ufual  fey* 
ing  of  Filhcr,  bifhop  of  Rochcflcr,  whom  Henry  Vlll.  beheaded : 
who,  in  thedays  of  his  profperity,  was  more  than  once  offered  a 
tranflation  to  a  richer  (ee;  but  his  anfwer  conftantly  was,  I  will 
not  forfake  my  little  old^  wife,  to  whom  I  have  been  married  fo 
long,  for  a  wealthier.  And,  to  his  friend,  bifhop  Fox,  he  wrote 
thus:  If  other  bilhops  have  lai^r  revenues,  I  have  fewer  ibuls  to 
.  take  care  of :  fo  that,  when  I  give  up  my  account  for  both  to  God« 
which  I  mull  foon  do,  t  (ball  not  wi(h  my  condiiioa  to  have  been 
better  thanitis*^— — fiiogr.  Brit,  vol,  iii.  p.  1929. 

H  3  At 
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At  lepgth  this  C3fcellent  prelate,  having  ferved  his 
gejieration,  by  the  will  of  God,  all  the  d^ys  of  his 
appointed  time,  was  (ranfl^ted  to  heaven,  the  be- 
ginning of  March,  1755,  ii^  the  ninety-third  year 
pf  his  age,  and  the  fifty'-eighth  of  his  epifcopate. 
He  died  of  a  cold,  which  he  caught  by  taking  an 
dvetiing  walk  in  his  garden,  aftef  having  read  prayer^ 
\\\  bis  dopeftic  chapel, 


SOME 


SOME    OUTLINES 
OF    THE    LIFE    OF 

Dr.    ISAAC    WATTS*. 


nPHIS  great  and  good  man  was  born  at  Southamp- 
-*-  ton,  July  17,  A.  D.  1674,  of  eminently  religi- 
ous parents;  who  being  confcientious  non-con- 
formifts,  had  fufFcred  much,  by  thofe  perfecuting 
meafures,  which  dilhonoured  the  reign  and  will  for 
ever  difgrace  the  memory  of  Charles  II. 

It  is  unfpeakably  beneficial  to  a  man,  that  he  bear 
the  yoke  in  his  youth.  Whoever  is  entrufted  with 
the  education  of  a  young  perfon,  and  wilhes  him  to 
excel  in  folid  literature,  fhould  take  particular  care, 
to  initiate  him  betimes.  By  which  juft  precaution, 
ufeful  knowledge  becomes  infenfibly  familiar,  ancj 
almoft  natural  to  the  mind ;  before  the  poifonous 
habits  of  eafe,  idlenefs,  and  trifling  (fo  hoftile  to  every 

.  *  Dr.  Gibbons,  in  his  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Walts,  attacks  tbe  vali- 
dity of  two  anecdotes,  and  the  date  of  a  piece  of  poetry,  which  was 
printed  in  Mr.  Toplady's  Outlines  of  Dr.  Watts,  with  a  difpofition 
Dordering  on  afpcrity  ;  the  littlenefs  of  criticifm  upon  fucn  trifles 
are  certainly  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  a  biographer.  They  may 
be  falfe,  or  imperfe^^,  from  mifiake  or  mifinformation.  To  what- 
ever caufe  they  may  be  afcribed,  it  cannot  be  deliberate  mifrepre- 
fcntation  ;  they  do  not,  in  the  leafl,  afFcdl  to  take  one  flower  frpm 
the  wreath  which  encircles  the  doftor's  brow,  whofe  name  is  enrolled 
m  the  tablet  of  literary  merit,  by  the  united  fuffrages  of  the  public. 
The  hints  derived  from  them,  were  made  ufe  of  as  a  palliative  for 
that  eminent  character's  defalcation,  refpe^ing  the  Trinity,  which 

the  doAor  publilhed  to  the  world. Thefe  few  incidental  remark:;^ 

which  are  exhibited  to  the  reader,  and  delineated  with  a  bold  and 
mafterly  hand,  has  received  no  alteration  except  the  expunging  of 
the  obje^ooal  parts,  Ed  i  tor. 

H  4  manly 
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manly  and  valuable  purfuit),  have  entirely  and  irraw 
dicably  overfpread  the  foil-. 

Dr.  Watts  enjoyed  the  full  advantages  of  this 
early  cultivation.  He  began  to  learn  Latin,  at  four 
years  of  age ;  and,  at  a  proper  interval  the  Greek  ; 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Pinhorne,  a  clergyman  of  the 
Church  of  England,  to  t<^hom  we  find  a  Latin  ode 
addrefled  by  the  doftor  in  his  lyric  poems.  His 
progrefs  in  the  languages,  though  rapW,  was  folid. 
He  ran  faft;  but  (which  was  of  far  greater  con-? 
fequence)  he  mattered  every  inch  of  grbund  as 
he  went. 

The  precife  time  when  effeftual  grace  laid  hold  of 
his  heart,  and  fpiritually  converted  him  to  God,  I 
am  not, .  at  preient,  able  to  find.  But  that  great 
event  (abftradled  from  which,  all  befides  is  of  little 
value),  appears  to  have  taken   place,  in  an  early 

.  period  of  his  life.  Some  tender  and  beauteous  fruits 
of  the  Holy  Spirit's  work  upon  his  foul,  appears  in 
feveral  of  the  doctor's  juvenile  produdtions,  as  well  as 
in  thofe  of  a  later  date  :  and  warrant  us  to  believe, 
that  (to  ufe  the  phrafeology  of  a  divine  long  fince 
with  God)  the  "  old  angel*'  had  been  a  young 
laint. 

About  the  fixteenth  year  of  his  age,  and  A.  D. 
1690,  he  was  feht  up  to  London,  that  the  academy- 
might  finifh  an  education  fo  happily  begun.  His 
tutor,  Mr.  Thomas  Rowe  (to  whom  alfo  the  doc- 
tor infcribed  an  ode,  extant  in  his  lyric  poems), 
has  been  heard  to  declare,  that  he  never  had  occa-. 
fion  to  reprimand  Mr.  Watts,  fo  much  as  once, 
during  the  whole  time  of  his  refidence  in  the  aca- 
demy :  on  the  contrary,  that  his  behaviour  was  fo 
corred;  and  exemplary,  that  he  often  propofed  Mr. 
Watts,  to  the  other  pupils,  ^s  a  pattern  worthy  pf 

'  their  imifatioa/ 

In  the  year  1693,  when  he  was  but  nineteen,  he 
was  admitted,  as  a  communicant,  by  the  congrega,* 
tioft  of  which  his  tutor  had  the  paftoral  charge. 

Having 


Outlines  of  the  Life  of  Dr.  Wdtts.  %of 

Having  compleated  his  academical  ftwdlcs  at 
London,  he  returned  (about  A.  D.  1694.)  to  hi* 
father's  houfe ;  where  he  fpent  twQ  years  in  the  pri- 
vate fpiritual  exercifes  of  reading,  meditation,  and 
prayer,  by  way  of  humble  prelude  to  his  entrance 
on  the  work  of  the  miniftry ;  a  >vork,  to  which  he 
believed  Providence  had  called  him,  and  which  he 
juftly  confidered  as  the  moft  facred  and  momentous 
pf  all  human  undertakings. 

Hardly  any  thing  can  be  of  more  important  con- 
fequence  to  individuals,  to  families,  and  to  focietjr 
at  large,  than  the  wife  and  virtuous  education  of 
young  people.  Inftruftion,  it  is  true,  cannot  im* 
part  the  faving  grace  of  God  :  but  it  is  no  lefs  tfue, 
that  God  often  blefles  human  cultivation  to  very 
valuable  purpofes;  and  fometimes  even  deigns  to 
make  the  religiojis  efforts  of  Chriftian  tutors  and 
minifters,  the  channels,  or  means,  through  which 
he  imparts  his  faving  grace.  The  hufbandman's 
duty  is,  to  plough  and  drefs  and  fow  his  lands ;  and 
though,  after  all  his  efforts,  their  fuccefs  depends  on 
the  blefling  of  heaven;  and  notwithftanding  the 
crop  may  not  conftantly,  and  in  every  rcfpeft,  cor* 
refpond  to  the  utmoft  of  his  wifhes  and  his  labours  } 
yet  fome  valuable  fruits  feldom  fail  to  crown  his  in* 
duflry,  even  if  the  feafohs  prove  inclement,  and  the 
foil  untoward.  Sir  John  Hartopp,  baronet,  a  gen* 
tleman  of  diftinguilhed  piety  and  erudition,  was 
fenlible  of  the  importance  of  putting  his  fon  under 
the  conduft  of  a  wife,  a  learned,  a  polite,  and  a 
truly  Chriftian  tutor.  Swayed  by  this  view,  it  was 
no  wonder  that  he  (hould  caft  his  eye  on  Mr.  Watts-, 
as  one  of  the  fitteft  perfons  in  the  world  to  difchargc 
fo  arduous  a  truft.  Witfms,  in  Holland  5  RoUin, 
in  France ;  and  Watts,  in  England  j  were,  perhaps, 
of  all  the  elegant  fcholars  who  then  flourilhed,  m- 
dued  with  the  happieft  powers  to  form  young  people 
to  fcience  and  virtue,  and  to  infinuate  the  delicacies 
of  learning,  without  it's  thorns,  into  tender  and  un- 

experienced 
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experienced  minds.  Moft  young  perfons  have  a 
certain  key,  on  which,  if  you  touch  difcreetly,  you 
may  manage  them  as  you  pleafe,  without  the  ufual 
methods  of  harfh  fevcrity  and^  difingenuous  punifli- 
n^ents.  To  difcern  that  key,  but  without  letting 
,  your  pupil  perceive  you  difcern  it ;  ^nd  to  touch  it, 
with  judgment ;  are  the  great  teft  of  a  fagacious^ 
tutor.  Plutarch,  in  his  Life  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
obferves,  concerning  that  prince,  that  he  was,  from 
a  child,  of  an  ardent  and  impetuous  temper,  incapa- 
ble of  being  forced  to  any  thing,  but  fufceptible  of 
perfuafion,  and  eafily  won  over  by  gentlenefs  and 
leafoning.  His  father,  king  Philip,  had  fufficient 
penetration  to  perceive  the  key  of  Alexander's  mind, 
and  wifdom  to  provide  him  a  fuitable  preceptor  in 
Ariftotle :  who,  by  a  judicious  addrefs  to  the  finer 
paffions  of  his  royal  charge,  fubdued  the  future  con- 
querer  of  the  world ;  and  the  prince,  being  made  to 
fall  in  love  with  knowledge,  became  a  confiderable 
proficient  in  the  belles  lettres,  becaufe  he  appre- 
hended himfelf  to  be  a  perfeft  volunteer.  I  fliould, 
as  a  well-wifher  to  mankind,  deeply  lament  the  want 
of  fuch  tutors  as  Ariftotle,  Witfius,  RoUin,  and 
Watts;  if  Providence,  in  the  prefent  day,  had  not 
given  us  a  Ryland  *. 

Purfuant  to  his  friend's  invitation,  Mr.  Watts  ac- 
cepted the  care  of  young  Mr.  (afterwards  fir  John) 
Hartopp,  with  whom  he  refided  four  years,  in  the 
family-houfe  at  Stoke-Newington.  And  it  appears, 
from  the  dedication  prefixed  to  our  author's  admir- 
able Treatife  on  Logic,  that  the  young  gentleman's 
advancements  in  hterature  were  fuch,  as  might  be 
expedled  from  the  happy  pupil  of  fo  accomplilhed  a 
fuper-intendant. 

While  he  was  thus  dlfcharging  the  duties  of  a 
pleafed  and  pleafing  preceptor,  with  that  meeknefs 
of  wifdom -f,  which  gave  charms  to  fcience,  and 

*  This  friend  to  religion,  literature*  and  mankind,  breathed  his 
laft  at  Enfield ,  July  24, 1 752,  in  the  69th  year  of  his  ajc.  Ed i  tor* 
+  James  iii.  1 5. 

with 
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With  that  fweetnefs  of  the  lips  which  cncrcafeth 
learning*;  he  feduloufly  attended  no  ^efs  to  his 
own  literary  improvements,  than  to  tljofe  of  his 
promifing  difciple.  It  is  with  diligent  tutors,  as  with 
faithful  and  laborious  minifters :  to  both  of  whom 
that  encouraging  word  is  frequently  made  good,  He 
that  watereth,  Ihall  be  watered  himfelf-f.  But, 
araidft  all  his  other  profound  and  important  atten- 
tions, he  never  loft  fight  of  that  grand  mark,  to 
which  he  made  every  hvman  attainment  fubferve  5 
viz.  the  edification  of  his  own  heart  in  faith  and 
holinefs.  Hence  he  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
God :  and  carefully  ftudied  the  infpired  volume,  in 
it's  original  languages,  and  with  the  afliftance  of  the 
beft  antient  and  modern  expofitorg. 

He  preached  his  firft  fermon,  on  his  birth-day, 
viz.  July  17,  1698  J  when  he  completed  his  four 
and  twentieth  year ;  apd  was,  Ihortly  after,  chofea 
afliftant  preacher  to  that  independent  congregation, 
of  which  Dr,  Ifaac  Chauncey  was  the  paftor.  Hi* 
pulpit  exertions,  fuppofed  to  be  more  zealous  and 
vehement  than  bis  ^onftitution  could  well  fuftain, 
were  foon  followed  by  a  fevere  and  menacing  illnefs, 
of  five  month's  duration.  But  the  ambaffador  of 
Chrift  had  not  yet  finiflied  his  appointed  courfe,  nor 
iulfiUed  the  work  which  was  given  him  to  do.  He 
recovered,  and  determined,  through  grace,  to  fpend 
and  be  fpent  for  God,  he  plied  his  minifterial  la- 
bours with  as  great  intenfenefs  as  before. 

On  the  dece^fe  of  Dr.  Chauncey,  he  was  ordained 
(March  ip,  1702,  N.  S.)  to  the  paftorfliip  of  that 
church ;  prefently  after  which  event,  another  long 
confinement  by  ficknefs  threatened  the  extinftion  of 
his  valuable  life,  His  recovery  was  fo  gradual,  that 
it  was  deemed  neceflary  to  leffen  his  public  fatigues, 
by  appointing  Mr.  Samuel  Price  to  be  his  afliftant, 
ift  th?  fummer  of  1703, 

J  frov,  3^vi.  21,  t  Pror.  xi,  ij. 

Men 
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Mfen  of  the  fineft  talents  have  frequently  the  ifl- 
firmicft  bodies.  Mr.  Watts  was.  of  that  number* 
His  health,  for  fome  years  after  the  above  mention-^ 
led  period,  continued  extremely  precarious.  Yet  he 
appears  to  have  fpared  himfelf  as  little  as  poflible  j 
and  to  have  intermitted  his  private  ftudies  and 
public  miniftrations,  no  more  than  neceffity  obliged. 

To  increafe,  and  to  perpetuate,  as  far  as  he  was 
able,  the  life  and  oower  of  godlinefs  among  the 
younger  part  of  his  fpiritual  charge,  he  formed  theni 
mto  a  fociety,  for  the  excellent  purpofes  of  prayer, 
and  conference  on  religious  fubjefts.  When  hife 
health  would  permit,  he  met  them  himfelf :  and  to 
his  inftruftive  and  pious  over-fight  of  thefc  young 
people,  we  owe  the  occafion  and  the  rudiments  of 
iis  treatife,  entitled,  A  Guide  to  Prayer. 

In  September,  171 2,  wh^n  he  had  little  morfe 
than  entered  his  38th  year,  a  violent  fever  (occafion* 
ed,  probably,  by  too  devoted  application  to  fl:udy) 
^ftlmofk  quite  brd^e  him  down.  From  the  effefti 
of  this  vifitation,  he  never  totally  recovered.  His 
nerves  continued  more  or  lefs  in  a  fhattered  ftate, 
from  that  time  forward,  until  his  fpirit  returned  to 
God.  A  fad  proof,  that  the  famous  Sir  Francis 
Walfyngham*s  maxim  (viz.  knowledge  cannot  be 
bought  too  dear)  is  to  be  adopted  with  very  confi* 
derable  limitation. 

Notwithftandingthofe  fevereconfl:itutionalfhocks, 
this  faithful  fervant  of  God  had  not,  at  the  time  laft 
fpecified,  meafured  much  more  than  half  the  race 
he  was  to  run :  for  his  life  was  extended  to  an  ad- 
ditional period  of  fix  and  thirty  years.  But  he  could 
truly  fay,  with  the  apoftle  before  him.  We,  who  are 
*  jn  this  tabernacle,  do  groan,  being  burdened.  Yet, 
though  he  could  not  help  feeling  his  bodily  infir- 
mities, he  was  prcfervcd  by  grace  from  murmuring 
under  them.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  enter- 
tained one  hard  thought  of  God ;  but  lay,  at  the 
divine  foOtftool,  pai&ve  as  blank  paper  to  the  hand 

of 
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of  the  writer,  or  as  foftened  wax  to  the  imprefling 
feal. 

In  the  year  1728,  the  Univerfity  of  Edinbur^, 
and  alfo  that  of  Aberdeen,  did  honour  to  themfelvcf 
by  conferring  on  him  the  degree  of  Dodor  in 
Pivinity;  not  purchafed  for  five  pounds,  nor  evert 
folicited :  but  tranfmitted  f o  him  entirely  without 
his  knowledge.  Learned  feminaries  would  retrieve 
the  departing  refpeftability  of  their  diplomas,  were 
they  only  prelented  to  (I  will  not  fay,  fuch  men  as 
Dr.  Watts;  for  few  fuch  men  are  in  any  age  to  be 
found :  but  to)  perfons  of  piety,  orthodoxy,  erudi* 
tion,  and  virtue. 

The  good  doftor,  though  frequently,  and  for 
long  feafons  together,  reftraihed  by  illnefe  from  the 
public  exercifes  of  his  miniftry,  ftridtly  fo  called, 
was  an  hard  ftudent,  almoft  to  the  very  laft.  At 
length,  exhaufted  by  a  progreffive,  but  deep,  decay, 
his  mortal  body  was  forfaken  by  its  deathlefs  inba* 
bitant,  Nov.  25,  1748  :  after  an  union  of  feventy- 
four  years,  four  months,  and  eight  days. — His  fu* 
neral  fermon  (which  has  fupplied  me  with  the  fore* 
going  fafts  and  dates)  was  preached  by  the  learned 
Dr.  David  Jennings,  on  the  latter  claufe  of  He- 
brews xi-  4.  And  a  concife,  but  not  very  animated, 
oration  was  fpoken  over  his  grave,  at  the  time  of 
his  interment,  by  Dr,  Samuel  Chandler, 

I  have  been  told,  by  the  late  excellent  Mr, 
Whitefieid  (between  whom  and  Dr.  Watts  a  long 
and  very  tender  friendftiip  fubfifted),  that,  for  fe- 
veral  years  together,  the  dodtor  was  fo  grievoufly 
and  frequently  afflided  with  inTomniaj  or  continuji 
wakefiilnefs ;  and  his  health,  ftrength,  and  fpirits, 
were  thereby  reduced  to  fo  low  an  ebb  5  that  be 
might,  on  the  whole,  rather  be  faid  to  gafp,  tb^n 
to  live.  Very  often,  he  could  obtain  no  fleep,  for 
two  or  three  nights  fucceOively,  but  what  was  prO" 
cured  by  art ;  i.  e.  by  dint  of  medicinal  prepara- 
tions.   Sometimes,  even  opiates  failed  to  win  the 

courted 
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courted  repofe  i  and  our  modern  Job  might  fin^, 
like  him  of  Chaldea,  Wearifome, nights  are  appointed 
unto  me.  When  I  lay  down,  I  fay,  when  (hall  I 
rife,  and  the  night  be  gone  ?  I  am  full  of  toflings  to 
and  fro,  unto  the  dawning  of  the  day.  Job.  vii. 
3^4- 

"  Tired  nature's  fweet  reftorer,  balmy  fleep.** 

Grata  labor  at ie  refer  ens  oblivia  vit^ ; 

is  avifitant,  which,  like  every  other  bleffing,  is  the 
gift  of  God,  and  comes  not  but  at  his  command. 
He  giveth,  to  his  beloved,  fleep:  Pfal.  cxxvii.  2. 
And,  when  he  gives  it  not,  faith  will  acknowledge 
the  finger  of  Jehovah's  providence,  and  fay.  Thou 
holdeft  mine  eyes  waking.     Pfahn  Ixxvii.  4. 

But  the  divine  will  operates  through  the  medium 
of  fecond  caufes.  Too  intenfe  and  unintermitted 
exertions  of  mind,  in  the  purfuit  of  knowledge,  and 
in  the  communication  of  it  to  others  by  writing, 
were  the  direft  occafions  of  unhinging  Dr.  Watts's 
intelleftual  powers,  and  of  fliattering  a  conftitutioa 
naturally  firm. 

"  With  curious  art  the  brain,  too  finely  wrought. 
Preys  on  itfelf  and  is  deftroyed  by  thought. 
Conftant  attention  wears  the  adlive  mind. 
Blots  out  its  powers,  and  leaves  the  blank  behind.*^ 

If  grandeur,  elegance,  and  poignancy,  of  genius;— 
ifaftrong,  extenfive,  and  highly  cultivated  under- 
ftanding; — in  a  word,  if  the  richeft  native  and  ac- 
quired talents  of  the  head,  added  to  the  moft  amiable 
virtues  of  the  heart ; — could  have  fecured  to  an  human 
being  the  felicity  of  calm  and  conftant  felf-polTeflion, 
Dr.  Watts  had  never  written  his  unhappy  Diflertations 
on  the  Trinity. 

Gladly  would  I  'throw,  if  poffible,  an  everlafting 
vail  over  this  valuable  perfon's  occafional  deviations 
from  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel,  relative  to  the 
perfonality  and  divinity  of  the  Son  and  Spirit  of 

God. 
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God*  But  juftice  compels  me  to  acknowledge, 
that  he  did  not  always  preferve  an  uniforni  confift- 
cncy  with  himfelf,  nor  with  the  Scriptures  of  truth, 
fb  far  as  concerns  that  grand  and  fundamental  ar- 
ticle of  the  Chriftian  faith. 

**  How  narrow  limits  are  to  wifdom  giv'n ! 
Earth  ftie  furveys,  and  thence  would  meafure  heav*n . 
Through  mifts  obfcure,  now  wings  her  tedious  way. 
Now  wanders,  dazzled  with  too  bright  a  day. 
And,  from  the  fummit  of  a  pathlefs  coaft, 
.  Sees  infinite,  and  in  that  fight  is  loft." 

The  inclufivenefs  (to  call  it  by  the  tendereft  name 
we  can)  of  his  too  wanton  tamperings  with  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Trinity,  has  been  largely  and  irrc- 
fragably  demonftrated,  by  more  hands  than  one. 
Among^  others,  by  the  learned  Dr.  Abraham  Tay- 
lor, in  a  mafterly  traft,  entitled.  The  Scripture 
Dodrine  of  the  Trinity  vindicated,  in  Oppofition  to 
Mr.  Watts's  Scheme  of  one  divine  Perfon  and  two 
divine  Powers.  The  great  Mr.  John  Hurrion,  one 
of  the  moft  evangelical  men,  and  ableft  reafoner,  that 
have  added  luftre  to  theprefent  century,  has  likewife 
totally  demolilhed  Dr.  Watts's  fanciful  and  danger- 
ous furmifes,  in  his  [i.  e.  in  Mr.  Hurrion*s]  fet  of 
admirable  difcourfes,  entitled.  The  Scripture  Doc- 
trine of  the  proper  Divinity,  real  Perfonality,  &c.  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  ftated  and  defended.  Both  the 
above  performances  were  publiflied,  many  years  bc-^ 
fore  the  Doftor's  deceafe ;  and  confequently,  while 
he  was  able  to  anfwer  for  himfelf.  Notwithftand-  . 
ingthis  declenfion,  lam  happy  in  believing,  that 
the  grace  and  faithfulnefsof  the  Holy  Ghoft  did  not 
permit  our  author  to  die  undier  the  delufions  of  fo 
horrible  and  pernicious  an  herefy. 

Among  many  inftances,  which  redound  exceed- 
ingly to  the  honour  of  the  Doctor's  heart,  muft  be 
numbered  the  cordial  and  uninterrupted  friendfhip, 
which  obtained  between  hini  and  his   copartner  in 

the 
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the  miniftry,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Price.  Aulu5 
Gellius  ufed  to  wonder,  how  two  fuch  elegant  and 
magnanimous  philofophers,  as  Plato  and  Xenophon, 
could  ever  defcend  to  the  meannefs  of  depretiating 
and  envying  each  other's  talents  and  fuccefs.  What 
tvould  he  have  faid,  had  he  been  witnefs  to  the  low 
competitions,  the  dirty  jealoufies,  the  narrow  felf- 
feekings,  and  the  envious  treacher}',  vifible  in  the 
ipirit  and  coaduft  of  fome,  who  pafs  for  Chriftian 
minifters  ?  No  fuch  roots  of  bitternefs  had  any  place 
in  the  benevolent  and  difinterefted  bofom  of  Dr. 
Watts.  Like  the  matter  he  ferved,  he  took  pieafure 
in  the  excellencies,  the  ufefulnefs,  and  the  profperi-  . 
ty,  of  others.  It  was  by  his  own  requeft,  that  Mr. 
Price  was  aflbciated  with  him  as  co-paftor,  in  the 
year  1713*  And,  in  his  laft  will,  he  ftyled  that 
gentleman,  his  "  faithful  friend  and  companion  in  the 
labours  of  the  miniftry ;"  and  bequeathed  him  a 
legacy,  as  a  "  fmall  teftimony  of  his  great  afFeftion 
for  him,  on  account  of  his  fervices  of  love,  during 
thfe  many  harmonious  years  of  their  fellowfhip  in  the 
work  of  the  gofpel.'' 

Df*  Jennings  his  preferved  a  few  of  Dr.  Watts's 
dying  fayings.  It  is  to  be  wilhed,  that  he  had  re- 
corded more  of  them*  "  I  blefs  God,"  faid  the 
fipening  faint,  **  I  can  lay  down  with  comfort  at 
night,  unfolicitous  whether  I  wake  in  this  world  or 
another  I"  His  faith  in  the  promifes  was  lively  and 
tinfliaken :  "  I  believe  them  enough  to  venture  an 
eternity  on  them  !'*  Once,  to  a  religious  friend,  he 
expired  himfelf  thus  ;  "  I  remember  an  aged  mi* 
nilter  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  moft  learned  and  know- 
ing Chriftians,  when  they  come  to  die,  haVe  only  the 
fame  plain  proijiifes  for  their  fupport,  as  the  common 
and*  unlearned.  And  fo,"  continued  the  Doftor, 
^*  I  find  it.  It  is  the  plain  promifes  of  the  gofpel 
that  are  my  fupport ;  and,  I  blefs  God,  they  are 
plain  promifes,  which  do  not  require  much  labour 
and  pjkins  to  under ftand  them ;  for  I  can  do  nothing 

now, 
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now,  but  look  into  my  Bible,  for  fome  promife  to 
fupport  me,  and  live  upon  that."  .  On  feeling  any 
temptations  to  complain,  he  would  remark,  **  The 
bufinefs  of  a  Chriftian  is,  to  bear  the  will  of  God, 
as  well  as  to  do  it.  If  I  were  in  health,'!  could  only 
be  doing  that ;  and  that  I  may  do  now.  The  beft 
thing  in  obedience  is,  a  regard  to  the  will  of  God ; 
and  the  way  to  that,  is  to  get  our  inclinations  and 
averfions  as  much  mortified  as  we  can." 

The  following  little  incident,  I  lately  had  from  a 
perfon  of  quality  *,  who  has  long  (hone  (and  much 
longer  may^ftie  continue  to  (hine)  the  principal  or- 
nament of  the  great  and  of  the  religious  world. 
The  anecdote,  though  not  important  ip  itfelf,  is 
worthy  of  being  preferved  from  oblivion,  as  a  fmall 
monument  of  the  refined  politenefs  which  diftin- 
guiftied  the  mind  and  manners  of  another  elegant 
and  devout  female  long  fince  with  God.  The  firfl:- 
nqentioned  of  thefe  ladies,  being  on  a  vifit  to  Dr. 
Watts,  at  Stoke-Newington,  the  doftor  accofted 
her  thus  :  "  Madam,  your  ladyfhip  is  come  to  fee 
me,  on  a  very  remarkable  day."  Why  is  this  day 
fo  remarkable  ?  anfwered  the  countefs.  "  This  very 
day  thirty  years,"  replied  the  doctor,  "  I  came 
hither,  to  the  houfe  of  my  good  friend  fir  Thomas 
Abney,  intending  to  fpend  but  one  fingle  week  un- 
.  der  this  friendly  roof :  and  I  have  extended  my  vifit 
'to  the  length  of  exadtly  thirty  years."  Lady  Abney, 
.  who  was  prefent,  immediately  faid  to  the  doftor, 
"  Sir,  what  you  term  a  long  thirty  years  vifit,  I  con- 
'fider  as  the  Ihorteft  vifit  my  family  ever  received." 

*  The  late  countefs  of  Huntingdon,  who  deferves  the  higheft 
panegyric  that  can  be  given  to  a  woman.  She  cloffd  a  life  of  the 
moft  exteniive  ufefulnefs,  unbounded  intrepidity,  and  intrinfic  ex- 
cellence in  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  on  Friday,  June  17,  1791.  Un- 
equivocally may  it  be  faid,  that  her  charadcr  has  never  been  furpafled 
or  equalled  in  any  age,  or  in  any  nation.  P3ditor. 
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Mrs.   ELIZABETH   ROWE. 

THIS  elegant  and  devout  female  was  the  daugh* 
ter  of  Mr.  Walter  Singer,  a  diflenting  mini- 
fter,  of  good  family,  and  poffefied  a  competent 
eftate,  near  Frome,  in  Somerfetlhire :  who  being 
imprifoned,  at  Ilchefter,  for  non-conformity,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II,  was  there  vifited  by  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Portnel,  of  that  town,  from  principles  of  mere 
benevolence  and  comipaffion.  The  acquaintjince, 
thus  commenced,  terminated,  however,  in  marriage: 
and  the  lady,  a  fummary  of  whofe  memoirs  we  are 
now  going  to  give,  was  the  firft  fruit  of  the  alliance ; 
being  born,  September  ii,  1674,  at  Ilchefter,  in 
which  town  her  father  continued  to  refide,  until  the 
death  of  his  wife  induced  him  to  return  into  the 
neighbourhood  of  Frome. 

On  his  re-fettlement  there,  his  piety,  prudence, 
integrity,  and  good  fenfe,  recommended  him  to  the 
friendQjip  of  lord  Weymouth  ;  and  to  that  of  Dr. 
Ken,  the  deprived  bifliop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  who 
(after  the  Revolution)  lived  with  that  nobleman  at 
Long  Leat.  Though  the  bifhop  was^  in  principle, 
a  very  high  churchman ;  and  Mr,  Singer,  a  radica- 
ted diflenter ;  ftill,  fuch  were  the  candpur  and  mo- 
deration of  thefe  excellent  men,  that  they  cordially 
efteemed,  and  conftantly  vifited  each  0 their.  Dr. 
Ken  would  fometimes  ride,  to  fee  his  worthy  and 
valued  non-conforming  neighbour,  fo  frequently  as 
PUce  a  week. 

•  Biogr,  Britann.  vol.  v,  p.  3523. 
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Mr.  Singer's  chief  happinefs,  however,  lay  within, 
the  pale  of  his  own  family.  Befide  our  authorefs,  he 
had  two  daughters:  one  of  whom  died  in  her  child- 
hood, and  the  other  furvived  to  her  twentieth  year. 
The  latter  feemed  to  be  the  very  counterpart  of  her 
elder  fifter,  in  devotion,  virtue,  accomplilhments, 
and  amiablcnefs  of  temper.  She  had  the  fame  in- 
vincible thirft  for  knowledge;  and  confequently, 
the  fame  extreme  paffion  for  books.  The  lovely 
fitters  frequently  prolonged  their  ftudics,  in  concert, 
until  midnight. 

But  it  was  Mifs  Elizabeth,  whom  Providence  re- 
ferved  to  be  an  ornament,  not  only  to  her  family  and  ^ 
to  her  fex,  but  to  the  human  fpecies.  Her  uncom- 
mon talents,  and  exalted  piety,  which  dawned  even 
in  her  infant  years,  gave  her  religious  father  a  fatis- 
faftion  not  to  be  exprefled.  He  himfelf  had  re- 
ceived his  firft  effeftual  convidtions,  in  about  the 
tenth  year  of  his  age  :  from  which  "time,  he  was  re- 
markable for  having  never  neglefted  prayer.  God 
was  pleafed  to  vifit  our  poetefs  with  ftrong  impref- 
fions  of  grace,  at  a  ftill  lefs  advanced  period.  My 
infant  hands  (fays  (he,  in  her  manual,  entitled, 
"  Devout  Rxercifes  of  the  Heart")  were  early  lifted 
up  to  thee ;  and  1  foon  learned  to  know  and  ac- 
knowledge the  God  of  my  fathers.  Her  relative  af- 
fedions  were  fo  lively  and  delicate,  that  we  find  them 
mingling  even  with  her  moft  folemn  addrefles  to  the 
Deity.  In  particular,  her  love  and  veneration  for 
her  father  refembled  the  veftal  fires,  which  were 
ftrong,  bright,  and  in-extingui(hable.  As  a  fpeci-  . 
men  of  her  fine  feelings,  in  this  refpeft,  we  may  re* 
cur  to  the  following  paflage :  Thou  art  my  God, 
and  the  God  of  my  religious  ancellors ;  the  God  of 
my  mother,  the  God  of  my  pious  father.  Dying, 
and  breathing  out  his  foul,  he  gave  me  to  thy  care. 
He  put  me  into  thy  gracious  arms,  and  delivered  me 
up  to  thy  proteftiOn.  He  told  oie,  Thou  wouldft 
jiever  leave  me,  nor  forfake  me.     He  triumphed  in 
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thy  long  experienced  falthfulnefs  and  truth ;  and 
^  gave  his  teftimony  for  thee,  with  his  lateft  breath. 
At  twelve  years  of  age,  (lie  began  to  write  poetry  : 
and  it  is  no  wonder,  the  fame  elegant  turn  of  mind 
was  connefted  with  a  fondnefs  for  mufic  and  paint- 
ing; in  the  former  of  which,  flie  particularly  delight- 
ed, and  became  a  very  able  proficient.  But  that  walk 
in  mufic,  which  (he  chiefly  cultivated,  was  of  the  moft 
ferious  and  folemn  kind ;  fuch  as  befl:  comported 
with  the  grandeur  of  her  fentiments,  and  the  fubli- 
mity  of  her  devbtion. — -As  to  painting  (he  was  more 
than  an  admirer  of  that  beautiful  art.  She  took  up 
the  pencil,  when  (he  had  hardly  fufficient  ftrength 
and  fteadinefs  of  hand  to  guide  it :  and,  almoft  in 
her  infancy,  would  prefs  out  the  juices  of  herbs,  to 
fexve  her  in  lieu  of  colours.  Her  father^  perceiving 
her  propenfity  to  this  accompli(hment,  provided  a 
mafli^r  to  inftruft  her  in  it :  and  it  never  failed  ta 
be  her  occafional  amufement,  to  the  end  of  her 
life. 

It  was  her  excellence  in  poetry,  which  firfl:  intro- 
duced her  to  the  attention  of  the  noble  family  at 
Long  Leat.  She  had  written  a  fmall  copy  of  verfes, 
with  which  they  were  fo  highly  charmed,  that  they 
conceived  a  flirong  curiofity  to  fee  the  authorefs  ^ 
and,  in  this  vifit,  there  commenced  a  friendlhip, 
which  fubfifited  ever  after.  She  was  not,  then, 
twenty* 

Her  paraphrafe  of  the  38th  chapter  of  Job,  was 
wrote  at  the  rcqueft  of  bifhop  Ken  :  and  added  to 
the  reputation  fhe  had  already  acquired.  She  had 
no  lefs  a  tutor  for  the  French  and  Italian  languages, 
than  the  Hon.  Mr.  Thynne,  fon  to  lord  Weymouth, 
who  voluntarily  took  that  office  upon  himfelf ;  and 
had  the  pleafure  to  fee  his  fair  .  fcholar  improve  fo 
fafl:  under  his  leflbns,  that,  in  a  few  months,  (he  was 
able  to  read  TaflTo,  with  great  facility.  She  feems 
to  have  been  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  learned 
languages.     Her  father,  indeed,  took  the  greateft 

care 
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care  of  her  education:  but  he  confined  it  to  the 
acquifition  of  thofe  accompliftiments  only,  which  he 
confidered  as  falling  moft  properly  within  the  (phere 
of  female  improvement. 

In  the  year  1696,  which  was  the  2 2d  of  her  age, 
a  coUeftion  of  her  poems  on  various  occafions  was 
publiChed,  at  the  rcqueft  of  two  diftinguiflied 
friends. 

Her  fliinin^  merit,  and  the  charms  of  her  perfon 
and  converfation,  had  procured  her  a  great  many  ad- 
mirers. Among  others,  the  celebrated  Mr.  Matthew 
Prior  is  faid  to  have  been  a  candidate  for  her  heart : 
and,  from  feveral  tender  paffages,  relative  to  this 
lady,  in  his  printed  poems,  it  plainly  enough  ap- 
pears, that  (he  had  the  deepeft  intereft  in  his  affec- 
tions. But  Mr.  Thomas  Rowe  was  the  perfon, 
deftined  by  heaven  to  make  happy,  and  to  be  made 
happy  by,  the  moft  amiable  female  then  exifting. 

This  gentleman  had  a  fine  genius,  adorned  with 
an  uncommon  (hare  of  profound  and  polite  learning. 
His  talent  in  poetry,  though  not  invariably  equal 
to  his  wife's,  was  yet  very  confiderable.  He  was 
the  fon  of  Mr.  Benoni  Rowe,  a  difTenting  minifter, 
eminent  as  a  preacher  and  a  fcholar ;  and  defcended 
of  the  fame  family,  from  which  Mr.  Nicolas  Rowe, 
the  dramatic  poet,  derived  his  pedigree :  viz.  the 
Rowes,  of  Lamberton,  in  Devon(hire. — Our  Mr. 
Thomas  Rowe  was  born,  at  London,  April  25, 
1687;  and  was  married  to  Mifs  Singer,  in  1710. 
On  which  bccafion,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Rowe  wrote  the 
beautiful  Latin  epigram  inferted  *  below. 

Mrs. 

*  In  nuptias  Thomje  Rows  et  Elizabeths  Singsr. 

^iJ  dofium  par  ufque  tuum^  fochfque  labor es, 
Yk^Kl^  et  Dacerii,  Gallia  wana,  crepatf 

Tar  majus  gens  Angla  dedit,  jteoenem  atque  puellam, 
^os  hodie  facn  fcedere  jufixit  amor, 

Namque  ea,  qua  noftri  Pbabo  cecinere  docente^ 
Explicuiffi  tuts  gloria fumnut  fireU 
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Mrs.  Rowe's  exalted  merit  and  captivating  quali- 
ties could  not  fail  to  infpire  the  mod  pure  and  laft- 
ing  paffion  :  and  Mr.  Rowe  knew  how  to  value  that 
treafure  of  piety,  elegance,  and  wit,  which  Divine 
Providence  had  given  him  in  fuch  a  partner.  He 
made  it  his  bufinefs,  to  repay  the  felicity,  with 
which  (he  crowned  his  life.  A  confiderabk  time 
after  marriage,  he  addreft  to  her,  under  the  name  of 
Delia,  that  delicate  and  beautiful  ode>  of  which  the 
following  lines  are  part : 

^Long  may  thy  infpiring  page^ 

And  great  example,  blefs  the  rifing  age  ! 
Long,  in  thy  charming  prifon,  may*ft  thou  flay  ; 
Late,  very  late,  afcend  the  well-known  way; 
And  add  new  glories  to  the  realms  of  day  \ 

At  leaft,  Hcav*n  will  not,  fure,  this  pray'r  deny  : 

Short  be  my  life's  uncertain  date, 
And  earlier  far,  than  thine,  thedeftin'd  hour  of  fate  E 
Whene'er  it  comes,  may'ft  thou  be  by ; 
Banilh  defponding  nature's  gloom ; 
And  make  me  hope  a  gentle  doom  ; 
And  fix  me  all  on  joys  to  come !: 

With  fwimming  eyes  FUgaze  upon  thy  charms,. 
And  clafp  thee,  dying,  in  my  fainting  arms  : 
Then,  gently  leaning  on  thy  breaft. 
Sink  in  foft  flumbers  to  eternal  reft. 
The  ghaftly  form  fhall  have  a  pleafing  air. 
And  all  things  fmile,  while  Heav*n  and  thou  art  there. 
As  Mr.  Rowe  had  not,  naturally,  a  ftrong  conftitu- 
tion,  his  intenfe   application   to  ftudy  (which   his 

Thos  tranflated.by  a  young  gentleman : 

••  No  more>  proud  Gallia,  bid  the  world  revere 
Thy  learned  pair,  Le  FcVreand  Dacier. 
Britain  may  boaft,  this  happy  day  unites 
Two  nobler  minds  in  Hymen's  hexed  rites : 
What  tbefc  have  fung,  while  all  th'infpiring  Nine 
Exalt  the  beauties  of  the  verfe  divine, 
Thofe  (humble  critics  of  th'  immortal  ftrain) 
Shall  bound  their  fame  to  comment  and  explain.^ 

marriaore 
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marriage  connexion  did  not  in  the  lead  abate)  is 
fuppofed  to  have  fown  the  feeds  of  that  ill  health, 
which  allayed  the  happinefs  of  his  connubial  ftate ; 
and  threw  him  into  a  decline,  about  the  latter  end  of 
of  the  year  1 7 1 4.  Having  little  more  than  .finiftied 
his  twenty-eighth  year,  his  confumption  put  a  period 
to  his  life,  on  the  13th  of  May,  171 5.  He  had 
formed  adefign,  to  compile  the  lives  of  all  the  illuf- 
trious  perfons  of  antiquity,  omitted  by  Plutarch. 
He  was  enabled  to  accomplifti  part  of  his  intent*: 
for  which  no  man,  perhaps,  was  better  qualified, 
both  by  genius,  judgment,  and  erudition.  Hiftory 
was  his  favourite  purfuit :  and  he  had  ftudied  that 
part  of  it,  which  relates  fl|  Jewifli  antiquities,  under 
the  tuition  of  the  great  Witfius,  at  Leyden. 

During  her  hu{band*s  long  ilbiefs,  Mrs.  Rowe 
hardly  ever  quitted  his  chamber ;  and  alleviated,  by 
all  the  tender  offices  of  fympathy  and  affiduity,  the 
pains  (he  was  unable  to  remove.  She  partook  his 
fleeplefs  nights;  nor  could  be  perfuaded  to  relin* 
quifli  her  kind  but  melancholy  ftation  at  his  bed's 
fide.  When  death  had  performed  its  commiffion, 
(he  was  with  difficulty  torn  from  his  breathlefs  clay  : 
and  devoted  her  future  years  to  his  memory,  by  a 
refolution  (which  (he  inviolably  kept)  of  perpetual 
widowhood. — He  died,  at  Hampftead,  near  Lon- 
don ;  where  he  had  refided  fome  time,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  air :  and  was  buried  in  a  vault,  belong- 
ing to  his  family,  in  Bunhill-Fields.  On  his  tomb 
were  only  marked  his  name,  with  the  dates  of  his 
birth  and  deceafe.  But  an  infcription  of  greater 
pomp  was  rendered  unnecefTary,  by  Mrs.  Rowe's 
fine  Elegy  on  his  Death ;   in  which  (he  relates  the 

*  He  finifhed  nine  of  thofc  omitted  \lvfi$ :  of  which,  eight  were 
pobliftied,  after  his  deceafe,  by  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Chandler. 
The  ninth  (viz.  that  of  Thrafybulus),  hafin^  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  Sir  Richard  Steele,  for  his  revifal,  was  unhappily 
lolt. 
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thoughts  that  follow,  as  a  part  of' his  dying  con- 
verfation : 

"  How  much  I  love,  thy  bleeding  heart  can  tell. 
Which  does,  like  mine,  the  pangs  of  parting  feel. 
But  hafte  to  meet  me  on  thofe  happy  plains. 
Where  mighty  love  in  endlefs  triumph  reigns. 
He  ceas'd.   Then  gently  yielded  up  his  breathy 
And  fell  a  blooming  facrifice  to  death." 

She  furvived  him,  almoft  22  years,  and,  to  the  laft, 
retained,  without  abatement,  that  extreme  afFeftion 
and  veneration  for  liim,  which  had  conftantly  ani- 
mated her  bread  during  life.  A  very  little  time 
before  her  own  departure  t^eaven,  fhe  was  obferved 
to  (hed  tears,  at  but  hearing  the  mention  of  his 
name. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  her  widowhood, 
(he  quitted  London  (where,  in  complaifance  to  Mr. 
Rowe's  inclination,  fhe  ufually  fpent  the  winter  fea- 
fon);  and  indulged  her  unconquerable  love  of  foli- 
tude,  by  retiring  to  Frome,  where  the  greater  part 
of  her  eftate  lay.  It  was  in  this  retreat,  that  (he 
compofed  the  moft:  celebrated  of  her  works,  entitled, 
Friendfhip  in  Death ;  with  the  Letters  moral  and 
entertaining.  How  fond  flie  was  of  obfcurity,  ap- 
pears from  that  beautiful  paflage,  among  many 
others,  where  flie  thus  fings  in  profe : 

"  Such  a  rp treat  as  difengages  the  mind  from 
thofe  interefts  and  paffions,  which  mankind  generally 
purfue,  appears,  to  me,  the  moft  certain  way  to 
happinefs.  Quietly  to  withdraw  from  the  crowd, 
and  leave  the  gay  and  ambitious  to  divide  the  ho- 
nours and  pleafures  of  the  world,  without  being  a 
rival  or  competitor  in  any  of  them,  muft  leave  a 
perfon  in  unenvied  repofe. — Ye  vain  grandeurs  of  the 
earth,  ye  perifliing  riches,  and  fantaftic  pleafures, 
what  are  your  proudeft  boafts  ?  Can  you  yield'  un- 
decaying  delights,  joys  becoming  the  dignity  of  rea- 
fon,  and  the  capacities  of  an  immortal  mind  ?  A& 

the 
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the  happy  fpirits  above,  at  what  price  they  value 
their  enjoyments.  Alk  them,  if  the  whole  creatioa 
(hould  purchale  one  moment's  interval  of  their  blifs. 
No:  one  beam  of  celeftial  light  obfcures  the  glory, 
and  cafts  a  reproach  on  all  the  beauty,  this  world 
can  boaft." 

In  1736,  fome  of  her  acquaintances,  who  had 
feen  the  Hiftory  of  Jofeph  in  manufcript,  prevailed 
on  her,  though  with  difficulty,  t6  let  it  be  made 
pyblic.  She  had  written  it,  in  the  eariy  part  of  life; 
and  had  carried  it  on,  no  farther,  than  to  Jofeph*s 
marriage.  Through  the  importunity  of  friends 
(efpecially,  of  the  countefs  of  Hertford,  to  whom 
Mrs.  Rowe  could  fcarcely  refufe  any  thing),  (he  add- 
ed two  books  more  :  the  compofing  of  which  is  fiid 
to  have  been  the  labour  but  of  three  or  four  days. 
This  additional  part,  which  was  her  laft  work,  was 
publiftied  a  few  weeks  before  her  death. 

That  crowning  event  befel  her,  according  to  her 
wifti,  in  her  beloved  retirement.  She  was  favoured 
with  uncommon  ftrength  of  conftitution ;  and  had 
paft  a  more  than  (hort  life,  with  fcarce  any  indifpo* 
fition  fevere  enough  to  confine  her  to  her  bed.  But, 
about  fix  months  before  her  deceafe,  (he  was  attack- 
ed by  a  vifibly  dangerous  complaint ;  and  lamented, 
to  an  intimate  friend,  that,  on  the  near  ap^proach  of 
death,  (lie  did  not  find  herfelf  fo  ferene  as  (he  could 
wifli.  Her  doubts  and  fears,  though  (harp,  were 
Ihort.  The  holy  fpirit,  after  a  little  feafon,  filled 
her  with  gladnefs  unfpeakable,  by  witneffing,  to  her 
foul,  the  intereft  which  God's  free  grace  had  given 
her  in  the  atonement  and  mediation  of  him  who 
died  for  finners.  Under  thefe  aflTurances,  (he  ex- 
perienced fuch  repofeand  triumph,  that  (he  acknow- 
ledged, with  tears  of  joy,  that  (lie  had  never  felt 
any  confolations  equal  to  thefe.  She  repeated,  on 
this  happy  occafion,  Mr.  Pope's  verfes,  entitled, 
**  The  dying  Chriftian  to  his  Soul,"  with  fuch  ex- 
alted tranfport,  as  evidenced,  that  (lie  really  felt  all 

the 
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the  holy  ecftafies,  which  breathe  in  that  *  exquifite 
piece  of  facred  poetry. 

After  this  threatening  ill  nefs,  Mrs.  Rowe  recovered 
herufual good ftateof  health :  to  which,  it  is  extremely- 
probable,  the  happy  ftateof  her  foul,  andherbleffed 
foretaftes  of  eternal  life,  might  chiefly  contribute. 
Communion  with  God,  and  the  aflurance  of  his 
favour,  are  frequently  known  to  promote  health  of 
body,  ho  lefs  than  of  mind.  The  fellowfhip  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  is  the  grand  cordial  of  human  life;  and 
fometimes  operates  as  a  fovereign  reftorative,  even 
to  the  mortal  houfe  of  clay. 

On  the  day,  in  which  Mrs.  Rotve  was  feized  with 
that  diftemper,  which,  in  a  few  hours,  carried  her 
off,  (he  feemed,  to  thofe  about  her,  to  be  in  perfedt 
vigour.  About  eight  in  the  evening,  (he  converfed 
with  her  ufual  fprightlinefs ;  and  not  without  laugh- 
ter. Afterwards,  (he  retired  to  her  chamber.  About 
ten,  her  tnaid-fervant,  hearing  fome  noife  in  her 
millrefs's  apartment,  ran  immediately  in,  and  found 

I. 

.  •  Vital  fp«k  of  hcav'niy  flame. 
Quit,  Oh  quit  this  mortal  frame ! 
Trembling,  hoping,  lingering,  flying : 
O  the  pain,  the  blifs,  of  dyine ! 

Ceafe,  fond  nature,  ceafe  thy  ftrin; 

And  let  me  langaiih  into  life. 

II. 

Hark!  they  whifper.    Angels  fay^ 

Sifter  fpirit,  come  away. 

What  is  this  abforbs  me  quite. 

Steals  my  fenfes,  (huts  my  fight. 
Drowns  my  fpirit,  draws  my  breath  ? 
Tell  me,  my  foul,  can  this  be  death  ? 

III. 
The  world  recedes :  it  difappears. 
Heaven  opens  on  my  eyes :  my  ears 
With  founds  feraphic  ring. 
Lend,  lend  your  wings !  I  mount !  I  fly  I 
O  Grave,  where  is  thy  viAory  ? 
O  Deaths  where  is  thy  (Ung  ? 

her 
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her  fallen  on  the  floor,  fpeechlefs,  and  in  the  convul- 
fions  of  death.  A  phyfician  and  a  furgeon  were  in- 
ftantly  fent  for;  but  all  applications  proved  fruit- 
lefs.  She  expired,  a  few  minutes  before  two  o'clock, 
on  Sunday  ^njorning,  February  20,  1736-7.  Her 
difeafe  was  judged  to  be  an  apoplexy.  A  devout 
book  was  found,  lying  open,  jufl:  by  her:  it  con- 
tained fome  meditations  on  fpiritual  fubjeds,  but 
was  afterwards  loft;  nor  could  the  title  be  exaftly 
remembered,  by  thofe  who  were  with  her  at  the 
time  of  her  death.  She  often  wiflied,  and  prayed, 
for  a  fudden  diffolution  :  and  God  was  pleafed  to 
grant  her  the  requeft  of  her  heart.  Mr.  Grove  (who, 
by  his  mother's  fide,  was  related  to  Mrs.  Rowe)  ex- 
prefled  himfelf  thus,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  deceafe  of  this  extraordinary  lady ; 
"  Though  her  d^ath,"  fays  he,  "  be  univerfally  la- 
mented, yet  the  manner  of  it  is  rather  to  be  efteem- 
ed  a  part  of  her  happinefs.  One  moment,  to  enjoy 
this  life; — the  next,  or  after  a  paufe  we  are  not 
fenfible  of,  to  find  ourfelves  got  beyond,  not  only 
the  fears  of  death,  but  death  itfelf;  and  in  pofleffion 
of  everlafting  life,  and  health,  and  pleafure  :— this 
moment,  to  be  devoutly  addreflTmg  ourfelves  to 
God,  or  employed  in  delightful  meditations  on  his 
perfections;  the  next,  in  his  prefence,  and  furround- 
edwithfcenesof  blifs,  perfeftly  new,  and  unfpeakably 
joyous : — is  a  way,  of  departing  out  of  life,  to  be 
defired,  not  dreaded,  by  ourfelves ;  and  felicitated, 
not  condoled,  by  our  furviving  friends.  When  all 
things  are  in  a  readinefs  for  our  removal  out  of  the 
world,  it  is  a  privilege,  to  be  fpared  the  fad  cere- 
mony of  parting,  and  all  the  pains  and  ftruggles  of 
feeble  nature."  Doft  thou  afk,  O  converted  reader. 
Which  isbeft?  To  be  fnatched  to  heaven,  in  a  mo- 
ment or  two ;  or  to  be  thrown  on  a  lingering  bed,  and 
fo  (if  the  Lordpleafe)  be  able  to  bear  fome  teftimony 
to  his  love,  power,  and  faithfulnefs  ?  I  anfwer,: 
Leave  the  whole  matter  to  him.    If  poiTible,  do  not 

entertain 
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entertain  a  wifli,  either  one  way,  or  the  othen  Be 
this  your  petition : 

"  Only  receive  my  foul  to  thee  : 

"  The  manner,  and  the  time,  be  thine  !" 

She  was  buried,*  by  her  own  defire,  under  the  fame 
ftone  with  her  father,  in  the  Meeting-houfe,  at 
Frome ;  and  her  funeral  fermon  was  preached  by 
Mr.  Bowden,  to  whom  (he  left  a  particular  charge, 
that  he  fliould  not  fay  one  word  about  her  in  the 
whole  of  his  difcourfe. 

In  her  cabinet  were  found  letters,  to  the  countefs 
of  Hertford,  the  earl  of  Orrery,  doftor  Watts,  and 
fome  others  of  her  moft  intimate  and  mod  valued 
friends.  Thefe  farewel  epiftles  flie  ordered  to  be,  . 
immediately  after  her  death,  tranfniitted  to  the  per- 
fons  they  were  directed  to.  They  have,  fince,  been 
publiflhed.  An  extraft  from  that  to  her  bofom-con- 
fident,  the  countefs  of  Hertford  (afterwards  duchefs 
ofSomerfet),  may  ftand  for  a  fample  of  the  reft. 
**  This  is  the  laft  letter  you  will  ever  receive  from 
me ;  the  laft  affurance  I  (hall  give  you,  on  earth,  of 
a  fincere  and  ftedfaft  friendftiip.  But  when  we  meet 
again,  I  hope  it  will  be  in  the  heights  of  immortal 
love  and  ecftafy.  Mine,  perhaps,  may  be  the  firft 
glad  fpirit,  to  congratulate  your  fafe  arrival  on  the 
happy  fliore.  What  tranfporting  refleftions  (hall 
we  make,  on  the  advantages,  of  which  we  Ihall  find 
ourfelves  eternally  poiTeffed  !  To  him  that  loved  and 
waflied  us  in  his  blood,  we  fliall  afcribe  immortal 
glory,  dominion,  and  praife,  for  ever.  This  is  all 
my  falvation,  and  all  my  hope.  That  name,  in 
whom  the  gentiles  truft,  is  now  my  gloribus,  my 
unfailing  confidence.  In  his  merits,  alone,  I  expe(S 
to  ftand  juftified,  before  infinite  purity  andjuftice. 
How  poor  were  my  hopes,  if  I  depended  on  thofe 
works,  which  my  own  vanity,  or  the  partiality  of 
men,  haye  called  good !  The  beft  adions  of  my  life 

would 
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would  be  found  defeAive,  if  brought  to  the  teft  of  that 
unblemiflied  holinefs,  in  whofe  fight  the  heavens  are 
not  clean.  Where  were  my  hopes,  but  for  a  Re- 
deemer's merits  and  atonement !  How  defperatc, 
how  undone  my  condition  !  With  the  utmoft  ad- 
vantages I  can  boaft,  I  (hould  ftart  back,  and  trem- 
ble at  the  thoughts  of  appearing  before  the  un- 
blemiflied majefty.  O  Jefus,  what  harmony  dwells 
in  thy  name  !  Celeftial  joy  and  immortal  life  is  in 
the  found.  Let  angels  fet  thee  to  their  golden  harps. 
Let  the  ranfomed  nations,  for  ever,  magnify  thee. 
Adieu,  my  moft  dear  friend,  until  we  meet  in  the 
paradife  of  God." 

.  All  truly  great  minds  entertain  the  moft  elevated 
ideas  of  friendfhip:  and,  indeed,  without  fome  great- 
nefs  of  foul,  no  man  is  capable  of  the  fublime  virtues 
and  the  refined  attachments  comprized  in  that  lovely 
term.  Such  a  fpirit,  as  ennobled  apd  warmed  the 
breaft  of  Mrs.  Rowe,  was  fufceptible  of  that  gene- 
rous and  exalted  flame.  Witnefs  the  following  pa- 
ragraph, in  her  farewel  letter  to  Mr.  Theobald : 
"  The  converfe,  I  have  had  with  you,  has  been  very 
(hort :  but,  I  hope,  the  friendfhip,  begun  by  it, 
will  be  tranfmitted  to  the  regions  of  perfeft  amity 
and  blifs.  It  would  not  be  worth  while,  to  cherifh 
the  impreflions  of  a  virtuous  friendfliip,  if  the  gene- 
rous engagement  was  to  be  difTolved  with  this  mortal 
life.  Tell  Mrs.  Theobald,  I  hope  to  meet  her  in 
the  ihining  realms  of  love  and  unmingled  bhfs." 

As  to  her  perfon,  Mrs.  Rowe  was  not  what  is 
called,  a  regular  beauty :  yet  (he  poflefTed  a  large 
meafure  of  the  charms  of  her  fex.  She  was  of  a 
moderate" ftature.  Her  hair  of  a  fine  auburn  co- 
lour. Her  eyes,  of  a  darkifh  grey,  inclining  to  blue, 
and  full  of  fire.  Her  complexion  was  very  fair,  and  a 
lovely  bltifh  glowed  in  her  cheeks.  She  fpoke  grace- 
fully :  her  voice  was  harmonioufly  fweet,  and  per- 
fedly  fuited  to  that  gentle  language  which  always 
flowed  from  her  lips.     The  foftnefs  arid  benevolence 

of 
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of  her  afpeft,  together  with  the  ftrength  of  under- 
ftanding  which  appeared  in  her  countenance,  exceed 
the  powers  of  defcription. 

Her  acquaintance  with  the  great,  added  to  her 
own  natural  delicacy  and  good  fcnfe,  had  infenfibly 
formed  her  to  all  the  eafe  and  accoraphfhments  of 
the  moft  engaging  politenefs.  Without  any  degree 
of  llifFnefs  or  afFeftation,  (he  praftifed,  in  a  diftant 
folitude,  all  the  addrefs  and  fine  behaviour  of  a 
court. 

The  labours  of  the  toilet  confumed  very  little  of 
her  time.  She  dcfpifed  the  arts  of  diefs  and  orna- 
ment J  yet  without  falling  into  the  oppofite  extreme 
of  improper  negligence,  , 

She  led  a  reclule  life,  but  without  aufterity  :  and 
was  as  exemplary  for  fweetnefs  of  temper,  affability, 
meeknefs,  and  every  focial  virtue,  as  for  the  exaft 
iknftity  of  her  manners. 

God  had  given  her  fuch  abfolute  command  over 
her  paffions,  that  it  has  been  queftioned,  whether 
flie  was  ever  angry,  fo  much  as  once,  in  her  whole 
life. 

Though  (he  pofleffed  an  uncommon  fliare  of  wit, 
no  one  had  reafon  to  fear  it's  edge,  or  to  wi(h  it  had 
been  lefs.  For,  together  with  the  moft  manly  genius, 
(he  poffefled  all  that  gentlenefs,  which  completes  the 
charms  of  the  tender  fex.  Next  to  profane  and 
lewd  writings,  fhe  expreffed  the  ftrongeft  averfion  to 
fatire ;  as  being  ufually  replete  with  uncandid  in- 
veftive.  No  ftrokes,  of  this  kind,  can  be  found  in 
her  works  :  and  her  converfation  was  not  lefs  inno- 
cent of  every  appearance  of  ill-nature,  than  her 
writings.  Scandal  and  detraftion  were  confidered, 
by  her,  as  extreme  inhumanity,  which  no  embelliQi- 
ments  of  wit  and  livelinefs  could  render  tolerable. 

She  had  few  equals,  in  her  admirable  turn  for 
converfation.  Her  wit  was  inexhauftible  ;  and  fhe 
ejKprefled  her  thoughts  in  the  moft  beautiful  and 
flowing  ftyle.      Though  flie  had,    even  from  her 

youth, 


Some  Accomt  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rawe.        131 

youth,  been  accuftomed  to  receive  the  dcferved  tri- 
butes of  compliment  and  praife,  from  fuch  judges  of 
worth,  as  might  have  made  feme  degree  of  vanity 
almoft  pardonable  in  a  lady  and  an  author ;  yet,  (he 
retained  all  the  humility  of  the  meaneft  and  mofl: 
obfcure  perfon. 

She  was  perfeftly  untainted  with  the  love  of  plea- 
fure;  and  was  even  ignorant  of  every  polite  and 
fafliionable  game.  She  had  no  relidi  for  novels  and 
romances,  and  entirely  abftained  from  the  entertain* 
mcnts  of  the  theatre.  The  grandeur  of  her  mind, 
fet  her  above  every  Ipecies  of  luxury.  She  was  al- 
ways pleafed  with  whatever  flbe  found  on  her  table ; 
and  neither  the  nature  of  her  food,  nor  the  manner 
of  dreiSing  it,  gave  her  any  uneafinefs.  She  defpifed 
vifits  of  ceremony,  and  had  a  contempt  of  riches, 
that  has  been  rarely  equalled.  She  wrote  no  dedi- 
cation to  great  perfons,  nor  is  the  name  of  any  mi- 
nifter  of  ftate  to  be  met  with  in  her  produdions. 
She  folicited  no  favours,  and  never  faw  a  court. 

Filial  piety  was  a  remarkable  part  of  her  charader. 
She  loved  the  bed  of  fathers,  as  Ihe  ought ;  and  has 
been  heard  to  fay,  that  (he  would  rather  die  than 
diTpleafe  him.  In  a  memorandum,  relating  to  his 
laft  (icknefs  and  death,  are  thefe  words  :  "  My 
father  often  felt  his  pulfe,  and  complained  that  it 
was  ftill  regular.  He  fmiled,  at  every  fymptom  of 
approaching  death  ;  and  would  be  often  crying  out. 
Come,  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly  !  Come,  ye  holy 
angels,  who  rejoice  at  the  converfion  of  a  (inner: 
come,  and  conduft  my  foul  to  the  ikies,  ye  propiti- 
ous fpirits !  And  then  would  add.  But  thy  time. 
Lord,  not  mine,  is  beft.  When  (hall  I  awake,  and 
be  fatisfieJ  with  thy  likenefs  ?''  The  anguiih  (he 
felt,  at  feeing  him  in  fo  much  pain,  gave  her,  during 
the  time  of  his  iilnefs,  a  kind  of  habitual  convuKion : 
a  diforder,  from  which  (he  was  wholly  free,  in  every 
.other  part  of  her  life.  Her  father  died,  April  18, 
1 7 19,  and  was  indulged  with  fome  delightful  preli- 
bations  of  heaven,  before  he  afcended  thither. 

She 
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She  was  a  gentle  and  kind  miftrefsto  her  de*- 
pendents ;  and  a  warm  and  generous  friend.  It  was 
obferved,  that  none  of  her  domeftics  ever  quitted  her 
fervice,  unlefs  they  married  off.  Nor  was  there  a 
friend  of  her's,  though  in  ever  fo  high  a  flation,  who 
did  not  experience  her  beneficent  difpofition,  in  pre- 
fents  of  books,  piftures,  or  fomething  elegant  and 
vahiable,  as  marks  of  her  eftecm. 

Her  charities  to  the  poor  were,  literally,  amazing. 
The  firft  time  (he  accepted  of  a  gratification  from  a 
bookfelier  for  any  of  her  works,  fhe  beftowed  the 
•whole  fum  on  a  family  in  dillrefs.  She  folemnly 
confecrated  half  of  her  yearly  income,  to  charitable 
ufes ;  and  employed  her  own  hands,  in  providing 
cloaths  for  the  neceffitous.  She  extended  her  li- 
beralities, not  to  the  poor  only,  but  alfo  to  the  far- 
ther relief  of  thofe  who  v/ere  raifed  above  abfolute 
want ;  and  would  frequently  obferye,  that  one  of 
the  gre^teft  temporal  benefits  we  can  render  to  our 
fellow-creatures,  is,  to  free  them  from  the  cares  and 
anxieties  which  attend  a  nari^ownefs  of  fortune.  In 
thefe  cafes,  (he  knew  how  to  heighten  every  favour, 
by  the  delicate  and  obliging  manner  in  which  (lie 
conferred  it.  She  ftudied  to  fpare  their  blu(hes, 
while  fhe  foftened  their  adverfity.  Thus,  when  one 
of  her  worldly  acquaintances  was  in  known  diftrefs, 
(he  contrived  to  lofe,  at  play,  a  fum  of  money,  fuffi- 
cient  to  anfwer  the  exigences  of  the  cafe ;  and  thia 
was,  probably,  the  only  time  (lie  ever  tbuched  a 
card  in  her  life. 

It  was  matter  of  wonder,  how  fo  moderate  an 
eftate,  as  (he  poffefled,  could  fupply  fuch  various 
and  extenfive  benefaftions;  and  her  own  fenfe  of 
this,  once,  broke  out  to  an  intimate  friend.  I  am 
furprized,  faid  (lie,  how  it  is  po(rible  my  eftate 
(hould  anfwer  all  thefe  things.  And  yet,  I  never 
want  money ! 

She  affefted  no  kind  of  fingularity,  or  appearance 
of  feverity ;  nor  ever  prefumed  to  cenfure  thofe, 

whole 
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whofe  piety  and  morals  were  lefs  exalted  than  her 
own.  Her  ferenity  and  chearfulnefs  of  temper  were 
fo  perpettial,  that  (except  on  the  lofs  of  >  her  father 
and  of  her  hufband,  and  when  (he  was  witnefs  to  any 
cafe  of  diftrefs  in  others)  her  whole  life  feemed  to  be 
a  conftant  calm ;  or,  rather,  an  uninterrupted  fun- 
(hine:  and  every  hour  of.it  fparklcd  with  good 
humour,  and  inoSeniive  gaiety. 

With  regard  to  her  religious  principles,  (he  was  a 
doftrinal  Calvinifl:  and  fhone'  an  eminent  trophy  of 
that  diftinguifhing  and  efficacious  ^ce,  which  ihe 
fo  richly  experienced,  and  which  difFufed  its  fanfti- 
fying  power  throughout  her  praftical  walk.  Agree- 
ably to  the  Icriptural  views  df  the  divine  fovereignty, 
we  find  her  thus  expreffing  herfelf,  to  him  whom  her 
foul  loved  :  **  Why  did  thy  watchful  providence  per- 
petually furround  me,  croffing  all  the  methods  I  took 
to  undo  myfelf?  Why  didft  thou  purfueme  with,  the 
offers  of  thy  favour,  when  I  fled  thee  with  fuch 
averfion;  and  had  fled  thee  forever,  if  thou  hadft 
not  compelled  me  to  return  ?  Why  waft  thou  found 
ofone  that  fought  thee  not?  Oh  why,  but  becaufe 
thou  wilt  be  merciful  to  whom  thou  wilt  be  mer- 
ciful?" [Devout Exerc.  Medit.  VIIL]— -Agairi:  "I 
lay,  a  wretched  flave,  pleafed  with  my  chains,  and 
fond  of  my  captivity;  till  love,  almighty  love,  ref- 
cued  me.  Bleft  effeft  of  unmerited  grace !  I  (hall 
ftand,  forever,  an  illuftrious  inftance  of  boundlefs 
mercy.  To  that  I  muft  entirely  afcribe  my  falva- 
tion  r  and,  through  all  the  ages  of  eternity,  I  will 
rehearfe  the  wonders  of  redeeming  love  j  and  tell  to 
liftening  angels,  what  it  has  done  for  my  foul.** 
[Ibid.] — "  Thy  kingdom  ruleth  over  all,  O  Lord; 
and  thou  doft  according  to  thy  will,  in  the  armies  of 
heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  I 
confefs  and  acknowledge  thy  providence.  The 
ways  of  man  are  not  at  his  own  difpofal,  but  all  his 
goings  are  ordered  by  thee."  [Ibid.  Med.  tV.] 

Vol.  IV.  (i8.)  K  The 
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The  holy  do&rine  of  final  perfeverance  wasr^^ 
through  the  application  of  it  to.  her  foul  by  the 
bleffed  fpirit,  the  comfort  and  rejoicing  of  her  heart. 
Hence  thofe  fine  paffiiges,  which  occur  in  Medit.  X. 
ct  the  above  work.  **  Shall  a  foul,  coniecrated  to 
thee»  fall  a  facrifite  to  hell?  ^all  the  temple. of  thy 
^rit  be  profaned,  and  the  lips,  that  have  fo  often, 
afcribed  dominion  and  glory  and  majefty  to  thee» 
be  defiled  with  infernal  blafphemy  and  the  execra- 
tions of  the  damned?  Shall  the  fparks.  of  divine  love 
be  extinguifhed,  and  immortal  enmity  fucceed  ?  And 
fhall  1,  who  wa$  once  bleft  with  thy  favour,  become 
the  objeft  of  thy  wrath  and  indignation  ?  It  is  all 
impoflible;  for  thou  art  not  as  man,  that  thou 
Ihouldeft  lie ;  nor  as  the  fon  of  man,  that  thou 
fliouldeft  repent.  Thou  art  engs^ed,  by  thy  owu 
tremendous  name,  for  my  fecurity.  Tranfportii^ 
afTurance  !  What  further  fecurity  can  I  alk  ?  What 
fecurity  can  I  wifli,  beyond  eternal  veracity?  The 
mountains  (hall  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed  : 
but  thy  kindnefs  fhall  not  depart,  nor  the  covenant 
of  thy  peace  be  broken/* 
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ARTATtEMPT 
taWARDS  A  CONCISE  CHARACTER. 

dPTHEtATE 

Rsv.  Mr.  whit  afield. 

I  DEEM  myfelf  happy,  la  having  an  opportunity 
of  thtiSf  publicly  avowing  the  inexprdEble  eftecm^ 
in  which  1  held  this  wonderful  man  j  and  the  affec- 
tionate, veneration,  which  t  muft  ever  retain,  for  the 
'toemory  of  one,  whofe  acquaintance  and  miniflry  * 
were  attended  with  the  moft  important  ffJiritual  be* 
nefit  to  me,  atrd  to  tens  of  thoulands  befide. 

It  will  not  be  fajring  too  much,  if  1  term  hini. 
The  apoftle  of  the  Englifh  empire :  in  point  of  2eat 
for  God^*  k  long  courfe  of  indeUtigable  and  inceflant 
labour^,  ilnparaileled  difintereflied^rs^  and  afix^nifh-^ 
ingjy  eiterifive  ufefulnefs. 

He  was  a  true  and  faithful  fon  of  the  Church  of 
England  j  and  invincibly  afTerted  her  doftrincs,  to 
the  h&i  and  that^  Bot  in  a  merely^  doctrinal,  way^ 
(thoiffih  he  was  a  moft  excellent  fyftematic  divine)* 
but  with  an  undion  of  power  from  God,  unequalled 
in  the  prefent  day .- 

He  would  nevef  feive  quitted  even  rhe  walls,  of 
the  Church,  had  not  either  the  ignorance,  or,  the 
toalevoience,  of  fome  who  ou^ht  to  have  known  bet- 
ter, compelled  him  to  a  feeming  reparation. 

if  the  moft  abfolute  command  over  the  paffipnsiof 

immenie  auditories,  be  the  mark,  of  a  cOkifummate 

.  orator,    he  was  the   greateft .  of  the  agjj.     If  the- 

ftrohgeft  good  fenfe,  the  mofi  generous  expanfioni 

of  l^arty  th$  moft  artlefs  but   ^ptivating  affsu 

K  2  .     \  .  bility, 
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bility,  the  moft  liberal  exemption  from  bigotry,  the 
pureft  and  moft  tranfpicuous  integrity,  the  brigheft 
cbearfulnefs,  and  the  prompteft  wit,  enter  into  the 
compbfition  -of  fodal  excellence,  he  was  one  of  the 
beft  companions  in  the  world. 

If  to  be  ftedfaft,  and  unmovable,  always  abounds 
Ing  in  the  works  of  the  Lord ;  if  an  union  of  the 
moft  briUiant,  with  the  moft  folid,  minifterial  gifts, 
ballafted  by  a  deep  and  humbling  experience  of 
grace,  and  crowned  with  the  moft  extended  fuccefs 
irvthevConverfion  of  Unners  «arid  the-  edification  of 
faints ;  be  fignatures  of  a  fpecial  commiffion  from 
heaven  :  Mr..  Whitefield  cannot  but  ftaad  higheft, 
on  the  modern  lift  of  Chriftian  minifters.  ^ 

England  has  had  the  honour  of  producing  the 
greateft  men,  in  almoft  every  lyalk  of  ufeful  know- 
ledge. At  the  head  of  thefe  are,  i.  archbifliop 
Bradwardin,  the  prince  of  divines.  2.  Milton^  the 
prince  of  poets.  3.  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  'the  prince 
of  philofophers ;  and  4.  Whitefield,  the  prince  of 
preachers. 

Bilhop  Benfon  was  the  prelate  who  had  the  diftin- 
guiflied  honour  of  ordaining  the  greateft,  the  moft 
eloquent,  and  the  moft  ufeful  minifter  that  has, 
perhaps,  beei^  produced  fince  the  days  of  the 
apoftles. 

It  appears,  from  a  paflage  in  one  of  Mr.  White- 
field^s  own  letters,  publilhed  fince  his  deceafe,  that 
he  was  the  perfon,  whom  the  gracious  fpirit  and 
providence  of  God  raifed  up  and  fent  forth,  to  be- 
gin that  great  work  of  fpiritual  revival  in  the  Church 
of  England,  which  has  continued,,  ever  fince,  and 
ftill  continues,  with  increafing  fpread,  to  replenifti 
and  enrich  the  evangelical  vineyard  by  law  eftablifti- 
^ed.  In  the  remarkable  paflage,  to  which  I  refer, 
Mr.  Whitefield  e^preiTes  himfelf,  verbatim,  thus^ 
to  Mr.  John-Wefley :'.  **  As  God  was  pleafed  to  fend 
me  out,  firft;  and  to  enlighten  me,  firft :  fo,  I 
think,  he  ftill  continues  to  do  it :  my  bufine{s 
'  feems 
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feeras  to  be,  chiefly,  in  planting.  If  God  fend 
you  to  water,  I  praife  his  name*."  On  the 
whole,  he  was  the  leaft  imperfect  charafter  I 
ever  knew;  and  yet,  no  perfbn  was  ever  more 
ihockingly  traduced  and  vilified,  by  thofe,  who 
either  were  unacquainted  with  him,  or  who  hated 
him  for  his  virttaes,  and  for  his  attachment  to  the 
gofpel  of  Chritt.  But  the  pen  of  faithftil '  hif- 
tory,  and  the  fufFrages  of  unprejudiced  pofterity-f, 

will 

•  Sec  the  Colleftion  of  Mr.  Whitcfield*8  Letters,  In  Arcevokmcs, 
cf^avo.     Vol.  L  lett.  214.  p.  205. 

+  Already  has  this  been  exemplified  by  the  teftimony  of  feveral 
eminent  perfons,  particularly  b^  the  inimitable  pen  of.Cowpcr,  Whnfe 
|)oetical  charad^eriftic  is  truth  and  tafte.  Tlie  following  lin6s  aie 
tranfcribed,  as  defcriptive  of  that  invaluable  man,  and  by  being  in- 
ferted  in  proximity  with  the  above,  it  is  picfumed  cannot  fail  of  be- 
ing intcfefting  to  the  reader.  £j>  i  t  oju 

*'  Leoconomus  {beneath  well-foanding  Greek » 

I  llur  a  name  a  poet  mud  not  fpeak) 

Stood  pilloried  on  infamy's  high  ilage, 

And  bore  the  pelting  fcorn  of  half  an  age; 

The  very  butt  of  /lander,  and  the  Mot 

For  ev'ry  dart  that  malice  ever  (hot. 

The  man  that  mentioned  him  at  once  difmifsM 

All  mercy  from  his  lips,  and  fneer'd  and  hifs'd  ; 

His  crimes  were  fuch  as  Sodom  never  knew, 

A<id  f)erjary  flood  up  to  fwear  all  true ; 

His  «im  was  mifdiief,  and  his  zeal  pretence, 

Hk  fpcech  rebellion  againft  common  fenfc :  - 

A  knave,  when  tried  on  honelly's  plain  rule* 

And  when  by  that  of  reafon,  si  mere  fool; 

Th'  world's  beft  coqifort  was,  his  doom  was  pa&'d; 

Die  when  he  might,  he  muft  be  damn'd  at  lalt. 

Now,  truth,  perform  thine  office  ;  waft  afide 

The  curtain  drawn  by  prejudice  and  pride; 

Reveal  (the  man  is  dead)  to  wond'ring  e^es 

lliis  more  |hao  xnondef 'in  his  proper  guife* 

He  lov'd  tbe  world  that  hated  him  :  the  tear 
That  dropped  upon  his  Bible  was  fincere  5 
Afl*aird  by  fcandal  and  the  tongue  of  ftrife| 
His  only  anfwer  was  a  blame lefs  life : 
And  he  that  forg'd,  and  he  that  threw,  the  darf« 
Had  each  a  brodier's  int'reft  in  his  heart  i 

K  3  Paul'! 
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will  do  jttftice  to  the  meihory-of  aman^  c^ 
^e  prefent  gencsaiton  wEis.nat  ^ivoFihy . 

Were  copied  cbfe  in  hiro^  aod  well  tranfcrib'd. 
'Heitfflow'd'P^l*-4iiszeal  a  jcindced  flame» 
His  atxAoiic  ibsifity  iiie  fftme. 
lUke  mm,  cnlfi^  cheerfiiHy  tempeftoom  fsai, 
#px£ddog' country^  fciodred»fdeiBis>  andea&i 
Like  bim  he  labonr'd,  and  Cke  him,  content, 
^ohenix^  'hJStt*ABi!mit^hafkx1ni  went, 

Blofii,  calumny  1  and  write^npoo  hb  tomb, 
^If  hoQcft  eology  jC9b  i]Mre  tbee  loom. 
Thy  deep  repentance  of  thy  thoafand  lies* 
Which*  axmVl  athim»  have  pierc'd  th*  offended  jkifi^f 
And  fty.  Wot  out  my  fin,  confefs'd  deplor'd, 
i\jgain&  diinejmage  in  thy Jaiot,  (A  Xtord  r* . 
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IT  appears,  from  a  little  account-bopk,  wherein 
that  great  man  •  of  God,  th.e  Rev.  Mr.  George 
Whiteifield,  minuted  the  times  and  places  of  his 
jpiinifterial  labours,  that  he  preached  upwards  of 
eighteen  thoufand  fermons,  from  th6  sera  of  his 
ordination,  to  that  of  his  death. 

Dr.  Grovenor's  firft  wife  was  a  moft  devout  and 
amiable  woman ;  the  Sunday  after  her  death,  the 
Doftor  expi'efled  himfelf  from  the  pulpit,  in  the 
following  manner:  "  I  have  had  an  irreparable  lofs, 
and  no  man  can  feel  a  lofs,  of  this  confequence, 
more  fenfibly  than  myfelf.  But  the  crofs  of  a  dying 
Jefus  is  my  fupport  ^  I  fly,  from  one  death,  for  re- 
fuge, to  another. 

Some  years  ago,  a  friend  of  a  clergyman  now 
living f,  faid  to  him,  "Sir!  you  have  juft  as  many 
children  as  the  patriarch  Jacob." — True,  anfwered 
the  good  old  diyiiie :  and  I  have  alfo  Jacob's  God 
to  provide  for  them* 

A  fpark  of  red  hot  iron  flew  into  a  gentleman's 
eye,  feveraleniinentfurgeons  tried  in  vain  to  extraft 
it ;  at  laft,  a  lady  or  the  patient's  acquaintance 
thought  of  holding  his  eye-lid  quite  open,  and  of 
extrafting  the  grievance,  h^  t^e  application  of  a 

load  ftone.     The  experiment  fucceeded. How 

fimilar  is  the-holy  fpirit's  virtue,  in  extradling  the 
love  of  fin  from  the  heart  of  a  faint. 

•  The  late  venerable  Mr.  Mofc«  Brown.  Editor. 

King 
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King  Charles  II.  once  faid  *to  that  great  man  Mr. 
John  Milton,  "  Do  not  you  think  your  bliudnefs  is 
a  judgment  upon  yoti,  for  having  written  in  defence 
of  my  fathcr*s  murder?" — Sir,  anfwered  the  poet,  it 
is  true,  I  have  loft  ihy  eyes ;  but,  if  all  calamitous 
providences  are  to  be  confidered  as  judgments,  your 
majcfty  fliould  remember  that  your  royal  fcither  loft 
his  head, 

That  fcxceltent  fffem  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Jofepli 
Harti  made  it  his  inviolable  rule,  not  to  let  an  Arian;, 
an  Arminian,  or  any  unfound  preacher,  occupy  his 
pulpit,  fo  much  as  once.  His  ufual  faying,  on  thofe 
occa{ions»  wis,  I  will  ]ceep  my  pulpit  n^  chafte  as 
my  bed. 

Monfieur  At  Voltaire  forgets  all  his  infidelity,  on 
two  occafions ;  viz.  wh^n  he  is  Cck,  and  when  it 
thunders  and  lightens.  He  is  fo  particularly  afraid 
of  ftormy  weather,  that,  if  he  happens  to  be  writing 
when  the  "  clouds  pour  down  their  torrents,  the  air 
-thunders,  and  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty  flafti 
abroad,"  he  will  call  out,  in  in  agony^  of  horror,  for 
a  bottle  of  holy  water,  and  fprinkle  himfelf  with  it 
from  head  to  foot,  and  plentifully  bedew  the  floors 
and  u^Us  of  his  apartments  into  the  bargain.  Im- 
mediately after  which  pi^ecaution,  he  order?  mafs  to 
be  faid  in  his  chapel ;  ind  the  mafles  go  on  brifkly, 
,one  after  another,  until  the, thunder  and  lightening 
.ceafe.  But  no  fooner  is  the  tempell  huflied,  than  ^ 
dear  iky  and  placid  elements  fettle  him  into  4  laugh- 
ing Infidel  aeain;  and,  refuming  his  pen,  he  writes 
tigainft  Chriftianity  with  as  much  acrimony,  2eal, 
and  want  of  argument,  as  ever. — This  behaviour  re- 
minds me  of  an  old  proverb  : 

**  When  the  devil  was  fick. 
The  devil  a  monk  would  be.; 
But,  when  the  devil  grew  well, 
The  devil  a  monk  was  he.'* 

A£hort 
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A  Aort  time  before  the  demife  of  queen  Anne, 
,as  bifliop  Burqp t  was  nding  flowly  in  his  coach, 
iround  that  part'  of  Smithfield,  from  whence  fo  many- 
defied  martyrs  afcended  to "  heaven,  he  obferved  a 
gentbman^  ftanding  on  the  diidinguifhed  fpot,  in  a 
mufiflgyjpenfiw  attitude,  and,  feemingly,  quite  ab- 
ibrbed  in  thought.  His  lordfhip  ordered  the  car- 
riage to  ftop,  and  fent  his  fervant  to  the  perfon,  witli 
a  reoueft  that  he  would  come  to  his  coach  fide.  He 
jdid  10,  and  proved  t;Q  be  Dr.  Evans,  a  very  eminent 
>idiffcnting  minifter,  of  whom  the  biftiop  had  fomc- 
knowledge;  ^-Brother  Evans'^  faid  the  prelate,  "give 
ine  your  haiid,  ^nd  come  \ip  hitter,  I  want  to  aflc  you 
a  queftiou/^  The  doftor  being  feared,  and  the  coach- 
man ordered  to  continue  driving  round,  as  before, 
«the  bijBiop  afked  the  do6lor,  ^*  what  it  was  that  di- 
fefted  his  fteps  to  Smithfield?  And  what  he  was 
.thinking  of,  while  ftanding  there  ?*'—*<  1  was  think- 
ing,*^ anfwered  the  other,  *'  of  the  many  fervant s  of 
Chrift,  who  fealed  the  truth  of  their  lives,^in  thi^ 
place, '  I  came  purpofely,  to  feaft  my  eyes,  once 
mone,  with  a  view  of  that  precious  fpot  of  ground. 
And  as  public  matters  have,  at  prefent,  a  very 
threatening  afped,  I  wa;s  examining  myfeif,  whether 
I  had  grace  and  ftrength  enough,  to  fufFer  for  the 
gofpel,  if  I  (hould  be  called  to  it>  and  was  praying  to 
God,  that  he  wbuld  make  me  faithful  even  to  death, 
if  it  fliould  be  his  pleafure  tolet  the  old  times  come 
•over  again." — "  I  aiyfelf  came  hither,'*  replied  the 
prelate,  "  on  the  fame  bufinefs  ;  I  am  perfuaded, 
that,  if  God's  providence  do  not  interpofe,  very 
fpeedily,  and  almoft  miraculoufiy,  thefe  times  will, 
^and  muftjftortly  return.  In  which  cafe,  you  and 
I  (hall  probably  be  two  of  the  iirft  viftims  that  are 
io  fufFer  death  at  that  place,"  pointing  to  the  paved 
.centre. 

'  But  it  pleafed  God  to  difappoint  their  fears,  by 
giving.a  fudden  turn  to  national  aflfairs  ;  within  a  few 
i      ^  ■    "ueefes 
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weeks  queen  Anne  was  gathered  to  her  fathers,  and 
king  George  I.  was  proclaimed. 

King  William  being  once  advifed  to  take  more 
care  of  his  fafety,  and  not  to  hazard  his  perfon  too 
much  in  the  field  of  battle,  anfvvered,  ***  Every  bul- 
let has  its  billet ;  meaning,  that  not  a  bullet  flew  at 
random,  but  was  directed,  by  a  particular  provi- 
d^ce,  whom  to  injure,  and  whom  to  fpare.  So  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel  is  equally  under  divine  di- 
reftion.  God's  ipirit  takes  care  that  the  word  of 
truth  (hall  be  a  favour  of  life  unto  life,  to  this  man ; 
and  a  favour  of  death  unto  death,  to  that. 

An  ingenious  foreigner  was,  this  week,  obferving 
to  me,  That,  "  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  in 
which  he  had  been,  the  Englifh  were  the  moft  afraid 
of  death/'  I  fear,  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  the  Engliflji 
have  lefs  rejiigion  than  other  nations. 

Archbilhop  Potter  wrote  a  letter  to  lady  Huntings 
don,  to  this  effeft  :  and,  as  nearly  as  flie  can  remem- 
ber (for  flic  repeated  it  to  me  by  memory),  in  thef^ 
terms  r 

"  Dear  Madam, 
"  I  have  been  very  ill,  fince   I  Jaft  faw  you.     I 
hope  foon  to  hear,  from  you,  that  your  health  is ' 
better  for  your  being  at  Bath.     Continue  to  pray  for 
me,  until  we  meet  in  that  place,^  where  our  joy  (hall 
be  complete.     I  am,  as  ever. 

Your  affeftionate  Friend, 

John  Cantr 
After  the  good  prelate  had  written  the  above  letter, 
he  was  walking  with  it  to  his  fcrutore,  and  fas  his 
fon,  Mr.  Potter,  acquainted  lady  Huntingdon), 
being  feized  with  a  fudden  fyncope,  dropped  upon 
the  floor,  and  expired  with  the  letter  ia  his  hand. 

A  very 
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A  very  remarkable  circumflance  is  related,  con- 
cerning Monfieur  Huet,  the  learned  biftiop  of 
Avranches.  During  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  his 
genius  and  memory  gradually  foiled  :  but,  two  or 
three  hours  before  his  death,  being  then  in  the 
ninety-firft  year  of  his  age,  his  genius  revived,  his 
memory  returned,  and  he  enjoyed  all  his  intelledual 
faculties  in  their  original  vigour. — So,  with  the  peo* 
pie  of  God,  faith,  hope,  love,  joy,  and  other  gra- 
cious fruits  of  the  fpirit,  may  feem  to  decline  :  but, 
before  a  faint  expires,  they  all  flourifli  again,  in  as 
great  or  greater  livelinefs  than  ever.  God  does  not 
take  away  his  children,  until  he  has  given  them  a 
lightening  before  death. 

Thales,  the  Miletian,  one  of  the  feven  Sages  of 
Greece,  while  he  refided  in  Egypt,  meafured  the 
exadt  height  of  the  pyramids  there,  by  the  (hadows 
they  caft. — So,  one  way  of  attaining  to  the  know- 
ledge of  doftrinal  truths,  is,  by  confidering  the  con- 
fequences  of  the  oppofite  errors. 

Some  gentlemen  and  ladies  were,  a  Sunday  or  two 
ago,  refufed  admittance  into  the  Magdalen  Chapel, 
though  they  fhewed  their  tickets.  On  afking  the 
door-keeper,  "  Why  he  objefted  to  their  going  in?" 
he  anfwered,  that  he  had  orders  to  admit  no  perfons, 
but  fuch  as  were  in  full  drefs. — Surely,  this  is  a 
very  ridiculous  regulation. 

Therie  is,  however,  a  church,  where  this  regulation 
is  indifpenfable,  and  moft  ftriftly  right.  I  mean, 
the  Church  above.  No  admittance  there,  for  any 
fouls  thatare  not  in  full  drefs.  You  muft  put  on 
Chrift  for  your  wedding  garment,  and  wear  his  re- 
fplonded  righteoufncfs,  by  imputation ;  if  ever  you 
mean  to  fliine  at  God's  fight-hand,  and  to  have  a 
feat  in  the  Church  triumphant,  , 

The 
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The  late  king  of  Sweden  was,  it  fecms,  iindef 
great  impreffions  of  fpiiitual  reli^on,  for  ibme  time' 
before  his  death.  A  peafant  being  once,  on  a  par- 
ticular occafion,  admitted  to  his  prefence,  the  kingi* 
knowing  him  to  be  a  perfon  of  fingular  piety,  a&ed 
him,  **  what  he  took  to  be  the  true  nature  of  faith  ?" 
The  peafant  entered  deeply  into  the  fubjeft,  and 
much  to  the  king's  comfort  and  fatisfa^tion.— Tlie 
king,  at  laft,  lying  on  his  death-bed,  had  a  return 
of  his  doubts  and  fears,  as  to  the  fafety  of  his  foulj 
and  ftiU  the  fame  queftion  was  perpetually  in  his 
mouth,  to  thofe  about  him,  **  What  is  real  faith  ?*' 
His  attendants  advifed  him  to  fend  for  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Upfall :  who,  coming  to  the  king's  bed- 
fide,  began,  in  a  learned,  logical  manner,  to  enter 
into  the  fcholaftic  definition  of  faith.  The  prelate's 
difquifition  lafted  an  hour.  When  he  had  done, 
the  king  faici,  with  much  energy,  "  All  this  is  in- 
genious; but  not  comfortable:  it  is  uot  what  I 
want.  Nothing,  after  all,  but  the  farmer's  feitb 
will  do  for  me." 

Told  me  by  Mrs.  Gallatin,  Od:.-  1769. 

I  had  the  following  anecdote  from  the  late  worthy 
Mr.  Davis  of  Hatton  Garden,  London ;  whofe  fa-*' 
ther  had  it  from  one  who  lived  during  the  plague^ 
and  who  was  well  acquainted  with  th^  nobleman  to 
whom  ijt  refers. 

Lord  Craven  lived  in  London,  wheii  that  fad  ca- 
lamity raged.  His  houfe  was  in  that  part  of  the 
town,  fince  called  (from  the  circumftance.  of  Cravejgfc 
Houfe  being  fituated  there)  Craven  Buildings^  On 
the  plague  growing  epidemic,  his  lordihip,  to  avoi4 
the  danger,  refblved  to  go  to  his  feat  in  the  countryv 
His  coach  and  fix  w^re  accordingly  at  tlie  duo'r,  his* 
baggage  put  up,  and  all  things  in  readinefs  for  the 
journey.  As  he  was  walking  through  the  hall,,  with 
bis  hat  on,  his  cane  under  his  arm,  andp^tingon 

his 
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hi$  gloves,  in  order  to  flep  iato  his  carriage,  he 
overheard  bis  negro  (whp  fervcd  him  as  a  poftiliion) 
faying  to  another  fervant,  *'  I  fuppofc,  by  my  lo«i*s 
quitting  London  to  avoid  the  plagiie,  that;  his  God 
Uves  in  the  country,  and  not  in  town."  The  poor 
negro  faid  this,  in,  the  fimplicity  of  his  heart,  as 
really  believing  a  plurality  of  gods.  The  fpe^ech, 
however,  ftruck  l9rd  Craven  very  fenfibly ;  and  made 
him  paufe.  "  My  God,"  thought  he,  *'  lives  every 
wh6rc,  and  can  preferve  me  in  town,  as  well  as  in 
the  country.  I'll  even  ftay  where  I  am.  The  ig- 
norance of  that  negro  has  preached  an  ufefiil  fermon 
to  me*  Lord,  pardon  that  unbelief,  and  that  diftruft 
of  thy  jMTOvidence,  which  made  me  think  of  running 
away  from  thy  hand."  He  immediately  ordered  his 
horfes  to  be  taken  off  from  the  coach,  and  the  lug- 
gage to  be  brought  in.  He  continued  at  London  ; 
was  remarkably  ufeful  among  his  lick  neighbours  j 
and  never  caught  the  infeftion. 

1  likewife  think  it  worth  preferving,  that  (as  the 
fame  perfon  affured  my  friend  Davis's  father),  the 
out-pouring  of  God's  fpirit  was  uncommonly  greats 
during  the  whole  tinie  fif  the  plague.  Such  fpirituaj 
,  confolations,  and  fuch  rich  communion  with  God, 
were  feldom  experienced,  as  were  felt  and  enjoyed 
by  the  Lord's  people,  from  the  firft  commencement 
to  the  final  ceflatioh  of  that  tremendous  vifitation. 
So  that  the  time  of  deftrudVibn  was,  in  another  re- 
foeft,  a  time  of  peculiar  and  moft  trjlnfcendent  re- 
frefliing  to  the  Church  of  Chrift. 

A  very  poor,  but  a  very  good  woman,  who 
died  in  Yorkfliire,  not  far  from  Ledftone,  the  fer^t- 
of  the  excellent  lady  Betty  Haftings,  faid,  a  little 
.  before  (he  expired,  **  I  will  hot  die  without  leaving 
dear  lady  Haftings  a  legacy ;  and  I  bequeath  her 
the  i^th  chapter  of  St.  John  :  with  my  prayers,  that 
that  iweet  chapter  may  be  made  as  great  a  bleffing 
to  her  heart,  as  it  has  been  to  mine." 

This 
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The  preceding  anecdote  was  told  me,  by  thef 
countefs  of  Huntingdon,  at  Clifton,  this  day, 
Auguft  12,   1775. 

One  Mr.  Simon  Brown,  an  eminent  diffenting 
minifter,  who  lived  about  forty  years  ago  in  London, 
became,  at  one  time,  fo  low  fpirited,  as  aftually  to 
believe  that  his  foul  was  annihilated,  and  that  he 
had  no  more  foul  than  a  flock  or  a  ftone.  And  yet 
>he  wrote,  and  preached,  and  prayed,  and  reafohed, 
with  fo  much  power,  livelinefs,  and  good  fenfe,  that 
be  was  more  like  a  man  with  two  fouls,  than  like  a 
man  with  none.  Some  of  the  Lord's  people,  who 
are  difpofed  to  queftion  the  truth  of  their  conver- 
fion,  live  fo  confcientioufly,  feel  their  imperfeftioiis 
fo  deeply,  prize  Chrift  fo  highly,  and  long  for  his 
prefence  fo  ardently,  that  they  demonftrate  thcm- 
felves  to  be  converted  perfons  :  juft  as  Mr.  Brown, 
who  perfuaded  himfelf  that  he  had  no  foul,  proved 
that  he  had  one,  by  the  very  arguments  which  he 
brought  againft  it. 

Cyrus  faid  to  Crdefus,  "  The  chefts  I  keep  my 

:  riches  in,  are  the  hearts  and  afFedions  of  my  fub- 

■  jedts."     The  hearts  of  the  faints  are  the  repofitories 

in  which  God  lays  up  the  riches  of  his  grace.     His 

bell  tifeafure  is  in  the  fouls  of  his  people ;  for  there 

himfelf  refides. 

Sir  James  Thornhill  was  the  perfon  who  painted 
the  infide  of  thq  cupola  of  St.  Paul's,  London.  Af- 
ter having  finiflied  one  of  the  compartments,  he 
flepped  back,  gradually,  to  fee  how  it  would  look 
at  a  diftance. '  He  receded  fo  far  (ftill  keeping  his 
eye  intently  fiied  on  the  painting)  that  he  was  got 
almoft  to  the  very  edge  of  ^he  fcafFolding,  without 
perceiving  it :  bad  he  continued  to  retreat,  half  a 
rninute  more  would  have  compleated  his  deftruc- 
tion ;  and  he  muft  have  faUen  to  the  pavement  un- 
derneath. 
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derneath.  A  perfon  prefent,  who  faw  the  danger 
the  great  artifl  was  in,  had  the  happy  prefence  of 
mind  to  fuddcfnly  fnatch  up  one  of  the  brulhes,  and 
fpoil  the  painting,  by  rtibbing  it  over.  Sir  James, 
tranfported  with  rage,  Iprung  forward,  to  fave  the 
remainder  of  the  piece*!  But  his  rage  was  foon  turn- 
ed into  thanks,  when  the  perfon  told  him,  "Sir,  by 
fpoiling  the  painting,  I  have  favcd  the  life  of  the 
painter.  You  was^  advanced  to  the  extremity  of  the 
fcaffbld,  without  knowing  it.  Had  I  called  out  to 
you,  to  apprize  you  of  your  danger,  you  would  na- 
turally have  turned  to  look  behind  you ;  and  the 
furprize,  of  finding  yourfelf  in  fuch  a  dreadful  fitua- 
tion,  would  have  made  you  fall  indeed.  I  hadj 
therefore,  no  other  method  of  retrieving  you,  but  by 
adting  as  I  did." 

Similar,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  is  the  method  of  God's 
dealing  with  his  people.  We  are  all,  naturally,  fond 
of  our  own  legal  performances.  We  admire  thenx 
to  our  ruin,  unlefs  the  Holy  Spirit  retrieve  us  from 
our  folly.  This  he  does,  by  marring  (as  it  were) 
our  beft  works ;  i.  e.  by  fliewipg  us  their  infufficiency 
to  juftify  us  before  God.  When  we  are  truly  taught 
of  him,  we  thank  him  for  his  grace,  inftead  of  be- 
ing angry  at  having  our  idols  defaced.  The  only 
way,  by  which  we  are  faved  from  everlafting  deftruc- 
tion,  is,  by  being  made  to  fee,  that  "  by  the  deeds 
of  the  law  no  flefh  living  Ihall  be  juftified.'* 

While  Dr.  Doddridge  was  at  Bath,  in  his  way  to 
Falmouth  (from  which  latter  place  he. was  to  em- 
bark, and  did  embark  for  Lifbon),  lady  Hunting- 
don's houfe  at  Bath  was  his  home.  In  the  morning 
of  the  day  on  which  he^  fat  out  from  thence  iot  Fal- 
mouth, lady  Huntingdon  came  into  his  room  and 
found  him  weeping  over  that  paffage  in  the  prophet 
Daniel  (chap.  x.  11,12),  O  Daniel,  a  man  greatly 
beloved,  &c.  "  You  are  in  tears,  fir,"  faid  lady  H. 
"  I  am  weeping,  madam,"  anfivered  the  good  do(flor. 

Vol.  IV.  (18.)  h  ''but 
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•*  but  they  arc  tears  of  comfort  and  of  joy.  I  cztt 
give  up  my  country,  my  relations,  and  friends,  into 
the  hand  of  God.  And,  as  to  myfelf,  I  can  as  well 
go  to  heaven  from  Lilbon,  is  from  my  own  ftudy  at 
Northampton.'* 

Told  me,  by  tady  Huntingdon,  at  Clifton,  this 
day,Auguft  19,  1775. 

She  alfo  fald,  that  Dr.  W n  (the  prefent 

bifliop  of  Gloucefter)  came  to  fee  her  the  eVening 
before  the  day  above-mentioned.  Dr.  Doddridge, 
and  Dr,  Oliver  (the  phyfician),  and  Dr.  Hartley^ 
(author  of  the  Obfervations  on  Man),  were  in  the 

room  at  the  time.     W n,  who  never  knew 

any  thing  of  politcnefs  or  refined  behaviour,  ran  out 
very  furioufly  againft  what  he  called  enthufiafm  ;: 
and  obferved,  however,,  that  **  all  enthufiafts  were 
honeft,  though  extremely  warm  and  extravagant  in 
their  zeal."  Shortly  after,  Oliver  Cromwell's  name 
came  on  the  carpet ;  and  W  — n  termed  him 
"  the  greateft  enthufiaft  and  the  greateft  rogue  that 
ever  exifted."  Lady  Huntingdon  pointed  out  the 
inconfiftency  of  fiich  a  remark,  from  the  gentlemaa 
who  had  faid,  juft  before,  "  enthufiafm  and  honefty 
always  went  together :"  but  W n  (who,  I  be- 
lieve, was  never  known  either  to  blufb,  to  retradt,  or 
to  apologize)  brazened  it  out  very  lamely. 

King  Richard  I.  in  one  of  his  battles  with  the 
French,  took  Philip  de  Dreux,  bilhop  of  Beauvais, 
prifoner.  The  pope  interceded  for  his  liberty,  in  a 
letter,  wherein  he  ftyled  the  fighting  prelate,  "  his 
dearly  beloved  fon."  The  king,  by  way  of  anfwer, 
fent  the  biftiop's  fuit  of  armour,  ftained  with  blood 
and  covered  with  duft,  to  the  pope,  and  aflced  him, 
"  Whether  he  knew  his  fon's  coat  or  no  ?*'  The 
pope  was  afliamed  at  the  fight,  and  left  the  bifliop 
to  Richard^s  mercy. — We  call  ourfelves  Chriftians. 
Are  our  converfation-garments  fuch  as  may  be  ex- 
pelled from  the  children  of  God  ? 

Broad 
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Broad  Hembury,  Sunday,  Nov.  11,  1770.— I  told 
my  people,  from  the  pulpit,  that,  ^s  I  was  walking 
to  church  this  morning,  J  could  not  help  obferving, 
how  different  the  trees  looked  to-day,  from  what 
they  did  this  day  fe'nnight.  They  were,  then, 
covered  with  almoft  an  infinity  of  leaves  :  they  are, 
now,  half-ftript,  and  their  verdant  ornaments  lie 
confuming  on  the  ground.  Juft  fuch  an  alteration 
does  death  make  in  a  country,  a  parifti,  or  a  family. 
Providence  fhakes  the  tree,  and  down  fall  the  humarf 
leaves.  But  though  the  leaf  drops,  the  tree  remains  j 
though  the  body  dies,  the  foul  furvives. 

King  William  Rufus,  being  once  about  to  em*' 
bark  for  France,  in  a  ftorm,  the  mariners  advifed 
him  not  to  endanger  his  perfon,  but  poftpone  his 
voyage  until  the  tempeft  was  over.  But  his  anfwer 
was,  "  Pufli  off,  pu(h  off;  for  I  never  yet  heard  of  a 
king  that  was  drowned,.'*  And,  if  we  never  yet 
heard  of  a  king  that  was  drowned,  I  am  fure  we  fhaU' 
never  hear  of  a  faint  that  was  damned. 

I  have  been  told,  that,  when  our  princes  touched 
people  for  the  evil,  the  form  of  words,  pronounced 
at  the  time,  was,  "  I  touch,  but  it  is  God  that 
heals.*'  The  fame  may  be  faid  concerning  minifters, 
ordinances,  providences,  &c.  they  touch  and  afFeft 
our  outward  fenfes,  but  it  is  Qod  alone  who  by  his 
eifedtual  grac^  heals  the  foul. 

Dr.  D 's  befctting  fin  feems  to  have  beert 

an  excefs  and  laxnefs  of  complaifance.  Being  to 
preach,  one  Sunday,  at  a  country  town,  where  were 
two  different  meetings,  the  one  Calviniftic,  the  other 
Arminian  5  the  dodor  provided  himfelf  with  two 
|ermons,  as  oppofite  in  their  plan,  as  were  the  con- 
gregations he  was  to  preach  to.  When  arrived  at 
the  place,  he  mounted  the  Calvinift  pulpit  in  the 
morning.  He  gave  out  his  text,  and  began  his 
L  %  diic9urfei 
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difcoyrfe  ;  but  had  not  got  far,  before  he  perceived 
he  had  pulled  out  the  wrong  fermon.  He  could  not, 
however,  recede,  but  went  through  with  it :  with 
much  uneafinefs  to  bimfelf,  and  to  the  great  diffatif- 
faftion  of  his  auditory.  Having  but  two  fermons 
with  him,  and  knowing  that  many  of  his  morning 
hearers  would  follow  him  to  the  other  meeting  in 
the  afternoon,  he  was  under  the  neceffity  of  preach- 
ing his  Calviniftic  difcourfe  to  the  Arminian  fyna- 
gogue :  where  he  gave  as  much  difcontent,  as  he 
had  done  to  the  others  before.  .The  dodor,  la- 
menting his  miftake,  (hortly  after,  to  an  intimate 
friend,  received  this  mortifying  anfwer :  "  Never 
mind  it,  fir ;  you  only  happened  to  put  your  hand 
into  the  wrong  pocket/* 

Such  are  the  fruits  of  men-fearing  and  men- 
pleafing.  Told  me,  fome  time  ago,  by  Capt.Clunie. 

The  late  earl  of  Portfmouth  told  my  uncle,  Fran. 
Toplady,  as  they  were  one  day  walking  in.  a  park  of 
his  lordfhip's,  which  commanded  a  view  of  the 
parifh  church ;  that  he  [the  earl]  had  aiked  leave 
of  the  churchwardens  to  plaifter  and  white-wafli  the 
church  all  over,  at  his  own  expence ;  to  which  the 
anfwer  he  received  was,  "  That  they  would  give  Ws 
lordfhip  leave  to  repair  and  beautify  the  church, 
upon  condition  of  his  prefenting  it  with  a  new  ring 
of  bells.**  As  if  his  conferring  one  favour  on  the 
parilh,  could  lay  him  under  an  obligation  to  confer 
more  ! 

In  this  very  manner  do  pharifees  and  merit-mon- 
gers treat  the  Creator  himfelf.  Told  me,  by  my 
uncle,  Francis  Toplady,  May  19,  1770. 

We  have  had  praying  kings  in  England  :  fuch  as 
Alfred,  Edwaid  III.  Henry  V.  Edward  VI.  and 
king  William  III.  Chrift  himfelf  is  a  praying  king  5 
who  ever  lives  to  make  interceflion  for  his  people. 
He  prays  for  his  fubjefts,  that  they  may  be  glorified 

.    eternally; 
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eternally  ;  and  he  prays  for  his  eleft  rebels  (thofe  of 
his  myftic  body,  who  are  yet  unconverted^  that  they 
may  be  called  e£feftually« 

Edward  VL  (at  a  time  when  fir  John  Cheek,  on^. 
of  his  tutors,  was  lick)  afking,  one  morning,  '*  how 
his  tutor  did  ?'*  was  anfwered,  that,  "  He  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  near  death ;  and  had  been  abfolutely 
given  over  by  his  phyficians,"  *•  No,"  replied  the 
king,'  "  he  will  not  die,  this  time  5  for  I  have  been 
wreftling  for  him,  to-day,  with  God,  in  prayer,  and  I 
have  had  an  anfwer  of  peace :  I  know  he  will  recover.** 
And  the  event  correfponded.  Chrift  alfo  prays  for 
the  fpiritual  and  eternal  life  of  his  people  ;  nor  prays 
only,  but  prevails, 

June  19,  1774.  As  my  uncle  Francis  Toplady 
and  I  was  walking  near  the  Lock,  he  was  admiring 
the  elegant  row  of  houfes,  lately  built  oppofite  the 
garden-wall  of  the  Queen's  palace  :  "  What  a  fine 
feries  of  building  is  this,  to  rife  out  of  what  was 
lately  a  dirty  brick-field  !" — I  could  not  help  ob- 
ferving,  how  infinitely  greater  is  the  blefled  difference 
which  God^s  fpirit  occafions,  by  his  regenerating 
power,  in  the  fouls  of  them  that  are  born  of  him ! 

When  Philip  of  Macedon  befieged  Methone,  an 
archer  (whofc  name  was  After,  and  who  affifted  in 
defending  the  town)  took  his  ftand  on  one  of  the  tur- 
rets ;  and,  being  a  very  exaft  markfitian,  wrote  upon 
an  arrow,  "  To  Philip's  right  eye."  He  fhot  the 
arrow,  and  it  deprived  Philip  of  the  eye  it  was 
meant  to  deftroy.  Did  an  ancient  warrior  take  his 
aim  with  fuch  certainty,  or  fliall  a  modern  American 
rifle-man  hardly  ever  mifs  his  mark  ;  and  the  fpirit 
of  God  fall  (hort  of  his  defign,  and  try  in  vain  to 
pierce  a  finner*s  heart  with  the  arrow  of  faving 
grace?  Impoffible. 

L  3  A  young 
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A  youfig  man  was  recommended  to  Diogenes  for 
a  pupil  i  and  his  friends,  thinking  to  give  Diogenes 
a  good  impreffion  concerning  his  intended  difciple» 
were  very  lavidi  in  his  praifes.  "  Is  it  fo  ?"  anfwer- 
ed  the  old  philofopher :  "  If  the  youth  is  fo  well  ac- 
compiiQied  to  my  hands,  and  his  good  qualities  are 
already  fo  numerous,  he  has  tio  need  of  my  tuition. 
Even  keep  him  to  yourfelves.'*  As  little  are  felf- 
righteous  people  fit  for  Chrift. 

Wife,  learned,  and  magnanimous,  as  the  ancient 
Romans  were,  they  ftill  had  a  foolifti  cuftom,  when 
the  moon  was  cclipfed,  of  rattling  and  making  a 
noife  with  brafs  veffels,  in  order  that  the  found 
might  bring  the  moon  to  herfelf  again  2  and  in  hopes 
of  making  her  ftiine,  they  lighted  up  torches,  and 
threw  firebrand^  into  the  air.  Juft  as  much  efficacy 
have  human  reafon,  and  hitman  works,  to  difcover 
the  way  of  falvation,  and  reconcile  loft  man  to  the 
favour  of  God, 

King  Philip,  of  Spain,  calling  queen  Elizabeth's 
ambaflador  to  him,  pulled  a  fmall  map  of  the 
world  out  of  his  pocket ;  and  covering  the  fpot,  de- 
figned  to  reprefent  England,  with  his  little  finger, 
jeeringly  afked  the  ambaffador,  "  where  was  Eng- 
land ?"  On  comparing  the  pomp  of  the  prefent  world/ 
with  the  glory  that  lliall  be  revealed ;  we  may  juftly 
aik,  «*  Where  and  what  is  the  prefent  life,  when 
fet  in  competitiqn  with  the  blifs  tlxat  flows  at  God's 
right-hand?" 

Xenocrates  of  Qhalcedon,  while  pypll  to  Plato, 
was  often  reproached,  by  his  mafter,  for  his  want 
of  politenefs  and  good-nature.  Some  of  Xenocrates's 
pretended  friends  endeavoured  to  prejudice  him 
s^ainft  Plato,  for  makingfo  free  with  him.  "  Hold 
your  tongues,"  anfwered  Xenocrates;  "I  neither 
Ipyc  nor  refpeft  Plato  the  left,  for  ufing  me  thus  : 

hQ 
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he  does  it  for  my  good/*  O  affli<9:ed  Chriftian,  re- 
member thist  and  know,  that  God  troubles  thee 
for  thy  good« 

At  Worcefter,  there  was  (and,  perhaps,  ftill  is) 
an  idiot,  who  was  employed,  at  the  cathedral  there, 
in  blowing  the  organ.  A  remarkable  fine  anthem 
being  performed  one  day,  the  organ-blower,  when 
all  was  over,  faid,  ^'  I  think  we  have  performed 
mighty  well  to-day/*  "  We  performed  ?"  anfwered 
the  organift ;  "  I  think  it  was  I  performed  5  or  I  am 
much  miftaken."  Shortly  after,  another  celebrated  • 
piece  of  mufic  was  to  be  played.  In  the  middle  of 
the  anthem,  the  organ  Hops,  all  at  once.  The  or- 
ganift cries  out,  in  a  paffion,  "  Why  do  not  you 
blow?"  The  fellow,  on  that,  pops  out  his  head 
from  behind  the  organ,  and  faid,  "  Shall  it  be  we 
then?" 

What  are  all  our  pretenfions  to  free-will,  fpiritual 
ftrength,  and  felt-righteoufnefs ;  but  the  pride  of 
our  hearts,  reahzing  the  idiot's  queftion,  "  Shall  it 
be  we?" 

When  Matthew  Prior  was  fecretary  to  king  Wil- 
liam's ambaflador  in  France,'  A.  D.  1698,  he  was 
(hewn,  by  theiofficer  of  the  French  king's  houfliold 
at  Verfailles,  the  viftories  of  Louis  XIV.  painted  by 
Le  Brun  ;  and,  being  aiked,  whether  the  adions  of 
king  William  were  likewife  to  be  feen  in  his  palace? 
Prior  anfwered,  "No  :  the  monuments  of  my  maf- 
ter's  aftions  are  to  be  fee^i  every  where  but  in  his 
own  houfe." 

So  the  good  works  of  a  true  believer  (hine  eveiy 
where,  except  in  his  own  eftcem. 

It  was  remarked,  concerning  the  prefent  fir  Peter 
Warren  (who,  in  the  war  before  the  laft,  had  only 
the  command  of  a  twenty-gun  fhip),  that  he  did- 
more  execution  on  the  Spaniards    (who   tl)ereforc 

L  4  nick-named 
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nick-named  hk  (hip,  the  Infernal),  and  that  he 
took  more  prizes,  than  any  captain  of  a  firft-rate 
man  of  war.  So  minifters,  of  the  feweft  gifts,  are 
fometimes  more  eminently  owned  of  God,  to  the 
converfion  of  fouls,  than  thofe  of  the  brighteft  abili- 
ties and  highlit  attftinn^ent;. 

A  good  woman  (Mrs.  Eagle)  was  faying  to  me, 
to-day  (at  London,  Sept.  14,  1775),  that  (he  never 
defired  to  be  in  a  fweeter  frame  than  Mary  Ms^da- 
len  was,  when  (h^  waflied  our  Saviour's  feet  with 
tears.  I  anfwer^d,  th^t  Mary  Magdalen  had  two 
frames  -,  her  weeping  frame,  when  fhe  bedewed  the 
feet  of  Chrift  ;  and  a  rejoicing  frame,  when  he  faid  to 
her  "Goin peace."  Sooner  or  later,  all  God's  people 
know  what  both  thefe  frames  mean. 

Charles  the  Xllth's  firft  exploit  was  the  fiege  of 
Copenhagen.  Hp  had  never,  till  then,  heard  the 
report  of  muikets  loaden  with  ball ;  which  were 
now  firing  on  him  from  the  fortifications.  Afking 
a  gentleman,  who  flood  near  him,  "  What  whittling 
it  w^s  that  he  heard  ?"  was  anfwered,  "  It  is  the 
noife  of  the  mufkets,  which  they  are  firing  upon 
your  niajefty."  "  Right,"  replied  the  king:  **  froni 
henceforward  it  (hall  be  my  mufic."  [Biogf.  Did. 
vol.  XIL]  When  a  Chriftian,  or  a  minifter,  ren- 
ders himfelf  confpicuous  in  the  defence  of  gofpel 
truths,  noife  and  malice,  flander  and  oppofition, 
are  the  mufic  he  is  to  expedt  from  the  world,  and 
from  that  day  forward, 

'^  An  happy  death,  no  lefs  than  an  holy  life,  is  the 
gift  of  God.  Hence  the  late  truly  good  Dr.Guife 
never  prayed  in  public,  without  thanking  God  for 
all  who  were  departed  in  faith.  And  fo  does  the 
Church  of  England,  in  the  Communion  Service, 
None  but  the  Holy  Ghoft  can  give  the  ivBtucKna. 

Whe^ 


Anecdotes^  Incidents^  and  Htjlmc  Pajfages.      157 

When  the  magnanimous  and  heroic  Caraftacus,  a  + 
Britifh  king,  was  fent  prifoner  to  Rome,  he  could 
not  forbear  crying  out,  on  furveying  the  grand  and 
elegant  buildings  of  that  fuperb  capital,  **  How  is 
it  poffible,  for  the  owners  of  fuch  magnificent  ftrac- 
tures  as  thefe,  to  envy  the  poor  cottages  of  the 
Britons !"  Much  more  may  we  wonder,  how  it  is 
poffible  for  a  regenerate  foul,  who  has  God  and  hea- 
ven for  it's  portion,  to  pant  after  the  honours, 
wealth,  and  plcafures,  of  a  wretched,  perilhing 
world. 

I  remember  to  have  feen  an  humorous  print,  of 
a  miller  grinding  old  people  young.  The  idea,  re- 
ligioufly  confidered,  is  not  without  reality.  In  rege- 
•deration,  the  Holy  Spirit  puts  us  into  the  mill  of 
the  law,  and  grinds  us  fmall,  and  we  come  out  new 
creatures. 

I  am  told,  that  there  is  at  Brighthelmftone,  on 
the  fea-(hore,  a  fpring  of  frefti  water  j  which  fpring 
continues  frefti,  though  conftantly  covered  with  the 
fea  when  the  tide  is  in.  How  ftrongly  does  this  re- 
iemble  the  principle  of  grace  in  the  heart  of  a  be- 
liever 1  a  principle  which  ftill  exifts,  though  amlidft 
a  fea  of  corruptions ;  and  remains  diflin'd:,  even 
when  thofe  corruptions  conceal  it  from  view,  and 
debar  it  (for  the  time  being)  from  aftual  ufe  and 
exercife. 

Plato,  in  his  youth,  had  wrote  feveral  tragedies. 
But  he  no  fwner  heard  Socrates  lefture  upon  virtue, 
than  he  burnt  them  all,  and  devoted  himfelf  to  the 
purfuit  of  wifdom  and  morality.  So,  when  the  foul 
has  been  favingly  taught  of  God,  it's  vanities  fall 
cfF,  and  it's  defire  is  to  be  made  wife  and  happy  to 
f^vation. 

A  young 
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Ayoung  gentleman,  whofefenfualpropenliticswcre 
extremely  violent,  defired  the  Sexton  of  St.  Olaye's, 
Southwark,  to  get  him  an  entire  female  fcull.  The 
oun  gave  him  one,  and  received  half  a  cro^yn  for  his 
pains.  Every  morning,  for  a  confiderable  time,  the. 
gentleman  fpent  fome  minutes,  in  furveying  this 
icuU,  before  he  went  out ;  from  an  expectation,  that 
the  fight  of  fo  unpleafing  an  objeft  would  operate  as 
an  antidote  againft  the  power  of  that  temptation  to 
which  he  was  fo  fubjed.  But  all  in  vain^ .  His  cor- 
rupt inclinations  ftill  prevailed,  and  he  finned  as 
frequently  as  ever.  At  laft,  he  found  that  the  fcull 
4id  him  no  fervice ;  and  he  made  a  prefent  of  it  to 
Mr.  Wilfon,  of  Bath ;  who,  this  day,  (at  Batli,  Sept. 
18,  1776),  gave  it  to  me,  at  my  requeft. 

Afterwards,  it  pleafed  God  to  convert  the  above-, 
mentioned  gentleman  :  and  vital  grace  did  that  for 
him,  which  a  dead  fcull  was  unable  to  effeft.  His 
cafily  befetting  fin  had  no  more  dominiqn  over  him, 
from  the  day  that  the*  Holy  Ghoft  laid  effedtual  hold 
on  his  heart. 

Good  Mr.  Rogers,  the  martyr,  on  the  morning 
he  was  burnt,  put  on  his  cloaths  very  carelefsly; 
cheerfully  faying,  that  "  it  mattered  little  how  they 
were  put  on,  feeing  they  were  fo  foon  to  be  put  off 
for  ever.''  Such  ftiould  be  our  attachment  to  all 
worldly  things. 

It  was  faid  of  Edward  the  black  prince,  that  he 
never  fought  a  battle  which  he  did  not  win  :  and  of 
the  great  duke  of  Marlborough,  that  he  never  be- 
fieged  a  city  which  he  did  not  take.  Shall  that  be 
faid  of  men,  which  we  deny  concerning  the  moft 
high  God  ?  Is  he  lefs  fuccefsful  than  fome  human 

fenerals?  Shall  thefe  invincibly  prevail,  and  grace 
e  liable  to  defeat  ?  Impoflible. 

Procopiys 
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Procopius  fays,  that  when  Mifdates,  king  of 
Perfia,  was  dead  without  iflue,  but  had  left  his  queea 
pregnant,  the  Perfian  nobility  fet,  the  crown  on  the 
queen*s  belly,  before  (he  quickened :  thereby  ac- 
knowledging her  unborn  offspring  for  their  future 
fovereign.  So  that  Sapores  (which  was  afterwards 
the  child's  name)  [was  not  only  crowned  before  he 
Vras  born,  but  even]  began  his  reign,  before  he  be- 
gan to  live.  If  fuch  afts,  done  by  men,  fecm  not 
irrational;  why  Ibould  finy  think  it  ftrange  for  the 
only  wife  God  to  fet  the  crown  of  eieftion  upon  the 
beads  of  his  people,  when  as  yet  none  of  them  had 
any  being,  fave  only  in  the  womb  of  his  own  pur- 
pofe  and  decree  ?^ 

The  late  lord  B ke  (viz.  the  celebrated  in- 
fidel and  tory)  was,  one  day,  reading  in  Calvin's  In- 
ftitutions.  A  clergyman  *  of  his  lordfliip's  acquaint- . 
ance  copiing  on  a  vifit,  I(5rd  B.  faid  to  him,  "  You 
have  caught  me  reading  John  Calvin.  He  was  in- 
deed a  man  of  great  parts^  profound  fenfe,  and  vaft 
learning.  He  handles  the  doftrines  of  grace  in  a 
very  mafterly  manner." — "  Dodrines  of  grace  (re-? 
plied  the  clergyman) !  the  dodrines  of  grace  have 
fet  all  piankind  together  by  the  ears."  I  am  fur- 
prized  to  hear  you  fay  fo,"  anfwered  lord  B;  "  you 
who  profefs  to  believe  and  to  preach  Chriftianity. 
Thofe  doftrines  are  certainly  the  dodrines  of  the 
Bible:  and,  if  I  believed  the  Bible,  1  muft  believe 
them.  And,  let  me  ferioufly  tell  you,  that  the 
greateft  miracle  in  the  world  is,  the  fubfiftence  of 
Chriftianity,  and  its  continued  preservation,  as  a 
religion,  when  the  preaching  of  it  is  committed  to 
jhe  care  of  fuch  unchriftian  wretches  as  you.'* 

Told  me,  this  day,  at  Bath,  July  30,  1775,  ^7 

lady  Huntingdon,    who  had  it  from  lord 

B 's  own  mouth. 

t  Mr«  Cturcb^  who  died  curate  of  Batterfea. 

How 
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How  fruitlefs  is  anxiety  for  worldly  things !  My 
friend,  the  late  Mr.  Paul  Greenwood,  when  on  his 
death-bed  (about  two  years  ago),  was  under  fome 
diftrefs,  as  to  his  mother,  to  whofe  fupport  he  ufed 
to  contribute. — The  good  man  was  no  fooner  dead, 
than  a  meflenger  was  difpatched  to  let  his  mother 
know  it.  The  meffenger  of  the  fon*s  death  was 
met,  on  the  road,  by  another  meffenger,  who  was 
coming  to  bring  the  news  of  the  mother's  death  to 
her  fon. — Thus,  die  lived  not  to  mifs  her  fon's 
kindnefs ;  but  both  mother  and  fon  met  in  heaven 
together,  about  the  fame  time. 

I  write  this,  Oftober  30,  1769. 

I  cannot  help  adding  a  faying  the  above  good  man 

made  ufe  of,  in  his  plain,  fimple  manner,  on  being 

fold,  that  fome  people  thought  his  fcrmons   too 

long.     **  I  fometimes  preach,"  anfwered   he,  "  half 

\.  an  hour,  before  God  comes :  and  when  he  is  come, 

X  I  can  do  no  lefs  than  preach  half  an  hour,  or  three 

\  quarters  of  an  hour,  afterwards." 

For  fome  few  years  before  the  death  of  the  great 
Mr.  Heryey,  he  vifited  very  few  of  the  principal  pcr- 
fons  in  his  neighbourhood.  Being  once  aiked, 
"  Why  he  fo  feldpm  went  to  fee  the  neighbouring 
gentlemen,  who  yet  (hewed  him  allpoffible  efteem 

,  and  refpeft  ?'*  He  anfwered,  "  I  can  hardly  name  a 
polite  family,  where  the  converfation  ever  turns  up- 

■  on  the  things  of  God.  I  hear  much  frothy  and 
worldly  chit-chat  j  but  not  a  word  of  Chrift.  And 
I  am  determined  not  to  vifit  thofe  companies,  where 
there  is  not  room  for  my  matter,  as  well  as  for 
myfelf.'* 

Dr.  Oliver,  the  celebrated  Bath  phyfician,  had 
been  a  very  inveterate  infidel,  till  within  a  fhort  time 
before  his  death.  In  his  laft  ficknefs,  the  arrows  of 
fpiritual  convidion  ftuck  faft  in  him.     Lady  Hun- 

tingdox^ 
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tingdon  never  faw  a  perfon  more  thoroughly  bum- 
bled, diftreft,  and  broken  in  heart.  Coming  to  him 
about  two  days  before  he  died,  he  lamented,  not 
only  his  own  paft  infidelity,  but  the  zeal  and  fucceis 
with-which  he  had  endeavoured  to  infeft  the  minds 
of  others.  *^0  that  I  could  undo  the  mifchiefl 
have  done!  I  was  more  ardent,*'  faid  he,  **  to 
poifon  people  with  the  principles  of  irreligion  and 
unbelief,  than  almoft  any  Chriftian  can  be  to  fprea^d 
the  doftrines  of  Chrift." — Chear  up  (anfwered  lady 
Huntingdon);  Jefus,  the  great  facrifice  for  fin, 
atoned  for  the  fins  of  the  fecond  table  as  well  as  for 
thofeofthe  firft.—" God,"  replied  he,  "certainly 
can,  but  I  fear  he  never  will,  pardon  fuch  a  wretch 
as  I."— You  may  fear  it  at  prefent,  rejoined  Ibe; 
but  you  and  I  fball  moft  certainly  meet  each  other 
in  heaven. — The  doftor  then  faid,  "  O  woman, 
great  is  thy  faith,  .  My  faith  cannot  believe  that  I 
(hall  ever  be  there." 

Soon  after,  the  Lord  lifted  up  the  light  of  his  coun- 
tenance on  Dr.  Oliver's  foul.  He  lay,  the  reft  of 
his  time,  triumphing  and  praifing  free  grace :  and 
went  off,  at  laft,  as  happy  as  an  angel. 

Told  me,  by  lady   Huntingdon,  at   Clifton, 
A'uguft  19,  1775.  ,     , 

Mr.  Maccail,  a  Scotch  preacher,  was  tortured  to 
death,  in  Scotland,  fome  time  after  the  reftoration 
of  Charles  H,  His  dying  words  were  glorious  and 
triumphant,  BOtwithftanding  the  extremity  of  his 
bodily  pain;  "Farewell,  fun,  moon,  and  ftars! 
farewell,  world,  and  time !  farewell,  weak  and  frail 
body !  welcome,  eternity  1  welcome,  angels  and 
faints!  welcome.  Saviour  of  the  world!  welcome, 
God  the  Judge  of  all  1" — He  di?d  by  th^  torture  of 
the  iron  boot. 

A  perfon,  who  had  heard  much  concerning  Scanr 
dcrbeg*s  vidories,  was  very  defirous  of  feeing  the 
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fword  with  which  that  famous  general  had  wrotight 
fuch  celebrated  exploits.  Scanderbeg  fent  it  to  him  ; 
and,  on  feeing  it,  the  pcrfon  fpake  to  the  following 
efFeft :  "Is  this  the  weapon  which  has  njade  fo  great 
noife  in  the  world?  I  can  fee  nothing  in  this  (hort, 
mean-looking  fword,  anfwerable  to  the  majeftic  idea 
I  had  entertained  of  it."  This  being  told  to  Scaa- 
derbeg,  he  ordered  the  meflenger  to  remind  the 
other,  that  "  Scanderbeg*s  viftories  depended,  not 
on  the  grandeur  of  his  fword,  but  on  the  ftrength 
and  fkill  of  the  arm  that  wielded  it :  not  the  weapon, 
but  Scanderbeg  himfelf  was  the  conqueror.**  So, 
it  is  not  the  gofpel,  nor  gofpel  minifters,  by  whom 
fouls  are  fubduedto  Chrift;  but  the  power  of  Chrift*5 
own  fpirit,  adting  by  thefe,  which  brings  finncrs  in 
fubjeftion  to  the  obedience  of  faith. 

The  late  lady  L — d — y,  on  being  afked,  by  lady 
Huntingdon,  "  whether  n?e  knew  any  thing  of  that 
holy  fpirit  by  whom  the  Bible  was  irifpired  V*  made 
anfwer,  in  the  following  words ;  "  Yes,  my  lady^ 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  name  of  Socrates, 
and  of  all  the  other  philofophers,  that  compofed  the 
^Bible." 

Told  me,  at  Epping  Place  (in  Effex),  by  lady 
Huntingdon,  April  2,  1776. 

A  godly  minifter,  being  in  a  confumption,  came 
to  AChby  (near  Fawfley,  where  Mr.  Dod  lived),  fop 
the  benefit  of  Mr.  Dod's  counfel  and  converfation. 
He  was  much  bowed  down  with  doubts  and  fears; 
and,  a,  little  before  his  death,  afked  Mr.  Dod, 
*^  What  will  you  fay  to  me,  who  am  going  out  of 
the  world,  and  can  find  no  fpiritual  comfort  ?'*  Mr. 
Dod  anfwered,  "  And  what  will  you  fay  to  Chrift 
himfelf,  who,  when  going  out  of  the  world,  found 
no  comfort,  but  cried  out,  My  God,  my  God,  why 
haft  tho\i  forfaken  me?**   This  fpeech  much   rc- 
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frefhed  the  dying  minifter,  a  little  before  he  went  to 
his  heavenly  inheritance; 

A  minifter  was  recovering  of  a  dangerous  illnefs; 
when  one  of  his  friends  addrefled  him  thus  :  "  Sir, 
though  God  feems  to  be  bringing  you  up  from  the 
gates  of  death ;  yet,  it  will  be  a  long  time,  before 
you  \yill  fufficiently  retrieve  your  ftrength,  and  re- 
gain vigour  enough  of  mind,  to  preach  as  uftial." — 
The  good  man  anfweTcd :  "  You  are  miftaken,  my 
friend;  for  this  fix  weeks'  illnefs  has  taught  me  more 
divinity,  than  all  my  paft  ftudies,  and  all  my  ten 
yeafs  miniftry,  put  together." 

Related  by  Mr.  Medley,  in  preaching,  at  Lon- 
don, this  evening,  May  11,  1776.  - 

Public  controverfy,  from  the  prefs,  may  be  of 
ftanding  ufe  to  the  prefeht  and  to  future  times.  But 
wrangling  altercations,  in  private  company,  feldom 
have  much  good  efFeft  :  they  referable  the  pope's 
interview  with  an  Englifh  quaker,  where  neither  re- 
ceived any  good  from  the  other. — The  quaker  vifited 
Rome,  in  order  to  convert  the  pope.  Being  ad- 
mitted to  his  prefence,  the  quaker  thus  accofted  his 
holinefs :  "  Friend,  I  come  to  tell  thee,  that  thou 
art  antichrift,  and  the  fcarlet  whore  of  Babylon." — 
The  pope,  who  was  a  man  of  humour,  anfwered : 
"  Friend,  I  am  glad  thou  art  come,  as  it  gives  mc 
an  opportunity  of  telling  thee,  that  thou  art  a  moft 
.  egregious  heretic.  Thou  mayeft  think  thyfelf  well 
oflF,  that  I  do  not  put  thee  into  the  inquifition,  and 
burn  thee  to  afhes.  So,  get  thee  back  to  thy  own 
country,  while  thou  art  fafe  and  found." — Thus, 
each  left  the  other,  as  he  found  him.  The  pope 
would  not  believe  himfelf  to  be  antichrift,  nor*  the 
quaker  deem  himfelf  an  heretic. 

Mr. , William  Gay  (of  UfFculme),  in  converfa- 
tion,  at  Broad  Hembury,  April  2,  1775. 

Lewis 
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Lewis  I.  of  France,  died  of  vexation,  occafioned 
by  the  revolt  of  his  fon,  Lewis  of  Bavaria.  The? 
broken-hearted  father  faid,  as  he  expired,  "I  for- 
give Lewis;  but  let  him  know,  he  has  been  the 
caufe  of  my  death.** — The  fins  of  God's  eledt  were 
the  caufe  of  the  Meffiah's  death  :  yet,  in  dying,  he 
declared,  "  Father,  forgive  them,*'  &c. 

My  late  revered  friend,  the  truly  reverend  and 
ufeful  Mr.  George  Whitefield,  was  preaching,  one 
time,  at  Exeter.  A  man  was  prefent,  who  had 
loaded  his  pockets  with  ftones,  in  order  to  fling  them 
at  that  eminently  precious  ambaflador  of  Chrift. 
He  heard  his  prayer,  however,  with  patience :  but 
no  fooner  had  he  named  his  text,  than  the  man 
pulled  a  (lone  out  of  his  pocket,  and  held  it  in  his 
hand,  waiting  for  a  fair  opportunity  to  throw  it. 
But  God  fent  a  word  to  his  heart,  and  the  ftone 
dropt  from  his  hand.  After  fermon,  he  went  to  dear 
Mr.  Whitefield  (whofe  name  I  can  hardly  think  of 
without  tears),  and  told  him,  "  Sir,  I  came  to  hear 
you  this  day,  with  a  view  to  break  your  head  ;  but 
the  fpirit  of  God,  through  your  miniftry,  has  given 
me  .a  broken  heart."  The  man  proved  to  be  a 
found  convert,  and  lived  an  ornament  to  the  gofpel. 
Such  power  belongeth  unto  God ! 

My  old  and  valuable  acquaintance,  the  late  Mr. 
Thomas  Chorlton  (who  died,  at  Southwark,  Dec, 
19,  1774),  who  absolutely  fell  a  martyr  to  frequent 
and  exceffive  preaching,  was  very  comfortable  on 
his  death-bed.  "  When  will  the  happy  hour  ar- 
rive ?"  was  one  of  his  dying  fayings.  And,  when 
fomc  of  his  friends  were  taking  their  lafl:  farewell  of 
him,  he  faid,  "  Friends  united  to  Chrifl:  Qiall  meet 
again."  He  compared  himfelf  to  a  weary  child, 
whom  his  father  was  putting  to  bed  :  and  was  deep- 
ly refrefhed  by  that  fweet  promife  in  the  lafl:  verfe  of 
Jfai.  XXXV.     "The  ranfomed  of  the  Lord,'*  &c. — 

His 
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His  funeral  text  was,  by  his  own  particular  delire, 
Afts  ii.  28,  "  Thou  haft  made  known  to  me  the 
ways  of  life;  thou  (halt  make  me 'full  of  joy  with 
thy  countenance/* 

Lady  Huntingdon  was  once  fpeaking  to  a  work- 
man, who  was  repairing  a  garden  wall,  and  preffing 
him  to  take  fome;  thought  concerning  eternity  and 
the  ftate  of  his  foul. — Some  years  afterwards,  (he 
fpoke  to  another,  on  the  fame  fubjedt :  and  faid  to 
him,  "  Thomas,  I  fear  you  never  pray,  nor  look  to 
Chrift  for  falvation." — "  Your  ladyfhip  is  miftaken," 
anfwered  the  man :  "  I  heard  what  paffed  between 
you  and  James,  at  fuch  a  time;  and  the  word  you 
defigned  for  him  took  effed  on  me." — "  How  did 
you  hear  it?" — ^"  I  heard  it  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
garden,  through  an  hole  in  the  wall:  and  (hall never 
forget  the  impreffion  I  received." — Thus  will  the 
blefTed  fpirit  even  make  his  way  through  the  hole  of 
a  wall,  rather  than  an  eledt  (inner  (hall  die  uncon- 
verted. 

"  How  does  your  lady(hip"  (faid  the  famous  lord 
Bolingbroke  x>nce  to  lady  Huntingdon)  "  reconcile 
prayer  to  God  for  particular  blelfings,  with  abfolutc 
refignationto  the  DivincxWill?" — Very  eafily  (an- 
(wered  (he) :  juft  as  if  I  was  to  ofFer  a  petition  to  a 
monarch,  of  whofe  kindnefs  and  wifdom  I  have  the 
higheft  opinion.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  my  language  would 
be,  I  wi(h  you  to  beflow  on  me  fuch  a  favour  :  but 
your majefty  knows  better  than  I,  how, far  it  would 
be  agreeable  to  you,  or  right  in  itfelf,  to  grant  my 
defire.'  I  therefore  content  myfelf  with  humbly 
prefenting  my  petition,  and  leave  the  event  of  it  en- 
tirely to  you. 

A  gentlewoman  at  Lambeth,  (if  I  miftake  not, 
her  name  is  B — — e)  being  lately  alked  to  read  forhe 
of  W y's  Arminian  tradts,  anfwered  thus ;   "  I 
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have  not   yet  done  with  the   Bible :  when  I  hav^ 

thrown  afide  the  Bible,  I  will  read  Mr.  W y/'   - 

Told  me,  at  Knightfbridge,  by  Mr*  Pettjr,  i^ 
Jifne,  1777, 

^  The  late  Dr.  Guyfe  loft  his  eye-fight  in  the  pulpit, 
while  he  was  in  his  prayer  before  fermon.  Having 
finiflied  his  prayer,  he  was,  confequently,  forced  to 
make  no  ufe  of  his  written  papers^  but  to  preach 
without  notes. — -As  he  was  led  out  of  the  Meeting, 
after  fervice  was  over,  he  could  not  help  lamentingj 
bis  fudden  and  total  blindnefs.  A  good  old  gentle- 
woman, who  heard  him  deplore  his  lofs,  anfwered 
him,  "  God  be  praifed  that  your  fight  is  gone.  I 
never  heard  you  preach  fo  powerful  a  feirmon  in  my 
life.  Now,  we  {hall  have  no  more  notes.  I  wi(h, 
for  my  own  part,  that  the  Lord  had  took  away  your 
eye-fight  twenty  years  ago,  for  your  miniftry  woul4 
have  been  more  ufeful  by  twenty  degrees/'  " 

The  truths  of  the  gofpel  are  to  be  introduced 
with  difcretion  and  propriety. — A  perfon  once  ha- 
rangued On  the  ftrength  of  Sampfon:  ^*  I  affirm," 
faid  he,  "  that  this  fame  Sampfon  was  the  ftrongeft 
man  that  ever  did  or  ever  will  live  in  the  world/^ — 
,  ^*  I  deny  it,"  replied  one  of  the  company :  "  your- 
felf  are  ftronger  than  he." — "  How  do  you  make 
out  that  ?" — **Becaufe  you  juft  now  lugged  him  in 
by  head  an4  (houlders." 

The  duke  of  Alva  having  giveii  fome  prifonefs; 
their  lives,  they  afterwards  petitioned  him  for  fome 
food.  His  anfwerwas,  that  f*  he  would  grant  them 
life,  but  po  meat."  And  they  were  famifhed  tQ 
death.  Fuller's  Worthies,  Part  III.  p.  39.    • 

The  deniers  of  final  perfeverance  reprefent  the 
Deity  in  a  fimilar  view.  f*  God  promifes  eternal 
life  to  the  faints,  if  they  endure  to  the  end  :"  but  he 
will  not,  ^.ccording  to  this  wretched  Arminian  doc^ 
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trine,  fecure  to  them  the  continuance  of  that  grace, 
without  which,  eternal  life  cannot  be  had  ! 

Mr.  HerVey  was  once  travelling,  in  aftage  coach,    '^'^ 
with  a  lady,  wno  was  totally  immerfed  in  diffipation, 
theluft  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life.     "  I  have 
comfort,"  faid  (he,   "before  my   pleafurable  plans, 
take  place,  and  when  they  do  take  place,  and  after 
they  have  taken  place.     I  expedt  them  with   fatis- 
faftion,  1  enjoy. them  with  high  gratification,  and  I  ' 
refleft  on  theiti  with  happinefs  when  they  are  paft," . 
You  have  forgot  to  mention  one  comfort,  madam 
(replied  Mr.  Hervey),  which  fuch  a  life  is  produc- 
tive  of. — "  How  fo  ?**  anfwered  the  lady.     I  have 
fpecified  the  pleafures  I  receive  before  the  time,  at 
the  time,  and  after  the  time :  and  furely,  I  cannot 
have  made  any -omiflion. — *^  Yes:  you  have  forgot 
the  principal  joy  of  all :  viz.  the  comfort  which  the 
review  of  thefe  things  will  give  you  on  your  death- 
bed."—The  lady  was  ftruck:  and,  growing  ferious 
from  that  time  forward,  Ihe  became  an  eminent 
Chriftian. 

Told  me,  at  Broad  Hembury,  March  15,  1775, 
by  good  Mr.  Pitts,  of  Chard. 

Similis,  captain  of  the  guards  to  Adrian,  got  leave 
tojquit  that  emperor's  fervice,  and  fpcnt  the  laft 
feven  years  of  his  life  in  rural  retirement.  At  his 
death,  he  ordered  the  following  infcription  on  his  . 
tomb :  "  Here  lies  Similis,  who  lived  but  feven 
years,  though  he  died  at  fixty-feven." 

Our  true  age,  and  our  real  life,  are  to  be  dated- 
from  the  time  of  our  abftraftion  from  the  world,  and 
of  our  converfion  to  God. 

One  time,  when  I  was  at  Glaftonbury,  I  went  to 
fee  the  Torr,  which  is  a  tower  feated  on  the  top  of  a  ' 
Very  high  hilU     The  afcent  was  fo  fteep,  that  I  was  • 
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forced,  in  fome  places,  to  climb  up,  on  my  hands 
;ind  knees.^r- Would  we  enjoy  God's  prefence  ?  We 
Tnuft  (through  the  efficacy  of  his  influence)  ufc  our 
hands  find  knees:  i.e.  we  muft  be  found  in  the 
way  of  obedience,  humility,  and  prayer, 

A  perfon  was  preaching,  in  Norfolk,  fome  time 
ago,  ^nd,  ampng  other  bbfervations,  made  the  fol- 
lowing :  "  If  king  Geoi^e  was  to  come  and  knock 
at  your  doors,  you  would  all  ftrive  who  fhould  let 
him  in  firft :  why  do  not  you,  with  at  leaft  equal 
readincfs,  let  Chrift  into  your  hearts?  One  of  his 
auditory  took  occaiGon  to  alk  him,  when  fermon  was 
over,  "  What  if  king  George  Ihould  knock  at  the 
door  of  an  houfe  in  which  all  the  people  were 
dead  ?  Who,  J  wonder,  wovild  fife  ,and  let  in  the 
-king  then  ?'* 

Ther^  are  merit-mongers,  among  the  moft  aban*. 
doncd  finners.— Two  women  were,  fome  time  fince, 
admitted  into  the  JLock  Hofpital,  in  order  to  be 
cured  of  a  very  criminal  difeafe.  Mr.  Madan,  who 
vifited  theip  during  their  confinement,  laboured  to 
convince  them  of  their,  fin  and  fpiritual  danger, 
**Truly,'*  faid  one  of  them,  "  I  am  by  no  means  fo  bad 
as.  fome  pf  my  profeffion  are  :  for  I  never  picked  any 
m^n*s  pocket,  in  my  life." — The  other  faid,  *'  I 
cannot  affirm  that  I  never  picked  a  man's  pocket ; 
but  I  have  this  in  my  favour,  that  I  never  admitted 
any  man  in  my  company,  on  a  Sunday,  until  aftef 
nine  at  night.** 

Wfcen  captain  Pavid  Gam  fell  in  the  battle  of 
Azincourt,  king  Henry  V.  knighted  him  as  he  wa^ 
expiring  on  the  ground. — What  are  all  earthly  dif- 
tindtions,  but  honours  conferred  on  dying  men.— 
And  'yvhat  fi^pepior  glory  does  Chrift  confer  on  bis. 
expiring  faints  !  He  crowns  them  kings  in  the  very 
article  of  death. 

A  goo4 
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Agoodworaarf  (Mrs*  Whitby^  of  Columpton) 
faid,  when  under  great  bodily  pain,  "  God  has  an 
end  to  anfwef ,  by  every  afflifting  difpenfation  5  an^, 
until  God's  end  is  anfwered,  I  would  not  wilh  this 
affliftion  to  be  withdrawn.** 

Aug.  1 8,  T  769.  Dr.  G  — - —  told  me,  that,  fome  V-, 
years  ago,  when  he  had  been,  for  a  long  time  to- 
gether, under  great  darknefs  of  foul,  he  was  com- 
plaining to  good^Mr.  Walker  (of  Truro),  that  "  he 
could  compare  himfelf  to  nothing  elfe,  but  to  a 
xaven,  an  unclean  bird,  bringing  bread  and  flelh  to 
God's  people,  without  tafting  any  himfelf."— To 
which  Mr.  Walker  aiifwered;  "Be  contented  and 
thankful,  that  the  Lord  makes  you  a  feeder  of  his 
heritage."— "Ah,  but,"  added  the  dodor,  "  it 
feems  hard,  to  aft  merely  as  a  cook,^  and  ferve  up 
rich  provifion  for  others,  while  I  myfelf  am  famifli- 
ing." — Mr.  Walker  rejoined,  "  Nay,  but,  O  man, 
who  art  thou  that  replieft  againft  God  ?" 

Mr.  Fox,  the  martyrologift,  tells  us,  of  one  Mr. 
Crow,  an  Englifti  feaman,  who,  being  fliipwrecked, 
loft  all  his  property,  and  was  obliged,  when  (hift- 
ing  for  his  own  life,  to  throw  what  little  money  he 
had,  which  was  five  pounds,  into  the  fea.  But  he 
would  not  part  with  his  New  T6ftament :  and  there- 
fore, having  tied  it  round  his  neck,  he  committed 
himfelf  to  a  broken  maft ;  on  which,  having  floated 
for  four  days,  he  was  at  laft  difcovered,  and  taken 
up  alive;  all  the  reft  of  the  (hip's  crew  being 
drowned. 

Some  time  fince,  I  was  reading  of  a  good  woman, 
who,  being  on  her  death-bed,  was  aikcd,  whether 
(he  wiflied  to  live  or  die  >  "  I  defire,"  faid  fhe,  "  to. 
have  no  wifli  about  the  matter;  except  it  be,  that 
the  Lord  may  perform  his  own  wilU"  But,  replied 
the  perfon,  which  would  you  chufe^  if  the  Lprd  was 

M  3  to 
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to  refer  it  to  yourfelf  ?  "  Why  truly,"  rejoined  (he, 
"  I  fhould,  in  that  cafe,  beg  leave  to  refer  it  back 
to  him  again  ?"  / 

Archbifhop  Williams  once  faid  to  a  friend  of  his» 
"  I  have  paffed  through  many  places  of  honour  and 
truft,  both  in  church  and  ftate ;  more  than  any,  of 
my  order,  in  England,  thefe  feventy  years  before  : 
yet,  were  I  but  affured,  that  by  my  preaching,  I 
had  converted  but  one  foul  to  God,  I  fliould  take 
therein  more  fpiritual  joy  and  comfort,  than. in  all 
the  honours  and  offices  which  have  been  beftpwed 
upon  me." 

The  old  duke  of  Bedford  (grandfather  of  the  late 
duke)  ufed  to  fay,  "  I  confider  the  prayers  of  God's 
minifters  and  people,  as  the  befk  walls  round  my 
houfe." 

Told  me,  at  Wooburn,  byMr.R.  Oft.  12,  1775. 

''  Mr.  Winter  was  lately  in  coq;ipany  with  an  Armi- 
fiian,  who  ran  out  violently  againft  the  doArine  of 
aledion.  "  You  believe  eleftion,"  faid  Mr.  Win- 
ter, "  as  firmly  as  I  do."  "  I  deny  it,"  anfwered 
the  other :  **  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  doftrine  I  de- 
teft."  *^  Do  you  believe  that  all  men  will  be  faved, 
in  the  laft  day,  or  only  fome  ?"  Only  fome.  "  Do 
you  imagine  that  thofe  fome  will  be  found  to  have 
laved  themfelves  ?"  No,  certainly  :  God  in  Chrift  is 
the  only  Saviour  of  finners.  "  But  God  could  have 
faved  the  reft,  could  he  not  ?"  No  doubt.    "  Then, 

Cilvation  is  peculiar  to  the  faved  ?"  To  be  fure. »- 

^*  And  God  faves  them  defignedly,  and  not  againft 
his  will  ?"  Certainly.  "  And  willingly  fufFers  the 
reft  to  perifli,  though  he  cquld  eafily  have  hindered 
it?"  It  fliould  feem  fo.  "  Then  is  not  this;  elec- 
tion ?"  It  apiounts  to  much  tlie  fame  thing.  - 


Mr. 
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Mr.  John  Bunyan  having  preached  one  day,  with 
particular  warmth  and  enlargement  5  fo^ne  of  his 
friends,  after  fervice  was  oVer,  took  hini  by  the 
hand,  and  could  not  help  obferving  what  a  fweet 
fermon  he  had  delivered  :  "  Aye,"  C^id  the  go6d« 
man,  "  you  need  not  remind  me  of  that,  for  the 
devil  told  me  of  it  before  I  was  out  of  the  pulpit." 

The  late  Dr.  Grovelnor,  being  at  the  funei*al  of 
Dr.  Watts,  a  friend  faid  to  him,  «*  Well,  Dr.  Gro-» 
vefnor,  you  have  feen  the  end  of  Dr.  Watts;  and 
you  will  foon  follow  :  what  think  you  of  death  ?** 
"  Think  of  it,*'  replied  the  doAor;  "  why^  when 
death  comes,  I  ihall  fmile  upon  deaths  if  God 
fmiles  upon  me." 

Told  me,  by  Mr.  Ryland,  July  11, 1769  ^ 

The  4at€  lady  Stormont j  fen.  mother  of  the  pfe* 
fent  lord  chief  juftice  Mansfield,  upon  being  com- 
plimented by  another  lady,  that  "  flic  had  the  three 
iineft  fons  in  Scotland  to  be  proud  of ;"  made  ah- 
fwer,  "  No,  madam ;  I  have  much  to  be  thankful 
for,  but  nothing  to  be  proud  of." 

Told  me,  by  lady  Grierfon,  at  London,  this  day, 
January  10,  1776. 

When  Thales  wa^  yoting,  his  mother  aikec!  him 
why  he  did  not  marry?  "  It  is  too  early,"  anfwered 
the  philofophcr.  When  he  was  advanced  ift  years, 
the  gdod  woman  repeated  her  queftion  :  to  which  he 
anfwered,  "  I  am  now  too  old."  So  Satan  is  per- 
petually fuggefting,  that  it  is  either  too  foon,  or  toa 
late,  to  return  to  God^ 

A  Perfian  king,  willing  to  oblige  two  of  his  cour- 
tiers, gave  to  one,  a  golden  cup  ;  and,  to  the  other, 
a  kifs  :  and  he  that  had  the  former,  complained  to 
the  king^  that  his  fellow^s  kifs  was  more  to  be  valued 
M4  '  than 
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than  his  golden  cup.  Chrift  does  not  put  off  hk 
people  with  the  golden  cup  ;  but  he  gives  them  his 
kifs,  which  is  infinitely  better.  He  gives  his  belt 
gifts  to  his  beft-beloved  ones;  he  gives  his  beft  tove,. 
•his  beft  joy>  his  beft  peace,  his  belt  mercies. 

Some  of  Mr.  Thomas  Jones's  laft  words  [viz.  he 
who  was  chaplain  of  St.  Saviour's,  Southwark]  were^ 
**  A  finner  faved,  a  (inner  favcd !"  Similar  will  be  the 
everlafting  fong  of  the  faints,  in  heaven  itfelf • 

Mr.  Richard  Baxter,  when  on  his  death-bed,  wa» 
vifited  by  a  friend,  who  reminded  him  of  the  glory  to 

«  which  he  was  going,  and  that  his  many  good  works 
would  attend  him  mto  a  better  ftate.  The  old  gen- 
tleman, lifting  up  his  dying  hand,  and  waving  it,. 

.  replied,  *^  Do  not  talk  to  me  about  works  :  alas  I  I 
have  dealt  too  much  in  them  already.'* 

Mrs.  Romaine  was,  kft  week,  in  company  with  a 
tlergyman,  at  Tiverton,  who  ran  out  with  no  little 
zeal  againft  what  he  called  "  irrefiftibl^  ^race;'* 
alledging,  that  "  fuch  gtace  woiild  be  quite  mcom- 
patible  with  free-will.**  Not  at  all  fo,  anfwered 
Mrs,  Romaine :  grace  operates  effedually,  yet  not 
coercively.  The  wills  of  God^s  people  are  drawn  to 
him  and  divine  things,  juft  as  your  will  would 
be  drawn  to  a  bilhopric,  if  you  had  the  offer  of  it. 

Told  me,  at  Broad  Hembury,  by  Mr.  Romaine, 
,  Sept.  1 8,  1773. 

'/-  -  A  gentlewoman  went,  fome  time  ago,  to  hear.Dr. 
F-—- preach  J  and,  as  isufual  among  the  Diffenters, 
carried  a  Pocket-bible  with- her,  that  (he  might  turn 
to  any  paffages  the  preacher  might  happen  to  refer 
to.  But  fhe  found,  fhe  had  no  ufe  for  her  Bible 
there:  and  on  coming  away,  faid,  to  a  friend,  "  I 
fliould  have  left  my  Bible  at  home  to-day,  and  have 
brought  my  didionary.     The  doftor  does  not  deal 

ia. 
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in  Scripture,  but  in  fuch  learned  words  and  phrales, 
as  require  the  help  of  an  interpreter,  to  render  thenk 
intelligible/* 

Edward  the  Black  Prince,  having  conquered  and 
taken  prifoner  king  John  of  France,  nobly  conde- 
fcended  to  wait  on  his  royal  captive,  the  fame  night, 
at  fupper.  Chrift,  having  firft  fubdued  his  people 
by  his  grace,  waits  on  them  afterwards  to  their 
lives'  end. 

Mr.  Dod,  being  at  Holmby-houfe,  and  invited, 
by  an  honourable  perfonagc,.  to  fee  that  (lately 
building,  erefted  by  fir  Chriftopher  Hatton ;  he  de- 
fired  to  be  excufed,  and  to^  fit  ftill,  looking  on  a 
flower  which  he  held  in  his  hand  :  "  for,'*  faid  he, 
"  1  fee  more  of  God  in  this  flower,  than  in  all  the 
beautiful  edifices  in  the  world/* 

Dr,  Xjili  was  preaching,  fome  years  ago,  on  the 
natural  depravity  and  fpiritual  inability  of  man.  A 
gentleman,  who  heard  the  fermon,  was  greatly  of- 
fended; and,  taking  an  opportunity,  fome  time 
after,  calling  on  the  doftor,  told  him,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  he  had  degraded  that  noble  being,  man, 
apd  laid  him  much  too  low.  **  Pray,  fir,**  anfwered 
the  doftor,  "  how  much  do  you  think,  can  men 
contribute  toward  their  own  converfion  and  falva- 
tion  ?"  Man  can  do  fuch  and  fuch  things,  replied  the 
gentleman  ;  reckoning  up  a  whole  ftring  of  freewill- 
abilities.  "  And  have  you  done  all  this  for  your- 
felf  ?'*  faid  the  doftor.  Why  no,  I  cannot  fay  I 
have  yet,  but  I  hope  I  fhall  begin  foon.  "  If  you 
really  have  thefe  things,  in  your  power,'*  replied  the  ' 
dodtor,  "  and  have  not  done  them  for  yourfelf,  you 
deferve  to  be  doubly  damned  ;  and  are  but  ill  qua- 
lified to  ftand  up  for  that  imaginary  free-will,  which, 
according  to  your  own  confeffion,  has  done  you  fo 
little  good.  However,  after  you  have  made  your- 
felf 
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felf  fpiritually  whole  (if  ever  you  find  yourfelf  abte 
to  do  it),  be  kind  enough  to  come  and  let  me  know 
'  how  you  went  about  it  :  for  at  prefent,  I  know  but 
of  one  remedy  for  human  depravation,  namely,  the 
efficacious  grace  of  him,  who  worketh  in  men  both 
fo  will  and  to  do,  of  his  own  good  pleafure." 

Dr.  Gill,  preaching  a  charity  fermon,  fome  years 
fince,  concluded  thus  :  "  Here  are  prefent,  I  doubt 
liot,  perfons  of  divided  fentiments ;  fome  believing 
in  free-will,  and  fome  in  free  grace.  Thofe  of  you, 
^ho  are  free-willers  and  mcrit-mohgers,  will  give  to 
this  coUeftion  of  courfe,  for  the  fake  of  what,  you 
fuppofe,  you  will  get  by  it.  Thofe  of  you,  on*  the 
Other  hand,  who  expeft  falvation  by  grace  alone, 
will  contribute  to  the  prefent  charity,  out  of  love 
^nd  gratitude  to  God.  So,  between  free-will  and 
free  grace,  I  hope  we  (hall  have  a  good  coUeAion."' 

A  perfon  called,  fome  time  ago,  on  Mr.  Romame, 
and  complained  of  being  grievoully  diftreffed  and 
bowed  down  in  foul,  without  one  ray  of  comfort 
.  from  God.  Mr.  Romaine's  anfwer  was,  "  Do  you 
think  then,  that  no  perfons  go  to  heaven,  but  thofe 
that  have  comforts  ?'* 

Told  me  by  Mr.  Willet,  Nov.  14,  1769. 

The  Virgin  Mary  is  applied  to  by  Papifts,-  as  the 
giver  of  children.  I  (hould  rather  have  thought 
them  more  confiftent,  if  they  coAfidered  her  as  the 
patronefs  of  maids  and  batchelors. 

<  Euclid  (the  difciple  of  Socrates)  having  ofFendeS 
a. brother  of  his,  the  brother  cried  out  in  a  rage^ 
**  Let  me  die,  if  I  am  not  revenged  on  you,  .one 
time  or  other.'*  To  whom  Euclid  replied,  with  a 
fweetnefs  next  to  Chriftian,  "  And  let  me  die,  if  I 
do  not  foften  you  by  my  kindnefles,  and  make  yoii 
love  me  as  well  as  ever/' 

.      The 
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The  learned  Salmaiius  faid,  when  ou  his  .doatl^ 
bed,  "  Oh,  I  have  loft  a  world  of  tioie  \  If  pijf 
year  more  was  to  be  added  to  my  life,  it  Ibojiald  b9 
fpent  in  David's  Pfalms  and  Paul's  Epiftles.'* 

A  friend  of  Mr.  Dod*s  being  r^ifed,  from  a  meaj» 
eftate,  to  rpuch  worldly  greatnefs;  Mr-  Dod  feijl:  ! 
him  word,  that  *'  This  was  but  like  going  out  ot  j|  ^ 
boat  into  a  fliip;  and  he   (hould  remember^  that  • 
wjiile  be  w^s  in  the  world,  be  was  ftill  on  thp  fea/' 

Good  Mrs.  Wicks  of  Cambridge,  when  oji  he^ 
dying-bed,  requefted  her  family  to  pray  that  Go4^ 
would  ftay  his  hand;  **  I  a;n  fp  full  of  confolation/* 
faid  flue,  ^  that  the  frail  veflel  of  my  heart  can  holii 
po  more.  I  cannot  fuftain  the  divine  m^ijifeftatioA^ 
with  which  I  am  favoured.  Beg  of  the  Lord  to  mo^ 
derate  them,  until  I  get  out  of  the  body.** 

A  little  before  her  departure,  ftie  faid,  **  AH  th^ 
prgmifes,  thj^t^  daring  the  time  of  my  pilgrimage 
below,  have  been  fent  home  to  my  foul  at  difFerent 
feaforis,  are  now  given  me  together,  in  a  clufter,'* 

Told  me  by  her  daugh.ter,  Mrs.  G.  fenior,  Sepjt^ 

Mr.  Hervey,  being  in  company  with  a  perfo^ 
ivhowas  paying  him  fome  compliments  on  account: 
of  his  writings,  replied,  laying  his  hand  to  hi§ 
breaft,  "  O,  fir,  you  would  not  ftrike  the  fparks  .<3^ 
applaufe,  if  you  knew  ho'vvr  much  corrupt  tinder  I 
Jiave  within." 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cochlan  afking  a  lady,  in  thf 
neighbourhood  of  Norwich,  "  Whether  (he  kne]iy 
any  thing  of  Chrift  ?"  She  anfwered,  **  Yes,  fir  j;  f 
rerpember  that  I  once  faw  his  pifture." 

Told  me,  at  Norwich,  by  Mr.  Cochlan,  April  5, 
1776. 

A  gentlem^i© 
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A  gentleman  having  loft  a  favourite  fon,  faid, 
when  fome  friends  offered  their  condolences,  "  I 
t^rould  be  content,  was  it  poffible,  to  lofe  a  fon  every- 
day in  the  year,  might  I  but  be  favoured  with  fuch 
manifeftations  i)f  God's  prefcnce  and  love,  as  I  have 
experienced  on  the  prefent  occafion." 

Told  me  by  Dr.  Gifford,  Sept.  22,  1769. 

Mr.  Grimfliaw  (of  Yorklhire),  a  little  before  he 
expired,  faid,  to  Mr,  Venn,  "  I  am  as  happy,  as  it 
is  poffible  for  me  to  be,  on  earth  ;  and  am  as  certain 
of  my  falvation,  as  if  I  was  already  in  heaven." 

A  martyr  was  a&ed,  whether  he  did  not  love  his 
wife  and  children,  who  ftood  weeping  by  him? 
'**  Love  them  ?  yes  "  faid  he,  **  if  all  the  world  were 
gold,  and  at  my  difpofal,  I  would  give  it  all,  for  the 
fatisfadtipn  of  living  with  them,  though  it  were  in  a 
prifon.  Yet,  in  comparifon  of  Chrift,  I  love  them 
not." 

Bromiardus  mentions  an  apprentice,  who  had 
ierved  an  hard  mafter,  by  whom  he  had  often  been 
feverely  beaten.  Thefe  blows  and  rigorous  treat- 
pient  the  Lord  made  a  means  of  the  young  man's 
converfion.  Sometime  after,  lying  on  his  death- 
bed, he  got  hold  of  his  matter's  hands,  (who  ftood 
by),  and  kiffing  them,  faid.  Ha  mams.  perJuxerunt 
me  ad  parddifum ;  i.  e.  **  Thefe  hands  have  been  in- 
ftriimental  in  bringing  me  to  heaven." 

Good  old  Mr.  Peter  Higgins,  who  lately  departed  ta 
glory,  dwelt  much  in  the  light  of  God*s  countenance, 
and  walked  in  the  full  aifurance  of  faith.  Being 
alked,  whether  he  had  any  doubt  of  his  falvation  ? 
He  anfwered,  in  his  plain,  fimple  manner;  "  I  was 
bargained  for  in  eternity,  and  the  price  of  my  re- 
demption was  paid  above  1700  years  ago  :  then  why 
(hould  I  doubt  ?  I  have  nothing  left  to  doubt  of." 

Luther 
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Luther  had  this  paflage  in  his  laft  will  and  tefta*  y 
ment :  *^  Lord  God,  I  thank  thee,  for  that  thou  haft; 
been  pleafed  to  make  me  a  poor  and  indigent  man 
upon  earth,  I  have  neither  houfe,  nor  land,  nor 
jnoney,  to  leave  behind  me.  Thou  haft  given  me 
wife  aqd  children :  whom  I  now  reftore  to  thee. 
Lord,  nourilh,  teaoh,  and  preferve  them,  as  thou 
haft  me/* 

Mr.  Filher,  of  Norwich,  being,  fome  time  ago, 
dangeroufly  ill,  and  recovering  again,  faid,  to  a 
friend,  "  I  have  been  in  f\ill  view  of  the  harbour, 
and,  alas !  am  blown  back  again.'* 

Told  me  by  Dr.  Hunt,  of  Norwich,  Dec.  10, 1769. 

\'  I  know  myfclf  to  be  a  child  of  God,  and  an  heir 
of  glory,"  iaid  Mr.  Hart,  on  his  death-bed ;  add^ 
ing,  "Judas  was  loft,  that  the  Scripture, might  be 
fulfilled  :  but  the  Scripture  ^ould  not  be  fulfilled, 
if  I  fhould  not  be  faved.'' 

The  famous  Mr.  Bulftrode  Whitlock  (Lord  Chan- 
cellor, ambaflador  to  Sweden,  and  hiftorian)  ufed 
to  fay,  after  his  retirement  from  the  world  and  from 
public  bufmefs ;  "  My  religion  is,  to  have  the  good 
fpirit  of  God  in  my  heart." 


Paulinus,  when  they  told  him  that  the  Goths  had 
facked  Nola,  and  plundered  him  of  all  he  had ;  lift- 
ing up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  faid,  "  Lord,  thou 
knoweft  where  1  have  laid  up  my  treafure." 

To  fay  that  a  man,  now  in  a  ftate  of  grace,  may 
hereafter  perilh  eternally ;  is  to  fay,  that  God  ferves 
his  faints,  as  Edward  IV.  ferved  the  baftard  of  Fal- 
conbridge.  Edward  firft  pardoned  him,  and  then 
cut  off  his  head. 


In 
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in  feturiiing  from  St.  Nicholas's  church,  BriftoJ, 
l^ffcere  I  preached  this  afternoon ;  lady  Huntingdon 
faid  to  me,  "  You  have  dreffed  the  pharifees  to 
ptrrpofe.*' — 1  anfwefed,  "  My  wifti,  madam,  is,  not 
to  drefs  them,  but  to  tmdrefs  them/? 

Henry  I.  made  the  length  of  his  own  afm  a  ftand- 
fird  meafure  [fince  called  a  yard]  throughout  Eng- 
land r  Do  not  bigots  aft  much  the  fame  part,  in 
Iftattefs  of  religion  ? 

'  WencellaUs,  king  of  Bohemia,  after  the  defeat 
fthd  flight  of  his  army,  being  himfelf  taken  captive 
by  the  enemy,  was  afked,  how  he  did  ?  His  anfwer 
Was,  "  Never  better.  While  I  had  all  my  army 
libout  me,  I  could  find  but  little  time  to  think  on 
God  5  whereas,  now,  being  ftript  of  all  earthly  de- 
jpendeficies,  I  think  on  God  alone,  and  betake  myfelf 
tybolly  to  his  providence**' 

A  good  woman,  m  much  pain  of  body,  lately 
faid,  "  Though  I  groan,  I  do  not  grumble." 

*•  I  had  rather  do  the  leaft  truly  good  work,'*  faid  * 
Ltithefy   "  than  obtain  all  the  conquefts  of  Csefar 
and  Alexander/* 

Anaxagoras,  the  Ionian,  being  afked,  to  what  end 
\it  was   born,  replied,  "  To  contemplate  the  furi, 
fnddn,  and  ikies.*' — Had   he  been  a  Chriftian,  he 
Would  have  anfwered,  "  To  glorify  God,  and  to  be  ^ 
glorified  by  him.** 

A  painter,  going  to  take  the  picture  of  Helena, 
finding  himfelf  not  able  to  draw  her  beauty  to  the 

life,  drew  her  face  covered   with  a  vail. Much 

more,  when  we  fpeak  of  God's  excellencies,  muft 
We  draw  a  vail. 

A  good 
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A  good  man,  who  died,  fome  years  ago,  at  Cam.- 
bridge,  faid,  in  his  laft  hour,  "  I  ufed  to  fe^r  th§ 
river  of  death  :  I  thought  it  deep,  but  I  find  it  fliaU 
Jew  :  and  it  is  no  burden  to  me  to  go  over.** 

Some  of  Dr.  Doddridge's  laft  words  w6re,  "  Tb« 
beft  5 rayer  I  ever  offered  up  in  my  life  deferves 
damnation." 

Told  me  by  Mr.  Ryland,    at  London,  Jun^, 
1774- 

Doftor  Cotton  Mather,  on  his  death-bed,  ^x» 
prefTed  himfelf  thus  :  "  I  am  not  afraid  to  die:  if  I 
was,  I  fliould  difgrace  my  Saviour.  I  am  in  hi§ 
hand,  where  no  ill  can  befall  me," 

A  certain  philofopher  once  alked  a  Chriftian, 
f'  Where  is  God  ?"— The  Chriftian  anfwered,  "Let 
pae  firll  alk  of  yoy,  3vhere  he  is  not  ?" 

A  certain  Jew  had  formed  a  defign  to  poifon  Li|? 
ther?  but  was  happily  difappointed,  by  a  faithful 
friend,  who  Tent  Luther  a  pifture  of  the  man,  witl> 
a  warning  to  take  heed  of  fuch  a  perfon,  when  h^ 
faw  him.  By  "this,  Luther  knew  the  murderer,  and 
efcaped  his  hands. — Thus  the  word  of  God,  O 
Chriftian,  fhews  thee  the  face  of  thofe  lufts,  wiiicli 
Satan  employs  to  butcher  thy  comforts  and  poifoii 
thy  foul,     Hereby,  faith  Divid,    "  is  thy  fervaut 

warned,"  Pfalm  xix.  1 1 . 

« 

The  Rev.  Mr.  William  Law,  who  was  a  profeft 
and  very  able  myftic,  and  who  had  gone  great  lengthy 
in  aflferting  the  antichriftian  doftrine  of  juftificatioii 
by  works ;  was,  fo  far  as  concerns  that  article,  brough| 
to  a  better  mind,  by  the  grace  of  God,  before  he  wa| 
taken  hence. 

Being  on  his  death-bed,  and  the  turn  of  the  con^ 
Verfation  leading  him  ta  fpeak  about  confidence  in 

gcod 


^8o     Anecdotes,^  Incidemj  and  Hijlmc  PaJJages. 

good  works,  he  delivered  himfclf  in  thefe  words,  a 
very  (hort  time  before  he  expired  : 

"  Away  with  thofe  filthy  rags !  A  fire  is  now 
kindled  in  my  foul"  [laying  his  hand  to' his  breaft], 
**  which  fliall  bum,  to  the  praife  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to 
all  eternity.'* 

Good  Mr.  Wilcox  [author  of  A  Word  to  Saints 
and  Sinners]  ufed  to  wi(h,  if  it  were  God's  will, 
that  his  death  might  be  fudden  :  and  the  Lord  gave 
him  his  defire.  His  ufual  faying  was,  "  Sudden 
death,  fudden  glory/*  Which  words  were  his 
epitaph,  on  his  tomb  in  Bunhill  Fields* 

One  Mr.  Barber  (an  anceftor  of  that  Mr.  Barbcl^ 
who,  about  the  year  1 720,  officiated  as  minifter  of  a 
diffenting  congiegation,  at  Burntwood,  in  Eflex), 
being  a  Proteftanty  was,  in  the  reign  of  bloody  queen 
Mary,  condemned  to  the  flames.  The  morning  oi 
execution  arrived.  The  intended  martyr  walked  to 
Smithfield,  and  was  bound  to  the  ftake.  The  fag- 
Kits  were  piled  round  him,  and  the  executioner  only 
waited  for  the  word'of  command  to  apply  the  torch, 
Juft  in  this  crifis,  tidings  cam6  of  the  queen's 
$cath  :  which  obliged  the  officers  to  flop  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  refpite  the  prifoner's  fentence,  until 
the  pleafUre  of  the  new  queen  [[Elizabeth]  fhould  Bq 
knowii. 

In  memory  of  fo  providential  a  deliverance,  by 
which  the  good  man  was,  literally,  as  a  bran(J  pluck- 
ed from  the  burning ;  he  was  no  fooner  releafed  from 
his  imprifonment  and  troubles,  than  he  had  a  pic- 
ture made,  of  queen  Elizabeth,  decorated  round 
with  fignificaht  ornaments:  and  ordered,  in  his 
will,  that  the  pifture  (hould  be  tranfmitted  down, 
for  a  memoriartd  future  times,  in  theeldeft  branch  of 
his  family ;  where  (fays  Mr.  Whifton,  from  whom 
the  above  account  is  extradted)  it  is  preferved  to  this 
day*    See  Whifton*s  Memoirs,  vol,  i.  p.  295* 

The 
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The  late  duke  of  Newcaftle  (viz.  thfe  old,  whig 
duke)  had  been  the  inftrament  of  making  mora 
bifhops,  than  any  other  courtier  of  that  tirtie*  Oil 
his  being  difcarded  by  a  fucceeding  fovereign^  it  W^ft 
remarked  to  his  grace,  by  a  nobleman  who  was  in* 
timate  with  him,  that  "all  his  biftiops,  except 
one"  [viz.  Dr.  Johnfon  late  bilhop  of  WorCefter]^ 
♦*  had  forfaken  his  levee."  To  whom  the  duke  an* 
fwered,  "  I  do  not  wonder  at  it,  my  lord:  for,  of  all 
people  in  the  world,  no  men  are  fo  apt  to  forget 
their  Maker  as  the  biChops." — (How  fm^rt !  but^ 
at  the  fame  time,  how  palpably  unjuft),  Was  the  |)ro- 
phane  remark ! 

Mr.  Dodd  having  preached  from  that  i^^i^  **  ,0 
woman,  great  is  thy  faith,  be  it  unto  thee  even  t& 
thou  wilt;*'  he  afterwards  told  fome  women.  Who 
were  at  dinner  with  him,  "  It  is  an  ufual  faying, .  let 
a  woman  have  her  will,  and  (he  will  be  quiet.  Now, 
the  certain  way  for  a  woman  to  have  her  will,  is  to  have 
&  Urong  faith,  and  to  pray  as  the  woman  did  iii  the 
gofpel/' 

Ariftides,  a  profefTed  heathen,  would  lend  but  one 
ear  to  any  who  accufed  an  abfent  party,  and  ufed  to 
hold  his  hand  on  the  other  :  intimating,  that  he  re^ 
ferved  an  ear  for  the  party  accufed. 

See  Mrs.  Sarah  Wight's  Experience,  p-  68 • 

In  the  late  war  between  Ruflia  and  the  Pofte^r 
a  fmall  fleet  of  the  former  was  met  in  the  Biaclc 
Sea,  by  a  much  larger  one  belonging  to  the  latter** 
The  Turkifli  commander,  obferving  his  own  fii* 
periority,  fent  a  polite  mefJage^  or  fummons  to  the 
Ruffian,  advifing  him  to  furrender,  fince  all  fefift* 
ance  would  be  rafll  and  fruitlefs.  To  which  the 
gallant  officer  made  this  reply  :  "  That  ftirrenderirig 
was  not  in  his  commiffion,  but  fighting;  and  that 
he  might  come  on  as  faft  as  he  pleafed,  for  he  Wa^ 
ready  for  him.'*    This  refoltite  anfwef  being  fecoftd^ 

Vol.  IVt(i8.)  N  ftd 
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cd  by  a  fuitable  conduft,  the  Turkifb  fleet,  after  a^ 
fbort  but  fmart  engagement,  was  obliged  to  (heer  oflT 
Tvith  lofs.— -Chriftian  reader,  aa  ufeful  animating^ 
hint  tQ  you  and  me :  let  us  go  and  do  likewife,^ 
James  iv.  7.  i  Tim  vi.  12.. 

In  the  reign  of  CharksII.  one  Blood  attempted  ta 
fteal  the  crowns  and,  inftead  of  being  hanged  for  it^ 
had  a  pcnfion  fettled  tJpon  him  by  that  prince. 

Naturally*  we  arc  all  crown-ftealers,.  We  rob 
J5od  p£  the  glory,  fkecnefs,  and  unchang.eablenefs  of 
his  decrees;  we  are  for  robbing  Chrlft,  ^  much  as  ia 
us  ires,  of  the  praife  of  our  falvation^  and  rob  the 
fpirit,  of  his  efficacy,  by  exalting  otx  own  free-wilK 
Yet  many  rebels,  who  have  done  ilmy,  many,  who. 
have  done  all  they  could  to  uncrown  and  dethrone 
the  whole  Trinity  5  are  endued,  afterwards,  witb 
grace,  and  made  partakers  of  God*s  kingdom.    . 

I  have  heard  of  a  man,  ^Vho,  being  in  Wales,, 
went,  out  of  mere  whim,  ta  hear  a  Welfti  fermon. 
He  did  not  underftand  a  finglii  fentdnce  that  was 
fpoken:  and  yet  the  power  of  God's  fpirit  was  fa 
eminently  prcfent,  that  the  man  was  converted  un- 
der that  difcourfe.  Can  there  be  a  ftronger  proof* 
that  the  wotk  of  converfion  is  the  work  of  God 
only  ? 

In  the  laft  century,  an  Afiatic  Jew,  'named  Sab- 
'batei-Sevi,  pretended  to  be  the  Meffiah,  and  to 
work  miracles.  Being  brought  befdre  the  Tufkifh 
emperor,  that  prince  told  him,  "  he  would  have  him 
ftrippcd  naked,  and  {hot  at  with  arrows  :  and,  if  he 
proved  invulnerable,  he  would  acknowledge  him  for 
the  perfon  he  pretended  to  be."  The  impoftor  felL 
on  his  knees,  and  begged  he  might  not  be  put  to  fo 
violent  a  teft. — Arminianifm  profefles  itfelf  to  be  the 
true  fyftem.  But  ftripped  and  (hot  at  with  the  ar- 
rows of  reafon  and  God's  word,  and  it  foon  appears 
to  be  an  impofture.  > 

Some* 
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;  Somfetimes,  there  were  more  kings,  than  one,  at 
Sparta,  who  governed  by  pint  atithority.  A  king 
was  occafionally  fentj  to  fome  neighbouring  ftatfe,  in 
eharacfter  of  *a  Spartan  ambaflador.  Did  he,  wheil 
fo  fent^  ceafe  to  be  a  king  of  Sparta,  becaufe  he  was 
alfo  an  ambaffador  ?  No :  he  did  not  diveft  himfelf 
of  his  regal  dignity ;  But  only  added  to  it  thlt  of 
public  deputation.  Sb  Chrift,  in  becoming  man* 
did  not  ceafe  to  be  God }  biit,  though  he  evet  was 
and  ftill  continued  to  be;  king  of  the  whole  creation, 
adted  as^  the  voluntary  feiVant  and  meflenger  of  the 
Father. 

The  iMe  eleAor  imd  biriidp  of  Gologiit  wis  par- 
ticularly addided  to  huntings  and  kept  a  great  num* 
ber  of  fine  horfcs  and  excellent  dogs*  An  intimate 
friend  took  the  freedom,  one  day^  to  reprefent  to 
him,  "  that  it  was  rather  unbecoming  a  bifhop  to 
devote  fo  much  of  his  time  and  affection  and  re- 
venues to  the  fports  of  the  field.**—"  I  hunt"  (re- 
plied the  cleftor),  **  not  as  bilhop,  but  as  prince, 
of  Cologne.''— "  Be  it  fo'V (rejoined  his  friend); 
**  but  if  the  prince  fliould  break  his  neck,  whit  would 
become  of  the  bi(hop  ?** 

I  would  give  this  hint  a  farther  improvement.  If 
a  profeffing  minifter  of  Chrift  (hould  go  to  hell,  what 
would  become  of  the  man  ? 

;  A  gentlewoman,  ^Vho.  lived  a  little  way  out  of 
Brighthelmftone,  dreamed,  that  a  tali  lady,  dreffed 
in  fuch  and  fuch  a  manner,  would  come  to  that 
town,  and  be  an  inftrumeht  of  doing  much  good* 
—About  three  years  after  this  dream,  lady  Hun^ 
tingdon  went  down  thither  (on  account  of  her 
youngei*  fon's  health,  who  was  ordered  by  his  phy- 
ficians  to  bathe  in  the  fea).  One  day,  her  ladyftiip 
met  this  gentlewoman  in  the  ftreetj  who,  feeing  the 
count'efs^  made  a  full  ftop,  and  faid,  *'  O  madam, 
■ '  ,  N  a  yott 
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you  are  come!" Lady  H.  was  furprized  at  the 

oddity  of  fuch  an  addrefs  from  an  abfolute  ftranger, 
and  thought,  at  firft,  that  the  woman  was  not  in  her 
fenfes.  What  do  you  know  of  me  ?  faid  the  coun- 
ted.— "  Madam,'*  returned  the  former,  *<  Ifawyou^ 
in  a  dream,  three  years  ago,  drcft  juft  as  you  now 
are :"  and  related  the  whole  of  what  (he  had  dream- 
ed.— This  very  perfon  was,  in  confequence  of  this 
acquaintance  with  lady  H.  converted  in  a  few  weeks  5 
and  died,  in  the  triumph  of  faith,  about  a  year  after. 
—The  refult  of  lady  Huntingdon's  vifit  to  Bright* 
helmftonc  was,  the  founding  of  that  chapel  there, 
which  has  been  fince  blcft  to  the  converfioo  of  fa 
many  fouls. 

Told  me,  by  lady  Huntingdon,  at  Trevecka, 
this  evening,  Auguft  30,  1776. 

Our  Henry  IV.  ufed  to  keep  his  crown  by  him^ 
on  his  bolfter,  while  he  llept.  Being,  once,  very  ill> 
•and  falling  into  a  deep  lleep,  bis  attendants  fuppofed 
•him  dead:  on  which,  his  eldeft  foil  came  and  took 
•the  crown  away.  The  king,  waking,  unexpe<9:edly 
•miffed  his  crown,  and  enquired  what  was  become  of 
it :  when  his  Ion  brought  it  again,  and  reftored  it 
on  his  bended  knee. 

Man  is,  by  nature,  in  a  deep  fleep ;  a  fleep  of 
spiritual  infenfibility  and  death.  He  knows  not 
that  the  crown  is  fallen  from  his  head :  but,  when 
awakened  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  he  at  once  miffes  his 
crown,  and  enquires  after  it  at  the  throne  of  grace. 
And,  as  furely  as  he  feels  his  lofsof  it,  and  befeeches 
God  to  reftore  it,  fo  furejy  fliall  it  be  given  bini 
again. 

The  late  lord  Huntingdon  (who  was  remarkable 
for  having  hardly,  ever  dreamt  in  his  life)  dreanfied, 
one  night,  that  jieath,  in  the  appearance  of  a  Ikele- 
ton,  flood  at  the  bed's  footj  and,  after  (landing  a 
while/untucked  the  bed-cloaths,  at  the  bottom,  and 
'     •  '  crept 
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tttpt  up  to  the  top  of  the  bed  (undef  the  cloaths) 

.  and  lay  between  him  and  his  lady.     His  lordOiip 

told  bis  dream,  in  the  morning,   to  the  countefs ; 

whoafFeaedto  makelightofit:  but  the  earl  died, 

.in  about  a  fortnight  after. 

Told  me,  by  the  countefs,  at  Rumford,  Efiex, 
April  12,  1776. 

I  was,  this  evening,  after  preaching  at  St.  Bride*$, 
in  company  with  one  Mr.  Richards :  who,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  converfation,  told  me,  that  fome  years 
ago,  when  he  was  under  his  firft  awakenings,  and 
had  but  an  impdrfeft  View  of  thegofpel  plan,  he 
had  been,  for  a  confiderable  time,  exercifed  with 
various  doubts  concerning  the  abfolute  freenefs  of 
falvation :  his  unbelief  perpetually  fuggefting,  that 
he  miift  do  fomething,  as  a  condition  of  juftification. 
While  in  this  ftate  of  embarraffment  and  legal  dif- 
trefs,  he  dreamed,  one  night,  that  he  was  in  com- 

Eany  with  Mary  Magdalen;  and  that  (he  addrcfled 
im  to  this  efFedt :  You  are  in  doubt,  whether  fal- 
vation is  abfolutely  free.  Look  at  me.  Confider 
my  cafe.  And  then  doubt  the  abfolute  freenefs  of 
falvation,  it  you  can.  This  dream  had  fo  happy  an 
efFeft,  that  Mr.  Richards  waked  perfeftly  fatisfied 
about  this  great  point ;  and  has  not  had  a  doubt 
concerning  it  fince.  London,  Dec.  31,  1775. 

Zeuxis  is  faid  to  have  painted  a  pidure  of  an  old 
woman  fo  very  hymoroufly,  that,  when  finiflied,  it 
threw  him  into  fuch  an  exceffive  fit  of  laughter  as 
proved  his  death. — How  many  pharifees  have  fallen  in 
love  with  their  ownfuppofed  works  of  righteoufnefs 
(as  Narciffus  with  himfelf ),  and  defcended  to  everlaft- 
ina  death,  amid  all  the  falfe  complacency  of  felf-ad* 
miration!  See  Ifai.  1.  11. 

A  fellow-traveller  of  mine  (one  Mr.  Fry),  with 
whom  I  went,  laft  month,  through  Doffetfliire,  and 

'   s    '      •  N  3       .  who 


who  has  been  fevcral  voyages  to  Qiina ;  told  me  of 
^  people  called  Lafcara  [by  a  flight  tranfpolition, 
rafcals^,  who  are  extraordinary  gQQ4  feamea,  in  fine 
weather,  and  out  of  an  eng^empnt :  but,  if  once  ^ 
^orm  s^vifes,  or  the  veflel  is  attaQi$;ed  by  an  eneiny^ 
dowi)  thefe  Lafcars  go,  into  the  hold,  and  under  the 
hatches;  and  will  fuflfef  tbemfelves  to  be  funk, 
killed,  or  taken,  rather  than  either  ftght,  or  work  the 
(hip.  No  threats  or  entreaties  will  induce  thecQ. — 
Such  are  hjjf  the  prpfeflors  of  the  Chriftiaq  name* 
Broad  H<pmbury,  i\ug.  x8^  i^yq, 

Mr,  Ohtn  (born  ne?^r  Riga)  tpld  me  tp  day,  th^t 
he  loves  England  better  than  his  native  coiinjry,  bgT 
caufe  he  had  only  hi§  naturaj  birth  there  j  ^befeas^ 
bere>  he  was  born  again  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 

J^ondon,  July  13,  1776, 

Mr,  Ghorlton,  who  returned  to,  town  from  the 
North,  laft  night,  called  on  me  this  mprning  (Oft. 
25,  1769),  and  tojd  me,  that  he  has  reafon  to  think 
that  his  miniftry  has  been  ble^  to  awakening  his 
aged  father.  Preaching,  yery  lately,  on  Ezeki^l 
xxxyii.  9e  the  old  man  was  fo  ajTefted  under  his 
ibn*s  difcourie,  as  to  acknowledge,  with  tears;  **  I 
have  been  eighty-fix  years  in  the  wqrld ;  and  have 
never  liyed  to  God  a  mon^ent  of  the  time."— Thus 
gface  can  m^ke  a  father  tl^e  fpiritual  fon  of  his 
pwi}  child  I 

Mr.  Heard,  very  lately,  heard-Dr,  M-- preach. 

Afterwards,  the  doftpr  afked  hini  how  he  liked  his 
fermon  ?  ?*  Like  it,"  faid  Mr.  Heard,  ^*  why,  fir, 
I  have  liked  aqd  admired  it  thefe  twenty  years.'* 
The  doftor  ftared,  ^  Upon  that  flielf,'*  added  Mr, 
H.  f*  you  will  find  it  verbatim.  Mr,  Boehn;  was 
an  excellent  preacher." 

T0I4  me  by  Mr,  Heard^  06t,  1769, 
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f*  Mjr  friefid  Heard  is  a  bookfejlier :  and  book- 
jfeUers  are,  fometimes,  dangerous  hearers,  when  a 
pmcber  d^als  in  borrowed  iermons. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Thomas  Walfli,  who  died  in  tht 
year  1759,  had  been,  during  his  health,  a  great  af- 
ferter  of  free-will  and  perfeftion.  In  his  lalt  illnefe 
(which  was  a  very  Joog  one)  I  faw  him  frequently. 
It  was  hardly  poffible  for  any  created  being  to  fuffer, 
on  this  fide  eternity,  more  pain  of  body,  or  more 
dreadful  darknefs  wd  diftreTs  of  foul.  JHis  bowels 
literally  came  away  from  him,  by  piece-meal.  And 
the  Lord  did  not  give  him  fo  mucb  as  one  ray  of 
Ipiritual  comfort,  for  eight  or  nine  months.  He 
was  indeed  led  throu^  a  mofl  tremendous  wilder- 
nefs  of  horrors.  In  this  awful  and  difconfolate  ftate 
(though  he  had,  for  many  years  before,  been  favour- 
ed with  affurance  of  intereft  in  Chrift)  he  continued, 
until  about  half  a  minute  before  his  death.  Ail  was 
darknefi;  even  darknefs  that  might  be  felt.  "  I  now 
feel,"  faid  he,  "  the  truth  of  our  Lord's  words, 
Without  me  ye  c3Ji  do  nothing.'*  But,,  juft  before 
he  expired,  the  Holy  Ghoft  fliined  in  upon  his  foul. 
His  laft  words  were,  •*  He  is  come,  he  is  come,  he 
is  come!  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  lam  his." 

There  is  a  remarkable  fifti,  called  Jthe  torpedo, 
which,  ti^e  moment  it  touches  the  bait,  communi- 
cates fuch  a  numbnefs  to  the  filherman's  arm  who 
holds  the  rod,  that  be  has  hardly  any  command  of 
it.' — What  the  torpedo  is  to  the  fi(her,  that  tl^c 
world  is  to  a  child  of  God. 

I  have  read  of  a  great  commander,  who,  being  ex- 
tremely tormented  with  thirft,  fold  himfclf  and  his 
army  into  the  cne^iies  hands,  for  a  draught  of  cold 
water:  which  when  he  had  drank,  he  repented,  and 
faid,*  "  O  quanium  ob  quaniillumr*  i.  e.  "  How  very 

N  4  little 
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little  is  that^  for  whi<;h.I  have  parted  with  fo  tery 
much!"  > 

Believers  may  adopt  the  fame  words,  though  in  a 
hx  different  fenfe :  '^  Oh,  bow  much  grace  and  hap* 
pinefs  have  I  got,  by  a  little  thir(tii^3,  a  little  truft'* 
jngin  JefusChriftr* 

Mr.  Chaftanier  was,  fome  years  j^o,  in  great  tem« 
poral  difBculties  and  diftrefles.  One  night,  falling 
a  fleep  with  an  heavy  heart,  he  dreamt  that  he  was 
walking  over  a  very  rough  country,  exceedingly  fa>- 
tigued.  At  laft,  his  progrefs  was  flopped  by  a  wide 
river,  whofe  waves  were  agitated  by  a  violent  florm. 
Pafs  over  it,  he  muft ;  but  how,  he  knew  not.  After 
walking  up  and  down  the  fide  of  theboiflerousftream, 
in  hope  of  being  able  to  ftnd  a  fordabie  place,  he  at 
laft  difcovered  a  very  old  and  battered  boat,  with  a 
grave  man  fitting  in  it :  who  faid  to  him,  •*  Young 
man,  you  are  in  great  d iftrcfs about pafling  this  river; 
flep  into  this  boat,  and  I  will  engage  to  convey  you 
fafely  over,'^  In  he,  accordingly,  went.  The  ftrean^ 
immediately  grew  fmooth  and  placid^  and  thcv  got 
foon  and  fafe  to  the  other  fide.  On  quitting  the  Doat, 
be  thought  he  turned  and  looked  very  carneltly  on  the 
perfon  that  had  done  him  this  kindnefs;  and  it 
flruck  him,  that  it  muft  be  Chrift.  "  Lord,"  faid 
be,  ^*  is  it  thou  ?—"  Yes,"  a^fwered  his  friend,  **  it 
is  I :  and  be  of  good  cheer,  for  I  will  never  leave 
.  thee  nor  forfake  thee." — On  waking,  it  was  fo  im- 
prcffed  upon  his  mind,  that  the-  boat  was  emble- 
matic of  his  faith :  which,  for  a  confiderable  time 
before,  had  been  very  weak  and  battered  indeed .-r* 
Soon  after,  Piyinp  Providence  gave  a  profperoys  turn 
\Q  bis  affairs. 

Told  me,  by  Mr.  Chaftanier  himfelf^  at  Lon? 
don,  this  day,  May  1 1  j^  1 7 76, 

The  famous  Dr.  Man  ton  was  appointed,  on  fomq 
public  qccafion,  to  preach  before  the  jt^ord  Mayor 

and 
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and  Aldermen  of  London.  His  fermon  was  learned^ 
ingenious,  and  eloquent.  As  he  was  returning  ho^e^ 
a  plain  old  gentleman  pulled  htm  by  the  coat,  and 
defired  to  fpeak  with  him.  The  dodtor  ilopt,  and 
the  ftranger  began :  "  I  was  one  of  your  auditorjr 
to-day  :  I  went  to  be  fed  with  the  gofpel,  as  ufual; 
but  have  returned  empty.  Dr.  Manton  was  not 
.  Dr.  Manton  this  morning.  There  was,  indeed,  much 
of  the  dodor,  of  the  florid  and  learned  man,  in  tl^ 
difcourfe;  but  little  or  nothing  of  Jefus  Chrift:  it 
was,  in  fliort,  no  fermon  to  me." — ^^  Sir,"  anfwered 
the  dodtor,  "if  I  have  not  preached  tp  you,  you 
have  now  preached  a  good  fermon  to  me :  fuch  as, 
I  truft,  I  (hall  never  forget,  but  be  the  better  for, 
^  lopg  as  I  live." 

Told  me  by  Dr.  Gifford,  Od.  21,  1769^ 

During  the  Auto-de-Fe's  at  Lifbon,  thp  prieftj 
who  attended  ufed  to  ehaunt  a  number  of  pfalms : 
which  occafioned  the  following  remark  of  Voltaire, 
jn  the  charadter  of  a  Jew ;  "  Thefe  pretended 
Chriftians  add  to  their  hardlhip  of  our  perfecution, 
by  finging  our  own  pfalms  while  they  are  burning  us 
to  death;" — May  not  the  obfervation  be  accommo- 
dated to  thofe  bafe  profeflbrs,  or,  rather,  difgracers, 
of  the  Chriftian  name,  who  confefs  Chrift  with  their 
mouths^  and,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  put  him  to  open 
(hame  in  their  practice  ? 

Mr.  Northcote*s  uncle  ferved-,  as  an  officer  under 
Jcing  William,  at  the  battle  of  Landen,  in  1693 ; 
when  the  Englifli  and  Confederates,  being  over- 
powered by  numbers,  were  forced  to  retreat :  at  which 
time,  my  friend's  gallant  kinfman  above-mentioned, 
forded  the  river  (the  river  Geet,  if  I  miftake  not) 
with  his  bible  in  one  hand,  and  his  drawn  fword  in 
.  the  other. — In  much  fuch  a  manner  do  the  faithful 
minifters  of  God  pafs  through  life. 
,  *  1  old  me,  by  Mr.  Northcote,  at  Broad  Hem- 
bury,  Auguft  17,  1770. 

Zeuxis 
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Zeuxis  painted  fome  gcapes  in  fo  natural  a  m^m* 
Iter,  that  the  birds  flew  to  the  pifture,  and  pecked 
at  the  fruit.  What  are  the  pleafures  of  fin,  but 
painted  grapes,  which,  beheld  through  the  delufive 
'medium  of  Satan's  colouring;  appeaF  to  be  re^l, 
ivhile,  in  fad,  they  are  empty  and  void  and  wafte  I 

Lady  Huntingdon,  being  once  at  Tunbridge, 
ft&ed  a  poor  man's  daughter,  ^^  Whether  (he  tciok 
any  thought  for  her  foul  T'  The  young  woman  an- 
(U'cred,.  "  I  never  knew  that  I  had  a  foul."  **  Kd 
your  mojther  call  on  me  fo  day,"  replied  the  eoun- 
tefs.  When  the  old  woman  came,  my  lady  laid  to 
her,  ♦*  How  is  it  that  your  daughter  is  fixteen  years 
of  age,  and  does  not  know  that  (he  has  a  fguli** 
The  woman  anfwcrcd,  <*  In  troth,  my  lady,  I  have 
fo  much  care  upon  me,  to  find  my  daughter  in  food 
and  doaths  for  her  body,  that  I  have  no  time  to  talk 
to  her  about  her  foul.'^ 

Told  me,  by  lady  Huntingdon,  at  Norwich, 
April  5,  1776. 

To  the.above  inftance,  I  add  two  others,  which 
occurred  to  me  myfelf ;  and  both  at  Bl^don;  in 
Somerfetftiire,  which  was  my  firft  curacy.  Old  far- 
mer Vouls  once  faid  to  me,  "  Sir,  you  preach  about 
faith,  and  fay  a  great  deal  concerning  it :  pray,  what 
is  faith  ?"  I  anfwered,  **  What  is  your  idea  of  it  ?" 
He  replied,  "  I  fuppofe  it  to  be  the  ten  command- 
ments." 

Old  Mr.  Robert  Clarke,  on  my  mentioning  to 
him  (in  his  laft  ficknefs)  the  ncceffity  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft's  influence,  anfwered,  "  I  fuppofe,  fir,  that 
the  Holy  Ghofl  was  a  good  man,  who  lived  a  great 
while  ago." 

When  Dr.  Gill  firfl  wrote  againft  Dr.  Abraham 
Taylor,  fome  friends  of  the  latter  called  on  the  for- 
mer, and  difiuaded  him  from  going  on;  urging^ 
among  other  things,  that  Gill  y5ro\Jd  lofe  the  efteem, 

and. 
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fUldf  of  courfe,  the  fiibfcriptions,  of  fome  wealthy 
perfons  wj;io  were  Taylor's  friends.  '*  Do  nqt  tell  me 
jof  lofing/'  faid  Gill}  "  J  value  nothing,  in  poippari-r 
fon  of  gofpel-truths,     I  ain  not  afraid  (o  be  ppor/* 
Told  me  by  Mr.  Ryland, 

King  Darius  (in  a  me^l^e  to  Alexander  the 
Great)  is  faid  to  have  ftiled  hinjfelf,**  brother  to  the 
(un  and  moon,  ^iid  partncr^ith  the  ftars."  Yet 
were  thefe  fwelling  words  of  vanity,  downright  hu* 
utility,'  when  conip^red  with  the  fpiritual  madneis 
and  pride  pf  thofe,  who  tn|fting  in  their  own 
righteoufnefs,  fet  themfelves  up  for  partners  and 
coadjutors  w}th  the  Soq  of  God  in  the  bufinefs  of 
j)iflificatioQ. 

Lady  Huntingdon  once  alked  a^nother  lady,  in 
Leicefterfliire,  **  Whether  fhe  knew  who  it  was  that 
redeemed  her  ?'^  receiyed  for  anfwer>  "  Yes,  ma* 
,dam,  I  know  very  well,  who  it  was  that  redeemed 
pip ;  it  was  Pontius  Pilate.** 

ToM  me,  by  lady  JEiuntingdon,  at  Norwich, 
April  5,  1776. 

Mr.  CHRISTOPHER  LOVE's  Prophecy. 

[Go/nmunicated  to  me,  at  London^  this  day, 
pec.  /i3,  1775,  by  Dr.  GiflTord. 

W;  Hqw  far  the  predictions  are  juft,  I  cannot 
takcy  upoa  me  to  fay;  but  I  infert  them  here,  on 
acciiunt  of  their  being  very  remarkable,  and  the 
prcxiviaioo  of  fp  fcnfible  and  devout  a  man  as  Mr. 
X.Qfve.] 

/  ^*  A  fliort  work  of  the  Lord's  in  the  latter  age  of 
t^e  world.  Great  earthquakes,  and  commotions  by 
^a  and  land,  (hall  be  in  the  year  1779. 

'  f*  Great  wars,  in  Germany  and  America,  1780. 

"The 
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"  The  deftruftion  of  Popery,  or  Babylon*s  jFalt, 
in  1790, 

**  God  will  be  known  by  many,  in  1795.  Thi^ 
will  produce  a  great  man. 

**  The  ftars  will  wander,  and  the  moon  turn  as 
Uood,  in  ifoo.  Africa,  Afia,  and  Amerka,  wiH 
tremble,  in  i803, 

*•  A  great  earthquake  over  the  whole  world,  in 

"  God  will  be  univerfally  known  by  alL  Thea 
general  reformation,  and  peace  for  ever.  The  people 
fliall  learn  war  no  more.  Happy  is  the  man  that 
Jiveth  to  fee  this  day/' 

Omnia  penes  Deum* 

O    M«    E    N    S, 

Or  at  Icaft  incidents  which  carry  that  appear* 
«!ce,  are  not  always  rcgardable.  The  gallant  Epami- 
Jiondas,  a  little  before  the  battle  of  Leu6fera,  on  be- 
ing told,  that  feveral  inaufpicious  omens  /eemed  to 
portend  bad  fuccefs  ;  nobly  anfwered,  in  a  celebrat* 

TO  Verie  of  JriOmer,  *£»?  ©w;*^  «^*r^  UiMmv^M  ^^  var^n  • 

J*  Cc  The  beft  omen  we  can  have,  is,  to  fight  man- 
fully for  our  country.  When  William  the  NArman, 
commonly  termed  William  the  Conqueror,  waslland- 
ing  on  the  Suffex  coaft,  his  foot  flipped,  and  h^  fell 
to  the  ground.  One  of  his  foldiers  gave  the  incident 
a  very  courtly  turn,  by  crying  out,  with  a  loud  vdke, 
"  Joy  to  you,  fir !  you  have  already  taken  poflelfion 
of  England/*  A  (hort  time  after^  when  the  falne 
prince  was  arming  himfelf  for  the  battle  of  Haftin^s, 
he  perceived,  that,  in  his  hurry,  he  had  put  on  hh 
coat  of  mail  the  lower  fide  uppermoft :  but,  infteid 
of  (hewing  any  fymptoms  of  luperfl:itious  difcoura^- 
ment,  he  chearfuUy  faid  to  his  attendants.  By  tlm!  I 

prognofticate, 


Anecdotes^  Incidents^  and  Hiftoric  PaJJages*     i ^rj 

prognofticate,  that  my  dukedom  is  turned  into  a 
kingdom.  Julius  Caefar  (if  I  rightly  remember  the 
perlon)  is  reported  to  have  falleh,  in  landing  on  the 
Ihore  of  Africa  *.  and  left  his  followers  (hould  be  dif- 
heartened  by  fo  unfavourable  a  beginning,  he  tnxxi^ 
ed  it  off  with  faying,  **  Thus,  Africa,  do  I  embrace 
thee.*'  When  our  king  William  III,  while  prince  of 
Orange,  failed  the  firft  time,  with  a  large  Dutch 
fleet,  to  reftore  the  Church  and  the  civil  conftitutioo 
lof  England  to  a  ftate  of  fafety.and  vigour,  the  com* 
mencement  of  that  important  expedition  was  accom- 
panied by  fome  very  unpromifing  circumftances.  ,  A 
violent  ftorm  arofe,  which  diflipated  the  whole  flecst., 
and  drove  the  (battered  (hips  into  various  harbour«, 
William,  though  by  no  means  exempt  from  fuper- 
ftitious  feelings,  yet  was  not  difaninMited  by  thi« 
difafter.  The  difperfed  veflels  were  re'CoUefted^ 
and  refitted.  He  ventured  to  fea,  again.  Scarce 
had  he  made  the  coaft  of  Devonfhire,  when  a  coia* 
trary  wind  put  his  firmnefs,  once  more,  to  the  trials 
A  council  was  held,  and  feveral  expedients  weire 
propofed.  fit  was  even  deliberated,  whether  it  might 
not  be  pnident  to  fteer  back  for  Holland.  But  JIM0 
prif^cipiunl  melior  fertma  fecuta  ^.  In  the  very  crifis.^ 
that  Gofi,  whom  every  element  obeys,  command-ed 
the  wi|^  to  (hift  5  and  a  fudden,  unexipeded  gale, 
from  ^le  fouth,  wafted  the  fleet,  with  all  it's  preci* 
ous  fieight,  into  Torbay.  On  this  occafion,  well 
mighi;  William  *  aik  the  Arminian  Dr;  Burnet 
i( afterwards  bilhop  of  Sali(bury),  "Will  you  not 
now  believe  the  dodrine  of  predeftination?** 

But  though  it  be  true,  that  all  omens  arc  not  wor- 
ths of  obfervation ;  and  though  they  (hould  never 
be[  fo  regarded,  as  to  (hock  our  fortitude,  or  4i- 
m  ini(h  our  confidence  in  God ;  (till,  they  are  not  to 
bfe  conftantly  defpifed.  Small  incidents  have,  fome- 
Cime$,  been  prelufive  to  great  events  %  nor  is  ther^ 

^  See  Barnet'fi  Hift.ofiiis  owfl\^Tiiae»  voL  i.  p>  789.  FoJio^ 
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jiny  fuperftitian,  in  noticing  thefc  apparent  prdg:* 
noflications ;  though  there  may  be  mtich  fuperfti- 
tion,  in  being,  either  too  indifcriminately,  or  tod 
deeply,  {wayed  by  them. 

A  moft  Angular  chain  of  uncommon  circumftances 
preceded  the  affaflination  (>f  that  excellent  monarch, 
Henry  IV.  of  France.  In  the  morning  of  the  day^ 
on  which  he  was  murdered  by  Ravaillac  (viz.  Fri- 
day, May  14,  16 10),  his  majefty  was  exceedingly 
penfive.  In  hope  of  compofing  l^is  fpirits,  he  threvy^ 
himielf  on  his  bed,  but  was  unable  to  reft.  Thrice 
he  role  ;  and  thrice  he  fell  on  his  knees  in  prayer* 
Soon  after,  repairing  to  the  prefence-chamber,  his 
attendants  endeavoured  to  (fiveft  the  melancholy 
which  preyed  fo  deeply  on  his  mirid.  Being  na- 
turally amiable  and  cheerful,  he  fried  to  fall  in  with 
the  well-meant  pleafantry  of  his  nobles,  'and  at- 
tempted to  fmile ;  but  concluded  thus  :  *'  We  haye 
laughed  enough,  for  Friday  :  there  will  tre  weeping 
on  Sunday.'* 

His  qiteeft  (Mary  Medicis)  had  been  crowned  btrt 
the  day  before  his  murder.  One  La  Brofie,  a  phy- 
fician,  is,  by  fom6,  reported  to  have  faid,  to\thef  duke 
de  Vendome,  on  fhe  evening  of  that  day,';**  If  th6 
king  furvives  a  mifchief  which  threatens  hiin;^  at  pre- 
fent,-  he  will  Kve  thefe  thirty  years/*  The  dbke  in- 
treated  the  king  to  grant  thisphyfician  an  audience: 
and  repeated  what  the  old  gentleman  had  beeib  fay- 
tf^.  His  majefty,  with  unufual  afperity  and  Imfti'- 
nefs,  replied,  "  He  is  an  old  fool,  for  telling  Woti 
fueh  things;  and  you  arc  a  young  fool,  if  youtbe-^ 
lievehim.*'  The  duke's  rejoinder  was  firm,  re{pd^- 
ful,  and  ienifible  :  "  Sire,  one  ought  not  to  belike 
fudh  things,  but  orie  may  fear  them  *.^'     The  fartie 

*  It  is  ftofn  to  apprHc  the  reader,  that  Baylc  has  ende^vonred  m 

.  (hake  the  credit  of  this  whole  ftory  about  La  Brofle  and  the  duke  of 

Vendome,     But  I  am  ftlU  inclinable,  fox  reafons  top  numeroas  to. 

inerftitfh  hel^,  td  qud!ion  thedccifivicnefs  of  th6  evidence  he ffledgia^ 

>e  his  3d  vblttinc,  under  the  article  of  Henry  IV, 
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day,  as  the  kii^  and  queen  were  walking  thrcfugb  aa 
apartment  of  the  palace,  the  king  ftoppcd  to  (peak 
with  fomebody  prefent.  The  queen  ftopping  at  the  . 
fame  time,  he  faid  to  her,  as  by  a  fpirit  of  irivoltin- 
tary  prophecy,  faffezy  fdjfez^  madame  ta^regenie^  -i.  e* 
^  Go  on,  go  on,  madatn  the  regent.** 

A  few  aights  before  the  cafaftroptie,  the  qu^eft 
dreamed,  that  all  the  jewels  in  ber  crown  wei4 
changed  into  pearls  j  and  that  (he  was  told 4  pearl* 
were  fignificative  of  tears^  Another  nighty  (he  ftarted 
and  cried  out  in  her  fleep*»  and  waked  th^  king  t 
who  a&ing  her,  What  Was  the  matter  ?  (he  anfwcredi, 
^^  I  haw  had  a  frightful  dteam ;  biit  I  know  that 
dreams  are  mere  illufions.**  **  I  was  always  of  thft 
&me  <^nion,"  leplied  Hehry,  "  however,  tell  me 
what  your  dream  was."  "  I  dreamed,"  continued 
file,  "  that  you  was  (tabbed  with  a  knife,  fender  th^ 
fliort  ribs/*  "  Thank  God,"  rejoined  the  king^ 
«*  it  was  but  a  dream." 

I  have  already  noted,  that,  on  the  motningof  thfr 
fatal  day,  his  majefty  was  untlfeally  chagrined  ^  %fA 
he  (aid,  more  than  once,  to  thofe  about  hini,  "Some- 
thing or  other  hangs  very  heavy  oh  my  heart/'  Be- 
fore he  went  to  his  coach,  he  took  leave  of  the  q^eib 
00  fewer  th^n  three  times ;  and  then,  fiepping  int6 
his  carriage,,  had  not  paflTed  through  ihany  ftreets, 
ere  Ravaillac  gave  hitn  that  fatal  (tab,-  which  de- 
prived France  of  one  of  the  ihoft  generous  aj!kl  hu* 
ma^ne  fovereigns  (he  ever  had. 

When  Charicj  I,  of  England,  opened"  the  civil' 
war,  by  eredting  his  dandard  on  Nottinghaih  caftle  ; 
it  was  loon  blown  down  by  an  high  wind ;  and  the 
weather  continued  fo  boifterous,  that  the  ftalidard 
could  not  be  refixed,  for  feveral  days.  Some  years 
after,  while  the  fame  calamitous  prince  was  taking^^ 
his  trial,  before  what  was  calkd  the  Hig^  Court  of 
Juftice  i  the  filver  head  fell  off  from  his  cane  :  not ' 

did 
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did  the  head  of  it's  owner  remain  many  days  longer 
tipon  his  (boulders. 

.  At  the  coronation  of  James  IL  the  crown,  not 
liaving  been  properly  fitted  to  his  head,  was  feveral 
times  likely  t6  have  fallen  off:  which  occafioned  Mr* 
Henry  Sidney  (afterwards  carl  of  Romney),  who 
was  ftanding.  near  the  coronation-chair,  and  who 
once  prevented  the  crown  firom  flipping,  to  remind 
the  king,  facetioufly,  "  Sir,  this  is  not  the  firft  time 
the  Sidney  family  has  fupported  the  crown."  On 
the  fame  day,  as  James  was  walking  under  the  ca- 
nopy of  ftate,  it  broke  :  and  the  royal  arms,  which 
^cupied  part  of  a  painted  window  in  one  of  the 
London  churches,  fell  to  the  pavement  (without  any 
yiiible  caufe,  and  the  reft  of,  the  window  ftanding 
entire),  and  were  dafhed  in  pfeces- 

The  prince  of  Orange  having  landed  in  the  weft, 
James  repaired  to  Salift>ury,  in  order  to  review  a 
part  of  the  army  on  which  he  fo  vainly  depended. 
Shdxtly  after  his  arriiiil  in  that  city,  he  was  feized 
with  a  fudden  bleeding  at  the  nofe  :  and  a  ftono 
.crown,  which  almoft  terminated  the  fpire  of  the  ca-^ 
thedral,  was  blown  down  by  a  fudden  ftorm*  The 
Jieit  day,  when  the  review  began,  he  was  feized 
with  a  more  violent  bleeding  of  the  nofe,  than  be- 
iott ;  and  it  Was  not  a  little  happy  for  this  endanger- 
.ed  nation,  that  a  few  fpoonfuls  of  blood,  fpoutjng 
from  the  royal  noftrils,  were  the  only  blood  which 
the  accomplifliment  of  the  enfuing  revolution  coft# 

Let  the  reader  obferve,  that  I  nakedly  relate  the 
above  fads,  without  wifhing  to  build  any  theory 
tapon  them,  or  to  deduce  from  them  any  fuperftiti- 
ous  inferences.  It  is,  however,  my  own  private 
opinion,  that  abfolutely  to  cafliier  all  omens,  .with- 
out diftindion  or  exception,  would  be  to  fly  in  the 
face  of  ancient  and  modern  wifdom,  ^s  well  as  of 
Ancient  and  modern  hiftory* 

■  When 
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When  Paulus  jEmilius  was  appointed  to  the  com* 
mand  of  the  forces  defigned  againft  Perfius,  king  of 
Macedon,  the  former,  feeing  his  little  daughter 
Tertia  in  tears,  enquired  the  reafon  of  her  diftreft. 
The  child,  throwing  her  arms  round  his  neck,  an- 
fwere(f,  "  that  (he  was  crying  for  the  death  of  Per- 
fius f  which  was  the  name  of  her  favourite  dog, 
who  had  juft  breathed  his  laft.  I  cannot  think,  that 
JEmilius  difcovered  any  mental  weaknefs,  in  reply-^ 
ing  ai  follows :  "  An  aufpicious  circumftance,  my 
daughter  I  I  embrace  the  favourable  omen.** 

Before  the  incomparable  Timoleon  failed  on  hh 

florious  expedition  to  Sicily,  he  vltited  the  pracle  of 
)elphos,    and  facrificed  to  Apollo,    Jt  was   cut- 
tomary,  at  that  place,  for  rich  and  religious  vijfitantS; 
to  leave  fome  valuable  or  elegant  donation  behind 
them,  which  was,  thenceforward,  appropriated  to 
decorate  the  walls  or  ceiling  of  the  temple.     One  of 
the  votive  prefents,  which  had  been  thus  fufpendedj 
'and  which  reprefented  a  triumphal  wreath,  fuddenly 
fell,  from  the  place  where  it  was  fixed,  direftly  on 
Timoleon's   head.      "  So  that,"     (fays  Plutarch) 
**  Apollo  himfclf  feemed  to  crown  the  hero  for  his 
future  triumphs.** 

Pyrrhus,  .the  celebrated  king  ofEpirus,  had  .been 
forewarned  by  an  oracle,  that,  "  When  he  fhould 
fee  a  wolf  and  a  bull  engaged  in  fight,  his  death 
would  quickly  enfue."  Many  years  after,  he  at- 
tempted to  take  the  city  of  Argos  by  ftorm,  and 
aftually  penetrated  into  the  town.  Among  the  con- 
fecratea  ftatues  which  decorated  the  market-place, 
were  the  figures,  in  brafs,  of  a  wolf  and  a  bull  in 
combat.  The  prediftion  immediately  occurred  to 
his  mind,  and  filled  him  with  all  the  gloom  of  anxi- 
ous diftrefs.  He  took  off  the  regal  diadem,  which 
adorned  his  helmfct,  that  his  perfon  might  not  be 
noticed  and  expofed  by  fo  dangerous  a  diftinftiort: 

Vol.  IV.  (19.)  O  wjien^ 
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when,  in  a  few  minutes,  one  of  the  meaner  citizens 
pierced  htm  in  the  bread  with  a  fpear.  The  wound 
being  but  flight,  Pyrrhus  turned  with  redoubled 
fury  on  his  afTailant ;  whofe  mother  (a  very  old,  and 
a  very  poor  woman)  beholding,  from  the  top  of  an 
houfe,  the  imminent  peril  her  fon  was  in,  made 
fliift,  with  the  help  of  both  hands,  to  hurl  a  mafly 
tile  on  the  head  of  Pyrrhus,  who  immediately  funk 
from  his  horfe  to  the  ground,  where  he  was  foon 
completely  difpatched  by  fome  Argive  foldiers  that 
knew  him. 

The  prophecy,  refpefting  Pyrrhus,  reminds  me  of 
a  fimilar  one,  recorded  in  our  own  Englifli  biftory. 
King  Henry  IV.  had  been  told,  that  he  would  finiCh 
his  days  at  Jerufalem.  He  fuppofed  the  meaning  of 
this  prediftion  to  be,  that  he  was  deftined  of  God 
to  emancipate  the  city  of  that  name  from  the  Tur- 
ki(h  dominion,  and  fliould  terminate  his  life  there, 
,  amidft  the  flattering  glories  of  conqueft.  But  he 
received  the  omen  of  his  death,  much  nearer  home. 
While  paying  his  devotions  at  the  flirine  of  Edward 
the  ConfeflTor,  in  Weftminfter  Abbey,  he  was  feized 
with  his  laft  illnefs,  and  borne  from  thence  to  the 
abbot's  apartments.  On  coming  to  himfelf,  he  afk- 
ed,  where  he  was  ?  "  In  the  Jerufalem  chamber, 
fir,'*  replied  his  attendants.  On  which,  he  recolleft- 
ed  the  intimation  given  him  fo  long  before,  and  re- 
figned  himfelf  to  his  fate. . 

Many  inaufpicious  portents  urtiered  in,  and  ac- 
companied, the  terrible  commotions  which  defo- 
lated  Rome,  under  the  conflifting  interefts  of  Ma- 
rius  and  Sylla. 

Mithridates,  king  of  Pontus,  had  been  long  and 
remarkably  fuccefsful,  in  his  efforts  to  ftem  the  tor- 
rent of  the  Roman  power.  Being  at  Pergamus,  the 
inhabitants  of  that  city,  defirous  to  pay  him  a  very 

elegant 
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felcgant  compliment,  contrived,  that  a  ftatue  of  vie* 
tory,  holding  a  triumphal  crown  in  it's  hand,  Ihould 
(by  pullies)  defcerid  over  him  as  he  (aU  and  depofit 
the  crown  on  his  head.  Jufl  as  the  image  had  al- 
moft  reached  him,  it  fuddenly  burfl:  afunder  into 
feveral  pieces  1  and  the  crown,  felling  likewife  to  the 
ground,  ftrewed  the  area  with  it's  fragments^  From 
that  period,  Mithridates's  affairs  began  to  decline  $ 
though  they  bad,  until  then,  been  fignally  floiirilh^ 
ing  and  profperousi 

For  my  bwii  part,  t  cannot  fmile  at  the  prodigies 
^nd  omens,  which  are  affirmed  to  have  preceded  the 
affaffination  of  Julius  C«far :  nor  even  at  thfe  crows^ 
that  fluttered  at  the  putfide  of  Cicero's  chamber 
window  (and  one  of  which  Ijirds  found  it's  way  into 
the  foomi  and  proved  extremely  troublefomej,  on 
the  morning  of  the  day  in  which  ht  was  murdered 
by  Marc  Antony's  foldiersi 

Craflils's  inVafioh  of  the  Parthians  ^an  invafion^ 
the  fole  motives  to  which,  were  luft  of  money  and 
luft  of  power)  was  attended  by  various  unfavourably? 
fymptomsj  fttongly  pre-ndtingthe  lofs  of  glory  which 
Ihould  refult  to  Rome,  from  that  ill-concerted,  Un- 
juftj  and  calamitous  expedition.  Two  thunderbolts 
fell  on  the  place,  which  had  been  marked  out  for  thd 
army^s  encampment;  An  horfe  of  Craflus's,  fidrhptti- 
Oully  caparifoned,  broke  virith  fudden  violence  froqj 
the  man  who  was  holding  him ;  and  pltmgjtig  intq|( 
the  Euphrates^  was  no  more  feen  or  beard  of.  Part 
of  a  bridge,  which  Graflus  had  thrown  acrofs  that 
riveri  was  broke  down  by  a  ftorm.:  on  which  occat 
fion,  be  was  fo  Unguarded  as  to  tell  his  troQpSj  that 
the  lofs  of  the  bridge  was  no  mt$fortune^  for  not  onjo 
of  them  (hould  go  back  again  that  wajr^  This 
fpeech  was  deemed  ominous  by  the!  ^my>  a%d 
Craffus  was.  advifed,  but  in  vaip-,  to  eompofc  ^ir 
appreheniion$»  by  ex|^ining.him&lf  in  a  &v^ablc 
Q  z  icnfe* 
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fenfc.  At  one  of  the  laft  facrifices,  the  prieft,  acv 
cording  to  cuftom,  offering  the  intrails  of  the  vidirfi 
to  the  general,  he  took  them,  and  they  fell  from  his 
hand :  This  comes,  faid  he,  laughingly,  of  my  beiBgr 
an  old  man !  but  I  will  take  care  to  grafp  my  fword 
fufficiently  faft.  On  the  morning  of  the  day^  of 
battle  he  appeared,  not  habited  in  fcarlet,  as  <Aras  uftiii 
with  th^  Roman  generals  j  blit  (through  inadver- 
tency) in  black.  And  it  proved  to  him  the  blaxdteft 
day  he  had  ever  fecn :  for  it  ended  in  the  total  ruiA 
of  the  mOft  rapacious  and  unprincipled  man  that 
then  difgraced  th^  Roman  name. 

Mr.  Cdlinsj  m  his  "  Peerage  of  Ehgland,'^  ite* 
lates  *,  concerning  an  Irilh  nobleman  (an  aiiceftor 
of  the  Kildare  family),  that,  being  concerned  in 
treafonable  praftices  againft  king  Henry  VIII,  him- 
felf  and  five  of  his  fons  were  lent  prifoners  to  Eng* 
land.  The  young  gentlemen,  in  the  courfe  of  their 
paflage  hither,  enquired  the  name  of  the  fliip :  and, 
on  being  informed,  that  it  was  called  the  Cow,  ex- 
preffed  a  dread  of  the  confequence;  aprediAion' 
having  formerly  been  current,  thaf,-when  five  fons 
of  a  certain  earl  fhould  fail  to  England  in  a  cow's 
belly,  none  of  them  would  return.  How  far  fo 
vague  a  prophecy  was  worthy  of  credit,  I  will  not 
venture  to  decide  :  but  that  it  was  followed  by  a  cor- 
refponding  refult,  is  undeniable;  for  the  unhappy 
brothers  were  all  executed  at  Tyburn,  February  2^ 

After  Alexander  the  Great  had  made  himfelf 
mafterofSardis,  he  was  undetermined,  for  a  while, 
whether  he  fhould  pufti,  or  delay,  his  defigned  attack 
upon  Darius.  During  this  ftite  of  fufpendfe,  a  ftream 
fuddenly  overflowed  its  banks,  without  any  apparent 
caufe :  and  the  water  having  receded  to  its  diannel, 

*  Vpl.  vi.  p.  5:71.— -Edit,  r,768# 

left 
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left  behind  it,  on  the  ground,  a  plate  of  copper,  en- 
graved with  very  old  charafters,  importing,  that  a 
period  would  enfue,  when  Perfia  fliould  be  over-? 
thrown  by  Grecians. — I  only  mention  this,  as- Jj.  re- 
markable circumftance :  for  I  have  my  doubts,  as  to 
(what  is  commonly  called)  the  accidentality  of  it. 
It  might  be  an  artifice,  of  Alexander's  own  con- 
trivance, to  keep  up  thefpirits  of  his  men,  and  to 
infpirc  them  with  an  expectation  of  certain  vidtory. 

On  the;  whole  :  what  a  very  celebrated  and  no  lefs 
ingenious  *  traveller  remarks,  concerning  omens  in 
general,  fully  fpeaks  my  hiimi)le  fentiments  of  that 
fubjeft.  "  I  know  not  what  to, fay.  This  I  know, 
that  many  ra(h  and  ignorant  people  difregard  and 
laug^  at  thefe  things  j  and  that  men  of  great 
Wiidqta  and  learning  fpeak  of  them  with  diffidence, 
anid  ftrive  rather  to  encourage  others  to  flight  them, 
^h^vn  fhew  any  real  contempt  of  them,  themfelves." 

E3;TRA0RPINARY    DREAMS. 

Though  it  be  true,  that,  in  the  multitude  [or 
major  part]  of  dreams,  there  are  diverfe  vanities, 
Ecclef.  V.  7 ;  though  it  be  likewife  acknowledged, 
that  whofo  regardeth  [5  t^nx^p,  he  that  leaaeth,  or 
layeth  great  fkrefs,  upon]  dreams  in  general,  is  like 
him  that  catcheth  at  a  (hadow,  .and  foUoweth  after 
the  wind,  Ecclef.  xxxiv.  2 ;  forafmuch  as  dreams 
have  deceived  many,  and  they  have  failed  that  put 
their  truft  in  them  j  yet,  the  fame  wife  writer,  from 
whom  the  two  laft  pafTages  are  quoted,  guards  his 
remarks,  by  the  following  caveat  (v.  9.):  Set  not 
thy  heart  upon  them  [i.  e.  upon  dreams],  if  they 
be  not  fent  from  the  Mod  High  in  thy  vifitation. 
And  we  have  it  from  an  incomparably  fuperior  au- 

*  Viz.  The  perfon,  who  pabliihed  his  Travels  (one  of  the  mod 
fenfible  and  entertaining  books  in  the  Igji^liih  language),  under  the 
name  of  Edward  Browne,  ^q*  See  p,  ^8«  of  that  work* 

O  3  thority, 
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thority,  that,  in  a  dreamj  in  a  yifion^  when  deep 
ileep  fallcth  upon  man,  in  flumberings  upon  the 
feed ;  theii  God  opene^th  the  ears  of  men,  §ind  feal* 
cth  their  jnftrjidioii :  Job  xxxiii.  15,  1 6. 

Examples,  of  fiipernatural  dreams,  occur  fo  fre- 
quently in  the  facred  volume,  that  no  man  can  exr 
plodc  all  dreams  as  vain,  without  exploding  the 
Bible  at  the  fam?  time.  God  came  to  Abimelccb, 
in  a  dream :  Gencfis  ?x.  3. — The  angel  of  God 
fpake  to  Jacob,  in  a  dream :  Genefis  xxxi.  11: — 
Very  remarkable  was  Jacob's  dream  at  Bethel :  Gen, 
xxviii.— Jofeph'S  two  dreams  were  evidently  pro- 
phetic: Gen.  xxxvii.-r-So  were  thofe  of  king  Pha- 
raoh :  Gen.  ^li. — And  of  the  Jewilh  foldjer :  Jofli. 
vii.  i3.-rrWhcn  God  took  away  the  fpirit  of  pro- 
phecy from  Saul,  it  is  (aid,  that  the  Lord  anfwered 
him  npt  by  dreams  :  i  S^m*  xxxviii.  6.— At  Gibeon, 
the  Lord  appeared  to  Solomon,  in  a  dr^am,  by 
night  t  I  Kings  iii.  5. — Nebuchadnezzar's  predic- 
tive dreams  were,  undeniably,  from  God :  Dan,  ii. 
and  iv.-r-As  was  Daniel's,  concerning  the  four  uni- 
verfal  monarchies ;  Dan,  vii* 

Your  old  piep  fhall  dream  dreams,  is  a  promifc 
belonging  to  gofpel-times :  Joel  ii.  28.  And  it 
began  to  have  its  accpmpliQiment,  in  Jofeph,  the 
cfpoufed  and  nominal  hufband  of  the  virgi<i  Mary. 
It  was  in  a  dream,  that  the  angel  of  the  Lord  ap- 
peared to  this  holy  man,  and  forbade  him  to  fyfpeft 
the  purity  of  his  unfuUled  bride.  In  the  fame  dream, 
it  was  revealed  to  Jofeph,  that  he  iiliould  give  to  the 
Meffiah  the  name  of  Jefus,  becaufe  thatf  bleffed 
perlbn  was  to  fave  his  people  fropi  their  fins.  Matt.  i. 
-r-A  fhort  time  after,  Jofeph  was  warped  by  an 
angel,  in  a  dream,  to  flee  with  Jefus  and  Mary  into 
Egypt :  and,  in  the  fame  manner,  he  received  notice 
of  Herod's  death,  and  was  commanded  to  return 
to  Judea,  Matt,  ii.— Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  that 

•  the 
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tlie  dream  of  Pontius  Pilate's  wife  was  from  above: 
Matt,  xxvii. 

With  regard  to  the  caufe  of  dreattis,  one  of  the 
moft  able  and  moft  rational  *  philofophert,  whom 
the  prefent  age,  or  any  nation  has  produced,  de- 
monftrates,  abfolutely  demonftrates,  that  dreams, 
even  all  dreams  whatevcTt  proceed,  and  can  proceed 
only,  from  the  agency  of  unembodied  fpirits  on  the 
human  mind.  Strange  as  this  theory  may,  at  firft, 
feem,  the  great  author  folidly  proves  his  point,  and 
folves  (unanfwerably,  in  my  opinion)  every  objec*-^ 
tion  that  is,  or  that  perhaps  ever  can  be,  alledged  to 
the  contrary.  To  him  I  refer  the  fpeculative  reader  : 
and  fliall  conclude  the  prefent  article,  with  feveral 
very  obfervable,  but  very  authentic,  inftances  of  ty> 
traordinary  and  fignificant  dreams. 

Alcibiades,  a  little  before  his  ^'flaifination,  dreanv 
cd  -(- ,  that  an  event  of  that  kind  had  taken  place. 
The  ultimate  ruin  of  Pompey  w^s  J  pr^iifco^ 
vered,  to  P^titius,  in  a  dreani, 

Abopt  332  years  befprjC  Chrill,  Jaddua,  the  high 
prieft  of  the  Jews,  refufed  to  t^ke  the  required  oath 
pf  allegisince  to  Alexander  the  Great,  who  was  then 

*  Vi^.  Tlvs  late  Mr.  Baxter.  See  the.fecond  volume  of  bit  wx* 
equalled  Enguiry  ioto  |he  Nature  of  the  human  Sou%  It  is  ailon^ihing^ 
that  fo  great  a  man  thould  have  lived  and  died  in  fuch  obfcurity  % 
and  that  (fo  far  as  I  can  find)  not  the  leaft  memoir  of  him  has, 
hitherto,  been  publilhed.  What  a  difgrace  to  thii  geileratk>n!  a 
generation,  that  prides  iifelf  on  its  love  of  fcience,  and  on  the  re^ 
fpeft  it  pays  to  elevated  merit!— -Even  bilhop  Warburton  acknow- 
ledges the  furprizing  excellence  of  this  exti^aordinary  perfon;  on 
whom«  the  rifiht  reverend  critic  bcAows  the  following  joft 
encomium:  ^' He  w^s  trulf  a  great  genii].s  And  a  time  will 
pome,  if  learning  ever  rcviv.c  amongft  us,  \>hfn  the  prefent  inat- 
tention to  his  admirable  Metaphytics,  efiabhfhed  on  the  phyfics 
of  Newton,  will  be  deemed  as  great  a  diflionour  to  the  wifdom  of 
this  age,  as  the  negle^  of  Milton's  poetry  is  to  the  wit  of  the  paft*" 
}4otes  on  Pope ;  vo).  iv.  p.  320. 

t  Plut.  11^  Alcibiad,  %  ^^^^  ^  Pomp. 
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befieging  Tyre.  Alexander  had  no  fooner  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  that  city,  than  he  bent  his  courfc 
toward  Jerufalem :  with  foil  determination,  to  de-^ 
ftroy  both  place,  prieft,  and  people  3  and  to  enrich 
his  forces,  by  the  tree  plunder  of  the  Jewifli  capital, 
Jaddua,  on  receiving  notice  of  this  defign,  was  in 
great  perplexity.  He  appointed  a  day  of  public  and 
folemn  humiliation  before  God  :  and  was,  that  fame 
night,  relieved  from  his  anxiety,  by  the  following 
dream.  He  thought,  that  **  the  Almighty  exhort- 
ed him  to  difmifs  his  fears ;  to  adorn  the  city,  as  on 
feftive  occafions ;  to  fet  open  the  gates ;  and,  when 
Alexander  drew  near,  to  give  him  the  meeting,  at 
the  head  of  an  ecclefiafticalproceffion,  robed  in  their 
facerdotal  habits."     The   next  morning,    Jaddua 

fmblicly   declared  his  dream ;    regulated  his  mea- 
iires,  agreeably  to  the  fuggeftions  he  had  received; 
and  placidly  waited  the  event. 

So  foon  as  Alexander  came  within  fight  of  Jem* 
falem,  the  proceffion  from  the  city  began  to  move. 
The  high  prieft  took  the  lead,  fuperbly  arrayed  in 
fcarlet  and  purple,  and  wearing  the  mitre,  which 
bore  the  name  of  God  engraved  on  a  plate  of  gold. 
Next  him,  followed  the  inferior  priefts,  habited  in 
fine  linen,  A  multitude  of  citizens,  cloathed  in 
white,  clofed  the  rear.  When  the  venerably  train 
came  up,  Alexander  comnianded  his  own  foldiers  to 
halt :  and,  advancing  foremoft  and  alone,  refpeft- 
foUy  accofted  Jaddua,  and  adored  the  incompreben- 
fible  name  with  which  his  mitre  was  adorned.  The 
.  Tews  uttered  their  falutations  iq  ftiouts ;  and  the 
noftile  army  ftood  aftonifl)ed,  at  the  unexpeded  be- 
haviour of  their  prince.  Parmenio,  who  .was  Alex- 
ander's particular  friend  and  favourite,  could  not  help 
cxprefling  his  furprize ;  and  ventured  to  afk  him, 
How  is  it,  that  you,  who  are  worlhipped  by  all 
mankind,  are  now  become  a  worftiipper  of  the  Jew^ 
ifli pontiff? — "I  worQiip  not  the  high  prieft,"  re* 
turned  the  king;  **  but  the  God',  whofe  name  he 

bears. 
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bears.  When  I  was  at  Dios,  in  Macedon,  concert- 
ing the  plan  I  fhould  purfue,  in  order  to  fubjeft 
Afia  to  my  dominion,  I  faw,  in  a  dream,  this  very 
perfon,  habited  exaftly  as  he  now  (lands,  who  ex- 
horted me  to  undertake  the  expedition  without  de-- 
lay,  and  promifed  me  infallible  fuccefs.  I  now  am 
certain,  that,  under  the  divine  patronage,  I  (hall  fub* 
due  Darius,  and  be  mafter  of  Per(ia  */* 

Poiycarp,  bi(hop  of  Smyrna,  was  martyred  for  the 
Chriflian  faith,  A.  D.  167,  Three  days  before  he 
was  apprehended  by  the  heathen  officers,  he  t  dreamt, 
that  "  his  pillow  took  fire,  and  was  burnt  to  aflbes.*' 
The  holy  man  told  his  friends,  that  he  con(idered 
this  dream  as  (ignificatrve  of  his  being  burnt  to 
death  for  Chrift's  fake.  And  the  event  was  anfwer- 
able  to  the  prefage. 

Thomas  Bradwardin,  archbi(hop  of  Canterbury, 
who  went  to  heaven,  A.  D.  1349,  was  author  of 
that  admirable  treatife,  written  againft  the  Pelagians, 
and  raoft  juftly  entitled,  "  De  Caufd  Dei:'  As  a 
mafterpiece  of  invincible  reafoning,  and  as  a  trea- 
fury  of  evangelical  doftrine,  it  is  equal  to  any  per- 
formance of  St.  Auftin's  :  nor  can  I  refer  the  learned 
reader  to  a  more  fuitable  book  (next  after  the  holy 
Scriptures),  if  he  wi(h  to  fee  the  very  (inews  of  Pe- 
lagianifm,  and  of  modern  Arminianifm,  totally  and 
irrecoverably  demoli(hed. 

This  admirable  prelate  acquaints  us,  in  his  pre- 
face to  that  immortal  work,  that  he  was  encouraged 
to  undertake  it,  by  a  very  lingular  dream,  I  had 
long  lamented  (fays  he)  the  atrocious  errors  of  Pe- 
lagius,  and  the  general  infedion  occa(ioned  by  the 
cxtenfive  fpread  of  the  free-will  here(y.  One  night, 
after  having  fpent  fome  conliderable  time  in  weep^ 
ing  and  fupplication  before  God,  befeeching  him, 

^  Jofepbus,  AiDti^.  b,  xi.  ch.  8.    t  Cave's  Apoftolici^  p.  11 1 9. 
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for  his  glory's  fake,  to  arife  and  maintain  his  own 
caufe ;  I  zX.  laft  fell  alleep,  and  dreamed  as  follows, 
^*  Videbar  nempe  mibi  vider€y  diurno  limine  circumfufo^ 
me  multumfupra  terram  in  aire  fublevatum^Jicque  ab  oriente 
verfus  partes  occidttas  ajcenaendo  intrepidtm  proficifci  : 
qnodtjue  Pela^ius  veniens  ex  adverfo^  apprehenfd  Jiniftrd 
ntecfy  conferlifque  digitisy  tatd  me  violentid  ad  terram  de- 
frabere  conabatur.  -  Cui  et%  proprii  roboris  accinSus  fidu- 
cid,  plurimum  reluSabar :  talifque  luSla^  non  mediocriter 
anxiay  diutius  perduravit.  Sedet  Pelagio  continuo  prieva^ 
lente^  £sf  me  pane  ad  infima  detrabentey  ipfe  in  meipjo  re^ 
fponfum  defperationis  accepi ;  ioid  tamen  virtuie  renitenSy 
ad  divinum  confugi  auxilium  toto  corde :  Jlaiimque  Tela- 
giusy  jolutd  manuy  praceps  deirudisur^  tff  fra^d  cervice 
(orruit  fuper  terram^  claujtfque  oculis  mbrtuus  jacuit  refu- 
pinus.  Ego  autem  fuper  terram  remanjiy  in  aire  ajpendet^ 
&  progrediensyjicut  ante^  gratulando  juctindihy  id  miran- 
do.  Hinc  ergOy  fpiritu  fortitudim  confortatusy  fpem  haufi, 
fubd de  fuperbo  Pe/agio,  principe  Pelagianorum  pejliferoy 
quare  et  de  univerfo  ejus  exercitu^  CbrJ/ii  parvulus  trium- 
^hc^r^mP  i.  e.  I  imagined  myfelf  to  b^  afcending, 
pigh  and  faft,  through  thp  air,  from  eaft  to  weft,  in 
broad  day-light,  ^ind  withoyt  being  in  the  Icaft 
afraid.  PeUgius,  mpthoijgbt,  met  me  in  a  boftil^ 
manner;  ^nd,  laying  hold  of  my  l?ft  h^d,  impli- 
cated bis  fingers  ftrongly  with  mine,  and  ftrpve  with 
all  his  might  to  check  my  afcent,  and  to  drag  me 
down  again  towards  the  earth.  Confident  in  my 
own  imaginary  ftrength,  I  refifl:ed  and  oppofed  him 
to  the  ytmpft :  and  the  cpnfliifl:  was  warmly  conr 
tinued  for  fome  time.  But  Pelagius  feenied  to  bQ 
getting  the  better,  and  to  be  pulling  me  more  and 
piore  downward.  Then  it  was,  that  I  began  to  der 
fpair  of  my  own  ftrength,  and  cried  with  my  whole 
heart  to  Qod  for  fyccour ;  taking  care,  however^ 
ftiJI  to  refift  the  enemy  with  all  the  force  J  could 
exert.  Immediately,  I  thought,  the  tables  began 
to  turn:  and  Pelagius,  uncUnching  his  gr^^fp  of  my 
ha^id,  fell  headlong  to  the  earth,  and  there  lay,  % 

breathl.f} 
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breathlefs  corpfe,  with  hijs  neck  broken,  and  his  eyes 
dofed,  I  ftiU  fcejned  to  remain  above  the  earth, 
mounting  and  advancing  as  before,  but  with  addi<^ 
tional  wonder  and  rejoicing.^-From  the  tenor  of  thi| 
dream,  I  conceived  fome  hope,  Ihat  I,  though  a 
mere  infant  in  Chriil,  might  be  enabled  to  triumph 
over  the  infolent  Pelagius,  that  peftilent  ring-leader 
pf  the  feft  which  bears  his  namej  and  over  his 
whole  army  of  followers  and  adherents, 

I  will  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  Bradwardiii  was 
not  miftaken,  as  to  his  interpretation  of  this  dream, 
Pelagianifm  has  indeed  lain  extended  on  the  ground, 
ft  breathlefs  corpfe,  with  clofed  eye-lids  and  a  broken 
peck,  ever  fince  the  publication  of  the  great  and 
good  archbifhop*s  volume,  Arminians  worfhip  a 
demolifhed  dagon,  which  all  their  zeal  and  efforts 
will  never  be  able  to  qi^icken,  or  fet  up  again  on  its 
legs;  feek  they  to  coUedt  the  (hattered  pieces  ever 
ifo  carefully,  and  to  put  them  together  ever  fq 
JUtfoUy, 
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THERE  are  two  kinds  of  birds,  which  I  (hall 
confider:  viz.  birds  of  retreat,  and  birds  of 
paflagp.  The  former  pafs  the  winter  in  their  cham- 
bers (if  Imayufe  thcexpreffion);  i.e/in  deep  and  re- 
tirement. The  latter  migrate,  at  ftated  feafons,  from 
one  climate  to  another. 

I.  Of  the  firll  fort  are  bats  (if  they  may  be 
clafled  with  birds),  fwallows,  and  (as  is  generally 
believed)  the  cuckow. 

1.  The  bat,  as  every  body  knows,  is  a  very  ugly 
animal,  and  holds  a  kind  of  middle  rank  between 
bird  and  beaft.  As  it  feems  to  fubfift  on  what  noc- 
turnal infefts  it  can  meet  with,  and  as  this  fupply  can 
only  be  had  during  the  warmer  months,  Providence 
has  wifely  and  kindly  ordained,  that  fleep  fhall  an- 
fwer,  to  this  creature,  every  purpofe  of  food,  until 
the  return  of  fummer  luperfedes  the  famine  occafioned 
by  the  long  abfence  of  the  fun. 

In  men,  that  fine  chemical  procefs  of  nature,  which 
we  term  perfpiration,  is  twice  as  great,  during  the 
hours  of  deep,  as  when  we  are  awake.  But  in  thofe 
of  the  lower  animals,  who  are  to  fleep  for  whole 
months  fucceflively,  and  who  would  literally  ftarve 
but  for  that  fucccdaneum,  perfpiration  either  totally 
ceafes,  during  the  period  of  reft ;  or  is  fo  extremely 
trivial,  as  to  occafion  no  fenfible  wafte  of  fpirits,  nor 
diminution  of  parts. 

2.  Swallows,  likewife,  live  on  infefts,  which  they 
catch  flying :  and,  when  their  fummer  repaft  fails, 
betake  themfelves,  in  Oftober,  to  holes  and  (helves, 
under  the  banks  of  rivers,  &c.  where  they  very  com- 
fortably fleep  away  the  winter;  and,  with  a  more 
than  philofophic  infenfibiiity,  bid  abfolutc  defiance 
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to  their  poverty,  by  quite  forgetting  it.  Nor  ard 
they  at  all  incommodated,  much  lefs  injured,  by  the 
coldnefs  and  the  dampncfs  of  their  fituatioo.  The 
unftuous  matter,  which  tranfudcs  firom  the  vanous 
pores  of  their  feathers,  preferves  their  delicate  fkins 
from  uny  hurtful  accefs  of  water :  and  a  fufficicnt 
circulation  of  the  blood  is  kept  up  within,  to  main* 
tain  life,  and  counteradi:  the  cold,  until  the  breath 
of  April  again  awakens  them  to  the  bufinefles  and 
pleafures  of  perceptive  exiftence.  Until  this  little 
refurreftion  takes  place,  the  manner  in  which  they 
arrange  themfelves  is  faid  to  be  very  curious.  They 
lie,  cluttered  together,  in  great  numbers  :  their  beaks 
and  claws  locked  and  interlinked  with  thofe  of  one' 
another. — No  improper  emblem,  of  the  ftrift  unity, 
iind  fricndfhip,  which  ever  ought  to  obtain  among 
God's  people ;  but  efpecially,  when  under  affliftive 
circumftances  ! — An  humble  type,  moreover,  of  the 
univerfal  harmony,  which  never  fails  to  reign  among 
the  eled,  when  death  has  extingui(hed  the  petty 
animofities  which,  too  often,  divided  them  below. 
Swallows,  which,  perhaps,  amidft  the  hurries  and 
the  felf-jegards  of  aftive  life,  might  quarrel  for  a 
gnat,  or  chatt:er  and  peck  at  each  other  for  a  bit  of 
ftraw,  bid  adieu  to  their  differences,  when  the  time 
of  retiring  comes  :  and,  during  the  whole  of  their 
quiefcent  ftate,  fleep  in  the  focial  embraces  of  each 
other. — Neither  let  us  defpair  of  divine  affiftance 
and  deliverance,  even  when  prefled  by  the  fevereft 
weight  of  tribulation.  He  that  fupports  the  fwal- 
lows,  during  their  winter  recefs,  and  renews  their 
ftrength,  and  calls  them  forth,  at  the  return  of 
Ipring,  will  not  forfake  the  people  of  his  love  and 
the  purchafe  of  his  blood. — Moreover,  he  that  raifes 
the  fwallows  from  the  temporary  graves,  will  much 
more  quicken  the  mortal  bodies  of  his  faints,  when 
he  defcends  in  perfon  to  call  his  fons  and  daughters 
from  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Therefore,  O  believer, 
lay  down  thy  fle(h  with  joy,   at  the  call  of  God  ; 

and 
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and  let  it  refi  in  hope,  until  thy  Saviour  comes,  and 
the  arch-angers  trumpet  founds. 

3.  The  cuckow,  once  thought  to  be  a  bird  of 
paflage,  is  now,  by  general  acknowledgement^  num- 
bered among  thofe  of  retreat* 

Here,  in  England,  it  falutes  us,  commonly,  in 
April ;  and  bids  us  good  night,  in  June  ;  fo  that  this 
haftyvifitantobligesus  with  very  little  of  its  company* 
Having  difpatched  the  (hort  bufinefs  of  its  wakmg 
hours,  ,it  again  betakes,  itfelf  to  reft ;  and  enjoys  a 
long  nap,  of  about  nine  months. — Emblem  of  the 
lluggardj  who,  inftead  of  ;redeeming,  lleeps  away 
his  timeJ. — And,'  inrefpe6t  of  its  unvaried  famenefs 
of  note,  no  uhftriking  counter-part  of  lazy  preachers, 
who  deliver  one  difcourfe,  and  of  talkative  people 
in  general,  who  often  repeat  the  Tame  things^  over 
and  over  again. , 

II.  Birds  of  paflage  are  many;  whofe  map  is  na- 
ture, and  providence  their  pilot :  as  the  ftork  (though 
it  never  vifits  our  ifland),  the  crane,  the  quail,  the 
woodcock.  To  which  fome  add,  the  nightingale^ 
the  fieldfare,  and  the  martin. 

The  quail  comes  to  fee  us,  in  April :  the  wood^ 
cock,  about  06tober.  Nobody  need  be  told,  that 
we  treat  thofe  beauteous  travellers  very  inhofpitably* 
And  yet,  enough  of  them  furvive  the  fportfman's 
havock,  to  return  to  the  far  countries  from  whence 
they  came,  and  to  preferve  their  fpecies  from  ex- 
tinction :  that,  notwithftanding  our  ill  ufage  of  them ^ 
they  may  continue  to  favour  us  with  their  company 
again. — Oam,  from  the  amiable  conduft  of  thefe 
gentle  preachers, .  to  be  patient  under  afflidion  >  to 
be  meek,  under  every  provocation;  to  be  kind,  even 
to  the  ungrateful ;  and  to  overcome  evil  with 
good. 

The  excellent  Mr.  Derham  takes  notice  of  two 
ftriking  particulars,  for  which  the  condudt  of  mi- 
grating birds  is  remarkable  :  i.  That  thefe  creatures 
•*  fliould  know  the  proper  times  for  their  paflage. 
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And,  2.  that  they  ftiould  know,  foexadly-,  how  and 
which  way  to  fteer  their  courfe."  To  which  wc 
may  add,  the  wonderful  unanimity,  with  which  they 
aflemble,  and  concert  matters  for  their  intended  ex- 
peditions ;  the  neat  and  regular  order  into  which 
they  difpofe  tbemfelvcsi  like  a  regiment  of  foot,  or 
a  fquadronofhorfe,  where  each  individual  knows  his 
place  and  kieeps  to  it ;  and  the  prudent  fecrecy,  with 
which  they  fet  off,  or  rather  fteal  their  march,  viz. 
in  the  night-  time,  when  they  are  in  the  leaft  danger 
of  annoyance.  Doubtlefs,  the  pretty  itiner^ints  have 
a  common  lai^age,  which  they  underftand ;  a  prc- 
fident  of  their  council^  who  takes  the  lead  in  delibe- 
rative affairs ;  and  a  general,  who,  by  mutual  con- 
fent;  heads  each  of  the  excurfive  legions,  and  fuper* 
intends  their  flight,  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 

Admirable  are  the  works  of  the  Creator  !  In  wif- 
dom  has  he  made  them  all.  The  earth  is  full  of 
his  riches.  Through  him,  the  flork  in  the  heavens 
knowdh  her  appointed  time ;  and  the  turtle,  an4 
the  crane,  and  the  fwallow,  obferve  the  time  of  their 
coming.  Jer.  viii.  7.  May  our  attendance  on  eveiy 
mean  of  grace,  and  our  attention  to  the  regular  dii- 
charge  of  every  moral  duty,  be  equally  punctual  and 
cxad  1 — Let  us,  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
fet  out,  in  affeftion,  from  earth  to  heaven,  from 
felf-ri^hteoufnefs  to  Chrift,  and  from  fin  to  holinefs ; 
like  birds  of  paflage,  when  they  (hift  their  clime. 
So,  at  death,  (hall  we  pafs,  like  them,  to  a  bettef 
country,  from  whence  we  fliall  never  wilh  to  return; 
and  fly,  not  on  the  wings  of  eagles,  but  o^  the  wmgs 
of  angels,  to  Jefus  the  mediator  of  the  covenant,  and 
to  the  company  of  ele6t  fouls  made  perfedt :  {here  tfl^ 
be  forever  with  the  Lord,  and  with  eftch  other. 
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LEAVING  the  birds  of  retreat,  to  enjoy  their 
peaceful  numbers;  and  congratulating  the  birds 
of  paffage,  on  their  fafe  arrival  in  milder  climes ;  we 
will  turn  our  meditations  to  that  elegant  and  ufeful 
meteor,  whofe  fleeces  now  decorate  the  leafle6 
branches,  and  whiten  the  face  of  the  grounds 

The  whole  world  of  nature,  no  lels  than  thofe  of 
grace  and  of  glory,  is  under  the  abfdlute  dominion 
and  the  never-ceafing  diredion  of  .God.  Every 
wind  that  blows,  is  of  his  breathing ;  and  every  drop, 
whether  fluid  or  condenfed,  that  falls  from  the  flcy, 
is  of  his  fending.  At  this  very  time^  muft  the  ador- 
ing nations  confefs,  that  he  giveth  fnow  like  wool  j 
he  fcattereth  the  hoar  froft,  like  afties;  he  cafl:eth 
forth  his  ice,  like  morfels :  who  can  fland  before  his 
cold  ?  Pfalm  cxlvii.  i6;  17. — He  faith  to  the  fnow, 
be  thou  on  the  earth  :  likewife  to  the  fmall  rain,  and 
to  the  great  rain  of  his  fl:rength.     Job  xxxvii.  6. 

Let  the  fame  qucfl:ion  be  put  to  my  readers, 
which  fpeaking  Oqinipotence  once  put  to  Job  (chap, 
xxxviii.  22.)  "  Haft  thou  entered  into  the  treafures 
of  fnow  ?"  Haft  thou  confidered  its  nature,  its  pro- 
perties, and  its  ufes  ? 

Dew,  mift,  rain,  fnow,  hail,  and  clouds,'  are  no 
more  thag  coalitions  of  watery  vapours,  which  have 
been  partly  forced  towards  the  furface  of  our  terra* 
queous  globe,  by.  the  latent  fires  with  which  its  bow- 
els arc  fraught;  and  partly  drawn  up  from  it,  by  the 
infinuating,  attradtive  agency  of  the  fun.  The 
humid  particles,  thus  exhaled,  naturally  afcend  ;  as 
being,  in  their  uncombined  ftate,  lighter  thaa  the 
furrounding  air :  and  perfift  to  fear,  until  they  ar- 
rive at  a  region  of  the  atmofphere,  w^ere  their  flight 
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is  ftopt  by  other  preceding  vapours,  already  exhaled, 
and  condcnfed  into  clcuds.  Thus  arrefted  and  de-. 
tained,  they  unite  (like  co-alefcingfpherules  of  quick- 
fiiver,  or  like  the  contafting  globules  of  water  in  a 
containing  veffel)  into  floating  mafles ;  and  remain 
in  aftate  of  literal  fufpence  and  fluftuation,  untit^ 
by  accumulated  compreflion,  and  by  their  own  col- 
lefted  weight,  they  become  fpecifically  heavier  than  the 
fuftaining  air,  and  fall  in  larger  or  fmaller  drops  to 

the  earth  and  ocean  from  whence  they  fprung. 

Striking  reprefentation  of  man,  in  his  beft  eftate 
of  mortal  excellence !  Are  you  rich,  or  exalted,  or 
profperous,  or  gay  ?  remember,  that  you  are  linder 
as  abfolute  obligation  to  Providence  for  thefe  glit- 
tering diftinftions,  as  .a  rifing  vapour  is  indebted,  for 
its  tranfitory  elevation,  to  the  aftion  of  the  folar 
beams.  And,  vapour  like,  you  too  muft  fall,  after 
having  hovered  your  few  deftined  moments :  for, 
Duft  thou  art,  and  unto  duft  (halt  thou  return.  An 
infpired  pen  has  both  ftarted  and  refolved  the  quef- 
tion :  What  is  your  life  ?  It  is  even  a  vapour  that  ap- 
peareth  for  a  little  time,  and  then  vanifheth  away. 
James  iv.  14.     If  fo, 

"  Why  all  this  toil,  for  triumphs  of  an  hour  ? 
What  though  we  wade  in  wealth,  or  foar  in  fame! 
Earth's  higheft  glory  ends  in,  "  here' he  lies  !** 
And  "  duft  to  duft'*  concludes  her  nobleft  fang.'* 

Be  wife,  therefore,  to  flip  the  cable  of  your  afFec- 
tions  from  the  world's  evanid  ftiore.  Supplicate  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  make  yau  rich  towards  God.  And, 
under  the  fweet  breezes  of  his  gracious  influence, 
fet  fail  in  good  earneft  for  thp  kingdom  of 
heaven. 

When  the  watery  treafures  of  the  iky  de'fcend  to 
their  native  earth,  more  like  refpeftful  vifitants, 
than  like  rude  invaders,  i.  e.  in  moderate  quantities, 
and  with  not  #00  impetuous  force,  we  call  them 
fliowers.     When  they  greatly  exceed  in  t^ofe  two 
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\  particulars,  we  give  them  the  hoflile  name  of  ftorms. 

i  Thus  the  human  paffions,  if  reftified  and  regulated 

I  by  (upernatural  grace,  are  inftruments  of  happinefs, 

and.  produdive  of  the  moft  beneficial  efFefts.  But, 

'  if  unreflrained  by  Providence,  and  unrefined  by  the 

Holy  Ghoft,  they  operate  like  the  deadly  Egyptian 

tempeft,   which    fmote    both    man  and  bead,  and 

deftroyed  every  herb,  and  brake  all  the  trees  of  the 

field.     Exod.  ix.  25. 

While  the  middle  regions  of  the  air  are  impreg- 
I  nated  with  frolt,  the   falling   drops  catch   cold  (if 

'  the  expreffion  may  be  allowed),  and  arc  congealed, 

in  the  fourfe  of  their  defcent.  Hail,  and  fnow, 
are  but  other  names  for  different  modifications  of 
frozen  rain.  Hail  is,  rain  confolidated  into  an  hard 
and  heavy  mafs.  Snow  is  a  multitude  of  fmall, 
hooked  icicles,  which,  interfering  with  each  other 
in  their  fall,  become  mutually  entangled  and  inter- 
linked, and  cohere  in  delicate  but  irregular  flakes, 
of  very  light,  becaufe  of  very  expanfive  and  fu- 
perficial,  texture.  If  fnow  is  no  more  than  par- 
ticles of  water,  congealed  in  their  paflage  to  the 
earth,  it  affords  but  too  juft .  an  emblem  of  our 
affeftions,  when,  inftead  of  afpiring  to  God  in 
Chrift,  they  fubfide  and  gravitate  towards  a  perifti- 
able  world.  Under  fuch  fpiritual  declenfion,  our 
comforts  are  chilled,  and  our  graces  benumbed :  until 
a  frefli  rifing  of  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  upon  our 
fouls  diflblves  the  moral  froft,  and  again  warms 
us  into  the  meltings  of  penitential  love.  His 
beams  ftrike  upon  the  rock,  and  then  the  waters 
flow. 
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I  Have  often  wondered,  that  no  ingenious  obfer-i 
vant  has  hitherto  (fo  far,  at  leaft,  as  I  can  find) 
favoured  the  world  with  a  profefled  treatife  on 
the  fagacity  of  brutes.  Many  curious  and  remark- 
able inftances  are,  indeed,  occafionally  interfperfed 
through  the  writings  of  various  naturalifts.  But  I 
could  wifli  to  Tee  the  rays  coUeded  to  a  point ;  and 
fliould  be  happy,  if  the  hint,  now  fuggefted,  might 
fet  fome  competent  hand  in  motion,  to  fupply  the 
lovers  of  Nature  with  fo  amufing  and  inflrudlive  a 
defideratum. 

My  own  reading,  I  honeftly  confefs,  is  too  fcanty, 
to  adminifter  any  very  fignificant  quota  towards  fuch 
a  ftock  of  valuable  entertainment.  I  will,  however, 
prefent  the  reader  with  a  few  fpccimens,  or  fcraps  of 
a  fubjeft,  which  an  abler  and  more  intelligent  pen 
might  eafily  enlarge  into  a  plentiful  and  pleaHng 
feaft.  Let  us,  then,  briefly  advert  to  fome  examples 
of  that  fagacity,  which  it  has  been  the  Creator's  will 
to  diftribute,  with  fufficient,  though  npt  with  equal 
hand,  through  the  different  tribes  of  quadrupedes, 
birds,  fifhes,  and  infefts. 

I.  Injances  of  Sagacity  in  Beajls. 

The  elephant  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  largeft  of  any 
quadrupede  in  the  known  world  :  and  feems  to  be 
the  wifeft  alfo,  The  obfervation  is  Cicero's :  whofe 
words  (De  Nat.  Dear,  i.)  are,  **  Elephanto  belluanwi 
nulla  providentior.  At  figurd  qua  vapor  ?''  All  the 
amiable,  and  all  the  furious  paffions,  are  to  be  found 
in  this  animal :  and  it's  docility  is  wonderful ;  for, 
when  properly  tamed,  he  is  capable  of  being  in- 
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ftrufted  and  difciplined  into  a  vaft  variety  of  enter- 
taining and  ufeful  qualifications. 

Do  him  a  material  injury,  and  he  will  a^ft  as  if  he 
had  been  tutored  by  the  late  lord  Cheftcrfield  :  i.  e. 
if  it  be  in  his  power,  he  will  immediately  revenge 
the  affront ;  but  if  reftrained  for  the  prefent,  either 
by  motives  of  prudence,  or  by  inability  to  wrealj:  his 
refentment,  he  will  retain  the  offence  in  his  memory, 
for  years  together,  and  take  care  to  repay  it  with 
intereft,  the  firft  favourable  opportunity.  1  have 
heard  or  read  of  a  boy,  who  wantonly  ftruck  the 
probofcis,  or  trunk,  of  an  elephant  \  and  then 
courageoufly  fecured  himfelf,  by  running  away. 
.  Seven  years  afterwards,  the  lad  was  playing  near  the 
fide  of  a  river ;  and  had,  probably,  forgot  his  paft 
mif-demeanor.  But  the  elephant  had  a  better  me- 
mory; and  making  up  to  the  young  delinquent, 
gjafped  him  with  his  trunk,  and  very  fedately  car- 
ried the  fprawling  captive  to  the  water,  where 
he  ducked  him  once  or  twice  over  head  and  ears, 
and  then  quietly  fetting  him  .down  again  on  terra 
firma,  permitted  him  to  walk  off  without  further 
hurt. 

It  is  faid,  that,  in  thofe  countries  where  elephants 
abound,  fuch  of  them,  as  are  tame,  go  about  the 
ftreets,  like  any  other  domeftic  animal :  and  it  is 
common  for  people  to  give  them  fruit  as  they  pafs. 
In  time,  they  commence  abfolute  beggars,  and  will 
put  in  the  extremity  of  their  trunks  at  doors  and 
windows,  in  hope  of  receiving  the  little  benevolences 
which  cuftom  has  inured  them  to  expedt.  After 
waiting  a  fliort  while,  if  nothing  is  given  them,  they 
withdraw  their  trunks,  and  pafs  on  to  the  next  ac- 
ceffible  houfe.  It  is  related,  that  fome  taylors  were 
at  work  on  a  board,  withinfide  of  a  window,  whofe 
cafement  ftood  open.  A  paffmg  elephant  flopped, 
and  put  in  his  trunk.  One  of  the  men,  inftead  of 
conferring  a  douceur,  gave  the  animal's  trunk  a 
fcratdi  with  his  needle.     The  injured  party  took  no 
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prefent  notice  of  the  provocation,  but  patiently 
walked  away.  He  repaired  tq  a  neighbouring  ftream ; 
and,  having  filled  his  capacious  trunk  with  a  large 
quantity  of  water,  returned  to  the  window,  where  he 
coolly  avenged  himfelf,  by  fpoyting  the  fluid  artil- 
lery on  the  aggreflbr  and  his  comrades,  for  their  late 
breach  of  hofpitality.  If  we  do  not  relieve  the  indi- 
gent, they  at  leaft  have  a  right  not  to  be  infulted. 
And,  very  frequently,  the  meaneft  are  able,  fooner 
or,  later,  to  retaliate  with  ufury  the  contempt  they 
undeferyedly  receive. 

Every  beggar  is  not  honeft.  Nor  are  all  elephants 
actuated  by  a  ftrift  fenfe  of  moral  delicacy.  Their 
fmell  is  very  acute ;  and  if  a  perfon  has  any  fruit  or 
cakes  about  him,  they  (how,  by  the  quick  and  judi? 
,cious  application  of  their  trunks  to  the  proper-part 
of  his  drefs",  that  they  are  adepts  in  the  art  of  picking 
pockets,  with  excellent  dexterity. 

Elephants,  like  men,  have  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expreflion)  their  virtues  and  their  vices ;  though, 
to  the  hpnour  of  the  former  be  it  obferved,  the  vices 
of  an  elephant  bear  but  fmall  proportion  to  his  vir- 
tues. Tliere  have  been  inftances,  of  thefe  creatures, 
who,  in  the  firft  hurry  of  rage  for  ill-treatment,  have 
killed  their  keepers.  But  dieir  fubfequent  remorfe 
has  been  fo.infupportably  keen,  that  they  have  re- 
fufed  to  take  any  fuftenance,  and  literally  ftarvcd 
themfelves  to  deat^.  A  leflbn,  to  perfons  of  violent 
paffions  J  who,  if  hurried  away  by  the  impetuous 
torrent,  either  of  exceflive  and  unguarded  anger,  or 
of  head-ftrong  and  irregular  defire,  are  liable  to  the 
pommiffion  of  irreparable  evil,  and  may  in  a  fingle 
moment,  lay  the  ^ foundation  of  irremediable  ruin. 
He  that  hafteth  with  his  feet,  finneth.  O  believer, 
if  thou  art  by  nature  hafty,  vehement,  and  eafily 
inflammable,  call  in  fuperior  aid.  He  who,  in  the 
days  of  his  flefli,  rebuked  the  raging  of  the  winds, 
a.nd  ftilled  the  toflSngs  of  the  fea,  can,  by  the  fweet 
jpompefcing;  influence  of  his  gracious  Ipirit,  feftrain 
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thee  within  the  bounds  of  holinefs,  and  fpeak  the 
ftorm  into  a  perfefl:  calm.  I  have  read  of  an  hea- 
then, who,  when  he  found  himfelf  unduly  femiented 
by  the  kindlings  of  inward  wrath,  would  never  utter 
a  fingle  word,  until  he  had  firft  deliberately  run  over 
in  his  mind  all  the  letters  of  the  alphabet.  I  have 
read  of  a  Chriftian,  who,  when  endangered  by  fimi- 
lar  temptation,  would  not  fufFer  himfelf  to  (peak  a 
fyllable,  until  he  had  filently  repeated  the  Lord'5 
Prayer.  Go,  and  do  thou  likewife.  Repeat  that 
prayer  to  God,  in  the  fpirit  of  fupplication  :  and  thy 
vidlory  over  paffion  will  be  more  than  probable. 

Elephants  are  Angularly  grateful,  and  have  a  very 
deep  fenfe  of  friendlbip.  They  have  been  known 
to  lay  the  death  of  a  brother  elephant,  or  of  a  kind 
keeper,  fo  much  to  heart,  as  to  pine  away  from  that 
time  forward.  Even  virtue,  if  ftrained  beyond  a 
certain  pitch,  degenerates  into  a  fault.  Nor  is  it 
right  for  us  to  love,  with  too  much  ardour,  any 
perifhable  good.  Dr.  Owen  fomewhere  remarks, 
that  "  ftrong  afFeftions*  make  ftrong  affliftions." 
Confine,  therefore,  your  abfolute  regards,  to  Father, 
Son,  and  Spirit ;  the  three  glorious  friends  who  ne- 
ver die,  and  whofe  loving-kindnefs  is  immortal  as 
themfelves. 

In  fome  countries,  we  are  told,  elephants  fupply 
the  place  of  executioners.  They  are  trained,  at  a 
given  fignal,  (o  lay  hold  on  the  criminal  with  their. 
.  trunks,  by  a  ftrong  fudion ;  and  either  dafli  him 
violently  againft  the  ground,  of  tofs  him  aloft  in 
the  air,  until  repeated  contufions  put  a  period  to  his 
life.  Mankind  are  very  prone  to  value  themfelves, 
on  their  fuppofed  civilization  :  and  yet,  by  artful 
praftifing  on  the  ferocity  of  inferior  animals,  they 
Ibmetimes  teach  brutes  themfelves  to  be  ftill  more 
brutal. 

Clumfy  as  elephant^  are,  they  may  be  taught  to 
dance,  both  fingly  and  in  companies ;  and  they 
move,   on  thefe  occafions,  with  fingular  exadnefs 

and 


122  Sagacity  of  Brutes. 

and  order.  They  are  not  infenfible  to  the  harmony 
ofmofic;  and  if  properly  inured,  keep,  time  with 
their  feet,  in  a  manner  which  difcovers  great  powers 
of  judgment.  If  I  rightly  rehiember,  bilhop  Burnet 
informs  us,  in  his  travels,  that  he  faw  an  elephant 
play  at  ball,  with  all  the  eafe  and  expertnefs  of  a 
man.  But  Plutarch ^  in  his  Life  of  Pyrrhus,  men- 
tions a  much  nobler  inftance  of  elephantine  under- 
derftanding  and  adroitnefs :  accompanied  by  fuch 
magnanimous  courage  and  fidelity,  as  would  have 
redounded  to  the  honour  of  a  Sertorius,  or  of  an  Alex- 
ander. When  Pyrrhus  ftormed  the  town  of  Argos, 
a  number  of  accoutred  elephants  (according  to  the 
cuftom  of  thofe  times)  formed  a  part  of  his  military 
;ipparatus.  One  of  thefe  creatures,  perceiving  that 
his  rider  was  fallen,  invited  him,  by  every  effort  in 
his  power^  to  remount.  But  finding,  foon  after, 
that  he  [viz.  the  rider]  was  dead  of  the  wounds  he 
had  received;  the  animal,  in  a  tranfport  of  grief 
and  rage,  rufhed  furioufly  oa  friends  and  foes,  with- 
out diftinftion  :  and,  taking  up  the  body  with  his 
trunks  made  good  his  retreat,  and  rcfcued  the  re- 
mains of  his  breathlefs  mafter  from  further  violation, 
by  faithfully  and  heroically  conveying  them  from  the 
Icene  of  aftion. 

With  all  bis  magnitude  and  flrength,  an  elephant 
(if  not  foured  by  unkind  ufage)  may  be  rendered  fo 
paffive  and  gentle,  as  to  be  led  and  governed  by  a 
child.  Juft  reprefentation  of  that  amiable  meek- 
Jiefs  and  humility,  wherewith  Chriftians  of  exalted 
rank  condefcend  to  men  of  loW  eflate ;  and  perfons 
eminent  for  fuperior  grace,  or  for  diflinguiftied 
Jeaming,  bear  with  the  infirmities,  and  are  courte- 
ous to  the  ignorance  of  the  weak.  It  was  in  this 
Ipirit,  that  the  excellent  Dr.  Watts  defcended  from 
the  regions  of  philofophy,  and  flooped  from  the 
heights  of  more  elevated  poetiy,  to  compofe  his  ad- 
mirable hymns  for  children,  and  teach  infant  warb- 
lers to  lifp  the  praifes  of  the  great  Three-one. 

The 
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The  method,  by  which  wild  elephants  are  taken, 
defervej  to  be  noticed.  A  narrow  inclofure  is  made ; 
one  end  of  which  is  left  open,  for  entrance ;  and,  at 
the  extremity  of  the  other,  feveral  tame  female  ele- 
phants are  placed.  Between  both  (i.  e.  between  the 
entrance,  and  the  extremity  where  the  females  are 
fixed)  a  large  pit  is  dug,  whofe  furface  is  lined  with 
a  flight  bridge-work,  fo  neatly  turfed,  that  it  has  all 
the  appearance  of  firm  ground.  Allured  by  the 
females,  the  male  elephants  make  towards  the  place, 
but  are  fuddenly  intercepted  by  the  unfufpefted 
fnare.  Proper  p^rfons,  who  are  ftationed  to  watch 
the  event,  ftart  from  their  concealments  ;  and,  with 
exulting  fliouts,  mock  the  indignant  diftrefs  of  their 
unweildy  prifqpers.  Striking  pifture,  of  the  deceit- 
fulnefs  of  fin  j  the  unthinking  folly  of  heedlefs 
minds ;  and  the  terrible  efFefts  of  fuccefsful  temp- 
tation. 

Elephants  are  tamed,  chiefly,  by  hunger,  and  by 
blows.  Providence  hides  pride  from  man,  and  bends 
his  ftubbornneis  to  obedience,  by  gracioufly  afflic*^ 
tive  difpenfations. 

Elephants  are  faid  to  be  extremely  fond  of  pomp, 
and  to  receive  very  pleafurable  ideas  from  the  ex- 
hibitions of  fplendor.  Hence  the  natives  of  Eaft-^* 
India,  who  hold  the  dodtrine  of  tranfmigration, 
imagine,  that  thefe  animals  are  animated  by  the 
fouls  of  departed  princes.  For  this  reafon,  they  are 
treated  (efpecially  in  the  kingdom  of  Siam)  with 
difliinguifhed  refpeftf  and  fome  of  the  handfomeft; 
are  decorated  with  rich  ornaments,  and  even  digni- 
fied with  titles  of  honour.  An  elephant  of  quality 
is  known,  by  the  rings  of  gold,  filver,  or  copper, 
with  which  his  tufks  are  adorned.  There  is  fome- 
thing,  very  humiliating  to  the  pride  of  human  rea* 
fon,  in  condud  fo  extravagantly  abfurd  as  this. 
AbfolutQ  good-nature  is  abfolute  folly.  And  yet, 
^the  fanciful  furmife  of  the  tranfmigration  of  fouls 
from  one  body  into  another,  is  attended  with  pecu- 
liar 
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liar  felicities  to  the  poor  beafts  who  live  in  countries 
where  that  doftrine  obtains.  It  is  our  duty  to  adopt 
the  humanity  of  thofe  heathens,  without  it*s  ab-. 
furdities ;  and  to  be  fcrupuloufly  tender  of  the  life 
and  happinefs  of  every  inferior  animal  entrufted  to 
our  care  :  knowing,  that  the  fovereign  Providence, 
which  has  made  them  fublervient  to  our  wants,  has 
given  us  no  charter  for  the  exercife  of  unneceflary 
cruelty  or  wanton  tyranny. 

Elephants  are  extremely  long-lived.  It  is  affirm*- 
cd,  that  they  will  reach  to  one,  two,  or  even  three 
hundred  years  of  age.  If  this  be  fadt  (and  it  refts  on 
very  rcfpeftable  teftimonies),  it  is  probably  true  of 
thofe  elephants  only,  which  are  permitted  to  live 
according  to  nature,  unfpoiled  by  the  artificial  and 
falfe  refinements  of  our  ftianagement.  It  will  admit 
of  little  doubt,  that,  on  the  fiim  total,  thofe  beafts 
are  happieft,  who  have  leaft  connexion  with  man. 
Not  a  fingle  brute,  from  an  elephant  to  an  animated 
fpeck,  but  is  eventually  the'worfe,  if  it  fall  within 
the  circuit  of  human  government.  Let  us  endea- 
vour, to  make-  our  male-adminiftration  as  eafy  and 
as  little  mifchievous  to  them  as  we  can. 

Man  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  originally  indebted, 
for  feveral  leading  hints  in  points  of  confiderable  ufc- 
fulnefs  and  importance,  to  the  birds  of  the  air,  and 
to  the  beafls  of  the  field.  Nor  is  it  beneath  the 
dignity  of  human  rank,  to  derive  inftruftion  from 
nature  [i.  e.  from  infinite  wifdom  at  fecond  hand], 
under  whatever  mode,  or  form,  her  exertions  may 
appear.  Unerring  authority  bids  us,  on  fome  oc- 
cafion,  learn  of  infefts  themfelves :  Go  to  the  ant, 
thou  fluggard  ;  confider  her  ways,  and  be  wife. 

It  feems  extremely  probable  (for  inftance),  that 
fpiders,  and  filk  worms,  gave  the  primitive  houfe- 
wives  a  notion  of  fpinning.  That  birds,  and  fiflies, 
fuggefted  the  prafticability  of  failing,  in  veiTels  con- 
ftruded  fimilarly  to  the  (hape   of  thofe  animals. 

And 
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And  that  the  hippopotamus*,  or  river-horfe  (which, 
when  overcharged  with  too  great  a  quantity  of 
blood,  ftrikes  himfelf  againft  the  point  of  a  (harp 
reed,  until  he  has  bled  fufficiently ;  and  then  rolls  in 
a  particular  kind  of  mud,  until  the  bleeding  is 
ftanched),  fupplied  the  ancients  with  the  original 
idea  of  phlebotomy.  One  of  our  beft-j"  cofmogra- 
phers  obferves,  that  the  cynocephalus,  a  fpecies  of 
monkey  very  common  in  Africa,  is  faid  to  have  fur- 
niflied  the  firft  hint  of  dividing  the  day  and  night 
into  twenty-four  hours ;  this  creature  having  been 
obferved  to  make  water,  with  a  mechanical  exaft-j 
nefs,  twenty-four  times  regularly,  and  at  equal  in- 
tervals, in  the  courfe  of  a  day  and  night,  when  the 
fun  is  in  the  equinox. 

A  goat  is  by  no  means  confidered  as  an  animal  of 
bright  intelledts*  And  yet  fome  things  are  related 
of  him,  which  indicate  no  fmall  fliare  of  rationality. 
Luther's  J  ftory  is  well  known :  who  relates,  that 
two  goats,  meeting  on  a  narrow  plank  over  a  deep 
river,  it'  being  impoffible  for  them  to  pafs  a-breaft, 
one  of  them  very  prudently  couched:  that  fo,  the 
other  walking  over  him,  neither  of  them  might  be  in 
danger  of  falling  into  the  ftream.  A  memento,  to 
men  of  precipitate  difpofitions ;  who,  by  a  difcreet 
felf-reftraint,  and  by  well/timed  moderation,  meek- 
nefs,  and  condefcenfion,  may  prevent  much  inward 
and  outward  evil  from  accruing  to  themfelves  and 
to  the  Church  of  God. 

If  a  goat  knows  how  to  conduit  himfelf  with  pru- 
dence, when  cafes  of  difficulty  and  danger  call  for 
the  exercife  of  that  talent ;  he  can  alfo  prove  him- 
felf no  contemptible  adept  in  the  art  of  war,  when 
either  his  own  fafety,    or  that  of  his  family  and 

•  See  Chambers's  Didlionary,  on  the  word  bleeding.  +  Com- 

plete Syftem  of  Geography,  vol.  ii.  p.  385.  J  Sec  Mr.  Steel's 

Sermon  (i.  e.  the  third  fermonj  in  tnc  fourth  volume  of  the  Morn- 
log  Exercife^  p.  56. 

friends. 
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friends,  requiriss  him  to  repel  force  by  force*  An 
inftance  of  this  occurs,  in  the  narrative  of  Lord 
Anfon's  Voyage  * ;  nor  can  I  better  exprefs  it,  than 
in  the  words  of  that  authentic  and  well-written  per- 
formance :  premifing  only,  that  the  theatre  of  the 
following  unfuccefsful  invafion  was  the  ifland  of  Juan 
Fernandez,  in  Spanifli  Weft  India.  "  We  once  had 
an  opportunity  of  obferving  a  remarkable  difpute 
betwixt  an  herd  of  thefe  animals  [i.  e.  of  goats],  and 
a  number  of  dogs.  For,  going  in  our  boat  into  the 
caftern  bay,  we  perceived  fome  dogs  running  very 
eagerly  upon  the  foot ;  jihd,  being  willing  to  difcover 
what  game  they  were  after,  we  lay  upon  our  oars 
fome  time  to  view  them,  and  at  laft  faw  them  take 
to  an  hill;  where,  looking  a  little  further,  we  ob- 
ferved,  upon  the  ridge  of  it,  an  herd  of  goats,  which 
feemed  drawn  up  for  their  reception.  There  was  a 
very  narrow  path,  fkirted  on  each  fide  by  precipices, 
on  which  the  mafter  of  the  herd  pofted  himfelf, 
fronting  the  enemy  :  the  reft  of  the  goats  being  all 
behind  him,  where  the  ground  was  more  open.  As 
this  fpot  was  inacceffible  by  any  other  path,  except- 
ing where  this  champion  had  placed  himfelf,  the 
dogs,  though  they  ran  up-hill  with  great  alacrity, 
yet,  when  they  came  within  about  twenty  yards  of 
iim,  they  found  they  dared  not  encounter  with  him 
(for  he  would  infallibly  have  driven  them  down  the 
precipice) :  but  gave  over  the  chace,  and  quietly 
laid  themfelves  down,  panting  at  a  great  rate." 
Could  any  commanding  officer  on  the  face  of  the 
globe  have  difplayed  more  military  £kill,  in  taking 
all  poffible  advantage  of  his  ground ;  and  more  refo- 
lute  prowefs,  in^  maintaining  it,  than  this  Leohidas 
of  the  herd  ?  And,  on  the  other  hand,  were  not  the 
invaders  equally  judicious,  in  founding  a  timely  re- 
treat, and  in  not  attempting  to  ftorm  a  fortrefs, 
which  both  the  nature  of  the  place,  and  the  difcreet 

*  See  that  work^  p.  121^  122.  Quarto  edit.  , 

valour 
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valour  of  the  defendants,  concurred  to  render  ii»- 
pregnable  ?  It  is  no  impeachment  of  courage^  biut 
an  argument  of  fuperior  wifdom,  to  defift,  in  diae 
feafon^  from  defigns  that  are  found  to  be  imprac* 
ticable,  ' 

Plutarch  relates,  in  his  Life  oF  Thcmiftocles,  that, 
when  the  Athenians,  in  order  to  avoid  falling  iato 
the  hands  of  Xerxes  the  firft,  were  forced  to  quit 
their  city,  and  embark  on  board  their  fliips  ;  evca 
the  >domeftic  animals  were  evidently  fenfible  of  the 
public  diftrefs.  They  read  calamity  and  farrow^  ioi 
the  faces  and  conduit  of  their  mafters ;  though  it 
was  impoffible  for  them  to  underftaod  the  caaafe^ 
The  melancholy  notes  of  the  fowls,  the  difcanfolai»c 
mewing  of  the  cats,  and  the  tmiverial  houdinjgs  d£ 
the  dogs,  attrafted  the  obfervation,  and  heightened 
the  grief,  of  the  departing  inhabitants.  It  is  par- 
ticularly added^  concerning  a  dog  which  belonged 
to  Xantippus,  the  father  of  Pericles,  that  no  fooner 
did  the  veffel,.  in  which  his  mafter  failed,  pufli  froiai . 
ihore,  than  the  faithful  animal,  who  had  been  lefit 
^bdiind,  phmged  himfelf  into  the  iea,  and  fwam  hy 
the  fide  of  the  (hip,  until  be  reached  the  ille  c£ 
Salamis :  where,  quite  exhaufted  with  fatigue^i^he 
fell  down  and  expired.  Fidelity  and  gratit^^;fearc 
virtues,  in  whatever  rank  of  beings  they  Appear- 
and the  ancients  (to  their  honour  be  it  (aid)  were 
famous,  for  fetting  a  juft  value  on  the  good  quali- 
ties of  brutes.  Xantippus's  dog  received  a  refpeA- 
.  fill  interment :  and  his  grave  communicated  it^s 
name  to  the  adjoining  part  of  the  illand ;  which^ 
folow  down  as  the  time  of  Plutarch  (who  flourifli-^ 
ed  about  fix  hundred  years  afterwards),  retained  the 
appellation  of  "  the  dog*s  burying-place." 

Plutarch,  that  nice  obferver  of  nature,- ift  his  «n- 
tertainir^  dialogue  concerning  the  different  wifdom 
of  aqueous  and  of  land  animals,  adduces  many  per- 
tinent examples,  ftrongly  tending  to  corroborate  his 
hypothefis,  that  an  inward  intelligent  principle  of 
adtion  is  by  no  means  the  exclufivc  prerogative  of 

men* 
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men.  I  fhall,  here,  feleft  fome  of  the  mofl:  ftriking 
inftances  he  brings;  not  marflialling  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  exaft  routine  of  methodical  arrangement, 
but  introducing  them  (for  the  moft  part)  juft  as 
they  occur  in  the  difquifitions  of  the  Greek  philofo- 
pher  :  taking  the  liberty,  however,  for  the  fake  of 
connexion,  and  of  fpiritual  or  moral  improvement, 
to  interfpcrfe  a  few  6ccafional  remarks,  obvioufly 
fuggefted  by  the  inftances  themfelves.    . 

I.  The  cock-pigeon  may  ftand  as  a  pattern  to  huf- 
bands,  of  a  far  more  exalted  fpecies.  This  amiable 
bird  does,  in  his  way,  give  honour  and  affiftance  to 
his  wife,  as  to  the  more  elegant  and  more  tender  veffeL 
During  the  feflion  of  the  hen  upon  her  eggs,  he  has 
no  objeftion  to  alleviating  the  rigours  of  her  confine- 
ment, by  kindly  brooding  on  the  neft,  in  her  ftead, 
as  often  as  want  of  exercife,  or  of  refreOiment,  in- 
clines her  to  fly  abroad.  Nor  will  he  quit  his  truft, 
until  his  mate*s  return:  when  he  recommits  the  fu- 
ture family  to  her  patient  and  afFedtionate  care. 

After  the  young  are  hatched,  he  is  very  diligent  in 
providing  for  his  houfehold.  While  the  female 
keeps  guard  at  home,  he  goes  to  market,  or,  if  you 
pleafcy  Tallies  out  in  fearch  of  forage :  which  he  dif- 
tributes,  with  much  impartiality  and  difcretion, 
among  his  hungry  offspring.  Sometimes,  the  buG- 
nefs  of  feeking  provision  ^devolves,  by  mutual  con- 
fent,'  on  the  hen  :  in  which  cafe,  if  flie  happen  to 
tarry  out,  longer  than  neceflity  feems  to  require,  the 
male  bird  will  go  in  quefl:  of  her ;  and  exprefs  his 
difpleafure  by  a  fignificant  chattering,  and  by  mildly 
chaftizing  her  with  his  bill.  As  much  as  to  fay :  I 
know  how  to  temper  my  tendernefs,  with  a  few 
grains  of  gentle  authority.  Why  are  you  thus  gad- 
ding about,  and  carelefsly  taking  your  pleafure, 
when  you  ought  to  be  thinking  on  houfehold  affairs, 
and-  to  be  collefting  a  breakfaft,  or  dinner,  for  the 
little  folks  at  home?  The  female  generally  takes 
thefe  conjugal  expoftulations  very  patiently :  and, 

after 
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After  ibftly  chattering,  for  a  moment  or  tWO[>:in  h^r 
own  vindication,  either  purfues  the  bufincfs  for  whicii 
ibe  fet  out ;  or  flies  back  to  the  neft,  if  her  buiband 
chufe  to  take  the  office  of  caterer  on  h^mfelf.  Wh^ 
they  meet  a  few  minutes  after,  th^y  falpte;  a3  af- 
fectionately as  ever,  and  all  their  pjetty  differences 
are  forgot.  ^  .  , 

2.  The  fwallaw  is  an  excellent  houfe-wifc,  and 
has  an  high  fenfe  of  cleanlinefs  ai^d  decency.  Hence^ 
as  her  modefl  ambition  afpires  but  to  one  ^p^rt* 
menu  which  fenres  her 

For  chamber,  and  parlour,  and  kitchen,  and  hallj 

Uje  is  very  folicitous  to  preferve  it  e^ctremejy  ne^t 
and  unfyllied.  She  therefore  teaches  her  o^spring 
fo  to  arrange  themfelves,  at  certain  times,  as  that 
every  thing  indelicate  may  fall  over  tbp  ovi^t-fi4e  of 
the  neft,  without  any  annoyance  to  t^e  purity  qf  the 
coaunon  habitation. — The  care,  fjiis  takes  of  hpr 
ho^fe,  is  the  lefs  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  rep^iepi- 
ber  flie  was  at  the  pmns  of  building  it  h^erfelf.  Ai^d 
her  ikill,  as  an  arcnited,  is  admirably.'  Aware  Jiow 
much  depends  on  layi^  a  folid  foundation,  ftie 
places  the  larger  and  ftrongpr  ftubble  at  the  bottopi 
of  the  intended  edifice i  and  difppfes  the  flendcrer 
andflighter  materials  upon  that.  The  interftices 
are  plaflbcred  iipwith  mud :  which,  when  hardened 
by  the  air  and  fun,  is  quite  inoffenfive  to  any  of  the 
fenfes,  and  anfwers  eyery  purpofe  of  comfortable, 
warmth.  If  the  feafon  proves  lb  dry,  that  read^- 
prepared  mud  cannot  be  obtained;  Ihe  r.emedies 
this  inconvenience,  by  dipping  the  edges  of  her  wings 
in  fome  adjacent  pond  or  brook,  and  then,  {baking 
off  the  drops  upon  the  ground,  mixes  the  moiftened 
duft  into  mortar  with  her  bill,  ;^nd  conveys  it  to  the 
place  of  deftination.  The  ftyle  or  form  pf  the  ftruc- 
ture  is  nearly  fpherical :  which  figure  is,  at  once,  the 
moft  capacious,  and  the  moft  durable.  And  (he 
contrives  the  entrance  with  fo  much  judgment,  as 
Voi-.^IV,  (ig.)  Q^  equally 
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equally  to  guard  againft  the  accefs  of  enemies  and  of 
cold. 

3,  If  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Providence  are 
fo  eminent  in  the  endowments  of  fmaller  animals ; 
it  may  be  reafonably  expefted  that  creatures,  of 
larger  fize,  and  whofe  wants  are  confequcntly  greater, 
{hould  difcovcr  a  proportionable  extent  of  acute- 
nefs  and  fagacity.  Hence  the  wild  boar  will  whet 
his  tulks,  before  a  combat :  and  the  bull,  when  going 
to  encounter  an  adverfary,  previoufly  throws  himfelf 
into  fuch  an  attitude,  eitjher  of  attack,  or  defence, 
as  may  give  him  the  beft  advantage  over  his  antago- 
jiift. — ^The  lion  feems  to  befenfible,  that  the  track 
of  feet  fo  remarkable  as  his  own,  would  expofe  him 
to  a  double  inconvenience :  it  would  ferve  the  huntf* 
men  as  a  clue  to  his  haunts,  and  put  inferior 
beafts  on  their  guard  from  coming  in  his  way.  The 
former  might  be  ruinous  to  his  perfonal  fafety :  the 
latter  would  greatly  curtail  his  means  of  fubfiftence,  , 
To  obviate  both  thofe  difficulties,  he  (heaths  his 
claws,  when  he  walks  on  a  yielding  foil;  and  co|i- 
trafts  his  feet  into  as  narrow  a  compafs  as  he  can. 
This  artful  precaution  frequently  fcts  the  hunter  at 
alofs;  and  betrays  many  an  unfuipefting  quadrupede 
into  a  falfe  and  fatal  fecurity. — The  ichneumon,  in 
order  that  he  may  become  more  hateful  and  for- 
midable to  his  natural  enemy  the  crocodile,  will  roll 
himfelf,  all  over,  in  mud :  which  often  proves  a  bet* 
ter  defence  from  the  fury  of  fo  unequal  a  foe,  than 
if  the  ichneumon  was  armed  with  weapons,  or  clad 
'in  a  coat  of  impenetrable  mail. 

4.  Of  the  following  incident,  Plutarch  afiirms 
that  he  himfelf  was  an  eye-witnefs.  Being  once  on 
ftiip-board,  he  obferved  a  jar  which  was  about  half 
filled  with  oil.  A  dog  was  very  defirous  of  paying  his 
addrefTes  to  the  contents:  but  the  oil  was  too  low  in 
the  containing  veflTel,  for  him  to  get  at  it.  The  fcamen 
were  all  engaged,  different  ways :  and  the  dog,  will- 
ing tP  make  the  moflt  of  the  fev<mrable  .opportunity^ 

'took 
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took  upj  fucceffively,  a  number  of*  ftonea  which 
Were  flowed  in  that  part  of  the  (hip,  and,  dropping 
therti  one  by  one,  into  the  jar,  the  oil  at  laft  rofc 
within  his  reach,  and  he  lapped  as  much  of  it  as  he 
pleafcd.  I  was  aftonilhed,  fays  Plutarch,  by  what 
means  the  dog  could  know,  that  the  immiffion  of 
heavier  fubftances  would  caufe  the  lighter  fubftance 
to  afcend. — After  this,  we  need  hardly  be  furprized 
at  what  is  related  concerning  the  cranes  of  Lybia : 
viz.  that,  when  impelled  by  thirft,  if  they  can  meet 
with  no  water  high  enough  to  be  conveniently  reach- 
ed by  their  bills,  they  will  drop  in  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  ftones,  until  it  rifes  to  the  height  they  wifti- 
Plutarch,  indeed,  expreffes  fonie  doubt,  as  to  the 
certainty  of  this  inftance  :  but,  I  think,  without 
fufficient  reafon.  Efpecially,  as  he  admits  that 
limilar  artifices  were,  in  cafes  of  fimilar  e^igency^ 
known  to  be  made  ufe  of  by  the  geefe  of  Cilicia,  and 
by  the  bees  in  Crete. — Nor  are  the  prudence  and 
forefight,  of  the  laft  mentioned  fpecies,  confined 
merely  to  matters  of  fubfiftence.  The  Cretan  bees, 
confcious  of  their  natural  inability  to  fly,  with  due 
fteadinefs  and  equipoife,  when  the  wind  is  boifter- 
ous,  have  been  obferved  to  clafp  a  fmall  piece  of 
gravel,  on  each  fide,  under  their  wings,  that  their 
light  and  flender  bodies,  thus  judicioufly  ballafted, 
might  preferve  a  due  weight,  and  maintain  a  power 

of  felf-command. The  heights  and  recefies  in 

Mount  Taurus  are  faid  to  be  much  occupied  by 
eagles  j  ,who  are  never  better  pleafed,  than  when 
they  can  pick  the  bones  of  a  crane.  Cranes  are  very 
prone  to  cackle  and  make  a  noife  (Ifai.  xx^viii.  14) : 
and  particularly  fo,  while  they  are  flying.  The 
found  of  their  voice  roufes  the  eagles ;  who  fpring 
at  the  fignal,  and  often  makethe  talkative  itinerants 
pay  dear  for  their  imprudent  loquacity.  The  older 
and  more  experienced  cranes,  fenfible  of  their  be- 
fetting  foible,  and  of  the  peril  to  which  it  expofes 
thttDi  take  care^  before  they  venture  on  the  wing, 

0^2  to 
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to  arm  tllemfelves,  each,  with  a  ftone,  large  ehough 
to  fill  the  cavity  of  their  mouths,  and  confequetitly 
to  impofe  inevitable  filfence  on  their  tongues. 

Self-diftruft  is  an  infallible  mark  of  wifdom,  and 
(under  the  efficacy  of  Providence  and  of  grace)  th4 
trueft  ground  of  fecurity.  To  know  our  weak  fidc^ 
and  there  to  plant  the  ftrongcft  guard  ;  to  fliun,  fa 
fer  as  in  us  lies,  the  very  poflibility  of  temptation; 
and  to  put  it  out  of  our  own  power  to  tranfgrcfs^ 
by  avoiding  the  remotefl:  oiscafions  and  opportu- 
nities of  evil ;  are  among  the  tneans,  which  God 
vouchfafes  to  blefs,  for  the  t)refervation  of  his  frail  and 
fallible  people  in  the  path  of  duty  and  happinefs.  I 
could  mention  the  name  of  a  late  very  opulent  and 
very  valuable  perfon,  who,  though  naturally  avari- 
cious in  the  extreme,  was  liberal  and  beneficent  to  a 
proverb.  He  was  aware  of  his  conftitutional  fin ; 
4nd  God  gave  him  viftory  over  it,  by  enablirtg  him 
to  run  awuy  from  it.  Left  the  dormant  love  of 
money  ihould  awake  and  ftir  in  his  heart,  he  would 
not,  for  many  years  before  his  death,  truft  himfdf 
with  the  fight  of  his  revenues.  He  kept,  indeed, 
his  accounts,  as  dearly  and  exaftly  4s  any  man  in 
the  worid :  but  he  dared  not  receive,  bfecaufe  he 
dared  not  look  ati  !hat'gold  which  Tie  feared  would 
prove  a  fnare  to  his  aflfeftions.  His  Rewards  received 
all,  and  retained  all  in  their  own  hands,  until  they 
received  orders  how  to  difpofe  of  it.  From  the 
iame  excellent  motivie,  Scipio  refiifed  to  fee  «  tjeau- 
tiful  princefs,  whom  the  event  of  war  had  fid>je<fted 
to  bis  power :  left  Tier  charfns  might  pro^  either  a 
fource  of  uneafinefs,  if 'hcliad  fortitude  enough  to 
lefift  them;  or  a  (burce  of  guilt,  if  his  fortittide 
fhould  relax.  Generally  Ipeaking,  they  are  thfe 
moft  virtuous,  who  dread  to  put  their  virtues  to  tob 
fevere  a  trial.  He  that  truflith  his  own  heart,  is  Ik 
fool;  but whofo  walketh  *  wifely,  he  (hall  be  dc* 
livered.     Prov.  xxxviii.  26.  *    * 

,  *  Qui  pfopriis  diffidens  viribus,  fcinper  duceoi  quaerit:  tain 
Deam«  turn  praeceptoresj  amicoi^  &€•  Gsjb&us. 

5.  lo 
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5.  In  fine,  fercne  weather,  cranes  (like  profefling 
thriftians,  in  a  time  of  worldly  funfliine)  are  not 
yery  ohfervant  bf .  focial  ceremoi^y;  byt  wiU  fly 
abroad,  fingly,  ,witht>ut Spaying  much  .4tteAtion  to 
€acii  other.  The  cafe  ia  ^iffefcnt,,  if  ncceffity  oblige 
them  to  ihake  excuiSoris  .luidejr  a  lOUring  ^y,  and 
to  cut  their  Way  through  boifterous,  pppofing 
winds.  ^Tbey  then  form  themfely^ »;  irtf^/j'^gvlar 
companies,  and  fly  in  large  flocks  pf  tf  ijthgttl^r.'figw^  ^ 
wfaofe  ftiarp  point  moves,  forenioft;,.:whien-;j:^y,fa3 
againft  the  wind  ;  in  order  that  thfty  mSgrfrtow  eafriy 
pienetrate  the  tempeftuoiis  air,  and  preferve  their 
ranks  unbroken. — ^Sonijs times,  they  will  fleep,  gjl 
nigl^,  on  the  ground.  To  prevent  furprize,  a  ^ovt^r 
pctent  number  of  them  are  ftationed,  by  way  of  ft{l- 
vanced  guard  to  the  camp,  becaufe  of  fe^r  in  ihe 
night.  Thefe,  on  the  firft  approach  of  danger, 
found  the  note  of  alarm  ;  and  the  whole  regiment, 
Aarting  from  their  flumbers,  foar  into  the  air,  with- 
out delay.  Left  the  centinels  fliould  .fleep,  when 
they,ou^t  to  watch,  each  ilanda  (fay?  Plutarch) 
on  onelBg,and  grafps  a  ftone  in  the  claw  of  the 
other  foot.  The  uneafi»efs  of  which  iHtuation  has  a 
tendency  to  keep  them  awake ;  and,  if  they. happen 
to  dofe,  the  noife,  made  by  the  felling  of  the  ftone, 

admonithes  th«m  to  be  lefs  negligent. Let  men 

learn  of  cranes,  to  be  vigilant  in  their  ftations,  and 
faithful  to  their  truft.  Above  all,  let  ministers  of 
Chrift  not  fleep,  as  do  others;  but  watch,  as  thofc 
that  raufl;  give  account  of  their  ftewardfhip  to  the 
Judge  of  quick  and  dead.  It  is  faid  of  Ariftotle, 
that,  left  he  fhould  impede  his  progrefs  in  his  philo- 
fophicaldludies,  by  over-fleeping  himfelf,  he  ufually 
flept  with  one  hand  out  of  bed,  and  held  a  brafs  ball 
in  it,  over  a  yeflel  of  the  fame  metal :  that  the  noife, 
which  the  ball  muft  occalion  when  it  fell  from  his 
hand,  might  awake  him  to  what  he  deemed  the 
principal  buGocfs  of  human  life.  In  how  many  re- 
ipeds  may  heathen  diligence  put  Chriftian  floth- 
fulnefs  to  the  blulh ! 

(^3  6-Tht 
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6,  The  ant  feems,  of  all  others,  to  have  been 
Plutarch's  favourite  infcft.  He  even  pronounces 
her  a  wife  and  virtuous  animal :  and,  in  my  opinion , 
he  proves  his  point.  Friendttiip,  fortitude,  con- 
tinency,  patience,  juftice,  and  induftry,  are  among 
the  moral  qualities  which  he  defervedly  places  to  her 
account. 

A  company  of  thefe  creatures  (fays  this  philofo- 
pher)  viiited  a  neighbouring  ant-hill,  carrying  with 
them  a  dead  ant,  which  evidently  feemed  to  have 
been  an  inhabitant  of  the  colony  to  which  his  re* 
mainu  were  now  conveyed.  On  the  arrival  of  fo 
many  ftrangers,  feveral  emmets  afcended  fron; 
"(heir  holes,  and,  after  a  (hort  communication,  re>r 
turned  into  the  bill,  to  apprize  the  community  be- 
low, of  the  bufinefs  on  which  the  unexpefted  vifit- 
ants  wpre  come.  After  two  or  three  pafljngs  and  re- 
paflings  in  this  manner,  the  negociation  appeared  to 
be  finally  fettled.  A  deputation  of  ants,  from  with- 
in the  bin,  at  laft  lugged  up  a  worm  from  their  un- 
der rground  ftores,  which  the  others  accepted  of;  and, 
delivering  the  dead  emmet  to  his  friends,  went  away 
highly  fatisfied  with  the  recompence  they  had  re- 
.^eived. 

Whep  a  loaded  ant,  is  met  by  others  which,  have 
po  burden,  they  cpurteoufly  ftand  on  one  fide,  or 
piove  another  way,  that  they  may  not  incommode 
an  individual,  who  is  toiling  for  the  public  good.  If 
a  labouring  ant  is  carrying  or  dragging  an  heavii^r 
load  than  (ne  is  well  able  to  manage,  this  is  no  fooner 
perceived  by  the  reft,  than  as  many  volunteers  as  are, 
neceflary  run  to  her  afliftance,  and  chearfully  fet 
their  mouths  or  (boulders  to  the  work.  If  the  ma- 
terial be  very  cumbeffome,  and  will  conveniently  ad- 
mit of  a  partition,  they  will  bite  it  into  leveral 
pieces;  and  each  moves  homewards,  with  as  much 
as  he  is  able  to  carry.  After  their  fubterraneous 
magazines  are  fufficiently  ftored  with  provifions, 
'  they  carefully  fcleft  fuch  as  begin  to  putrify  or  de- 
cay; 
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e&y ;  and>  bringing  them  out  to  the  Turface  of  the 
£iii,  expofe  them  to  the  air,  or  fun,  until  properly 
dried :  taki|ig  care  to  turn  them  regularly,  and  to 
re-convey  them  into  the  common  repoGtory,  on  the 
appeai'ance  of  rain,  or  at  the  approach  of  night.  Left 
their  hoarded  com  (hould  germinate,  and  fo  defeat 
the  purpofe  for  which  they  lay  it  up,  they  carefully 
bite  off  thofe  parts  of  the  grain,  from  which  the 
root  (Irikes,  and  the  blade  (hoots. 

Plutarch's  humanity  does  honour  to  hi$  philofo^ 
phy.  He  laments  the  cruelty  of  thofe,  who,  for  the 
fake  of  gratifying  their  own  fpeculations,  exceedingly 
diftrefs,  if  not  totally  ruin,  whole  focieties.of  thefe  * 
harmlefs  and  laborious  infefts,  by  dicing  up  their 
hills.  Certainly,  this  is  buying  information,  and  in- 
dulging curiofity,  at  too  dear,  becaufe  at  a  very  un- 
merciful, rate.  They,  however,  who  have  examin- 
ed the  interior  ftructure  of  their  refidence  with  the 
utmoU  nicety  of  attention,  tell  us  that  the  pafTages 
into  it  are  not  perpendicular,  but  Hoping ;  and,  like 
a  labyrinth,  are  interfered  by  many  crofs  paths,  and 
diverfified  with  many  turnings  and  windings.  Thefe 
terminate  in  three  principal  halls,  or  cavities.  In 
one,  the  members  of  this  perfect  republic,  who  have 
all  things  in  common,  aflemble  to  feed  and  converfe. 
The  fecond  is  the  grand  repofitory,  where  the  hope 
of  the  year  (i.e.  their  food)  is  laid  up.  And  the 
third  is  the  vault,  where  they  depofit  their  dead. 

7.  The  ancient  Thracians,  when  they  were  de* 
(irous  of  paffing  a  frozen  river,  but  were  dubious 
whether  it  was  iufficiently  firm,  ufed,  among  other 
experiments,  to  turn  a  fox  loofe  upon  the  ice :  it 

.  *  I  call  them  harmlefs,  becaufe  I  have  been  aifured,  that^  on  the 
mceftobfervation,  they  are  not  found  to  injure  the  fruit-trees  on 
which  xhcf  frequently  climb.  They  arc,  it  feems,  allured  thither, 
not  hy  the  fruit,  which  they  never  hurt ;  but  by  a  fort  of  JWcetiih 
dew,  which  they  are  vecy  fond  of,  and  which  we  are  rather  obliged 
to  them  for  diminilhini; :  as  the  particplar  dew,  which  they  are  moft 
dcfirous  of,  is  deemed'very  detrimental  bofh  to  lea?es  and  fruit. 

0^4  being 
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being  thp  cuftom  of  this  (hrewd  and  wiry  animal, 
to  move  very  cautioufly  on  fuch  hazardous  ground, 
laying  his  ear  to  the  ice,  every  ftep  he  went ;  that, 
if  the  furface  began  to  crack,  or  if  the  frpft  was  fo 
moderate  as  to  admit  of  his  hearing  the  water  flow 
beneath,  he  might  be  able  to  retreat  back  in  due 
feafon.  If,  after  the  moft  exquifite  obfervation,  he 
perceived  no  danger,  his  fears  would  gradually  wear 
off,  and  he  advanced  with  boldnefs  to  the  oppofite 
bank.  Plutarch's  refledtions  on  this  conduft  are 
extremely  juft.  Here  is,  fays  he,  no  lefs  than  a 
fillogiftical  conclufiop,  from  premifles  furnilhed  by 
the  lenfes.  And  the  fox's  chain  of  argumentation 
amounts  to  no  left  than  this  :  **  There  can  be  no 
ndife,  without  motion.  That  which  is  eafily  moved, 
cannot  be  firnily  frozen.  -  Water,  not  firmly  frozen, 
retains  a  degree,  of  fluidity.  And  a  fluid  cannot 
fupport''  a  body  heavier  than  itfelf; 

8.  The  ftupidity  and  obftinacy  of  mules  are  pro- 
verbial. But,  \Vhen  Pericles  was  building  a  temple 
in  Athens,  one  of  thefe  animals  entitled  himfelf  to 
what  he  received,  viz.  the  applaufes  and  rewards  of 
the  public.  This  creature,  who  had  been  an  old 
and  ufeful  fervant  to  his  employers,  was  exempted 
from  farther  toil,  on  account  of  his  age  and  paft  fer- 
vices.  While  the  above-mentioned  temple  was 
ierefting,  fl:ones  were  continually  brought  from  a 
.confiderable  diftance,  in  carriages'  drawn  by  mules. 
The  old  mule,  though  difmifled  from  work, 
took  every  opportunity  of  attending  f  he  carts,  as  a 
voluntary  fpedator :  and  chearfully  ambled,  both 
to  and  from  the  keratnicon,  by  the  fide  of  his  har- 
ncffed  brethren,  as  though  he  meant  to  encourage 
and  quicken  them  in  the  duty  they  were  perform- 
ing. The  people  were  furprized  and  pleafed,  at  the  . 
zealous  attachment  which  the  merry  old  quadrupede 
fhewed  to  his  former  occupation;  and,  by  an  una- 
nimous vote,  ordered  him  to  be  maintained,  during 
life,  at  the  public  expence. 

.A  coqipany 
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A  company  df  elephants  were  brought  to  Rome,, 
to  entertain  the  populace  with  an  exhibition  of  the 
various  and  uncdmmon  poftures,  into  which  they 
had  been  taught  to  throw  themfelves.  One  of  thefc 
creatures,  who  was  not  fo  ready  at  thefe  difficult 
exercifes,  as  the  reft,  received,  in  recompenfe  of 
his  duUnefs,  continual  and  fevere  chaftifement  from 
his  keeper.  The  poor  animal  foon  gave  proof,  that 
his  flow  proficiency  was  the  efFeft,  rather,  of  natural 
unwieldinefs,  than  of  idlenefs,  or  obftinacy :  for  he 
was  obferved,  by  ni^t,  when  the  moon  fliojie,  and 
when  no-body  was  with  him^  to  be  carefully  prac- 
tifing  the  leflbns  which  had  been  given  him ;  that 
be  might  efcape  farther  correction,  by  acquitting 
himfelf  with  more  agility  and  expertnefs  on  the 
morrow. 

A  Syrian  elephant  was  entrufted  to  the  care  of  a 
dilhoneft  fcrvant,  who  ufually  gave  him  but  half  his 
allowance  of  com.  One  day,  the  elephant's  owner 
happened  to  come  into  the  ftable,  at  feeding  time : 
and  the  fervant,  in  confequence,  poured  out  to  the 
animal  his  full  meafure  of  barley.  But,  iriftead  of 
felling  to,  the  elephant  divided  the  heap,  into  two 
equal  parts,  with  his  trunk ;  and,  by  the  fignificancy 
of  his  motions,  gaye  his  mafter  to  underftand,  that, 
if  he  had  not  been  prefent,  his  fervant  had  not 
proved  fo  liberal. 

The  keeper  of  an  elephant  ufed,  fometimcs,  by 
way  of  frolic,  to  mix  ftones  and  dirt  with  his  pro- 
vender. This  ill-natured  jeft  was  ferioufly,  though 
humouroufly,  revenged.  For,  one  day,  the  ele- 
phant, being  within  reach  of  a  veffel,  in  which  his 
keeper's  dinner  was  boiling,  repaid  him  in  his  own 
coin,  by  filling  his  trunk  with  aihes,  and  difcharging 
them  into  the  pot. 

Wbfeh  a  number  of  thefe  animals  (in  their  un- 
turned ftate)  are  defirous  of  pafiing  a  river,  they 
very  prudently  found  the  depth  of  the  ftream,  by 
deputing  the  leaft  elephant  to  take  the  lead,  before 

any 
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iny  of  the  krgcf  ones  venture  from  the  bank :  kndW*' 
ing^  that,  if  the  water  be  fo  (hallow,  that  the  fmaU-* 
eft  of  the  company  can  wade  acrofs,  the  reft  may 
follow  without  danger^  If  the  harbinger,  who  trie» 
this  experiment,  begins  to  lofe  his  footing,  and  to 
be  higher  than  his  neck  in  the  water,  he  imme-. 
diately  turns  back  again,  and  the  adventurers  go  ia 
qucft  of  a  more  fordable  place* 

When  Porus,  one  of  the  kings  of  India,  gave 
battle  to  Alexander^  the  former  received  (everal 
wounds,  by  the.miflive  weapons  of  the  enemy.  An 
elephant,  on  which  he  fomctimcs  rode,  and  which 
attended  him  with  all  the  afTedionate  folicitude  of  a 
bofom  friend,  perceiving  his  toyal  mafter  occafion^ 
ally  wounded,  watched  every  Opportunity  of  draw- 
ing out  (with  his  trunk)  the  darts  that  faftened  j 
and,  the  faithful  cre^ure  performed  thefe  operations, 
with  all  the  judgment  and  tendernefs  imaginable* 
At  laft<  finding  that  Porus  was  finking  to  the  ground 
(though  he  fpon  recovered,  and  was  afterwards  re- 
ftored  to  his  dominions},  through  fatigue  and  lof» 
of  blood,  the  elephant  gave  another  proof  of  his 
fympathy  and  care,  by  fo^  fupporting  the  king  with 
his  trunks  as  to  break  the  force  of  bis  fall,  and  to 
let  him  gently  down* 

We  have  noticed,  in  a  foregoing  page,  fhat  it  is 
tifual  with  thofe  who  employ  themfelves  in  taking 
elephants,  to  trepan  them  into  deep  pits,  whofe  fur-* 
faces  are  fo  difguifed,  as  to  refemble  firm  ground* 
On  thefe  occafions,  the  enfnared  elephant  fets  up  a 
lamentable  cry.  If  thecoaft  is  clear,  his  wild  affo- 
ciates,  on  hearing  him  roar,  haften  (but  with  cauti- 
ous tread)  to  the  edges  of  the  pit :  and,  if  any  fuch 
materials  are  at  band,  will  affift  to  facilitate  hi3  de- 
liverance, by  throwing  in  a  large  quantity  of  timber 
and  ftones  j  which  the  prifoner  erefting  into  a  fort 
^f  ftair-cafe  below,  ht  is  thus,  fometimes,  able  to 
accdmplifh  his  efcape.— I  was  of  opinion,  that  thefe 
Additional  examples,    adduced  by  fo  excellent  a 

writer 
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writer  as  Plutarch,  and  which  obvioufly  fuggejR:  fp 
many  moral  leffons  to  man,  deferved  to  ftand  as  ^ 
fuppkment  to  whathas  been  already  pt)ferved,  cpn- 
eerning  elephants. 

The  dead  body  of  a  Roman  foldier,   who  had 

•been  filled  in  a  domeftic  tumult,  was  carefully 
watched  and  guarded  by  his  dog ;  who  would  not 
permit  any  perfon  to  touch  the  remains  of  his  de- 
parted niafter.  Pyrrhus,  king  of  Epirus,  happening 
to  pafs  that  way,  took  notice  of  fo  ilriking  a  (peg^ 
Itacle,  and  enquired  into  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe.  On  being  informed,  that  the  man  had  beea 
ilain  three  days  before,  and  that  the  dog,  in  all  tha$ 
time,  had  neither  ftirred  from  t;he  body,  nor  taken 
any  food,  the  king  ordered  the  corpfe  to  be  ip^ 
terred,  and  the  dog  to  \>e  taken  care  pf>  and  brought 
to  him.  The  creature  foon  grew  fond  of  Pyrrhus ; 
who,  (hortly  after,  ordering  his  forces  to  be  mufter^- 
cd,  the  foldiers  paft  before  him  in  review.  During 
this  ceremony,  the  dog,  for  fome  time,  lay  quietly 
at  his  feet ;  until  feeing  thofe  foldiers  march  by, 
who  had  murdered  his  late  mafter,  he  fprung  at 
them,  with  fuch  rage  and  fiercenefs,  and  turned 
hinifelf  to  Pyrrhus,  with  fuch  meaning  in  his  looks 
and  geftures,  that  the  men  were  fent  to  prifon,  on 
fufpicion  of  having  committed  the  crinie  with  which 
the  dog  feemed  to  charge  them.  Being  ftriftly  exr 
amined,  they  confeffed  themfelves  gtiilty,  and  were 
accordingly  executed  • 

•  The  temple  of  iEfculapius,  at  Athens,  was  fur- 
nilhed  with  piany  rich  ornaments  and  utenfils  of 
gold  and  filver.  A  robber,  who  was  defirous  of 
paying  his  compliments  to  fome  of  this  wealth,  ac* 
Complithed  his  defign  with  fuch  art  and  fecrecy,  that 

.  he  fuppofed  all  difcovery  of  the  offender  to  be  im- 
poffible.  A  dog,  indeed,  belonging  to  fome  of 
thofe  whofe  office  it  was  to  watch  the  temple,  had 
done  his  duty,  by  barking  inceffantly  :  but  the  fex- 
tons  either  did  not^  or  would  not,  take  the  alarm. 

Th^ 
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The  honcft  animal,  faithful  and  fteady  to  his  pur • 
pofe,  purfued  the  thief;  who  in  vain  attempted  to 
keep  him  at  bay.  He  pelted  him  with  flones  :  b\it 
the  dog  ftill  followed.  He  tried  to  bribe  him,  by 
throwing  him  pieces-  of  meat  j  but  the  dog  refufed 
to  touch  them.  The  purfuer  ftill  kept  the  criminal 
in  view,  nor  loft  fight  of  him,  until  he  had  watched 
him  to  his  place  of  habitation  (which  was  at  fome 
diftance  from  Athens),  where  he  pofted  himfelf,  as 
centinel,  at  the  door.  Whenever  the  culprit  ven- 
tured" from  home,  CipparQs  (for  fo  the  dog  was 
called)  ftill  haunted  him.  The  news  of  the  irobbery 
was  foon  made  public,  but  the  robber  ftill  remained 
undetefted  :  until,  information  being  given,  that 
Cipparus,  the  temple-dog,  was  at  fuch  a  place,  and 
perpetually  haraffing  fuch  a  perfon,  though  fawning 
on  cvjsry  body  elk ;  proper  officers  were  difpatched, 
who  took  the  fufpicious  man  into  cuftody.  While  ' 
they  were  condu6line.him  to  examination,  the  dog, 
confcious  of  the  diftinguilhed  part  he  had  borne,  m 
bringing  the  mifcreant  to  juftice,  ran  before  them, 
all  the  way,  jumping,  and  giving  €very  demonftra- 
tion  of  joy.  The  Athenian  people  recompenfed  the 
Teal,  faithfulnefs,  and  affiduity  of  Cipparus,  by 
affigning  him  to  the  care  of  the  priefts  who  officiated 
in  the  jEfculapian  temple,  and  by  voting  him  a  fup- 
ply,  from  the  public  ftores,  for  Ills'  maintenance. 

Among  the  many  ufeful,  inferences,  deduciblc 
from  fuch  inftances  as  thefe,  one,  which  Plutarch 
himfelf  fuggefts,  miift  not  be  omitted.  "  They," 
fays  this  valuable  philofopher,  "  who  fuppofe,  that 
there  are  no  fuch  things  as  gratitude  and  juftice  due, 
from  us,  to  animals  of  inferior  rank ;  muft  be  under- 
•ftood,  in  reference  to  fuch  animals,  only,  as  are  ab- 
folutely  un tameable  ;  and,  particularly,  to  •  thofe 
that  live  in  the  fea,  and  occupy  the  recefTes  of  the 
-deep.  For  the  fea  produces  no  creature  that  is  ca- 
pable of  contraftitig  friendship  with  m^n,  and  all  its 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants  are  incurably  wildj^  But  the  peribr|,  who 
inlifts,  that  moral  obHgation  has  nothing  to  do,  in 
regulating  our  treatment  of  land-animals  (efpccially, 
domeflic  ones) ;  proclaims  himfelf  to  be  no  better 
than  a  (avage  and  a  brute,  in  the  worft:  fenfe  of  thofc 
terms.  Was  no  refpeft  due  to  the  Hyrcanian  dog, 
who,  when  he  faw  his  maftpr's  ccrpfe  burning  on  the 
funeral  pile,  jumped  into  the  flames,  and  was  con- 
ftimed  with  it  ?  Nor  to  the  dog  of  one  Pyrrhus  (not 
the  king),  who  gave  his  deceafed  mafter  ,the  fame 
*cftimony  of  affedion  ?" 


SOLAR      SYSTEM. 

[With  a  Plate  annexed.] 

1.  TN  the  centre  of  our  mundane  fyftem,  and  at  a 
-*•  juft  diftance  from  the  circumvolving  planets,. 
is  fixed  that  moft  magnificent  and  beneficial  orb  of 
fluid  fire,  the  fun  :  defigned  and  formed,  by  gra- 
cious and  Almighty  WiCdom^  to  be  the  grand,  un- 
failing difpenfer  of  light  and  heat,  to  the  animal, 
the  mineral,' and  the  vegetable  worlds; 

So  eflentially  important  are  it*s  communications, 
to  the  earth  and  her  filler  planets ;  that  the  adorable 
Saviour  of  finners  is,  in  Scripture,  figuratively  flu- 
dowed  forth  to  our  conceptions,  by  an  idea  taken 
from  this  brightefl:  of  vifible  objefts.  "  The  Lord 
God  is  a  fun  and  (hield  ;  he  will  give,  to  his  chofen 
people,  the  light  and  warmth  of  grace,  below,  and 
crown  that  grace  with  perfection  of  glory,  in  the 
heaven  of  heavens,  above  (Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  11).'*  And 
the  Father's  endearing  promife,  made  and  fulfilled 
<b  each  fpiritually  awakened  finncr,  is,  "  To  you, 

that 
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ttat  fear  my  name,  ^all  the  fun  of  rjghtcoiifncft 
*rifc,  with  healing  in  his  beams.     MaL  iv.  2." 

%*  How  extremely  fmall  the  material  fun  appears^ 
in  comparifbn  of  it  s  real  *  magnitude  ?  Who,  that 
lis  guided  merely  by  his  naked  eye,  would  fuppofe 
that  luminary  to  be,  what  in  fed  it  is,  not  leis  than 
Hl  million  of  tildes  larger,  than  our  whole  extenfive 
globe  of  elrth  and  feas !  When  purblind  reafon 
fakes  upon  her,  to  fit  in  judgment  on  the  myfterious^ 
nature,  decrees,  and  difpenfetions*  of  God,  llie  re- 
fembles  the  fliort -lighted  optics  of  an  Unlettered 
Indian,  wh6,  eftimating  the  fize  of  the  fun,  by  his 
own  inadequate  perceptions,  im^ines  it  to  be  of 
much  lefs  circumference  than  the  floor  of  his  hut  j 
and,  was  a  philofopher  to  apprize  him  of  his  miftake, 
tvould  alk,  with  an  unbelieving  ftare,  if  not  with  a 
contemptuous  fmile.  How  can  thefe  things  be? 
&tween  the  fun*s  real  and  apparent  dimenfions, 
fome,  though  exceeding  little,  proportion  obtains. 
But,  when  the  fecond  perfon  in  the  godhead  deigned 
fo  cloath  himfelf  with  mortality,  his  appearance 
bore  no  proportion  to  his  infinite  and  eflentjal  dig- 
nity. Is  not  this  the  carpenter,  the  fon  of  Mary  ?  ^ 
was  the  decifion  of  unilluminated  reafon.  The  eye 
of  fupernatural  faith,  alone,  was  able  to  fee  through 
the  human  veil,  difcern  the  latent  Deity,  and  be- 
hold his  glory,  as  the  glory  of  the  Only  Begotten  of 
the  Father,  full  of  ^racc  and  truth. 

3.  What  a  dimmutive  figure  would  our  earth 
make,  if  feen  from  the  fun,  by  eyes  fo  conftrufted 
as  our*s  1  It  would  appear  a  million  of  times  fmaller, 
than  the  fun  now  feems  to  ps :  i.  e.  it  would  be 

hardly,  if  at  all,  vifible.     Why  is  the  fiin  no  larger, 

ft. 

*  The  fun's  diameter,  or  width  frooi  edge  to  edge,  is  no  fewer 
thaii  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two  thoufand,  one  hundred  and 
forty^eight  miles ;  and  it's  circumference,  tw6  millions,  five  hun* 
dred,  and  eighty-two  thoufand  miles.  Tht  diameter  of  the  earth  is, 
^t  quite  eight  thoufand* 
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in  our  fight  ?  Becaufe,  of  our  extreme  "f  dift^ncc 
from  it.  The  earth,  why  fo  large  ?  Becaufe  we  arc 
Tcfident  upon  it.  And  wherefore,  O  my  foul,  are 
the  glorious  things  of  God,  and  the  important  con- 
cerns of  futurity,  no  greater  in  thy  view  ^  Becaufe 
the  remains  of  original  corruption  ilill  keep  thee  at 
•fome  diftance  from  thy  mafter ;  and  hinder  thee 
from  feeing  eternal  realities,  in  the  momentous  light 
they  deferve.  Why  do  the  perifliing  intprefts  of 
time  jsippear  fo  great .?  Becaufe  we  are  immediately 
conyemnt  with  them ;  and  they  have,  naturally, 
too  deep  a  place  in  our  vile  affedtions..  Milton  re- 
prefents  the  feraph  Uriel,  as  dwelling  in  the  fjin. 
Was  this,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  our  cafe  j  were  our 
hearts  right  with  God,  and  could  we  co^jftantly 
walk  in  the  near,  uninterrupted  light  of  Jiis  blefled 
couxitenajice ;  how  would  the  world  dwindle  in  our 
cfteenj?  What  a  fpeck,  what  a  comparative  np- 
thing,  would  ijt  appear  i 

4.  I'he  prefence  of  the  folar  beams  conftitute^ 
^day-light ;  and  ftars,  which,  during  our  rec^fs  frongi 
the  fun,  fpangled  the  fable  canopy  of  nighty  and 
glittejed  to  the  view  of  gazing  nations,  not  only 
jceafe  to  dazzle,  but  even  forbear  tp  twinkle,  an(J 
fcecome  quite  invifible,  when  the  lucid  monarch  pf 
the  fky  re-gilds  our  hemifphere  with  his  gladdening 
/itnile.  The  fuperior  luftre  abforbs  the  inferior  j  aqcj 
thofe  fhining  drops,  which  fo  lately  attrafted  onjc 
admiration,  are  loft,  abfolutely  loft,  in  one  vaft, 
magnificent  ocean  of  light.  Such  is  the  fate  of  hu** 
^an  righteoufnefs,  when  Chrift,  in  his  fulnefs  0/ 
jffiediatQrial  beauty  and  grandeur,  rifes  on  t.Ke  (c^vi 

f  A  line  cutended  from  the  furface  of  the  evjth^o  thjt  of  the  fuo^ 
wonld  be  eight  hundred  and  fixty  millions,  fifty-one  thoufand,  thtf^ 
iiandred  and  ninety-eight  miles  in  length. 

Mr.  Derham  (fte  his  Phyf.  Theo.  book  u  chap.  4.)  compnt^ 
tdiat  a  bullet,  dilcharged  from  a  large  gun,  ivould  not  (even  fup- 
pofing  it  to  travel  wim  it's  utmod,  unabated  velocity)  reach  the  fun^ 
jn  lefs  tiqie  than  thirty-two  years  and  an  half. 
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of  a  benighted  finner.  In  our  pharifaical  and  uncon* 
verted  ftate  (a  ftate  of  tenfold  deeper  than  Egyptian 
darkneis) ;  our  good  works,  as  we  are  apt  flatter- 
ingly to  ftyle  them,  charms  us  with  tl^ir  petty, 
evanid  radiance, 

^*  As  ftars,  from  abfent  fiins,  have  leave  to  fliine." 
But  no  fooner  is  Jefus,  by  the  internal  agency  of  hi* 
fpirit,  revealed  in  our  hearts,  and  his  completely 
finilhed  obedience  difcovered  *o  the  eye  of  faith, 
than  we  ceafc  going  about  to  eftablilh  our  own 
righteoufnefs,  and  joyfully  fubmit  to  the  imputed 
righteoufnefs  of  the  incarnate  God.  Self-excellence 
and  felf-dependence  vanilh,  in  that  blefled  moment: 
and  the  language  of  the  foul  is,  "  Thy  merits,  Q 
thou  Redeemer  of  the  loft,  are  all  my  falvation ;  and 
an  intereft  in  thee,  is  all  my  defire." 

5.  The  atmofphere,  or  that  body  of  air,  which 
cncompafles  our  globe  45  miles  every  way,  is 
equally  important  to  the  life  of  animals,  and  to  the 
vegetation  of  plants.  But  it  would  quickly  ceafe  to 
anfwer  thefe  valuable  ends,  were  it  not  for  the  addi- 
tional influence  of  the  fun.  Whereas,  in  fubordina- 
tion  to  that,  and  as  a  medium  between  that  and  us, 
it  minifters  every  moment,  to  our  beft  temporal  in- 
terefts. — Thus,  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel  are  to  be 
numbered  among  thofe  ftreams,  which  gladden  the 
Church  of  God,  if,  and  when,  he  makes  them  the. 
vehicles  of  his  own  prefence  and  power  to  the  fouK 
Abftrafted  from  the  converting  and  cheriftiing  ope- 
rations of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  beft  means  of  grace 
would  infallibly  leave  us  (as  a  funlefs  atmofphere 
would  leave  the  earth)  no  lefs  cold  and  unanimated* 
than  they  found  us. 

6.  T^o  the  fun  are  owing,  the  jewels,  and  the  me- 
tals, that  enrich,  the  bowels  of  our  globe ;  together 
with  every  herb,  flower,  and  tree,  that- beautify  its 
furface. 

"  'Tis  Phoebus  warms,  the  rip'ning  ore  to  gold :" 

It 
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It  is  the  folar  influence^  which  gives  briliiahCy  to  the 
diamond,  verdure  to  the  leaf,  tints  to  the  flower, 
and  davour  to  fruits. — So,  the  Ihinings  of  Chrift's 
prefence  on  the  foul  give  exiftence,  and  gradual  ma- 
turity, to  the  inward  graces  that  enrich  the  heart, 
and  to  the  peaceable  works  of  righteoufnefs  which 
adorn  the  life,  of  every  true  believer  in  his  namc^ 

7.  Many  of  the  antients  fuppofed,  that  the  fun 
moves  round  the  earth  :  whereas,  on  the  contrary^ 
nothing  is  more  demonftrable,  than  that  the  earth  is 
carried  round  th^  fun. — ^The  Arminians  (like  thofe 
miftaken  people  of  antiquity)  would  perfuade  vts^ 
that  God  regulates  his  decrees,  by  the  tfce-wiU  (or, 
in  a  yet  more  impious  phrafe  of  their's,  by  the  telf- 
detemrined  conduct)  of  the  creatures  be  has  made< 
This  is  juft  as  abfurd,  in  theology,  as  it  would  be 
falfe,  in  philofophy,  to  aflert,  that  the  fun  dances 
round  the  earth,  inftead  of  the  earth's  circuiting  the 
fun.  Scripture  exprefsly  affures  us,  that  the  way  of 
man  is  not  in  himfelf ;  neither  is  it  in  man  that 
walketh,  to  direft  his  own  fteps :  Jer.  x.  23.  God 
does  not,  like  a  dependent  lacquey  in  a  livery,  ad- 
juft  his  motions  by  ours ;  but  human  condud  is  ad-* 
jufted  and  regulated  (either  permifTively,  pr  effec- 
tively, according  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe)  by  the 
wife  determinations  of  his  fovereign  and  undefeatable 
will.  He,  as  an  uncreated  and  all-pervading  fun^ 
is  the  centre  of  the  univerfal  fyftem :  while  the  whole 
choir  of  created  beings,  without  a  fingle  exception, 
perform  their  allotted  planetary  revolutions,  to  the 
ultimate  glory  of  that  God  "  whofc  never-failing 
providence''  (as  the  Church  of  £i:lgland  finely  ex-* 
preffcs  it)  "  ordereth  all  things,  both  in  heaven 
and  earth/*  - 

8.  Though  the  fun  conftantly  occupies  the  fame 
part  of  fpace,  and  is,  in  that  refped:,  fixed  and  im- 
moveable ;  it  yet  turns  upon  its  own  axis,  and  com« 
pletes  its  central  rotatioa  in  about  25  days  and  fix 
hours.  This  regular  aqd  perpetual  ad^uofity  con- 
tributes, probably,  to  that  amaztftg  force  and  fwift- 

VoL.iy.  (19.)  %  nefs,  ^ 


:  2J^6  Solar  Syfiem. 

^  fikky  with  which  its  rays  are  thrown  off  towards  the 
diftant  worlds  that  revolve  around.— Thus  God  is, 
j^cei&rily  and  eflentially,  fixed  and  unchangeable 
in  his  will.     He  is  of  one  mind ;  who  can  turn  him  ? 

^  ahd  what  his  foul  defireth,  even  that  he  doth :  Job 
•xxiii.  13.  This  divine  immutability  is,  however, 
conne&ed  with  inceflant,  omnipotent,  and  univerial 
activity :  governing  *  all  beings  And  events,  by  his 

.  abfolute  providence  y  and  diffufing  (acred  light  and 

.  beat,  through  the  entire  world  of  his  converted  peo- 
ple, by  the  energy  of  his  grace.     Hifc  own  foverdgn 

c  ^cree  is  the  axis,  on  which  he  moves  1  and  the  onlf 

.  rule,  by  which  he  regulates  the  whole  of  hii  effec* 
tive  and  permiffive  condu£);. 

~^.  Modern  aftronomefs  have  drfcovered,  what  are 
commonly  called,  tnaeula  folates :  u  e.  certain  ^x>ts, 
which  hover  near  the  furfacedf  the  fun.  Sometimes, 
a  confiderable  number  of  thefe  are  vifible  at  once. 

'  And,  very  often,  none  at  all.  Philofophers  are 
greatly  divided,  as  to  the  nature  and  caufe  of  thefe 

♦  fokr  fpots  :  though  it  is  generally  agreed,  that  they 
are  not  adherent  to  the  fun's  di&y  but  fufpended  at 
fome  diftance  from  it ;  and  there  is  rcafonable  ground 
to  believe,  that,  after  a  temporary  fu^enfion,  they 

-  fall  iiito  the  body  of  that  grand  luminary,  and  are 
inilantaneoufly  tranfmuted  into  one  fplendid  ma(s 
with  itfelf. — Whether  thofe  reputed  fpots  be  really 
in  the  fun,  or  not;  thus  much  is  infallibly  certain, 
that  God  is  li|ht,  and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at  all : 
no  error,  no  impurity>  no  defeft.      The  affliftive 

.  *  Hence  that  noUcconfeffion  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton :  '*  :£terntis 
eft  [Deus]»  et  infinitus,  omnipotens  5:  omnifciens.  Omnia  regit, 
&  omnia  cognofcit,  qiiae  fiunt^  aut  fciri  pofluiit.  In  ipib  contlnen-* 
tur  et  moventur  univerfa,  fed  abfqae  mutua  paffione.— ->Den8  nihil 
patitar^  ex  corgorum  motibas :  ilia  nttllam  fentiant  r^ftentiamy  e^ 
omniprasfentia  Dei.-— Deus,  fine  dominioj  providentiiy  ct  caoiis 
finalibus,  nihil  aliud  eft  qu^m  fatum  &  nataia."— -— Principia^  pag« 
(mecHm)  483. 

In  proof  of  whichyihis  prince  of  phrlofophers  appeals,  among 
other  texts,  to  AAs  xvii.  17.  28. 

diftributions 
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diftributions  of  his  providence,  and  the  limited 
communications  of  his  grace,  may,  to  the  benighted 
eye  of  unregenerated  reafon,  appear  like  the  tranfitory 
(pots,  which  fometimes  feems  to  disfigure  the  beauty, 
and  to  impair  the  luftre,  of  the  fun.  **  I  am  afflift- 
ed,  beyond  meafure,  and  without  cdufe  ;**  cries  a 
child  of  unbelief,  while  fmarting  under  a  providen- 
tial rod.  "  God  is  partial  and  unjuft,  in  convert* 
ing  fome  to  holinefs,  and  leaving  others  to  perifh  in 
their  fins;**  fay  the  unhumbled  difciples  of  An 
minius-  On  the  contrary,  the  faith  of  God*s  eledt 
teaches  its  happy  fubjefts,  to  give  their  heavenly  Fa- 
ther unlimited  credit  for  ^being  perfectly  wife,  and 
juft,  and  good;  and  to  wait  the  end  of  his  difpen- 
fations,  when  every  feeming  fpot  (hall  vanifli,  and 
God  will  make  his  righteoufnefs  as  evident  as  the 
light,  and  his  juft  dealing  as  the  noon-day. 

10.  Is  it  at  all  wonderful,  that  the  fun*s  tran- 
fcendent  brightnefs,  if  too  intently  furveyed, 
(hould  dazzle  and  confufe  the  unaflTifted  organs  of 
human  light  ?  Can  it  be  otherwife,  whije  that  is  fo 
potent,  and  thefe  fo  feeble  ? — Go,  then,  thou  pre* 
tended  rationalift !  and  fay,  confiftently  with  reafon, 
if  thou  canft,  that  **  Where  myftery  begins,  religion 
ends*.'*  Say  rather,  religion  ends,  where  myftery 
does  not  begin.  If  thou  art  unable,  with  thy  naked 
eye,  to  look  ftedfaftly  at  the  material  fun,  when 
(hining  in  the  fuUnefs  of  its  ftrength  ;  who  among 
the  children  of  men  is  fufficient  to  comprehend  the 
nature,  the  purpofes,  and  the  difpofals  of  him> 
before  whofe  infufferable  glory  Gabriel  and  Raphael 
cover  their  faces  with  their  wings  ? 

"  But  fools  ru(h  in,  where  angels  fear  to  tread.'* 

1 1 .  How  aftonifhingly  rapid  is  the  tranfmiffion  of 
light,  from  the  fun  to  our  planet  !  I  cannot  difplay 
this,  fo  well,  a?  in  the  words  of  the  accoctiptilhed 

*  Tbefe  are  the  very  words  of  a  late  Arminian  author* 

Kz  Mr. 
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Mr.  Dcrham  *.  **  It  is  a  very  great  aft  of  the  pro» 
vidence  of  God,  that  fuch  a  benefit,  as  light,  is  not 
long  in  its  paflage  from  place  to  place.  For  was  its 
motion  no  fwifter  than  the  motion  of  the  fwifteft 
bodies  upon  earth  (fuch  as  of  a  +*  bullet,  out  of  la 
great  gun ;  or  even  of  J  found,  which  next  to  light, 
.is  the  fwifteft  motion  we  have) ;  in  this  cafe,  light 
would  take  up,  in  its  progrefs  from  the  (lin  to  us, 
above  thirty  two  years,  at  the  rate  of  the  firft :  and 
above  feventeen  yeirs,  at  the  rate  of  the  latter  mo- 
tion. The  inconveniencies  of  which  would  be, 
(i.)  its^  energy  and  vigour  would  be  greatly  cooled 
and  abated:  (2.)  its  rays  would  be  lefs  penetrant : 
and,  (3.)  darkneis  would  with  greater  difficulty  and 
tardinefs  be  diffipated;  efpecially,  by  the  fainter - 
,  fights  of  our  fublunary  luminous  bodies. 

"  But,  paffing  with  fuch  prodigious  velocity,  with 
nearly  the  inftantaneous  fwiftnefs  of  almoft  two 
hundred  thoufand  miles  in  one  fecond  of  time,  or 
(which  is  the  fame  thing)  being  but  about  (even  or 
eight  minutes  of  an  hour,  in  coming  from  the  fun  to 
us  ;  therefore  it  is,  that,  with  all  fecurity  and  fpeed, 
we  receive  the  kindly  effefts  and  influences  of  that 
noble  and  ufeful  creature  of  God.  Now,  forafmuch 
as  the  diftance  between  the  fun  and  the  earth  is  860 

*  Phyfico-Thcology,  b^  1.  chrrp.  4. 

f  **  Acc(5fding  to  the  obfervations  of  Merfennusy  a  bollet,  (hot 
oat  (if  a  krge  gun,  flies  9a  fathoms  in  a  fecond  of  time;  which  are 
eqdal  to  589  Eng1i(h  feet,  and  an  half:  and  according  to  the  com- 
potation  of  Mr.  Haygens,  it  woald  be  25  3rears  inpaffitflgfiom  the 
earth  to  the  fun.  Bat,  according  to  my  owni  obfervations.  made 
with  one  of  her  late  majefty*6  fakers,  and  a  very  accarate  pendo- 
Ipm-cbronometer ;  a  boliet,  at  its  firft'difcharge,  flies  rio  yards  la 
5  half  fecorids:  which  are  a  milet  in  little  above  17  naif  fitfconds. 
And — a  bullet  would  be  3a  years  and  an  half,  in  flying,  with  its  st« 
mod  Telocity,  to  the  fan. 

X  **  As  to  the  velocity  of  foands,  I  made  divers  niceexperimentv. 
.  with  good  inftrumcnts:  by  which  I  found,  that  the  medium  of  their 
flight  is  at  that  rate  of  a  niile  in  nine  half  feconds  and  a  quarter; 
or  1 1 42  feet,  in  one  fecond  of  time.  According  to  which  rate,  a 
found  would  be  near  17  years  and  an  half,  in  flying  as  far  as  the 
dilUnce  is  from  the  earth  to  the  fun.*'«>-D£RHAM, 
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mlllioQS,  ji  thoufand,  3  hundred,  and  98  miles  r 
therefore  at  the  rate  of  7  minutes  and  a  half,  or  450 
Seconds,  in  pafllng  from  the  fun ;  light  will  be  found 
to  fly  above  lox   thoufand,   two  hundred,  and  25  ' 
miles,  in  one  (ccond  of  time." 

Truly  wonderful  as  thefe  conGderations  are,  they 
yet  afford  but  a  very  inadequate  illuftration  of  the 
power  and  fwiftnefs,  with  which  the  convincing  ar- 
rows of  the  Holy  Ghoft  are  often  found  to  pierce 
and  illuminate  the  foul  of  an  eledt  finner.  How  was 
theener^  of  hisarm  revealed;  how  mightily,  and 
how  rapidly,  did  the  meltings  of  his  grace  catch 
from  heart  to  heart;  when  no  fewer  thaqi 
three  thoufand  rebels  were  favingly.fubdued,  and 
born  a^in,  under  a  Angle  fermon !  Afts  ii.  41.-7— 
Whatinflantaneous  and  irrefiftible  lightening  iflued 
from  the  eye  of  Jefus,  when  he  looked  his  revolte4 
apoille  into  repentance  unto  life ! — And,  to  enumer 
rate  no  more  inftances,  how  great  was  the  glory  of 
that  light,  which  (in  a  moment ;  or  in  lefs  time,  if 
lels  can  be)  flruck  the  bloody  pharife.e  of  Tarfus  to 
the  ground ;  transformed  the  furious  lion  into  a 
paffive  lamb  ;  and  compelled  a  blafpheming  perfe- 
cutor  to  groan,  from  the  initjoft  of  his  heart.  Lord, 
what  wouldft  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  Nor  is  lefs  power, 
from  on  high,  exerted  in  the  foul  of  any  man  who  is 
efFedually  ttirned  to  God.  The  fame  omnipotence, 
which  conquered  Paul;  yea^  the  fame  omnipotence 
which  raifed  Jefus  himfelf  from  tlie  dead  ;  has  adu- 
Ally  been  put  forth  in  thee,  O  reader,  if  thou  haft  . 
experienced  the  renewing  operation  of  thp  Holy 
Spirit.   I  Tim.  i.  16.  Eph.  i.  19,  20. 

Do  we  wonder  at  the  account,  which  philofophy 
gives,  concerning  the  fpeedy  tranfmiffion  of  this 
lovely  element,  from  its  created  fountain,  to  the 
earth  ?  Let  us  rather,  value  and  admire  that  -  infi- 
nitely tranfcendent  and  more  important  bleffing, 
which  the  following  goldep .  paflage  fo  charmingly 
:  dcfcpbes :  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  Iliine 
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out  of  darknefs,  hath  (hined  in  our  hearts;  to  give' 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in 
the  pgrfpn  of  Jefus  Chrift.     2  Cor,  yi.  6. 

Once  more,  light  does  i^ot  travel  from  the  fun,  fb 
Iwiftly,  as  the  quickened  bodies  of  the  faints  (hall 
jife  into  glory,  honour,  and  immortality,  when  the 
Saviour  of  men  Ihall  appear,  and  the  arch-angePs 
trumpet  found.  In  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye,  the  dead  (hall  be  raifed  incorruptible,  and 
we  (hall  be  changed. 

12.  Summer  is,  ufually,  the  fe^fon  of  *  heat: 
and  winter  of  cpld.  Yet  nothing  is  more  certainly 
|:rue,  than  that  the  fun  is  much  ^  nearer  to  us,  iij 
winter,  than  in  fummer.  The  annual  path,  which 
^he  earth  defcribe§  around  the  fun,  is  not  exaftly  citr 
cular,  but  elliptjcal  j  i,  e.  of  a  figurp  fomewhat  oval  | 
from  whence  it;  follows,  that  our  diftance  from  that 
luminary  is  not  always  the  fame.  For  the  reafqns, 
afligned  in  the  firft  note  below,  we  do  not  feel  thfe 
folar  heat,  during  the  keener  months  \  though,  in 
reality,  we  are'  kls  remote  fponi  the  gre^t  material 

^  "  There  are  two  causes  of  t^ie  great  difierence  between  the  bea( 
and  the  cold  in  fummer  vjoA  winter :  i .  The  (horter  or  longer  con* 
fcinuance  of  thfs  fun  above  our  horizon.  In  fammer,  long :  whidh 
encreafes  the  heat«  as  much  as  it  lengthens  the  da]^«.  In  winter, 
ihort ;  which  diminifhes  heat,  as  it  (hortens  the  day  ;  and  augments 

the  cold,  as  it  lep^hens  the  night. 2.  The  other  caufe  is,  the 

obliqujC  or  perpendicular  direif^ion  of  the  fun's  rays ;  the  obliqae  be* 
ing  weaker  than  the  perpendicular."    Aftro-Th^l.  b.  iv*  ch.  iv^ 

In  fqiQmer,  the  rays  fail  more  perpendicularly^  upon  the  earth, 
than  iii  wifiter;  and.  confequcncly,  with  more  vivid  and  forcible 
efFc^.  In  winter,  they  fall  obliquely ;  and,  therefore,  with  feebler 
land  lefs  fenfible  imprefliori. 

+  **  The  fun's  greater  proximity  to  ns  in  winter,  is  manifeft,  from 
the  increment  of  iVs  apparent  diameter,  to  32^.  47%  And  the  de« 
crement  thereof,  in  fummer,  tp  31  f.  40''. 

**  Moreover,  it's  fwiftcr  motion,  in  winter,  about  the  foMice,  by 
1 1  f  th  part,  is  an  argument  of  it's  being  then  nearer  the  earth. 
From  whence  it  comes  to  pais,  that,  from  the  vernal,  to  the  autumnal 
equinox,  there  are  about  eight  days  more,  than  from  the  autumnal 
fb  the  vernal."  '  Aftro-Ttcology,  u.  f. 
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fourcc  of  light  ai)d  warmth^  than  at  thofe  times 
when  it's  influence  is  more  feniibly  enjoyed.     Th^ 
believer,  too,  has  his  winter  feafons,  of  providential 
affliftion,  and  of  fpiritual  diftrefs.     At  fuch  periods, 
his  views  are  cccafionally  dark,  and  his  comforts 
liable  to  a  temporary  chill.    Yet,  if  the  God  of  love 
is  ever  peculiarly  near  to  his  people  for  good,  it  is 
when  his  arrows  ftick  faft  in  them,  and  when  his 
hand  prefleth  them  fore.     Behold,  God  is  in  this 
place,  and  I  knew  it  not ;  was  the  retrofpedive  ex-» 
perience  of  Jacob.     While  the  fpiritual  winter  Ufts^ 
be  it  thy  endeavour  to  exercife,  what  a  late  excellent 
perfon  terms,  "  The  winter  graces  of  faith  aqd  pa- 
tience/'   At  the  time  appointed,  thy  confblation? 
(hall  return,  as  the  clear  fliining  after  rain ;  and  thy 
jojr  be  as  the  fun,  when  it  goeth  forth  in  it's  might, 
l^en  will  be  realized  that  elegant  and  reviving  de^ 
^neation  of  inward  fummer  and  profperity  of-  foul : 
the  winter  [of  doubts  and  darknels,  of  pain  and  forr 
row,  of  afflidion  and  temptation,  of  coldnefs  and 
barrennefs,  of  ftorm  and  tofSng]  is  pad :  the  rain 
[of  weeping  and  diftrefs]  is  over  and  gone.     The 
powers  [of  peace  and  holy  rejoicing]  appear  on  the 
earth ;  the  time  of  the  finging  of  birds  [when  thy 
graces  fliall  be  all  alert  and  lively,  and  thou  flialt 
pray  and  praife  with  enlargement]  is  come :  and  the 
voice  of  the  turtle  [the  ftill,  fmall  muGc  of  the  Holy 
Spirif  s  voice,  whifpcring  peace  to  the  confcience] 
is  heard  in  our  land.     The  fig  tree  putteth  forth  her 
green  figs  [fruitfulnefs  in  every  good  word  and  work 
fliall  evidence  thy  revival  in  grace][;  and  the  vines, 
with  the  tender  grapes,  impart  their  fragrancy  :  thy 
amiable  gpd  benevolent  tempers,  accompanied  by  alj 
jhe  other  lovely  efFefts  of  communion  with  God, 
Ihall  juftify  thy  faith  to  the  world,  and  vifibly  adorn 
thy  profeffion  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.     Cantic.  ii, 

Ji»  ",  13, 

Tet,  though  favoured  with  this  happy  and  gl^rf? 

pijs  expericiice,  you  muft  Qot  eifped  (at  le^ft,  it  is 
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pot  the  lot  of  every  believer)  to  enjoy  fummer  all 
^heycarTound.  But,  however  this  be;  an  eternity 
is  coming,  when  thy  fun  fliall  no  more  go  down, 
neither  fliall  thy  moon  withdraw  itfelf ;  for  the  Lord 
ifhall  be  thy  everlafting  light,  and  the  days  of  thy 
mourning  fliall  be  ended.     Ifai.  Ix.  20. 

13.  The  fun  may,  in  fome  fenfe,  be  juftly  flyled,; 
aniipa  munJi,  or  the  foul  of  our  revolving  world.  So 
univerfally  pervading  is  it*s  influence,  that  nothing. 
is  totally  hid  from  the  heat  thereof;  Pfalm  xix.  6. 
In  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  it  permeates  the  whole 
tegion  of  air,  penetrates  the  inmoft  recefles  of  the 
earthy  and  diftributes  a  competent  portion  of  it's 
beams  throt^gh  the  vaft  expanfe  of  waters.  Hence, 
in  and  on  our  planet,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  abfo- 
lute  darknefs,  truly  and  ftriftly  fo  called.  If  our 
eyes  were  conftrufted  in  the  fame  manner,  as  thofe 
of  fubterraneous  animals,  we  ftiould,  like  them,  be 
able  to  fee,  without  artificial  help,  at  any  diftance 
)f)c\ovf  the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  by  night  as  well 
as  day.  Npt  lefs  univerfal,  than  the  foJar  agency, 
is  the  all-direfting  providence  of  God.  Nothing  is 
exempted  from  it*s  notice  ;  'nothing  is  excepted  from 
it's  contrpul.  Chance,  like  abfolute  darknefs,  has 
no  real  exiftence.  If  fome  events  feem  fortuitous, 
it  is  becaufe  we  have  not  a  fufficiency  of  knowledge, 
py  which  to  trace  the  chain  of  combinations  that 
neceflarily  produced  theni :  juft  as  fome  places,  and 
feme  feafons,  feeni  totally  (lark  to  us;  becaufe  our 
optic  fyftem  is  fo  framed  and  attempered,  that,  on 
various  occafions,  the  human  eye  is  unable  to 
polleft  thofe  fcattered  and  proportionfibly  expand- 
(cd  rays,  fropi  which  rjo  place  w^iatcver  is  entirely 
fecluded. 

14.  in  common  converfation^  we  frequently  fpeak 
of  folar  eclipfes.  But  what  is  called,  an  eclipfe  of 
the  fun  ;  is,  in  fa6t,  an  eclipfe  of  the  earth  ;  occa- 
jponed  by  the  moon's  interference,  or  tranfit,  be- 
tween the  fun  and  us.    This  circumflance  makes 
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no  aiteratjion  in  the  fun  itfelf ;  but  only  intercepts 
our  view  of  it,  for  a  time.  From  whence  docs  dark* 
nefs  of  foul,  even  darknefs  that  may  be  felt,  ufually 
originate?  Never  from  any  changeablepefs  in  our 
covenant  God,  the  glory  of  whofe  unvarying  faith- 
fulnefs  and  love  (hines  the  fame,  and  can  fuffer  no 
eclipfe.  It  is  when  the  world,  with  it's  fafcinating 
honours,  or  wealth,  or  ^leafures,  gets  between  our 
Lord  and  us ;  that  the  ligl^t  of  his  countenance  is 
obftrufted,  and  our  rejoicing  in  htm  fuifers  a  tern* 
porary  eclipfe, 

15.  Mifts,  and  vapours,  rifing  from  the  earth, 
fometimes  operate  as  a  vail,  and  hide  the  fun  from 
our  eyes ;  until  the  fuperior  influence  of  it's  beams 
overpower  the  afcending  nuifance,  and  diffipate  tlie 
noxious  fteams.  Thus  do  the  remaining  corrup- 
tions, of  a  regenerated  heart,  dim  the  profpedt  of 
falvation^  and  damp  the  fervour  of  inherent  grace. 
Nothing  can  again  brighten  the  former,  and  warm 
the  latter  into  lively  exercife,  but  the  fplehdour  of 
God*s  repeated  rifing  on  the  foul.  Happy  it  is,  for 
his  benighted  people,  that,  as  miils  and  clouds  may 
feem  to  obfcure  the  fun,  but  cannot  extinguilh  him; 
nor  even  hinder  the  accefs  of  his  rays,  beyond  a  cer- 
tain time;  fo  that  faithful  Jehovah,  who  knows 
what  is  in  man,  and  who  is  ftill  *  greater  [in  tecrcy 
and  power]  than  our  hearts  can  be  in  point  of  finful 
depravation,  will  finally  fubdue  our  imqtiities,  (hine 
away  our  fears,  purify  us  from  all  our  drofs,  and  per- 
feftly  conform  us  to  the  image  of  his  holinefs. 

16.  The  fun  is  commonly  faid,  to  rife  and  fet. 
This,  however,  is  fpoken,  merely  in  complaifanee 
to  appearances.  The  truth  is,  that,  when  the  horizon 
of  the  earth  gets  below  the  fun,  we  then  perceive  his 
beams :  and,  when  the  horizon  gets  above  it,  we 
lofe  fight  of  them.  Here  remember,  as  before,  that, 
jn  all  our  varying  frames  of  foul,  the  variations  are 
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not  in  Gods  but  In  ourfelves.  Ren;Lember;  too,  that 
you  muft  lie  low  at  his  feet,  if  you  would  baik  in 
the  (hinings  of  his  face.  Get  above  his  word  and 
ordinances,  und  no  wonder  if  the  horror  of  a  great 
darknefs  fall  upon  you. 

17.  The  fun  pofleffcs,  in  a  vwy  fuper-eminent 
degree,  the  two  contrary  powers  of  attraftipn  and 
repulfion.  By  the  former,  the  circuiting  planets 
w:<e  retained,  each,  in  it's  proper  orbit :  by  the  latter, 
they  are  prohibited  from  approaching  him  too  nearly, 
A  faint  emblem,  of  God's  paternal  attributes,  on 
one  hand;  and  of  his  terrific  perfedions  on  the 
other.  Thofe  encourage  us  ta  draw  nigh  to  hiiji, 
as  the  everlafting  lover  of  our  ibuls ;  thefe  reftrain 
us  from  prefumptuous  familiarities,  and  from  taking 
undue  liberties,  with  him  who  is  glorious  in  holi* 
nefs,  fearful  in  praifes,  and  wbofe  greatnefs  knows 
no  limit. 

1 8.  The  fun-beams,  though  unfpeakably  bene- 
ficent, in  their  diftributive  capacity  ^  yet,  if  col- 
kfted  to  a  point,  would  be  almoft  infinitely  ruinous 
in  their  operation.  The  power  of  God,  confidcred 
fts  exerted  in  and  for  his  believing  people,  becomes 
a  gracious  medium  of  their  prefect  and  eternal  feli- 
city. But  th^t  fame  adorable  attribute,  wli^en  fet 
in  array  againll  reprobate  angels  and  men,  burns  as 
^  fire  which  none  can  quench.  WJiQ  knoweth  the 
power  of  thy  wrjith  ?  And  oh,  how  irrefiftibly  will 
that  power  be  mj^de  manifeft,  when  the.  Lord  Jefus 
ihall  be  revealed  firom  heaven,  in  fla^migg  fire,  tak- 
ing vei^ance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and  that 
believe  not  the  gofpel  J 

19.  How  preferable  is  the  original,  dtyr^ble,  and 
vivifying  light  of  the  fun,  \o  the  borrowed,  evanid, 
unanimating  luflre  of  the  moon !  The  former,  whil6 
It '  illuminates  the  eye,  and  unqovers  th^  elegant 
fcenes  of  creation,  warnjs  the  earth,  and  makes  it 
fruitfiil;  diffufes  cheerfialnefs,  arid  imparts  enrich- 
ment|  to  no  fewer  tb^qi  fix  p^mary,  apd  ten  fecon-r 
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dary,  worlds.— As  great  is  the  differenee  bafWfeen  a 
epcd,  hiftorical  faith,  that  floats  in  a  contemplativo 
)iead ;  and  the  faith  of  God's  eled,  which  warms  ^ 
invigorates,  and  purifies  the  heart.  The  former  is 
a  mere  moon-light  faith,  which,  however  clear,  fo 
far  as  it  goes,  yet  leaves  us  as  cold,  and  as  barren^ 
^  it  found  us.  The  latter,  like  the  folar  commu-r 
nications,  enlivens  and  fertilizes  the  foul ;  filling  it 
with  joy  and  peace,  through  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft ;  and  adorning  it  with  the  gems,  and  flowers, 
;ind  fruits,  of  grace.  ^ 

20.  St.  Paul  finely  illuftrates  the  eternal  genera- 
tion of  Chrift,  by  a  grand  idea,  taken  fi:om  the  ma- 
terial fiin.  The  paflage  I  refer  to,  is  Heb.  i.  3> 
nvhere  our  adorable  furety  is  ftyled,  Air^vW^,  i.  c» 
jthe  forth-beaming  of  the  Father's  glory.  Perhaps, 
no  other  objeft,  in  the  whole  compafs  of  nature, 
could  have  fupplied  the  apoftle  with  a  piece  of 
imagery,  equally  majeftic,  delicate,  and  jufl,  Light 
proceeds  from  the  fun,  and  yet  the  fun  never  ezifted 
without  light.  Chrift  is  at  once  the  begotten  of  the 
Father,  and  co-eternal  with  him.  The  fun's  rays, 
or  unintermitting  efflux  of  light,  are  of  the  fame 
nature  with  the  fun  itfelf :  and  Chrifl:  is  ir  i^of^^ 
)[Phil.  ii.),  i,  e.  aperlbn  in  the  fame  eflence  with 
jthe  Father  Almighty,  Jind  joint  partaker  of  all  his 
lovely,  glorious,  and  infinite  attributes.  Could 
light  b^  exterminated  from  the  fun,  the  fun  itfelf» 
as  fuch,  would  inevitably  be  deftroyed  :  and  to  deny 
the  deity  of  Jefus  is,  virtually,  to  deny  tlie  exiftcnce 
pf  God.  For  whofoever  denieth  the  Son,  hath  not 
the  Father;  but  he  that  acknowledgfsth  the  Son, 
Jiath  the  Father  alfo. 

Sixteen  planets,  or  moving  worlds,  defcribe  theif 
revolutions  round  the  fun.  They  are  diftinguiflied, 
(i.)  into  primary^  and fecondary  ^  (2.)  into  fuperior, 
and  inferior. 

( I . )  The  primary  phnets  are  fix ;  and  make  their 
circuits,  in  the  following  orderr    Neareft  to  the  fui, 
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foils  Mercurjr-  Beyond  the  orbit,  of  Mercury,  is 
that  of  Venus  :  who;  though  (he  maintains  her  lively 
dance  with  unremitting  fpced,  yet  cannot  complete 
her  rotation  in  fo  Ihort  a  time,  as  the  firft-mentioned 
planet ;  becaufe,  her  path  being  exterior  to  his,  (he 
has*a  greater  portion  of  fpace  to  meafure,  than  he. 
In  the  third  (and  confequently,  in  a  ftill  more  ex- 
tenfive)  circle,  moves  the  earth  ;  accompanied,  like 
a  genteel  traveller,  by  a  (ingle,  but  faithful  and 
ileady  fervant,  the  Moon.  Beyond  the  earth,  Mars 
fetches  a  yet  larger,  and  proportionably  longer  cir- 
cuit. Next,  Jupiter  rides  in  ftate,  like  a  pcrfon  of 
dignity  and  opulence,  adorned  with  three  beautiful 
zones,  or  belts,  and  attended  by  a  retinue  of  four 
obfequious  moons.  Laftly,  Saturn,  the  outermoft 
(i.  e.  the  fartheft  from  the  fun  and  from  the  earth) 
of  all  the  reft,  purfues  his  majeftic  and  long  career : 
encompalTed  (but  at  a  refpeftful  diftance,  without 
touching  his  furface)  by  a  magnificent  arch,  com- 
monly termed  his  ring,  and  waited  on  by  five  moons. 
•—Such  are  the  names,  which,  for  diftinftion's  fake, 

aftronomers  have  affixed  to  the  primaries. The 

fecondary  planets  are  the  ten  forenientioned  fatel- 
lites,  or  attending  moons:  which  revolve  around 
three  of  their  primaries ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  ac- 
company their  matters,  in  their  periodic  journey 
round  the  fun.    . 

(i.)  Thofe  planets  are  called  fuperior,  which  are 
farther  from  the  fun,  than  ourfeives:  viz.  Mars, 
^Jupiter,  and  Saturn.  The  inferior  planets  are  thofe 
two,  which  are  nearer  to  the  fun,  than  we ;  i.  e. 
whofe  orbits  are  between  the  fun  and  us  :  viz.  Mer- 
icury,  and  Venus. 

Before  we  give  each  of  thefc  revolving  worlds  a 
diftinft  and  particular  confideration :  let  us  paufe, 
for  a  moment,  and  view  them,  collectively,  through 
the  Scripture-glafs. 

I.  A  phirality  of  worlds  is  more  than  intimated, 
J^y  the  apoftle  Paul.    In  concert  with  his  ^tern^ 

Son, 
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"Son,  God  the  Father  made  the  worlds :  Hebl  1.2. 
And  hence,  on  the  credit  of  divine  information, 
through  fetth  we  underftand,  that  the  worlds  were 
framed  by  the  word  of  God.  Heb,  xi.  3.  Nor 
was  the  co-equal  fpirit  una&ive  on  the  great  occa- 
fion  :  for  as,  by  his  agency,  life  was  breathed  into 
man  (Job  xxxiii.  4) ;  fo,  by  his  commanding  power, 
he  garnifhed  the  heavens  with  beauty,  grandeur,  and 
light:  Job  XX  vi.  13. 

a.  By  whom  are  the  planets  lupported?  and 
whofe  hand  impels  them,  with  never-ceafing  rapi- 
dity, round  the  central  ocean  of  fire  ?  They  are  fup- 
ported,  and  impelled,  by  that  very  perfon,  whofe 
human  foul  was  made  an  offering  for  fin ;  and  whofe 
hands  were  nailed  to  the  ignominious  tree.  By  him, 
all  things  confift,  or  are  held  together:  Col.  i.  17. 
— He  both  fuftains,  and  carries,  [w>]  all  things,  by 
the  word  of  hisown  power  (Heb.  i.  3) :  he  upholds  the 
,  entire  univerfe  of  funs  and  worlds ;  and,  by  the  om- 
nipotency  of  his  fovereign  will,  he  carries  the  rolling 
worlds  round  their  refpedive  funs. 

3.  It  has  already  been  noticed,  that  fome  of  the 
planets  finifli  their  rotations,  in  much  lefs  time,  than 
others.  The  nearer  they  are  to  the  fun,  the  more 
fpeedily  they  revolve.  Mercury,  for  inftance,  is  not 
quite  88  days,  in  accomplilhing  his  year:  while 
Saturn  takes  up  xtonfiderably  more  than  29  of  our 

years,  in  circuiting  the  fame  common  centre, 

Thus,  fome  of  God's  converted  people  are  foon  ma- 
tured for  gloiy,  by  their  nearnefs  to,  and  intimate 
communion  with,  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs.  Thefe 
are,  frequently,  known  to  out-run  their  brethren,  and 
(like  John  at  the  tomb  of  our  Lord)  to  reach  the 
fepulchre,  finifti  their  courfe,  and  afcend  to  their 
matter's  joy,  at  a  very  early  period.  .While  other 
faints,  who'either  do  not  ripen  fo  faft,  or  who  have 
a  larger  field  of  ufefulnefs  to  occupy  on  earth,  are 
detained  from  their  crown,  until  they  arc  full  of 
years  and  good  works.    Each  of  thefe  is  gathered,  as 

a  (hock 
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a  fliock  of  corn,  in  its  fcafon.  O  believer,  if  thj' 
God  fummon  thee  away  betimes,  his  fpirit  will  fira 
perfect  that  which  concerneth  thee ;  nor  will  Pro* 
vidence  apply  the  fickle,  Yintil  grace  has  made  thee 
white  for  the  harveft.  Or,  if  he  •  lengthened  thy 
thread,  having  much  for  thee  to  do,  and  much  to 
fufFer;  he  will  (hew  himfelf  the  God  of  thy  old  age, 
and  not  forfake  thee  when  thou  art  grey-headed : 
for  he  hath  inviolably  declared,  Even  to  your  old  age, 
I  am  he;  and,  even  to  hoary  hairs,  will  I  carry  you : 
I  have  made,  and  I  will  bear ;  even  I  will  carry,  at^i 
will  deliver  you.  Ifa.  xlvi.  4.  Remember,  to  thy 
great  and  endlefs  comfort,  that 

"  His  ev'ry  word  of  grace  is  -ftrong. 
As  that  which  built  the-fkies : 

The  voice,  that  rolh  the  ftars  along,* 
Spake  all  the  promifes  *." 

4.  How  amicably,  and  how  regularly,  do  the  va- 
rious planets  move  !  In  a  feries  of  almoft  6000  years, 
there  has  been  no  interference,  no  coUifion,  no  fiib- 
verfion  of  order,  no  deficiency  of  fervice,  noceflation 
of  atftivity.  Each  is  made  to  comport  itfelf,  as 
though  each  knew  it's  allotted  line  of  duty,  and 
were  determined  that  nothing  (hould  divert  it  from 
its  courfe.  The  fecondary  orbs,  without  wearinefs, 
and  without  complaint,  minifter  to  the  greater;  while 
thefe,  without  boafting  and  without  upbraiding,  ad 
cheerfully  -f  repay,  with  accumulated  intereft,  the 

kind  offices  they  receive. Thus  let  inferiors 

ferve ;  and  thus  let  fuperiors  requite  ! 

5.  The  primary  planets  take  the  fecondaries  along 
with  them,  in  their  paffage  rdund  the  fun  ;  and  the 
fecondaries  attend  them,  with  the  mod  perfeft  and 

♦Watts. 
^  i  The  eartht  for  example,  comnmnicates  a  mnch  greater  quan- 
tity  of  light  to  the  moon,  ihan  the  moon  can  poffibly  refl6dt  to  the 
earth*  Admitting  the  moon  to  be  fifteen  times  fmaller  than  our  own 
planet ;  the  latter  maft  impart  fifteen  time9  more  light  to  her,  than 
fhe  to  us. 

unrc- 
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uhrepining*  readinefs.— «  Thus  fhould  parents^ 

ttrtots,  and  maffters  of  families,  train  their  children, 
their  pupils,  and  their  dependents,  in  the  knowledge 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord ;  and  labour  to  take  as- 
many  with  them  to  heaven,  as  they  can.  Blefied  are 
the  guides,  who  exert  their  influence,  to  pur- 
pofes  To  unfpeakably  important :  and  blefled  are  the 
ears,  which  liften,  Joyfully,  to  the  inftruftion  that 
maketh  wife  unto  fakation. 

6.  As  all  the  planets  perform  their  revolutions, 
without  intermiffioh ;  fo,  they  make  the  end  of  one 
revolution  .the  beginning  of  another.  They  are 
never  languid,  never  fatigued.  They  renew  their 
b^uteous  toil,  again,  and  again  :  nor  will  ever  ftop, 
until  the  archanget  fwears,  by  him  who  livethfrom 
eternity  to  eternity,  that  time  (hall  be  no  longer.— 
Equally  intenfe,  uninterrupted,  and  unwearied,  the 
obedience  of  Adam  was,  ere  fm  profaned  the  temple 
ofthefouL.  Such,  too,  the  obedience  of  the  eleft 
angels  has  been,  and  is,  to  this  very  moment. 
Such,  moreover,  the  true  believer,  on  earth,  wifhes 
(but  wiflies,  alas,  in  vain)  to  pay  his  Lord.  And 
fuch  (hall  the  obedience,  both  of  faints  and  of  an- 
gels^, forever  be,  in  the  paradife  of  God. 

**  Then  fhall  we  fing,  and  never  tire. 

In  that  bleft  houle  above  5 
Where  fin,  and  fear,  and  pain  expire, 

Caft  out  by  perfed  loVe. 
Then  not  the  fun  (hall,  more  than  I, 

His  Maker's  will  perform  : 
Nor  (bine  with  brighter  purity. 

Nor  burn  with  zeal  fo  warm.** 

I.  Of  all  the  planets.  Mercury,  as  already  hinted, 
revolves  neareft  to  the  fun.  His  diameter  *  amounts 
to  2748  Engli(h  miles  :  and  his  whole  globe,  is  to 
our's,'as  2  to  5.     The  orbit  or  path  which  he  de- 

•  Derham's  Aftro.  Thcol.  p.  ii,  edit.  1719. 

fcribes 
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fcribes  round  the  fun,  meafures  66,6^2 i>o#o  Ei^tifh 
miles  *:  and  yet.  he  moves  with  fuch  prodigious  ve- 
locity (viz.at  the  rate  of  t  almoft  loo^ooo  miles  an 
hour;  which  is  nearly  as  fwift  again  as  the  motion 
of  our  earth),  that  he  compleats  his  year,  or  folar 
rotation,  in  about  87  days  and  23, hours.  His  dis- 
tance from  the  fun,  is  not  quite  32  millions  of  miles; 
and  he  is  about  18  millions  of  miles  diftant  from  us. 
The  venerable  and  ingenious  Mr.  Browne  has 
given  us  a  comprehenfive  and  pleafing  defcription  of 
this  planet,  in  the  compafs  of  tour  lines : 

**  Firft,  verging  on  the  lucid  fount  of  day. 
Bright  Mercury  direfts  his  circling  way : 
In  three  (hort  months  he  rounds  the  folar  fphere. 
His  feafons  (hifts,  and  ends  the  tranfient  year  J." 

2.  Mercury's  proximity  to  the  fun,  renders  him, 
except  at  a  few  particular  feafons,  invifible  to  the 
inhabitants  of  our  world.  From  the  vaft  exuberance 
of  light  in  which  he  is  almoft  loft  to  our  view,  aftro- 
homers  have,  I  believe,  been  hitherto  unable  to  af- 
certain  the  period  of  his  diurnal  motion  on  his  own 
axis ;  or  even  to  pronounce  with  certainty,  whether 
he  have  any  diurnal  motion,  or  not. — Similar  are 
many  fecret  ads  of  prayer,  praife,  faith,  Ipve,  and 
humiliation,  which  true  believers  exercife  towards 
their  heavenly  Father.  Remote  from  the  prying 
eye  of  pian,  they  pour  out  their  fouls  into  the  bofom 
of  the  Lord,  and,  wrapt  in  the  comforts  of  his  pre- 
fence  (like  Mercury  in  the  beams  of  the  fun), 
the  curiofity  of  others  wifhes  in  vain  to  know  the 
whole  of  what  paffes  between  God  and  them.  As,. 
on  one  hand,  there  are  occafioits,  wh$n  it  is  our 
bounden  duty,  for  the  honour  of  our  mafter,  and 
for  the  edification  of  our  neighbour,  to  let  our  light 
Ihine  before  men;  there  are  at  times,  alfo,  when 
it  behoves  us  to  enter  into  our  clofets,  and  to  (hut 

*  Derham^  ibid.  p.  20.  f  Brown's  EiT.  oa  the  Vaifcrfe^ 

book  iii.  :|:  £flray,u.C 

the 
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tKe  door  about  us»  and  hold  fequeftered  commu* 
nion  with  him  who  fees  in  fecret.  This  diftinc- 
tion  reminds  me  of  a  little  anecdote^  not  entirely 
foreign  from  the  fubjeft.  A  late  prelate  in  the 
North  of  England,  had  conceived  ibme  illiberal 
prejudices  againft  a  clergyman  of  his  diocefe. 
With  intent  to^  embarrafs  the  divine,  his  lordlhip 

thusaddreffedhim,atapublicvifitaiion:  "Mr. , 

you  give  away  a  great  deal  to  the  poor  5  but  your 
charity  is  of  the  oftentatious  kind.  You  are  too 
public,  in  the  diftributions  of  your  bounty,  I  do  not 
hear  of  any  private  good  you  do.  It  is  all  with  found 
of  trumpet.'*  The  anfwcr  was  fenfible  and  perti- 
nent :  •*  My  lord,  I  care  not  how  much  you  hear 
of  my  public  charities,  nor  how  little  you  hear  of 
my  private  ones.'* 

3.  Mercury,  though  rarely  difcemiblej  is  fome- 
times  feen,  like  a  dark  fpot  on  the  fun's,  difk,  as  he 
pafles  between  him  and  us  *.  The  tranfit  of  this 
planet  is  faid  to  have  been  firft  obferved  by  Gaffendi, 
in  the  year  i632, — Thus,  the  illumined  fide  of  Mer- 
cury commonly  eludes  our  notice:  but  his  dark 
hemifphere  excites  our  attention,  and  ftrikes  our 
view.  We,  too  frequently  aft  a  fimilar  p^rt  by  each 
other.  A  fellow  Chriftian,  or  any  confpicuous  cha- 
rafter,  rhay  mine,  unregarded:  whereas,  if  his 
brightnefs  become,  in  any  refpeft,  clouded  and  over- 
caft,  our  telefcopes  are  upj  our  eyes  in  full  employ, 
our  tonnes  proclaim  his  defefts;  and 'it  is  well,  if 
magnifymg  and  multiplying  glaffes  do  not  lend  their 
affiftance  on  the  occafion. 

4.  Not  a  fingle  moon,  or  fecondary  orb,  accom* 
panics  Mercury  in  his  progrefs.  He  purfues  his  fo- 
litary  journey,  without  a  fervant,  withbut  a  com- 
panion. Yet,  in  no  wife  difcouraged  by  this  cir- 
cumftance,  he  chearfuUy  Ipeeds  his  rapid  courfc, 
and  rather  flies,  than  rolls,  round  the. vivifying  ccn- 

*  Baxter's  Matho.  vol^  i.  p.  74* 

Voir.  IV.  (I9-)  S  tre 
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tre  of  light  and  heat.  The  fun  is,  to  him,  in  the 
ftead  of  every  other  friend ;  'and  more  than  fupplies 
the  abfence  of  a  thoufand  attendants. — Providence 

.  may,  perhaps,  caft  your  lot,  O  Chriftian,  in  a 
place,  or  fix  you  in  a  family,  where  you  may  not 
find  any  with  whom  you  can  take  fweet  religious 
counfel,  and  walk  in  the  houfe  of  God  as  brethren. 
Be  not,  however,  diflieartened ;  neither  dejeftly 
aflc,  Who  will  (hew  me  any  good  ?  but  make  the 
pfalmift's  prayer  your  own :  Lord  lift  thou  up  the 
light '  of  thy  countenance  upon  me !  if  you  ex- 
perience continual  nearnefs  to  God,  through  the 
fpirit ;  and  are,  as  Mercury,  in  file  pqfitus,  irradiated 
and  warmed  by  diredt  communion  with  Chrift,  no 
matter,  whether  you  travel  to  he^iven  in  company 
or  alone.  In  the  bell  fenfe  of  the  word,  you  arc 
fu re  of  not  being  alone;  for  all  the  perfons  in  the 
godhead,  and  angels  who  minifter  to  the  heirs  of 
folvation,  are  your  companions  and  guardians,  your 
guides  and  familiar  friends.  Nor  will  they  ceafe  to 
watch  over  you  for  good,  and  to  keep  you  in  all 

.  your  ways,  until  you  enter  the  celeftial  houfe  not 
made  with  hands ;  where  you  will,  to  all  eternity, 
aflbciate  with  the  innumerable  aflembly  and  Church 
of  the  firfl-born,  who  were  written  in  heaven. 

5.  The  folar  light  and  heat  are  fuppofed  to  ftrike 
the  furface  of  Mercury,  with  feven-fold  greater  in- 
tenfenefs,  than  is  experienced  on  the  furface  of  our 
earth  at  the  hotteft  feafons.  If  this  be  the  cafe,  and 
if  the  inhabitants  of  that  planet  are  embodied  be- 
ings, their  eyes  muft  be  differently  conftruded  from 
ours,  to  fuftain  fuch  excefs  of  light ;  and  their  whole 
corporeal  fyftem  differently  conftituted,  to  endure 
fuch  extremity  of  heat.  But  fliall  wcconclude,  that 
Mercury  is  not  inhabited,  becaufe,  according  to  our 
prefent  temperament,  we  Ihould,  probably,  be  un- 
able to  live  there,  on  account  of  its  vicinity-to  the 
fiin.^  A  Mercurian  might,  with  equal  propriety,  pro- 
nounce 
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iiouncei  the  earth  *  uninhabitable^  becaufe  of  its 
comparative  remotenefs  from  the  grand  luminary. 
After  all,  to  adopt  the  reafoning  of  an  elegant  and 
profound  philofopher,  "  As  the  animal  conftitution 
with  rcfpeft  to  heat  and  cold,  may  be  widely  difFer- 
fent,  on  the  fame  planet ,  fo,  there  may  not  be  fuch  a 

* '  •*  Some  fancy,  (bouM  the  planetary  train 
A  race  of  living  animals  contain, 

Thofe  fix'd  in  Mercury's  too  fplcndid  feat  1 

Muft  fink,  opprefs'd,  beneath  the  fervent  heat  i 
Or,  by  too  ftrong  a  ray,  the  tortur'd  fight 
Fail,  quite  o'erpower'd  with  unabating  light. 

*^  Allow  me  this,  what  difputants  maintain : 
Nor  will  it  render  our  opinion  vain. 
The  fame,  of  us,  might  the  Mercurials  hold, 
A  planet  uninhabitabiy  cold ! 
And  thofe,  reverfe,  in  Saturn's  icy  feat, 
Suppofe  us  fcorch'd  with  more  than  ^Etna's  heat. 
£ach,  by  their  world  comparing  our's,  might  deeni 
Their  reafons  firm,  and  err  in  wide  extreme. 

**  But  kt  tb'  objedion  (land*    Some  orbs,  fuppofe, 
Scorch'd  with  hot  rays,   or  chill'd^by  pris'ning  fnows; 
No  doubt,  th'  Almighty  could  fcis  worlds  replete 
With  creatures  fqitcd  to  their  various  feat ; 
Intenfe  degrees  of  cold  or  heat  to  bear. 
Of  light  or  gloom  a  pleafmg,  proper  fiinre  i 
To  ^hera  agreeable,  by  nature  bleft. 
Painful  howe'er  imagined  by  the  reft. 

*•  Of  this,  on  earth,  fimilitude  we  find  j[ 
Each  place  to.fit  inhabitants  affign'd. 
The  bird  of  Jove,  with  an  undaa^sled  fight, 
Kens  the  clear  fun,  and  tow'rs  to  reach  liis  light : 
While  the  benighted  bat,  and  owl  obfccne. 
Attend  the  chariot  of  the  fhadowy  queen. 
Upward  the  feath'ry  nations  all  repair. 
And  range,  at  large,  th'  cxtenfive  fields  of  air; 
To  firmer  earth  the  grofler  kinds  adhere. 
And  watery  realms  the  finny  natives  chear. 
The  ant  and  mole  their  downward  courfes  guld^  t 
And,  deep  intrench'd,  a  gloomy  race,  refide : 
And  bees  their  artful  palaces  contrive 
In  the  clofe  cavern  of  their  darkfome  hive. 

*'  Pleas'd,  to  hisdefiined  manfion  each  is  prone ; 
Form'd  beft  to  fuit,  and  beft  approve,  his  own." 
Sec  Browne's.  Efl*ay,  u,  f.  wherethe  argument,  for  the  habitability  of 
'.the  planets,  is  very  ingenioufly  pleaded ;  ^and,  10  my  opinion,  fatif- 
fa^cily  proved. 

S  2  difference 
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difTerence  of  the  degrees  of  heat  and  cold,  on  the 
planets  nearer  to  and  more  diftant  from  th^  fun,  as 
we»  imagine.  The  nature  of  an  atmofpherfe,  and  the 
alterations  happening  in  it,  produce,  fometimes, 
fultry  heat,  and  fometimes  piercing  cold,  contrary  to 
what  (hould  be  the  efFe<ft  of  the  fun's  rays  feparately 
confidered :  fo  that  heat  and  cold  do  not  abfolutely 
depend  on  a  planet's  nearnefs  to,  or  diftance  from, 
the  fun ;  but,  tc^ether  with  thefe,  on  fome  other 
caufes.  We  are  confiderably  farther  from  the  (un, 
in  the  fummer  months,  than  in  the  winter :  yet,  our 
weather  is  then,  generally,  much  warmer.-— Though 
Saturn  has  but  about  the  hundredth  part,  of  the 
fun's  heat,  which  wc  feel ;  I  am  not  fure,  whether 
the  hundredth  part  of  our  heat  will  amount  to  any 
degree  of  pofitive  or  real  cold,  without  the  co-effi» 
ciency  of  fome  other  pofitive  and  real  caufe :  and 
it  is  not  difficult,  I  think,  to  conceive,  that  the 
conftitution  of  his  atmofphere  may  be  fuch,  as  to 
make  that  planet  a  mild  and  temperate  clime.  And, 
if  there  be  any  weight  in  this  reafoning,  it  will  not 
be  hard  to  apply  it  to  the  inferior  planets,  Mercury 
and  Venus.  For  we,  fometimes,  feel  the  heat  of 
our  fummer  as  much  qualified  Sy  fome  different 
caufe,  as  the  rigour  of  our  winter  */* 

6.  Mercury  being  very  con^derably  nigher  the 
fun,  than  we,  the  dulk  of  that  illuftrious  objedt, 
viewed  by  a  Mercurian  fpeftator,  appears  (as  is  com* 
puted)  feven  times  larger,  than  it  does  to  us.-  -^ 
Thus,  the  nearer  we  fpiritually  dwell  to  God,  the 
more  glorious  does  Chrift,  both,  as  a  divine  perfon, 
and  as  a  Mediator,  (hine  to  the  eye  of  faith.  They, 
who  unhappily  entertain  low  and  degrading  ideas  of 
Jefus,  give  but  too  infallible  demonftration,  that 
they  themfelves  are  fiir,  extremely  far,  removed  from 
the  light  of  Jehovah's  truth,  and  from  the^  warmtji 
of  Jehovah's  grace, 

*  fittcter's  Matho.  vol,  ii.  p.  iio^ixi^ 

7.  Mer» 
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7.  Mercury's  appearances  (like  thofe  of  our 
moon)  are  *  various,  according  to  his  fituation  in 
refpeA  of  the  fun.  Sometimes,  he  feems  quite  dark  5 
at  others,  falcated,  or  horned ;  and  fometimes  ftiin- 
ing  fully,  or  with  an  hemifphere  intirely  il- 
luminated.— In  the  prefent  ftages  of  fpiritual  ex- 
perience, the  believer*s  interior  comfort,  and  his  ex- 
terior luftre»  greatly  depend  on  the  pofition  of  his 
heart  toward  the  uncreated  fun  of  righteoufnefs. 
How  obfcure  and  benighted  are  our  views,  and  how 
languid  our  exercife  of  grace,  when  an  unbelieving, 
a  worldly,  or  a  carelefs  fpii:it,  interrupts  our  walk 
with  God  !  But,  if  the  out-goings  of  our  fouls  are 
to  him,  and  if  the  in-pourings  of  his  blefled  influ- 
ence be  felt,  we  glow,  we  kindle,  we  burn,  we  (hine. 
This  may  be  called  (to  borrow  an  aftronomical 
phrafe)  our  fuperior  conjunction  with  the  fun  :  and, 
at  thofe  diftinguilhed  feafoils  of  peace  and  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghoft, 

**  Clearly  we  fee  and  win  our  way. 
Shining  unto  the  perfeft  day, 
And  more  than  conquer  all." 

I .  Next  beyond  the  orbit  of  Mercury,  is  that  of 
Venus :  a  planet,  not  fo  refpedtable  for  her  magni- 
tude, as  for  her  beauty ;  arifing  from  the  brilliancy, 
the  clearnefs,  and  the  fteadinefs,  of  her  light.  ^  A 
very  accompli  (hed^aftronomerobferves,  that  "Ve- 
nus is  the  brighteft,  when  Ihe  is  about  40  degrees 
removed  from  the  fun  :  at  which  time,  only  afourth 
part  of  her  lucid  difk  is  to  be  feen  from  the  earth. 
in  this  fituation,  Venus  has  been  many  times  feeh  in 
the  day-time }  and  even  in  full  fun-fliine.     This 

•  MercuriuiD  et  venerem  circa  folem  rcvolvi,  ex  corum  phafibus 
lonaribus  demonftratur.  Plena  facie  lucentes,  ultra  fokm  fiti  funt ; 
dimidiata^d  regtonefolis;  falcata,  cis  folem:  per  difcum  ejus,  ad 
modam  inaca1araiii«  non-nunquaiBT  tranfeantcs.— — ^-^Newtohi 
Princip.  p.  360. 

+  Dr.  Edmund  Hallcy.    Sec   Kcill's  Aftronomicil   Lc^Drcf, 

S  3  beauly 
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beauty  and  brightnefs  of  Venus  are  very  admirable  ; 
who,  having  no  native  light  of  her  own,  and  only 
enjoying  the  borrowed  light  of  the  fun,  Ihould  yet 
break  forth  into  fo  great  a  luftre,  that  the  like  15 
not  to  be  obferved  in  Jupiter,  nor  even  in  our  moon, 
when  (he  is  in  the  fame  elevation  from  the  fun.  It: 
is  true,  the  moon's  light  is  [to  our  view]  much 
greater,  on  account  of  her  apparent  magnitude,  than 
that  of  Venus :  yet  it  is  but  a  dull,  and  as  it  were  a 
dead  light ;  which  has  nothing  in  it  of  tlie  vigour 
and  brifknefs  that  always  accompany  the  beams  of 
Venus."-  Thus  (hbuld  the  minifters  of  Chrift 
fliine  with  gofpel-Iight,  derived  from  him;  and  irra- 
diate the  vifible  Church,  with  the  pureft  and  mof^ 
vivid  beams  of  celeftial  truth.  In  allufion  to  thi§ 
part  of  their  character,  bur  Lord  ftyles  his  meffen- 
gers,  the  light  of  the  world,  the  candles  in  the 
midft  of  the  churches,  ^^nd  the  ftars  whicH  he  holds 
in  his  right  hand.  In  point  of  fteadinefs  andof  con- 
fiftency,  and  of  communicativenefs  to  others,  they 
fhould  refemble  the  funs,  or  fixed  ftars ;  which  never 
deviate  from  their  fpheres,  but  impart  .unwavering 
and  unremitting  light  to  all  around  them.  In  point 
of  zeal,  and  of  adivity,  and  of  indefatigableriefs,  in 
their  holy  calling,  they  fliould,  like  the  planetary 
globes,  without  ceflation  and  without  wearinefs, 
purfue  their  (hining  courfe  y  and,  conformably  to  the 
maxim  of  Julius  Caefar, 

Think  nothing  done,  while  aught  remains  to  do  *, 

2.  In  this  refpedt,  Venus  is  a  pattern,  both  to  mini- 
fteri,  and  to  private  believers.  She  rolls  round  the 
fun,  in  about  225  days,  which  conftitute  her  year  5 
and  at  the  rate  of  70,000  miles  an  hour  :  which  ex- 
ceeds the  velocity  of  the  earth's  annual  motion,  by 
ibout  io,OGo  miles  an  hour.  Thus  this  exemplary  pla- 

*  Nilaftum  reputans,  dam  quid  fupcreffet  agendum, 

net 


Solar  Syflem^  z6j 

.net  connefts  the  moft  pleafing-  graces  of  luftre  and 
delicacy,  with  all  the  ardour  of  diligence  and  ra- 
pidity :  like  fome  elegant  and  induftnous  lady,  who 
crowns  the  charms  of  perfonal  beauty,  with  the  ftill 
more  valuable  fervices  of  domeftic  houfewifery, 

3.  Befides  her  yearly  tour  around  the  fun,  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  Venus  performs  a  regular 
revolution  about  her  own  axis.  From  the  macuU^ 
or  fpots,  which,  in  the  years  1665  and  1666,  Caffini 
and  Campani  difcovered  on  her  furface  * ;  thofe 
two  phHofophers  have  afcertained '  the.  reality  of  her 
diurnal  motion  :  which  diurnal  motion  flie  accom- 
plilhes  in  about  23  days:  fo  that  one  of  her  days  is 

equal  to  23  of  ours. One  duty   (hould  not   be 

permitted  to  fuperfede  another.  There  are  perfonal 
duties  which  ;we  owe  to  ourfelves ;  no  lefs  than  re- 
lative virtues,  which  we  ought  to  exercife  toward 
our  neighbours.  Conneft  the  two  together  in  your 
own  pradice,  and  you  will  exhibit  a  moral  exem- 
plification of  the  Jiarmony,  with  which  Venus,  and 
the  other  moving  fpheres,  accompli(h  their  com- 
pound (i.e.  their  annual  and  diurnal)  rotations, 
Vvithout  any  ihadow  of  competition  or  interference. 

^*  On  th^ir  own  axis  as  the  planets  run, 
Yet  make  at  once  their  circle  round  the  fun ; 
So  two  confiftent  motions  aft  the  foul  :* 
And  one  regards  itfclf,  and  one  the  whole  t.'* 

But  be  it  carefully  remembered,  that,  as  the  funis 
the  ultimate  and  common  centre  of  all  the  planetary 
movements ;  fo  we  fliall  never  be  able  to  difcharge 
our  various  perfonal  and  fecial  duties,  acceptably  to 
God,  in  fpirit  and  in  truth,  until  his  glory  is  the 
the  grand  and  fole  end  of  all  the  works  and  duties 
we  perform,  whether  immediately  refcrrible  to  our- 
felyes  or  others.     "  As   unto   the   Lord,  and   not 

•  See  Chambers,  on  the  word  Venus,  i  Pope's  Eflay  on 

Man,  EpiU.  3. 
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[merely]  unto  men/*  leaft  of  all  for  the  pleafing  or 
a^andizing  of  that  wretched  thing  called  felf  j  may 
ftand  as  the  univerfal  motto,  to  every  virtue  that  is 
truly  Chriflian  and  evangelical.         m 

4.  Venus,  though  fo  juftly  admired  for  her  beau- 
ty, and  celebrated  for  her  luftre,  ilill  has  her  dark 
fide.  When  this  is  turned  toward  our  earth,  her 
rays  arc  no  longer  beheld,  and  (he  herfelf  becomes 
invifible. — As  each  believer,  (hine  he  ever  fo  bright- 
ly, is,  at  prefent,  fanftified  but  in  part;  need  we 
wonder,  if,  on  fome  occafions,  the  fplendour  of  his 
.  gifts,  and  the  radiancy  of  his  graces,  fuffer  a  tempo- 
rary eclipfe  ?  At  fuch  times,  let  our  candour  and 
forbearance  have  their  perfeft  work.  After  a  cer- 
•tain  period,  Venus  will  emerge  from  the  (hade,  and 
beam  forth  in  all  the  lovelinefs  of  her  ufual  luftre : 
and,  when  the  declining  faint  has  fat  his  appointed 
time  in  darknefs,  the  Lord  will  again  be  a  light 
unto  him.  Happy  is  that  benighted  foul,  whofc 
faith  (for  it  is  the  peculiar  bufineft  of  faith's  eye,  to 
fee  in  the  dark)  can  pierce  the  gloom  s  anticipate 
the  returil  of  day ;  and  long  for  a  final  approxima- 
tion to  the  fiin  of  righteoufnefs,  in  that  world  of 
glory,  where  no  more  cloud  nor  darknefs  (hall 
dbfcute  our  views,  Jtarni(h  our  graces,  or  damp 
our  joys  forever. 

5.  The  folar  light  and  heat,  oh  Venus,  are  efti- 
mated  to  be  four  times  greater,  than  on  Hhe  planet 
inhabited  by  us^  Why  ?  BecaUfe  her  diftance  from 
the  fource  of  both,  is  confiderably  lefs  than  our's. — 
In* like  manner,  bright  evidences,  and  warm  ex- 
periences, of  our  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  of  the  work 
of  his  (pirit  upon  our  fouls,  are  generally  the  bleflTed 
confequences  of  living  near  to  God,  and  of  walking 
clofely  with  him,  in  all  holy  converfation,  prayer, 
and  watchful  godlinefs.  The  joy  and  livelinefs  of 
grace  (though  not  grace  itfelf )  may  be  finned  away. 
Spiritual  cogifort  is  a  tender  plant,    and  requires 

m^ch 
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much  delicacy  of  treatment.  To  be  triumphant 
and  alert  in  the  ways  of  God,  you  muft  take  equal 
heed  of  wandering,  and  of  flumbering. 

6.  Venus*s  orbit,  or  path  of  rotation,  is,  for  the 
moft  part,,  extremely  regular  :  hardly  any  point  of 
it  being  more  remote,  from  the  fun,  than  another. 
Hence  this  planet  is  remarkable  for  always  preferv- 
ing  nearly  an  equal  diftance  from  that  luminary. 
Similar  is  the  experience  of  fome  believers.  They 
enjoy,  rather,  an  even  and  fettled  peace,  than  any 
cxuberent  overflowings  of  confolation.  Their  habi- 
tation is,  moftly,  on  the  middle  region  of  Mount 
Tabor ;  inftead  of  being  now  elevated  to  the  fum- 
mit,  and  anon  turned  down  into  the  valley  below. 
The  manner  is  not  always  exaftly  the  fame,  in  which 
the  Holy  Spirit  trains  his  difciples  to  a  meetnefs  for 
their  heavenly  inheritance.  Like  a  judicious  and 
careful  tutor,  he  wifely  and  condefcendingly  adapt$ 
his  modes  of  inftruftion,  to  the  genius,  and  to  the 
particular  improvement,  of  each  individual  pupil : 
until,  having  taken  their  appointed  degree  in  grace, 
they  afcend,  one  by  one,  to  their  glorious  home 
above. 

7.  Venus  is,  in  fize,  fomewhat  lefs  than  our 
earth  ;  and  yet  contains  about  the  fame  quantity  of 
matter,  though  in  a  fmaller  compafs.  In  other 
words,  the  body  of  Venus  is  denfer  than  that  of  the 
earth,  as  being  fo  much  nearer  to  the  fun.  Ap- 
pearances are  not  the  invariable  ftandard  of  intrinfic 
worth.  Our  globe,  which  is  undeniably  larger,  or 
occupies  more  fpacc,  than  Venus,  is  not  more 
wealthy,  in  conftituent  particles,  than  (he.  Her*s 
lie  clofer  together,  than  our's  ;  and  therefore  make 
lefs  (how.,  Our's  are  lefs  compadt,  or  compreflfed, 
than  her's,  and  therefore  fwell  into  a  greater  vifible 
magnitude. 

8.  It  is  probable  that  Venus,  like  Mercury,  has 
no  attending  fatellite,  or  moon.  Caflini,  indeed, 
in  the  laft  ceAtury,  thought  he  had  ^ifcovered  one : 

but 
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but  he  feems  to  have  been  miftaken.  Venus*s  vicir 
nity  to  the  fun  feems  to  render  the  fervices  of  fuch 
a  companion  unneceffary.  Juft  as,  in  the  world  of 
the  blefled,  the. faints  will  need  no  miniftry  of  the 
word,  nor  other  means  of  grace ;  becaufe  they  will 
then  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lamb,  and,  with  open 
face,  behold  the  glory  of  the  Lord. 

9.  Towards  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century, 
'Monfieur  De  la  Hire  defcried  fome  mountains  in 

Venus ;  which,  on  accurate  inveftigation,  he  found 
to  be  Qonfiderably  larger,  not  only  than  the  largeft 
on  earth,  but  than  even  the  largeft  mountains  hither- 
to difcovered  ill  the  *  moon  itfelf.  Does  any  man 
aik,  "  Wherefore,  and  for  the  accommodation  of 
what  intelligent  beings,  is  the  furface  of  Venus,  like 

'thofe  of  the  earth  or  the  moon,  diverfified  with 
jnountains,  vallies,  and  plains?"  The  only  anfwer 
which  can,  at  prefent,  be  returned,  is  ;  that  the  Al- 
mighty Creator  both  wrought,  and  continues  to 
order,  all  things,   according  to  the  counfel  of  his 

,  own  will :  which  will  is  but  another  name  for  infinite 
reftitude  and-  unerring  wifdom,  operating  by  love-, 
reign  and  omnipotent  power,  through  the  fitteft 
means,  and  to  the  nobleft  ends. 

10.  During  part  of  the  year,  Ve^us  fmiles  as  a 
•f  morning-ftar ;  confidered  in  which  capacity,  (he 
was  called,  by  the  Greeks,  Ehofphorus ;  and,  by  the 
Latins,  Lucifer :  both  which  appellations  fignify,  a 
brighter  light.    She  never  ads  in  this  charader,  nor 

*  *'  The  lunar  mountains  ape  much  higher,  in  proportion  to  the 
body  of  the  moon,  than  any  mountain  upon  our  globe  (for  the 
g^dmeterscan  take  the  height  of  them,  as  eafily  as  they  can  find  the 
ineafure  of  a  mountain  upon  our  earth).  The  height  of  St.  Ka- 
tharine's hill,  in  the  moon,  is  nine  miles:  which  is  three  miles 
higher  than  the  tops  of  our  highelft  hills  on  earth."    Keill,  L«dl.  x. 

For  the  manner,  by  which  the  height  of  the  lunar  mountains  1^ 
mcafured  and  demonftrated,  fee  Keill,  ibid,  and  alfo  Derham'^ 
Aftro-Theology,  book  v.  chap.  2.  Note  (i). 

+  This  year  [1777]  Venus  was  the  evening-ftar,  until  June  i. 
From  which  day,  Ihe  became  the  morning-ftar;  and  will  continue 
fo,  to  the  end  of  the  year, 

fiaftaiA^ 
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^^ftains  this  appellation,  except  when  (he  is  rather 
to  the  weftward  of  the  fun  ;*  and,  confequently,  rife^ 
before  he  does.  Then,  and  then  only  it  is,  that  ^le 
fparkles  as  the  mild  and  beauteous  harbinger  of  the 
day.  when  fl)e  is  to  the  eaftward  of  the  fun,  and 
fets  after  his  difappearance,'  fhe  enters  on  her  fhort 
yelperian  regency,  and  jfliines  by  the  name  of  He- 
fperus,  or  the  evening-ftar.  Milton  has  given  us  a 
J5ne  defcription  of  her,  under  this  title  2 

Now  glQw'd  the  firmaitient 


"  With  living  fapphires.     Hefperus,  that  led 
f  *  The  ftarry  hoft,  rode  brighteft :  'till  the  moon, 
*'  RiQng  in  clouded  majefty,  at  length 
"  Apparent  queen,  unveil'd  her  peerlefs  light, 
.    f '  And  o'er  the  dark  her  filver  mantle  threw  *.'■ 

^gain : 
"  The  fun  wa?  funk ;  and,  after  him,  the  ftar 
^*  Of  Hefperus,  whofe  office  is  to  bring 
"  Twilight  upon  the  earth  :  ftiort  arbiter 
f  ^  Of  day  and  night  f ." 

Thus  this  lovely  planet,  like  a  ready  and  faithful 
friend,  haftens  to  bring  us  the  good  news  of  ap- 
proaching funfhine ;  and,  at  other  times,  like  a  dif- 
interefted  brother,  that  is  born  to  foften  our  adver- 
fity,  ftays  with  us,  when  the  fun  has  left  us ;  exert- 
irig  the  utmoft  of  it's'  light,  to  cheer  the  widowed 
earth,  arid  to  brighten  the  gloom  of  the  incumbing 
|hades. 

II.  There  is  another  particular,  whereby  Venus 
preaches  an  important  leflbn  to  the  followers  of 
Chrift,  viz.  that  the  earth  was  never  yet  known  to. 
come  between  her  and  the  fun.  Whence  the  languor 
and  the  fpiritual  declenfions,  the  darknefs,  and  the 
jfoul-diftreffes  of  many  a  child  of  light  ?  Come  they  not, 

*  Paradife  Loft>  book  iv*  f  Ibid,  book  ix, 

very 
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very  frequently,  from  giving  way  to  earthly  care«^ 
earthly  joys,  and  earthly  purfuits  t  No  wondef  that 
we  move  heavily,  and  walk  in  the  dark,  while  we 
cultivate  that  mendfliip  with  this  world,  which  is 
enmity  with  God  *.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  our 
affedions  are  fet  on  things  above ;  if  our  treafure» 
inA  our  hearts,  are  with  Chrifl  in  heaven ;  we  fliall^ 
'probably,  walk  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in  the  light, 
and  enjoy  an  abiding  perception  of  interef):  in  hii 
precious  Wood,  which  cleanfeth  from  all  fin.  With 
regard  to  our  worldly  accommodations,  if  his  kind 
providence  vouchfafes  to  give  us  fuch  a  competency 
as  may  enable  us  to  pay  turnpikes,  and  to  do  fome 
good  to  others,  as  we  travel  through  the  wildernefs  $ 
we  are  rich,  aniply  rich,  to  all  the  real  purpofes  of 
Aiblunary  happinefs. 

♦JameiiT.H 
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REFLECTIONS.* 

ABASEMENT. 

TPHE  fvveeteft  feafons,  on  this  fide  heaven,  are, 
•*"  when  the  foul  finks,  as  into  nothing,  before  the 
face  of  God,  and  is  abforbed  in  the  fight  of  Chrift 
and  the  love  of  the  Spirit :  when  we  feel  the  prefence 
of  Deity,  and  filently  wait  on  him,  at  the  foot  of 
the  crofs,  with  weeping  eyes,  melting  affeftions,  and 
bleeding  hearts. 

When  Chrift  entered  into  Jerufalem,  the  people 
fpread  their  garments  in  the  way.  When  he  enters 
into  our  hearts,  we  pull  off  our  own  righteoufnefs, 
andr  not  only  lay  it  under  Chrift's  feet,  but  even 
trample  upon  it  ourfelves. 

ACCEPTANCE. 

What  coming,  and  what  returning,  finner  need 
defpair  of  acceptance  ?  No  man  can  be  worfe  than 

*  Thefe  confiderations,  by  Mr.  Toplady,  and  the  cxtrafts,  are 
arranged  under  th«ir  refpediive  heads.  Diamonds  never  appear  fo 
fplendid,  as  when  fet  in  a  crown.  However,  when  thrown  in  con- 
fufion,  they  are  ftill  jewels,  and  therefore  worth  the  gathering.—— 
Frdm  thefe  brilliants  a  boquet  is  made  up,  for  the  gratification  of 
the  Reader.  Editor. 

St. 
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St.  Paul  was,  before  his  converfion ;  and  no  man 
can  be  worfe  than  St.  Peter  was,  after  his  converfion. 

ACTIONS. 

Where  Scriptiire  is  totally  fiknt  concerning  the 
lawfulnefs  or  unlawfulnefs  of  any  aftion,  confult  the 
book  of  your  own  confcience,  and  follow  it's  dic- 
tates. Obferve,  alfo,  what  does,  or  does  not,  tend 
to  take  off  from  your  mind  that  exquifitc  fenfe  of 
divine  love,  which  a  believer  would'  ever  wi(h  to  cul- 
tivate and  cheri(h. 

AFFECTIONS. 

A  believer's  affeftions  are,  too  often,  like  a  caf- 
cade,  or  waterfall,  that  flows  downward ;  inftead  of 
being  like  a  fountain,  which  rifes  and  fhoots  up- 
wards toward  heaven. 

AFFLICTIONS. 

If  you  thoroughly  exhauft  a  veflel,  of  the  air  it 
contains ;  the  prcflure  of  the  air,  on  the  outfide, 
will  break  that  veflel  into  (perhaps)  millions  of 
pieces :  becaiife  there  is  not  a  fufficiency  of  air  with- 
in, to  refift  and  counteract  the  weight  of  the  at- 
niofphere  from  without.  A  perfon,  who  is  fexercifed 
by  fevere  aftliftion,  and  who  does  not  experience  the 
divine  comforts  and  fuppprts  in  his  foul,  refembles 
the  exhaufted  receiver,  above  defcribed ;  and  it  is  • 
no  wonder,  if  he  yields,  and  is  broken  to  flxivers, 
under  the  weight  of  God's  providential  hand.  But 
affliction,  to  one  who  is  fuftained  by  the  inward  pre- 
fence  x)f  the  Holy  Ghoft,  refembles  the  aerial  pref- 
fure  on  the  outer  furface  of  an  unexhaufted  veflfel. 
There  is  that  within,  which  fupports  it,  and  which 
preferves  it  from  being  deftroyed,  by  the  incumbent 
prcffure  from  without. 

Sooift 
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Some  perfons  are  apt  to  walk  in  their  fleep.  They 
are  faid  to  be  cffeftually  cured  of  this  dangerous 
habit,  by  only  once  horte-whipping  them  foundly, 
until  they  awake.  God's  people  are  apt  to  dofe,  and 
run  themfelves  into  danger ;  on  which,  Providence 
takes  the  horfe-whip  of  afflidion,  and  brings  them 
to  themfelves.  Was  he  to  (pare  the  rod,  his  chil- 
dren would  be  fpoiled. 

The  world  is  afea  of  glafs,  afBiftion  fcatters  our 
path  with  fand,  and  afhes,  and  gravel,  in  order  to 
keep  our  fej$t  fjrom  iliding. 

In  a  long  funfliine  of  outward  profperity,  the  duft 
of  our  inward  corruptioijs  is  apt  to  fly  about  and  lift 
itfelf  up.  SantStified  affliaion,  Kke  feafonable  rain, 
lays  the  duft,  and  foftens  the  foul,  and  keeps  us  from 
carrying  our  heads  too  high. 

The  earth  niuft  be  ploughed,  and  fown,  and  har- 
rowed, and  weeded,  and  endure  many  frofty  nights 
and  fcorching  days,  in  order  to  it*s  being  made  and 
preferved  fruitful.  Gentle  (howers,  foft  dews,  and 
moderate  ftin-fhine,  will  not  fuffice  always.  So  it  is 
with  the  foul  of  a  fruitful  Chriftian. 

A  perfon  was  lately  obferving,  of  fomc  fine  orna- 
mental china  on  his  chimney-piece,  that  "  the  ele- 
gance of  it's  figures,  and  the  perpetuity  of  it's  co- 
lours, were  owing  to  it's  having  been  confolidated  by 
palfing  through  the  fire."  Is  not  the  fame  remark 
applicable  to  the  afflifted  people  of  God  ? 

A  N  T  I  N  O  M  I  A  N  S. 

^  Chrift  is  ftill  crucified  betweeii  two  thieves :  An-^ 
tinomianifm  and  Pbarifaifm. 

Yot.IV.  (20.)  T  AR.MI* 
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A  R  M  I  NI  ANS/ 

I  much  queftaon»  whether  the  man»  that  dbs  an 
Arminian,  can  ^  to  hefven.  But»  certainly,  he 
will  not  be  an  Arminian,  when  be  is  in  heaven. 
The  enoploy  of  the  blefled  is,  to  cail  their  ctawns 
at  the  feet  of  God  and  the  Laaib,  and  to  fingt  *'  Not 
unto  us,  O  Lord." 

Should  it  be  thought  harfh,  to  quefUon  the  falva- 
tion  of  one  who  dies  under  the  blindne&  of  Armt- 
niantfm ;  as  if  a  man^  who  only  robs  God  in  part, 
might  mifs  of  glory;  let  it  be  confidered,  that, 
even  on  earth,  if  a  perfon  robs  me  only  of  my  watch, 
or  of  a  fingle  guinea,  he  has  forfeited  his  life  to  tHe 
law,  as  much  as  if  he  had  robbed  me  of  aU  I  am 
worth. 

The  old  Arminians,  mentioned  in  Scripture,  are 
blamed  for  thinkii^,  wickedly,  that  God  was  fuch 
an  one  as  themfelves ;  but  our  new  Arminians  out- 
fin  their  predecefibrs,  and  actually  reprefent  God 
as  a  being  in  many  refpefb  confiderably  inferior  to 
themfelves.  They  fuppofe  bkn  both  to  form  his 
fchepies  with  le(s  wifdom,  and  to  execute  them  with 
lefs  power,  (pirit,  and  fuccefs,  than  a  prime  mi- 
nifter,  of  common  fenfe, .  forms  and  executes  his. 
They  dare  afcribe,  to  God,  fuch  impotence,  blun- 
ders, imperfeftions,  and  difappointments,  as  they 
would  blu(h  to  afcribe  to  a  Ximenes,  or  a  Sully. 

Afminians  confiddr  the  grace  that  is  infpired  into 
a  true  believer's  heart,  as  a  text  of  Scripture  written 
upon  a  pane  of  ^lafs,  liable  to  be  demolifiied  by  the 
iirfl  hand  that  flmgs  a  ftone  at  it. 

All  the  difputes  between  us  and  the  Arminians, 
may  be  reduced  to  thefe  two  queftions  :  i  •  Is  God 

dependant 
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dependant  on  man,  or  is  man  dependant  on  God  i 
2,  Is  man  a  debtor  to  God,  or  God  a  debtor  to  man  i 

When  the  Arminians  fooliflily  affirm,  concerning 
the  will  of  an  unregenerate  man,  viz.  that  '*  it^ 
liberty  confifts  in  an  indifierency  to  good  or  evil» 
like  a  balance  in  equal  poife  ;^'  holds  true  of  a  rege- 
nerate  man,  in  fome  circumftances,  and  in  foiiie  re* 
fpeft,  viz.  that  a  perfon,  who  is  happily  retigned  to 
God*s  providential  difpofals,  may  (m  point  of  ab* 
folute  acquiefcence)  be  faid  to  have  his  will  in  equi'' 
librio  ;  i.  e.  he  wifhes  to  be  quite  conformed  to  the 
divine  pleaiure,  and  to  incline  neither  to  profperity 
noradverfity,  life  nor  death,  but  is  delirous  that 
God's  own  hand  may  incline  the  fcale.  We  zxt  ne<^ 
ver  truly  contented,  nor  (of  courfe)  truly  happy, 
until  God  and  we  have  but  one  will  between  us« 

The  Arminians  think,  that,  in  converfion,  God 
does  little  or  nothing  for  men,  but  gives  them  a  pull 
by  the  elbow,  to  awake  them  from  their  ileep. 
Rather,  he  a£ts,  as  maritime  officers  do  by  their 
failors  :  he  cuts  down  the  hammock  of  carnal  fecu- 
rity  in  which  the  eledb  are ;  down  they  fall,  and  the 
bruifes  and  furprize  they  receive,  awaken  them  from 
their  death  in  fin,  and  bring  them  to  themfelves, 
whether  they  will  or  no. 

According  to  Armlnianifm,  grace  has  the  name> 
but  free*will  has  the  game. 

Arminians  fuppofe  God  to  give  Us  heaven,  as  the 
king  grants  a  brief  for  building  a  church.  The  brief 
runs,  "  We  have  granted  our  moft  gracious  letters 
patent."  But  thefe  fame  moft  gracious  letters  are. 
amply  paid  for  before  they  arc  granted.  No  fee, 
no  brief. 

Some  people  (efpecially  the  Armini*ns)  feem  to 

ipeak  of  the  Thirty-nine  Articles  of  the  eftabliflied 

T  2  Church, 
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Church,  a^  if  thofe  articles  were  like  Mr.  Van 
Bufljcrs  newly-invented  elaftic  gvters,  which  are  fo 
contrived  by  Iprings,  that  they  will  accommodate 
and  fit  themlelves  to  any  le§  that  (hould  wear  them. 

Arminians  will  alk,  "  Whereas  the  ufe  of  preach- 
ing the  dodrines  of  grace,  even  fuppofing  them  to 
be  true  ?  fince  we  may  go  to  heaven  without  a  clear 
knowledge  of  them.*'  And  a  man  may -go  to  heaven 
with  broken  bones ;  yet  it  is  better  to  go  thither  in 
2|  whole  ikin.  A  man  may  get  to  his  journey's  end, 
though  it  rain  and  thunder  all  the  way;  yet  it  is 
more  comfortable  to  travel  in  fair  weather.  You, 
or  I,  might  make  a  better  ft.ift  to  live  upon  a  fcanty 
allowance  of  bread  and  water :  yet,  furely,  is^n  eafy 
fortune,  and  a  decent  table,  are,  in  themfelves,  abun- 
dantly preferable  to  poverty  and  Ihort  commons. 
Who  would  wifti  to  go  upon  thorns,  when  bis 
way  may  be  flrewed  with  rofes  ? 

Whem  is  the  difference  between  Arminianifm  and 
Epicureifm  I  To  fuppofe  a  fortuitous  concourfc  of 
incidents,  is  no  lefs  atheiftic^,  than  to  fuppofe  a 
fbrtuitous  concourfe  of  atoms. 

I  can  compare  fome  ranting,  Arminian  preachers, 
who  reprefent  falvation  as  a  matter  of  chance,  and 
prefs  men  to  help  forward  their  own  converfion,  up- 
on pain  of  damnation,  to  none  fo  well,  as  to  auc« 
tioneers ;  who,  with  the  hammer  iii  their  hand,  arc 
always  bawling  out,  "  Now  is  your  time;  now  is 
your  time :  a-going»  a-going,  a-going." 

Such  a  mbthod  is  equally  inconfiftent  with  the 
analogy  of -fiiith,  and  fubverfive  of  the  raajefty  of  the 
gofpel.  Shall  I  order  a  dead  foul  to  awake,  and 
raife  itfelf  to  life  ?  Let  me  rather  addrefs  the  living 
God,  and  fay,  "  Awake,  and  put  on  thy  ftrength, 
O  arm  of  the  Lord !  Breathe  on  thefe  flain,  that 
they  may  live  !'* 

ASSURANCE. 
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f  ■ 

ASSURANCE. 

It  is  hdt  deeriied  prefumptuous,  for  the  favourites 
cf  aft  eaftKljr  king  to  knOw.  and  be  confcious  that 
they  ixt  {o\  and  whtr  Ihould  it  be  deemed  prefump- 
tuous for  the  favdiiritis  of  God  to  be  aflured  of  his 
love? 

BELIEVER. 

A  trnl!y  ferilightened  believer  (i.  e.  one  who  has  a 
clear  view  of  gofpel  privileges,  a:nd  makes  confcience 
of  gofpel  duties),  ftands  between  two  fires :' the  pha- 
fifces  call  him  an  Antirioriiian,  and  the  real  Antiho- 
mians  call  him  a'phUrifee. 

"  There  is  a  true  and  found  fenfe,  in  which  we  may 
fay,  that  a  true  believer  may  live  as  he  will :  for  it  is 
th«  prevailing  will  and  defire,  of  evdry  real  believer, 
te  Irve  6nly  to  the  gloiy  of  God.  He  is  not  a 
ClA^ftian,  whor  dbth  not  delight. in  the  law  of  God, 
after  the  inner  man, 

R  I  B  L  E. 

To  unconverted  perfons,  a  great  part  of  the  Bible 
refembles  a  letter  writ teii*  in  cypher.  The  bleffed 
fpirit's  office  is,  t6  aft  as  God's  decypherer,  by 
letting  his  people  into  the  fecret  of  celeftial  experi- 
ence, as  the  key  ind  clue  to  thofe  fweet  myfteries. 
of  grace,  whifcH  were,  before,  as  a  garden  (hut  up, 
or  as  a  fountain  fealed,  or  as  a  book  Written  in  aa 
unknown  charafter. 

Whenever  I  preach  from  any  paffagc,  in  the  Book 

of  Canticles,  or  in  the  dook  ot  Revelation,  I  confi- 

der  myfelf  as  (landing  on  ground  peculiarly  confecra- 

ted  and  myfterious. — The  Scripture,  in  general,  may 
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be  confidered  as  the  temple  %t,  \i^  \  but  the(e  two 
books  as  the  holy  of  hokes. 

The  moft  convindng  argument,  and  vm&,  infal- 
lible demonftration,  tbit  the  Scriptures^  are  indeed 
die  word  qf  God,  is,  to  £bel  their  enlivening,  ei^ight* 
ening,  and  transforming  power  in  our  hearts* 

BIGOTS. 

Bigots  are  ftiff,  ftraitened,  and  confined ;  like 
Egyptian  mupimies,  which  are  bound  round  with 
thoulands  of  yartls  of  ribbon. 

Bigots  are  like  fome  treics  thajt  grow  by  jtl^e  ^^ 
Jhore;  which  do  not  fpread  their  Dranche$  equally 
on  all  fides,  but  are  blown  a^yry,  a^d  fland  entitely 
oneway. 

Bigots  (like  Nebuchadnezzar),  if  you  faU  not 
down,  at  the  word  of  command,  before  whatever 
linage  they  fet  up,  confign  you  at  once  to  the  burn? 

bg  fiery  furnace. 

«^       •  • 

CALL. 

The  largenefs  of  (hegofpe}  (moreproperly termed, 
the  minifterial)  call  does  by  no  means  imply  the 
iiniverlality  of  ^acc*  A  fimer  throws  ))U  net  into 
the  (ea  at  l^e  i  not  from  an  expectation  of  catch- 
ing all  the  fimes  that  are  in  the  fea,  but  with  a  yiew 
of  catching  as  many  as  he  can.  And  this  is  the  end 
pf  indefinitely  preaching  to  all. 

CAPTIOUS   HEARERS. 

Wherever  there  is  a  Paul,  to  preach  s  there  wil|  be 
a  Tertullus,  to  find  fault. 

CAVIL- 
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CAVILLING. 

Some  people  can  no  more  help  cavilling  at  the 
doftrines  of  grace,  than  fome  dogs  can  help  howling 
at  the  found  of  a  trumpets 

CHRIST    ALONE. 

The  houfe  that  is  built,  partly,  on  a  rock,  and, 
partly,  on  the  fand,  will  fall:  and  the  (inner,  who 
Fefts  his  hope  offalvation,  partly,  on  Chrift,  and, 
partly  on  his  own  works,  will  be  damned. 

Tou  may  as  well  trufl  in  the  fuppofed  merits  and 

Setended  mterceffion  of  the  virgin  Mary,  or  other 
ints  departed,  as  trait  in  your  own  good  works, 
prayers,  or  any  thing  you  can  do  and  mfier,  either 
as  a  compenfation  to  God's  juftice  for  your  fins,  or 
as  conducive  tow;ard  your  acceptance  and  falvation. 

CHRIST'S    PURCHASE. 

It  is  a  common  faying,  that  *'  He,  who  buys 
land,  buys  ftones,"  and  aU  the  weeds  and  rubbiih 
which  belong  to  the  foil.  When  Chrift  accepted 
of  us,  in  the  decree  of  eledion  (when  the  Father  gave 
and  made  us  over  to  him),  and  when  he  bought 
us  afterwards  with  his  blood ;  he  took  us,  with  all 
our  imperfedlions  and  wretchcdnefs,  for  better  for 
worfe,  as  a  bridegroom  takes  his  bride,  and  as  a 
purcbafer  buys  an  eftatc. 

CHRISTIAN    GRACES. 

Wrap  up  ever  fo  good  a  flint,  in  filk  or  fattin,  and 
not  a  fpark  of,  its  latent  fire  will  appear*  But  braife 
it  with  an  hammer,  or  ftrike  it  with  a  fteel,  the  dor* 
mant'fparks  will  fliew  themfelves.— In  profperity, 

T4  the 
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the  graces  of  a  faint  too  often  lie  hid.  In  advet- 
iity,  they  (hine  forth  with  light  and  hfat,  like  a  flint 
in  collifion  with  a  ftecl. 

CONFIDENCE. 

If  a  merchant  of  inconteftablc  opulence  and  ho- 
nefly  gives  me  his  note  of  hand,  binding  himfelf  to 
pay  me  fo  much  money;  I  have  no  realon  to  fear  a 
failure  of  payment,     "  Mr.  ■  is  a  perfon  of 

vaft  wealth,  and  of  as  great  integrity  :  my  money, 
therefore,  is  as  fure  as  if  I  had  it  in  my  pocket."— 
Thus  we  Teafon,  concerning  human  things. 

Give  the  fame  implicit  credit  to  God's  promifes. 
We  have  it  in  his  own  writing,  under  his  own  hand 
and  feal,  that  "  Every  one  who  believeth  iihaU  have 
everlafting  life  ;'*  and,  "Whofo  cometh  unto  me> 
I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out,"  &c.  &c.  Do  not  dif- 
honour  God's  note  of  hand,  by  letting  unbelief 
queftion  either  his  ability  or  bis  veracity.  Do  not 
withhold  from.the  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  that 
confidence,  which,  in  many  cafes,  you  canngt  with- 
hold from  man: 

CONSEC^UENCES. 

I  am  refolved,  in  the  ftreneth  of  grace,  to 
preach  all  the  truths  of  the  <goipel,  fo  far  as  I 
know  them ;  and  leave  God  to  take  care  of  confe* 
quenccs. 

CONTEMPT. 

To  expofe  ourfelyes  to  worldly  contempt  and  per- 
fecution  for  Chrift's  fake,  is  like  going  into  the  cold 
bath.  At  firft,  it  gives  us  a  (hock  :  but  it  grows 
eafier  and  eafier  .every  times  until,  by  degrees,  it 
ceafes  to  be  difagreeable. 

CON- 
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CONTROVERSY, 

It  IS  in  the  Church,  as  It  is  with  nations :  ,  war 
muft  fometiaies  be  carried  on,  in  order  to  eftablifli 
a  found  and  durable  peace  at  lad. 

One  moment's  communion  with  God  is  worth  ail 
the  controverfial  volumes  in  the  world. 

CONVERSE. 

A  Chriftian,  too  converfant  with  people  of  the 
world,  refembles  a  bright  piece  of  plate  too  much- 
expofed  to  the  air:  which,  though  in  reality  it  con* 
tinues  plate  ftiU,  yet  grows  tarnifhed,  and  lofes  its 
fiae  burniih,  and  needs  a  frefii  cleanfing  and  rub* 
bing  up. 

DARKNESS. 

When  a  faint  is  in  darknefs,  all  his  expedients, 
for  delivering  himfelf  out  of  it,  are  vain  :  they  are, 
literally,  dark  lanthorns,  and  will  not  afford  him  a 
fingle  gleam  to  fee  by.  The  day  will  not  dawn,  nor 
the  (hadows  flee  away,  until  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs 
arifes  with  healing  in  his  wings.  And  we  can  no 
more  command  the  rifing  of  the  fpiritual  fun  with* 
in,  than  we  can  that  of  the  natural  fun  without. 
We  can  only,  like  Paul's  mariners,  caft  anchor,  and 
wilh  for  day. 

D  E  A  T  H. 

Believers  Ihould  not  have  a  flavi(h  dread  of  death. 
Where  is  the  infant,  that  is  afraid  to  go"  to  fleep  in 
its  nurfe's  arms  ?^ 

In  thofe  countnes  that  are  the  feat  of  war,  it  is 
common  to  fee  a  fine  field  of  (landing  corn,  flourifh- 
ing  one  hour,  and  laid  wafte  the  next ;  when  a  party 
of  the  enemy  have  cut   down,   with  their  fwords, 

what 
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what  WHS  ripening  for  the  fickle^  and  given  that  to ' 
their  horfes  for  fodder,  which  the  hufbandman  hoped 
would  repay  him  for  his  toil.-^— So  does  death,  fick- 
nefs,  or  unforefeen  difappointment,  frequently  dif- 
concert  our  worldly  fchemes;  and  blaft  our  expec- 
tations in  a^moment.  Man  turneth  to  his  duft,  and 
then  all  his  thoughts  perilh. 

To  a  true  believer,  death  is  but  going  to  Church  : 
from  the  Church  below  to  the  Church  above. 

A  man  would  not  be  forry  to  be  cjefted  from  a 
cottage,  in  order  to  his  living  in  a  palace :  and  yet 
how  apt  we  are  to  fear  death,  which  to  a  child  of 
God,  is  but  the  writ  of  ejeftment  that  turns  him 
out  of  a  prifon,  and  tranfmits  him  to  his  apartments 
at  court ! 

I  have  known  many  a  believer  go  weeping  to  the 
river  of  death;  but  I  never  knew  a  believer  go 
weeping  all  the  way  through  it. 

Even  an  earthly  paredt  is  particularly  tender  and 
careful  of  a  dying  child.  Much  more  will  the  great 
and  gracious  Father  of  the  eledfupport,  cherifh,  and 
defend  his  own  children  in  the  hour  of  death. 

The  world  is  a  nurfery  of  elejS:  finners.  At  death, 
God  tranfplants  them,  one  by  onej  into  the  garden 
above ;  and  tills  up  their  places  below,  with  a  frefli 
fucceffion  of  fpiritual  trees. 


The  Church  of  the  eledt,  which  is  partly  militant  | 

on  earth,  and  partly  triumphant  in  heaven,  refembies  i 

a  city  built  on  both  fides  of  a  river.  There  is  but  the 
ftream  of  death  between  grace'land  glory. 

Death,  to  God's  people,  is  but  a  ferry-boat.  Every 
day,  and  every  hour,  the  boat  pufhes  off  with  fpme  j 

of  the  faints,  and  returns  for  more.  | 

DENO- 
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DENOMINATIONS. 

You  may  have  feen  the  children  of  fome  fruitful 
family  walking  to  Church,  all  clothed  in  a  different 
colour.  Yet  are  they  all  children  of  one  parent ; 
all  brothers  and  fifters.  So  the  various  denomina* 
tiohs  of  God's  believingpeople. 

DEPENDENCE. 

The  beft  watchfulnefs^  I  know  of,  is,  a  continued 
looking  tp,  and  dependence  on,  the  grace  of  God's 
holy  fpirit,  from  moment  to  moment. 

DIGNITY  of  the  Children  of  GOD. 

God's  people  below,  are  kings  incog.  They  are 
travelling,  difguifed  like  pilgrims,  to  their  dominions 
above. — Once  a  king  unto  God,  always  fo :  God 
does  not  make  kings  for  the  devil  to  unmake  at  his 
pleafure. — If  you  are  fpiritual  kings,  be  holy.  Should 
I  meet  a  perfon,  all  m  dirt  and  ra^,  I  fliould  be 
mad,  was  I  to  take  that  perfon  for  a  kmg,  or  a  queen. 
Nor  can  I  believe  you  to  be  royally  defcended,  or 
crowned  for  the  Ikies,  unlefs  you  carry  the  marks  of 
royalty  in  your  life  and  converfation. — If  any  of 
God's  anointed  kings  fo  far  forget  their  dignity,  as 
to  live  in  fin;  their  throne  will  fhake;  the  crown 
will  tremble  on  their  heads ;  they  will  be  driven 
from  their  palace,  for  a  time,  Kke  David,  when  he 
fled  from  Abfalom,  and  went  weeping,  over  the 
breojc  Kidron.  But,  like  David,  they  (hall  be 
brought  back  again  to  Jerufalem  (for  Chrift  will  not 
lofe  the  purchafe  of  his  blood) :  though  not  until 
they  have  feverely  fmarted  for  it. 

God's  (people  are  kii^  and  priefls,  Rev,  i.  6. 
X.  Askings  they  are  (i.)  ordained  to  a  kingdom 
of  glory  s  and  in  the  mean  whiles  have  an  internal 

kingdom 


a?8  ObfervaiiiMS  and  KeJleSii6ns. 

kingdom  rf  bolinefs  and  happinefs.  (2.;  They  ara 
anointed  with  the  Holy  Ghoft.  (3.)  They. arc 
crowned.  The  doArincs  of  the  ^^\  arc  the 
Chm-ch^'s  croWn  and  ornament,  Rev.iii.ii,  and 
xii,  I .— (4. )  They  have  thd  fceptre  of  God's  ftrength 
to  lean  upon.  (5.)  And  a  globe  alfa  They  only 
truly  enjoy  even  the  prefcnt  life.  Earthly  kin^ 
hold  a  globe  in  their  hands  \  but  the  fpirltual  kings 
have  the  globe  under  their  feet.  (6.)  They  have 
robes.  The  inner  rpbe  of  fanftification ;  and  the 
outer  robe  of  Chrift's  rigfctcoufnefs,  for  juftiflcation 
before  God,  Pfalm  xW.  {7.)  They  hahre  ti>eir 
guards :  angels,  grace^  providence. 

Before  c9nverfion,  they  are  reges  dtfigmtty  kings 
ekft ;  after  it,  rega  defaho^  adual  kifigs. 

2.  As  priefts,  they  arc  devoted  to  God,  and  fet 
apart  for  his  ferviecy  by  a.fpirilual  ordination.  Here 
is  a  truly  indelible  chataAer  conferred :  when  thd 
Holy  Ghoft  lays  the  hand  of  his  grace,  not  only  upon 
the  finner's  head,  but  upon  the  finner*s  heart.  ■■  f 
They  offer  up  fpiritual  and  moral  fiicrifices.-^They 
pray.— They  are  bleffers,  both  in  will  and  in  aA. 

Inward  holinefs,  and  eternal  ^ory^  are  Ifhe  crown 
with  which  God  adorns  and  dignifies  his  eleft.  '  But 
they  are  not  the  caufe  of  eleAion.  A  king  is  not 
made  a  king,  by  the  /oyal  robes  he  wears,  and  by 
the  crown  that  encircles  his  brow :  but  he  therefore 
wears  his  robes,  and  puts  on  his  crown,  becaufe  he 
is  a  king. 

• 
DISCRIMINATING  GRACE. 

Many  pharifaical  cenfures  havp  been  pafled,  on 
fuch  of  God's  minifters  and  people,  as  have  rejoiced 
at  the  indubitable,  though  late,  converfion  of  Mr. 
D s  *.     Let  thofe  unfeeling  profeffors,  who  carp 

•  A  pcrfc«  execoted  for  forgcijr* 

and 


and  murmer  at  that,  and  fimilar  difplays  of  the  Holy 
Spirit's  condefcending  goodnefs  and  power,  remem- 
ber,  that  they  themfelves,  with  their  entire  mock 
trappings  of  imaginary  exceHen<:c  and  inherent  per- 
fedion,  muft  be  unfrocked  of  all,  and  truft  in  the 
sibove  rigbteoufnefs  of  Jefus,  with  brokennefs of  heart, 
or  they  will  never  enter  the  paradife  of  God  ;  the 
holieft  faint  (lands,  exa(3;ly,  on  the  fame  level  with 
the  vileft  of  mankind,  in  point  of  merit,  and  hasjuft 
as  much  righteoufnefs,  (i.e.  abfolutely  none  at  all) 
to  qualify  him  for  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  for  juf* 
tification  with  the  Father. 

May  not  God  have  mercy  on  whom  he  willeth  ta 
have  mercy,,  without  afking  leave  of  men  or  angels  ^ 
Is  not  his  graqe  totally  and  infinitely  free  ?  and  may 
not  he  beftow  his  own  bleffing  wh^n  and  where  he 
pleafes  ?  Let  not  our  eye  then  be  evil  and  envious, 
becaufe  his  is  gracious?  Away,  then,  with  thefe  an- 
tichriftian  bickerings,  and  let  none,  who  call  them- 
felves  believers,  be  forry  for  thai,  which  makes 
angels  glad« 

DISPOSITIONS. 

Some  believers  are  very  rude  and  very  ignorant,  v 
Grace,  in  the  hearts  of  four,  unpoliflied  people,  re-  ! 
ibmbles  a  jfewelpf  gold  in  a  fwine's  fnout, 

D  I  S  P  U  T  ANTS, 

Difputing,  captious,  bigotted  people,  do  but 
pump,  themfelves  dry. 

Unfair  difputants  are  ever  foe  dwelling  on  the  mofl: 
unfavourable  fidq  of  an  argument ;  like  the  blun* 
dering  painter,  who  being  to  take  the  profile  of  a. 
lady  that  had  loft  an  eye,,  very  injudicioufly  drew  her 
blind  fide. 

Cavilling 
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Cavilling  publications  are  not  always  to  be  re- 
garded. Who  would  be  at  the  pains  to  kill  an  in- 
led  of  a  day?  Let  the  poor  creature  alone,  and  it 
will  foon  die  of  itfelf.  Do  not  make  it  coniiderable, 
by  taking  notice  of  it. ,  If  a  child,  of  four  years  old, 
comes  againft  me  with  a  ftraw,  that  is  no  reafon  I 
fliould  luiock  him  down  with  the  poker. 

DIVINE   LOVE. 

The  terrors  of  the  law  have  much  the  fame  effeft- 
on  our  duties  and  obedience,  as  froft  has  on  a  dream : 
It  hardens,  cools,  and  ftagnates.  Whereas,  let  the 
ihining  of  divine  love  rife  upon  the  foul;  repent- 
ance will  then  flow,  our  hardnefs  and  cddnefs  thaw 
and  melt  away,  and  all  the  blooming  fruits  of  god- 
linefs  flouriib  and  aiMund. 

DIVINE   JUSTICE. 

To  the  humble,  felf*emptied,  felf-renouncing  {in- 
ner, even  the  fword  cS  Divine  Juftice  is  a  curtana,  a 
fword  of  mercy,  a  (word  without  a  point. 

DYING. 

^  As  the  letting  of  the  fun  appears  of  greater  mag- 
nitude, and  his  beams  of  richer  gold,  than  when  he 
is  in  his  meridian }  fo  a  dyin^  believer  is,  iifually, 
richer  in  experience,  flronger  m  grage,  and  brighter 
in  his  evidences  for  heaven,  than  a  living  one. 

When  a  perfon  is  going  into  a  foreign  land,  where 
he  never  was  before,  it  is  comfortable  for  him  to. 
coniider^  "  Though  I  am  embarking  for  an  unknown 
country,  yet  it  is  a  place  where  I  have  many  friends, 
who  are  already  fettled  there  :  fo  that  I  (hall  be,  in 
faft,  at  home,  the  inftant  I  get  thither." — How. 
fweet  for  a  dying  believer  to  refleft,  that,  though  he 
is  yet  a  ftraiiger  in  the  world  of  fpirits,  ftilT  the 
world  of  fpirits  areno  ftrangers  to  him.     God,  his 

Father^ 
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Father^  is  there.  Chrift,  his  Saviour,  is  there. — 
Angels,  his  eled  brethren,  are  there.  Saints,  who 
got  home  before  him,  are  there ;  and  more  will  fol- 
low him,  every  day.  He  has  the  blood  and  rijghte- 
oufnefs  of  Chrift  for  his  letters  of  recommendation, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  for  his  introducer.  He  alfo 
goes,  upon  cxprefs  invitation  from  the  King  of  the 
country, 

/election. 

The  book  of  life,  or  decree  of  eledion,  is  the 
marriage-regifter  of  the  faints ;  in  which  their  ever- 
lailing  efpoufal  to  Chrift  ftands  indelibly  recorded 
by  the  pen  of  God's  free  and  eternal  love. 

As  the  bullion  of  which  money  is  made,  is  the 
king's  property,  even  before  it  is  ftruck  into  coin^ 
iind  before  it  vifibly  bears  the  royal  image  and  fuper« 
icription  ;  fo  the  unregenerate  eleft  are  God's  own 
heritage,  though  they  do  not  appear  to  be  fuch,  un- 
til the  Holy  Spirit  has  made  them  pafs  through  the 
mint  of  efieftual  calling,  and  adually  ftamped  them 
into  current  coin  for  the  kingdom  oz  heaven. 

The  ekSt  were  betrothed  to  Chrift  from  everlaft- 
ing,  in  the  covenant  of  grace  ^  they  are.  a6tually 
married  to  him,  and  join  hands  with  him,  in  conver* 
lion ;  but  they  are  not  taken  home  to  the  bridegroom's 
hou^  until  death  difmifles  tliem  from  the  body/ 

ENVY. 

Poor  people  envy  the  rich,  and  rich  people  envy 
the  poor.  Why  ?  Becaufe  neither  of  them  are  privy 
to  the  troubles  of  the  other.  Unconverted  perfons, 
(i.  e.  the  fcir  greater  part  of  mankind)  go  on,  ei^yy* 
ing  each  other's  imaginary  happinefs,  and  fmarting 
under  their  own  crofles.  And  fo  the  world'  goes 
round. 

EPITAPH, 
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•EPITAPH. 

Little  more  can  be  faid,  concerning  the  generality 
of  men,  than  that  they  lived,  and  finned,  and  died. 
But,  concerning  all  God's  people,  it  may  be  faid, 
that  they  lived,  were  converted,  preferved  to  the  end, 
and  went  to  heaven. 

EVIDENCE. 

Many  of  the  enemies  to  God's  truths,  when  they 
arc  filenced  by  the  force  of  evidence,  do,  like  a  fnail 
provoked,  draw*  in  their  horns  and  fpit. 

EXPERIENCES.' 

If  a  perfon,  who  has  been  long  in  poffeffion  of  a 
large  eftate,  comes,  in  procefs  of  time,  to  have  his 
title  difputed^  he  rummages  every  corner  of  his 
fcrutore,  and  of  bis  ftrong  boxes,  to  find  the  ori- 
ginal deeds;' which,  having  found,  he  appeals  to, 
as  authentic  vouchers. 

Thus,  paft  experiences  pf  the  grace  of  Qod, 
though  not  proper  to  be  refted  in,  may  yet  be 
recoUefted  with  cotnfort,  and  referred  to  with  ad- 
vantage, by  a  dieferted  faint,  in  an  hour  of  doubt 
and  4arktiefs« 

We  cannot  heartily  bve  the  diftinguifliing  truths 
of  the  gofpel,  without  experiencing  them :  and  we 
cannot  experience  them,  without  loving  them. 

FAITH. 

Faith  in  God's  promifes  maybe  compared  to  a 
bank  note:'  full  and  felt  poflfeffion  of  the  bleffings 
promifed,  is  like  ready  ca(h.    The  man  who  ha$ 

bank- 
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bank^^es  to  any  given  value,  looks  upon  himfelf 
as  poffeffed  of  fo  much  money,  though,  in  reality. 
It  IS  only  fo  much  paper.  Thus  faith  is  as  fatisfied, 
*? Vu  r  ?|.g^f*t  complacency  in  the  promifes 
of  Jehovah,  as  if  it  had  all  the  bleffings  of  grace  and 
glory  in  hand.  In  faith's  eftimation,  God's  note  is 
current  coin. 

_  Weak  faith  fays,  "  God  can ,  fave  me,  if  he  will. 
Strong  faith  fays,  "God  both  can  and  will  fare 
me.      See  Dan.  lii.  17. 

What  can  be  more  feeble  than  the  ivy,  the  jefla- 
rnrne,  or  the  vine  ?  Yet  thefe,  by  the  affiftance  of 
their  tendrils,  or  clafpers,  rife  and  are  fupported 
tintil  they  fometimes  mount  as  high  as  the  tree  or 
the  waU  that  fuftains  them.  So  the  weak  believer 
layinghold  on  Jcfus  by  the  tendril  of  faith,  rifes 
into  the  fulnefs  of  God,  defies  the  invading  ftorm. 
and  becomes  as  a  fruitful  vine  upon  the  wall  of  an 
houfe. 

Under  the  influence  of  the  blefled  fpirit,  feith 
produces  holinefs,  and  holinefs  ftrengthens  faith 
Faith,  like  a  fruitful  parent,    is   plenteous  in  all 
good  works ;  and  good, works,  like  dutiful  children 
confirm  and  add  to  the  fupport  of  faith. 

Faith  is  the  eye  of  the  foul,  and  the  Holy  Spirit's 
influence  IS  the  hght  by  which  it  fees. 

FEARS. 

In  the  hands  of  a  fltilfial  huflsandman,  even  weeds 
are  turned  to  good  account.  When  rooted  up  and 
burnt,  they  are  good  manure,  and  conduce  to  fer- 

VoL.  IV.  (20.)  U  tiii^. 


294  Obfervaims.  and  RejkStyms. 

tilize  the  land  they  annoyed  before.  So  the  doubts 
and  fears,  and  the  infirmities  of  the  eleft  are  over* 
ruled,  by.  Almighty  grace,  to  their  prefent  and 
eternal  good :  as  conducing  to  keep  us  humble  at 
God's  footftool,  to  endear  the  merits  of  Jefus,  and 
to  jnake  us  feel  our  weaknefs,  and  depcndance,  and 
to  render  us  watchful  unto  prayer. 

I  have  known  feveral  wealthy  perfons,  who,  con- 
trary to  all  fenfe  and  reafon,  have  teazed  and  har- 
raffed  themfelves  with  a  fear  that  they  fhould  at  laft 
come  to  want.  Equally,  nay,  infinitely  more  abfurd 
and  groundlefs,  are  the  doubts  of  thofe  who  have 
fled  to  the  righteoufnefs  and  blood  of  Chrift  for  fal- 
yation.  Such  muft  be  in  a  ftate  of  grace. ;  they 
muft  and  infallibly  are  accepted  of  God ;  and  they 
certainly  (hall  perfevere  to  the  end.  They  who 
think  themfelves  the  pooreft,  in  fpiritual  things, 
are  immenfely  rich,  without  knowing  it.  But,  fuch 
is  the  ftate  of  man  below,  that,  if  God  does  not 
lay  crofles  upon  us,  we  are  fure  to  create  croffesfor 
burfelves. 

FLATTERY. 

Flattery  is  heftar  and  ambrofia  to  little  minds. 
They  drink  .it  in,  and  enjoy  it,  like  an  old  .womaa 
fucking  metheglin  through  a  quill. 

FORBEARANCE. 

As  I  would  not  throw  away  my  watch,  for  varying 
a  few  minutes  from  the  exaft  point  of  time;  fo 
neither  would  I  difclaim  a  regenerate  perfon,  for  his 
not  in  every  thing  exaftly  thinking  with  me.  Chrif- 
tians  are  no  more  infallible  than  watches. 

FREE 
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1?  R  E  fi    GIF  T  S. 

> 

If  a  perfortj  of  exalted  rank  and  Vail  Optiletice, 
defires  you  to  make  his  houle  your  home,  and  you 
avail  yourfelf  of  the  invitation ;  would  it  not  affront 
him,  if  you  was  to  offer  at  paying  him  for  the 
accommodations  ?  What  greater  affront  can  be 
offered  to  the  majefty  of  God,  than  to  imagine,  that 
he  fets  his  favours  to  fale,  and  that  ycm  muft  pay 
him  for  admitting  you  into  the  kingdom  of  grace 
and  glory  ? 

Chrift  has  received  gifts  for  men,  and  beftdWs  the 
gifts  he  has  received.  God  grant,  that  we  may,  if  1 
may  fo  {peak,  give  him  continual  receipts  for  thcfe 
gifts,  from  time  to  time,  in  large  returns  of  love  and 
duty,  thankfulnefs  and  obedience  ! 

"  Gfet  grace — geft  faith— get  an  intereft  in  Chrift,'* 
fay  the  Arrpinians.  When,  in  truth,  grdce  is  not 
of  man*s  getting,  but  of  God's  givihg ;  nor  is  faith^ 
of  man's  acquifition,  but  of  God^s  operation* 

FREE    WILL. 

A  man's  free-will  cannot  cure  him  eveft  of  the 
tooth  ach,  or  of  a  fore  finger  j  ^nd  yet  he  madly 
thinks  it  is  in  it's  J)ower  to  cure  his  foul* 

The  greateft  judgment,  which  God  himfelf  can^ 
in  the  prefent  life,  infiid  upon  a  man^  is,  to  leave 
him  in  the  hand  of  his  own  boafted  free-will. 

Look  where  yoa  will,  and  you  will  geMWilly  find> 
that  free-wiilers  are  very  free  livers* 

GENEROSITY* 
Even  among  men,  if  a  generous  antagonift  has  his 
adverfary  down,  ht  will  fpare  his  life.     If  God,  O 

U  a  finner^j^ 
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finncr,  has  humbled  thee,  and  thrown  thee  down,  he 
will  not  kill  thee,  but  fpare  thee>  and  give  thee 
quarter^  raife  thee  up,  and  fave'  thee. 


GOD    AS    A    FATHER. 

God,  who  knows  the  unfalthfiilnefs  of  the  human 
heart,  will  not  truft  his  grace  to  the  keeping  of  his 
own  people :  if  he  did,  they  would  fbon  make  ha- 
vock  of  it,  like  the  prodigal  fon.  He  therefore  afts 
by  them,  as  a  prudent  father  would  make  provifiori 
for  an  extravagant  child,  viz.  not  by  giving  them 
the  flock,  to  manage  for  themfelves ;  but  by  leaving 
it  in  truft,  to  be  dealt  out  to  them,  from  time  to 
time,  by  ftated  allowance* 


GOD   ALL    SUFFICIENT. 

We  will  luppofe  that  fome  opulent  perfon  makes 
the  tour  of  Europe.  If  his  money  falls  fhort,  he 
comforts  himfelf  with  refledting,  that  he  has  a  fuffi- 
cient  ftock  in  bank,  whicli  he  can  draw  out  at  any 
time,  by  writing  to  his  calhiers.  This  is  juft  the 
cafe,  fpiritually,  with  God's  people.  They  are  tra- 
vellers in  a  foreign  land,  remote  from  home.  Their 
treafure  is  in  heaven,  and  God  himfelf  is  their 
banker.  When  their  graces  feem  to  be  almoft  ipent 
and  exhaufted,  when  the  barrel  of  meal  and  the 
cruCi  of  oil  appear  to  be  failing;  they  need  but  draw 
upon  God  by  prayer  and  faith  and  humble  waiting. 
The  Holy  Spirit  will  honour  their  bill,  at  fight ;  and 
iffue  to  them,  from  time  to  time,  fufficient  remit- 
tances to  carry  them  to  their  journey's  end. 


G  O  D's 
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GOD'S    SOVEREIGNTY, 

A  Praftical  Difcourfe,  by  Elisha  Coxes. 

It  would  be  entirely  needlefs,  to  fay  any  thing  in 
favour  of  a  book,  which  has  given  fuch  profitable 
and  univerfal  fatisfaftiou  to  God's  people,  of  all  deno- 
minations, for  almoft  a  century  paft :  it  will,  and  muft 
jever  be  confidered,  as  one  of  the  choiceft  treafures , 
which  the  God  of  infinite  wifdom  has  vouchfefcd  to 
his  Church*.  Since  the  days  of  the  ^ipoftles,  it  is  a 
work  calculated  for  the  inftruftion,  eftablifhment, 
and  confolation  of  little  children,  of  young  men, 
and  of  fathers  in  Chrift.  Would  the  newly  awaken- 
ed penitent,  the  advanced  convert,  and  the  ripening 
faint,  wilh  to  read,  merely  for  the  fake  of  feeing  the 
liglit  of  truth,  of  fceRng  the  warmth  of  grace,  and  of 
riling  into  the  holy  image  of  God,  let  them  make 
Elilha  Coles  their  ccMnpanion,  their  gui^e,  and  their 
own  familiar  friend. 

O  ye  believers  in  Jefus,  whom  God  has  intrufted 
with  any  thing  aboVe  a  bare  fufficiency  of  this  world's 
good,  feize  the  opportunity  of  futnifhing  the  poor 
and  needy  with  a  book,  the  beft  calculated  of  al* 
moft  any  other  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  gofpcl 
falvation,  to  difFufe  the  fragrance  of  golpel  comfort, 
to  elevate  the  glorious  ftandard  of  gofpel  grace,  and 
to  promote  the  vital  iatcreflis  of  gofpel  holinefs  and 
good  works,. 

GOOD    WORKS. 

Good  works,  like  the  golden  ear-rings  of  the  Ifraeli- 
ites,  are  valuable  in  themfelves ;  but  if  once  exalted 
into  a  golden  calf,  to  be  worftiipped  and  relied  up- 
©jp^  arc  damningly  pernicious. 

U }  GOSPEL. 


k 
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GOSPEL. 

The  bite  of  the  tarantula  (an  Italian  fpider)  cai| 
only  be  cured  by  mufic.  Nor  can  any  thing  he4 
the  wounds  which  fin  and  Satan  have  made  in  the 
foul,  but  the  mufic  of  the  gofpel ;  the  fweet,  iiar? 
monious,  and  joyful  found  of  tree  falvation  by  the 
blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift  alone, 

GRACE. 

A  true  believer  lives  upon  free  grace,  as  his  ne- 
Jceflary  food.  And,  indeed,  he  who  has  really  tafted. 
the  ifweetnefs  of  graqe,  can  live  upon  nothing  elfe. 

There  is  no  difference  betwjeen  the  brightefl  arch-^ 
angel  in  glory  and  the  blackefl  apoftate  fpirit  in  hell| 
but  what  free-grace  has  inade. 

If  I  might  not  have  bofh,  I  would  rather  have 
grace  without  learning,  than  learning  without 
grace.,  I  would  infinitely  rather  be  a  Bunyan,  thaiji 
a  Grotius. 

Grace  cannot  be  fevered  from  its  fruits.  If  God 
gives  you -St.  Paul's  faith,  you  will  fbon  have  St. 
James's  works. 

The  graces  of  God's  fpirit  in  our  hea;-ts  refemblc, 
during  the  prefent  life,  the  citrons  and  other  noble 
{ruits  imported  from  abroad :  we  have  them,  but 
not  in  perfeftion.  ^  Our  graces  will  ever  be  defeftive, 
until  we  get  to  heaven,  the  country  where  they  grow. 

Gifts  may  dif&r:  but  grace  as  fuch,  is  the  fame  \v^ 
all  God's  people.  Jufl  as  fome.  pieces  of  money  arc 
of  gold,  fome  of  filver,  others  of  copper ;  but  they  all 
iaigree  in  bearing  the  king's  image  and  infcription. 

The 
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The  way  to  heaven  lies,  not  over  a  toll-bridge, 
but  over  a  free-bridge  :  even  the  unmerited  grace  o£ 
God  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

We  may  not  be  proud  of  grace,  but  we  ought  to 
be  glad  of  grace. 

Good  works  cannot  go  before  regeneration.  Ef- 
feftual  grace  is  that,  which  builds  the  foul  into  an 
habitation  of  God.  Holy  tempers  and  holy  obedi^ 
ence  are. the  furniture  of  the  houfe.  And  an  houfe 
muft  be  built  before  it  can  be  furniflied. 

Grace  finds  us  beggars,  and  always  leaves  us 
debtors. 

GRACE    AND    GLORY. 

Inherent  grace,  below,  refembles  filver  in  tlie  ore : 
which,  though  genuine  filver,  is  mingled  with  much 
earth  and  drofs :  glory  above,  refembles  filver  refined 
to  it*s  proper  ftandard,  and  wrought  into  veflcls  of 
the  moft  exquifite  workmanQiip. 

GREEK      TESTA  M^E  NT. 

The  Greek  Teftament  is,  beyond  all  competition, 
the  moft  important  volume  in  the  world.  Tfie  in- 
exhauftible  richtiefs  of  its  contents,  and  its  un- 
equalled beauties,  as  a  compofition,are  luch  as  muft 
for  ever  exalt  it's  worth,  infinitely  above  that  of  all 
other  books  which  have  appeared,  or  which  will 
appear,  while  heaven  and  earth  remain.  Every 
judicious  attempt,  therefore,  to  kad  us  into  a  deeper 
and  clearer  acquaintance  with  this  ineftimable 
magna  charta  of  our  falvation,  and  to  unlock  it*s 
heavenly  treafures,  has  a  dired:  tendeacy  to  advance 
the  glory  of  God,  by  promoting  the  knowledge,  the 
happincfs,  and  thefanftification  oi  m  n. 

U  4  II  EAR. 
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HEARING, 

Some  people  hear  the  gofpel,  as  a  butterfly  fettles 
upon  a  flower;  without  being  at  all  the  better 
for  it.  Others  hear  the  gofpel,  as  a  bee  fettles 
upon  a  flower ;  they  enjoy  it's  fragrance,  they  im- 
bibe it's  honey,  and  return  home  richly  laden  with 
it's  fwects.  And  fome  hear  the  gofpel,  as  a  fpider 
vifits  a  flower  :  they  would,  if  poflible,  extract  poifoq 
from  thts  rofe  of  Sharon. 

HEAVEN. 

Even  on  earth,  the  **joy  of  harvefl"  is  great.  But 
what  infinite  joy  will  enfue,  when  the  number  of  tho 
eledt  is  ^ccomplifhed,  when  the  bodies  of  the  faints 
are  all  retrieved  from  the  grave,  and  Chrift  celebrates 
his  **  harvefl-home  T' 

The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  eleftive  :  to  which  meij 
are  chofen  by  God.  And  yet|  at  the  fame  time,  it 
goes  by  indefeafible,  hereditary  right :  it  proceeds  in 
the  line  of  eledlion,  and  the  line  of  regeneration, 

HOLY      SPIRIT/ 

When  the  rays  of  the  fiin  f^U  on  the  furface  of  a 
material  objeft,  part  of  thofe  rays  are  abforbedj 
part  of  them  are  reflefted  b?ick,  in  fl:rait  lines ;  and 
part  of  them  refradted,  this  way  and  that,  in  various 
direftions.  When  the  Holy  Ghoft  fliines  upon  our 
fouls,  part  of  the  grace  he  infpires  is  abforbed,  to 
our  own  particular  comfort ;  part  of  it  refleAed  back 
in  afts  of  love  and  joy  and  prayer  and  praife ;  and 
part  of  it  refradled  every  way,  iji  afts  of  benevolence, 
[)eneficence,  and  all  moral  and  focial  duty. 

The  moft  corredt  and  lively  defcriptioii  of  the  fun 
cannot  convey  either  the   light,  the  warmth,   the 

chearfulnefs^ 
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chiearfalnefs,  or  the  fruitfulnefs,  which  the  aftual 
ftiining  of  that  luminary  conveys  :  neither  can  the 
inoft  laboured  and  accurate  diflertations  on  grace 
and  fpiritual  things,  impart  a  true  idea  of  them, 
without  an  experience  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  work  on 
the  heart. 

In  vain  do  the  inhabitants  of  London  go  to  their 
.conduits  for  fupply,  vinlefs  the  man  who  has  the 
mafter-key  turns  the  water  on.  And  in  vain  do  we 
leek  to  quench  our  thirft  at  ordinances,  unlefs  God 
communicates  the  living  water  of  his  fpirit- 

Scripture  can  be  favingly  underftood,  only  in  and 
by  the  inward  illumination  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  The 
gofpel  is  a  pifture  of  God*s  free  grace  to  finners. 
Were  we  in  a  room,  hung  with  the  fineft  paintings, 
and  adorned  with  the  moft  exquifite  ftatues,  we 
could  not  fee  one  of  them,  if  all  light  was  excluded. 
Now,  the  bleffed  Spirit's  irradiation  is  the  fame  to 
the  mind,  that  outward  light  is  to  the  bodily  eyes. 

As  the  fails  of  a  fhip  carry  it  into  the  harbour,  fo 
prayer  carries  us  to  the  throne  and  bofom  of  God, 
But  as  the  fails  cannot,  of  themfelves,  fpeed  the  pro- 
grefs  of  a  veffel,  unlefs  filled  with  a  favourable 
breeze ;  fo  the  Holy  Spirit  muft  breathe  upon  our 
liearts,  or  our  prayers  will  be  motionlefs  and  lifelefs. 

An  excellent  divine  of  the  laft  century,  Mr.  Tho- 
pias  Cole,  compared  "  the  Scriptures  to  a  feal,  and 
the  heart  of  man  to  wax."  I  would  add,  that  the 
Holy  Qhoft  is  the  fire  that  warms,  and  penetrates, 
and  foftens  the  wax,  in  order  to  it's  becoming  fuf- 
ceptible  of  impreffion. 

The  word  of  God  will  not  avail  to  falvation,  with- 
out the  fpirit  of  God,  A  compafs  is  of  no  ufe  to  a 
jnarincr,  unlefs  he  has  light  to  fee  it  by. 

An 
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An  houfe,  uninhabited,  foon  comes  to  ruin  ;  and 
ft  foul,  uninhabited  by  the  holy  fpiiit  of  God, 
verges  fafter  and  fafter  to  deftruftion. 

HO  L  I  N  E  S  S. 

The  progrefs  of  holinefs  is  fometimes  like  the 
lengthening  of  day-light,  after  the  days  are  paft  the 
(horteft.  The  difference  is,  for  fome  time,  imper- 
ceptible, but  ftill  it  is  real ;  and  in  due  feafon,  be- 
comes undeniably  vifible. 

In  one  of  Mr.  Pope*s  letters  (if  I  miftake  not), 
mention  is  made  of  an  eaftern  fable,  to  this  effed : 
•*  On  a  time,  the  owls  and  batts  joined  in  a  petition 
to  Jupiter,  againft  the  fun ;  fetting  forth,  that  hiis 
beams  were  fo  unfufferably  troublefome,  that  ^he 
petitioners  could  not  fly  abroad  with  comfort,  but 
were  kept  prifoners  at  home,  for  at  leaft  twelve 
hours  out  of  the  twenty-four.  Jupiter  feeing  Apollo 
Ihortly  after,  informed  him  of  the  application  he 
had  received ;  adding,  I  (hall,  however,  take  no  no- 
tice of  the  petition :  and,  for  you,  do  you  be  re- 
venged by  fliining."  O  believers,  when  Papifts  and 
Arminians  charge  the  dodtrines  of  grace  with  a  ten- 
dency to  licentioufnefs ;  let  your  lives  be  a  confuta- 
tion of  the  falfehood.     Be  revenged  by  (liining, 

HUMILITY. 

it  is  a  great  thing  to  have  gofpel-humilityv  If 
you  know  you  want  it,  it  is  a  fign  you  are  not  quite 
without  it. 

Children,  much  indulged,^are  apt  to  take  liberties. 
To  keep  us  humble,  God  muft  fometimes  feem  to 

frown. 

HUSBANDS. 

Many  huflbands  are  like  fome  members  of  parlia- 
ment ;  all  complaifance,  humility,  and  fair  fpeeches, 
beforehand  ;  but  no  fooner  in  poffeffion  of  the  de- 
fired 
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fired  objeft,  than  the  fupple  candidate  becomes  aa 
haughty  mafter. 

HYPOCRITES. 

There  is,  fometimes,  on  trees  and  flowers,  what 
florifts  call,  a  falfe  bloflbm  :  how  many  fuch  do  we 
fee  in  the  world  of  profeffing  Chriftians! 

Different  members  of  the  body  have  different 
offices;  ^and  are,  fome,  of  greater,  others,  of  lefs  im- 
portance :  but  they  all  belong  to  the  body.  Hypo- 
crites are  not  real  members,  but  excrefcences,  of  the 
Church,  like  falling  hair,  or  the  parings  of  the 
pails, 

IDEAS.      ^ 

Definitions,  or  accurate  afcertainments  of  the 
precife  ideas,  which  we  mean  to  convey,  by  particu- 
lar terms  and  phrafes,  are  of  great  confequence  in 
difembarraffing  a  queflion,  and  in  fhortening  a 
/debate. 

IGNORANCE. 

Men  adopt  vic^  and  error,  for  want  of  knowing 
the  true  deformity  of  both  :  as,  in  Ruffia,  where  un- 
married women  conftantly  wear  veils,  it  is  frequent 
for  the  bridegroom  never  to  fee  his  wife's  face  until 
after  marriage. 

IMPERFECTION. 

If  I  build  an.houfe^  it  is  ten  thoufand  to  one  if  I 
.do  not  afterwards  find  it  defedive  in  fome  refpeft  or 
other:  there  is  continually  fomething  to  add,  or 
fometbing  to  alter,  and  fomething  that  may  be  im- 
proved for  the  better. — If  I  write  a  book,  I  find  it 
imperfeft.  Some  errata  of  the  printer,  fome  defefts 
in  the  language,  fomething  to  add,  or  fomething  to 

retrench. 
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retrench.  So  it  is  with  all  human  works.  The 
work  of  Chrift's  rigbteoulhefs  and  redemption  is  the 
only  fihifhed,  the  only  perfed  work,  that  ever  was 
wrought  among  m^n,     God  give  me  faith  in  it ! 

ILLUMINATION. 

The  Holy  Ghoft  muft  fhine  upon  your  graces, 
or  you  will  not  be  able  to  fee  them,  and  your  good 
works  muft  (hine  upon  your  faith,  or  your  neigh* 
bours  will  not  be  able  to  fee  it. 

IMPUTED   RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

The  form  of  falutation,  in  fome  countries,  is,  by 
refpeftfully  touching,  or  lifting  up,  the  corner  of  the 
perfon's  garment,  you  would  addrefsc  but  to  kifs 
his  veft;  is  the  higheft  token  of  reverence. — And 
the  higheft  inftance  of  regard,  you  can  (hew  to 
Chrift,  is,  by  embracing  the  robe  of  his  imputed 
righteoufncfs. 

INCOMPETENCY. 

Man,  even  in  his  moft  enljghtenied  ftate,  can  no 
more  form  a  competent  idea  of  the  wifdona  that  Ijes 
at  the  bottom  of  God's  efFeftive  and  permiffive  de- 
orees  5  than  an  earth-worm  or  a  beetle  can  enter  into 
the  political  views  which  adizate  the'movemjent3  of 
a  prime  minifter. 

INNOVATION. 

J  have  known  an  unfkilful  weeder  pull  up  and 
deftroy  flower-roots  and  herbs,  under  the  notion  of 
their  being  weeds.  Juft  fuch  would  be  the  conduft 
of  the  prefent  reftlefs  enemies  to  the  Church  of 
England,  if  their  innovating  wilhes  were  to  take 
effeft.     (1772.) 


INTER. 
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INTEREST    IN    CHRIST, 

Our  intereft  in  Chrift  does  not  depend  on  our 
fanftification ;  but  our  fandtification  depends  on  our 
'  intereft  in  Chrift. 

INTREPIDITY. 

Go  to  heaven  boldly,  let  men  fay  what  they  will. 
Ufe  yourfelf  to  the  weather.  A  little  rain  will  not 
melt  you.  The  more  you  wrap  up,  the  more  liable 
you  will  be  to  take  cold. 

JUSTICE. 

Some  harbours  have  bars  of  fand,  which  lie  acrofs 
the  entrance,  and  prohibit  the  accefs  of  fliips  at  low- 
water. — — There  is  a  bar, ,  not  of  fand,  but  of  ada- 
mantin  rock,  the  bar  of  Divine  Juftice,  which  lies 
between  a  finner  and  heaven.  Chrift's  righteoufnefs 
is  the  high-water  that  carries  a  believing  finner  over 
this  bar,  and  tranfmits  him  fafe  to  the  land  of  eternal 
reft.  Our  own  righteoufnefs  is  the  low-water,  which 
will  fail  us  in  our  great  eft  need,  and  will  ever  leave 
us  fhort  of  the  heavenly  Canaan. 

JUSTIFICATION. 

Antiquarians  fetan  ineftimable value  on  uniques: 
i.  e.  on  fuch  curiofities,  of  which  there  is  but  one  of 
a  fort  in  the  world.  Juftification  is  in  the  number 
of  the  believer's  uniques.  There  is  but  one  jufti- 
cation  (properly  fo  called)  in  the  whole  univerfe : 
and  it  equally  belongs,  through  grace,  to  all  the 
children  of  God;  and  the  Chriftian  wifhes  to  be 
viewing  it  every  moment. 

Chrift's  flieep  do  not  contribute  any  part  of  their 
own  wool,  to  their  own  cloathing.  They  wear,  and 
are  juftified  by,  the  fine  linen  of  Chrift's  obedience 
only. 

KNOW- 
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KNOWLEDGE    IN   THEORY. 

I  am  acquainted  with  a  lady,  who  is  a  thorough 
miftrefs  ofmufic,  as  a  fcience,  and  can  play  the 
harpfichord  with  great  judgment :  but  though  (he 
underftands  it,  (he  docs  not  love  it ;  and  never  plays, 
if  (he  can  avoid  it.  Too  ftrong  a  picture  of  fome, 
who  know  the  gofpei  in  theory,  but  neither  love  it 
in  (incerity,  nor  praftife  its  precepts  with  a  good 
will ! 

•     LANGUAGE. 

It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  advocates  for  the 
beft  of  caufes  would,  with  Solomon,  feek  out  ac- 
ceptable words  ;  I  acknowledge  that  genteel  drapery 
adds  nothing  to  the  value,  but  it  adds  much  to  the 
agreeablenefs  of  truth,  which  is  not  the  better  receiv- 
ed for  appearing  in  dilhabille,  much  lefs  for  being 
attired  like  a  floven.  If  we  do  not  decorate  her 
with  what  lord  Chefterfield  terms  "  lace  and  em- 
broidery," that  is,  with  rich  metaphors  and  refine- 
ment of  ftyle,  yet  an  author  (hould  not  permit  her 
to  walk  abroad  either  in  fluttifh  negligence,  or  in  the 
garb  of  a  (habby  old  gentlewoman  fallen  to  decay. 

LAW. 

The  terrors  of  the  law  have  much  the  (ame  eJSfeft 
on  our  duties  and  obedience,  as  froft  has  on  a  ftream : 
It  hardens,  cools,  and  ftagnates.  Whereas,  let  the 
(hining  of  divint  love  rife  upon  the  foul ;  repentance 
lyill  then  flow  ;  pur  hardnefs  and  coldnefs  thaw. 

,LIFE   OF   CHRIST. 

The  life  of  Chrift  on  earth,  may  be  compared  to 
"the  garden  of  Eden,  before  Adam  fclU  in  which 

was 


Oifsrvatmi  MHd'Ri^eclioHS.  307 

was  no  plant  growing,  but  fuch  as  were  beautiful  and 
lalutary :  none  that  was  either  ufelefe  or  hurtful. 

TL  OR  D's    DAY. 

It  is  certainly,  no  finall  point  gained  to  prove, 
that  what  is  now  generally  confidered  as  the  firfl:  day 
of  the  week,  is  in  reality,  and  in  order  of  rota- 
tion from  the  beginning,  the  feventh  or  primeval 
Sabbath,  and  that  God  incarnate  rofe  from  the  tomb 
on  that  very  day,  in  fucceffion,  on  which  God  abfo- 
lute  ccafed  from  the  works  of  creation.  Indeed, 
the  conipifers  of  our  liturgy  feem  to  have  had  fome 
light  into  this  matter,  elfe,  they  would  hardly  have 
engrafted  the  fourth  commandment  (which  ex- 
prefsly  and  peremptorily,  enjoins  the  fandtification  of 
the  feventh  day)  into  the  communion  fervice,  and 
direfted  all  the  members  of  the  Church,  to  unite  in 
prayer  to  God  for  grace  to  keep  that  law. 

LOVE    TO^  GOD. 

The  people  of  Chrift  are  not  merit-mongers.  Love 
to  the  captain  of  their  falvation  ranks  them  under 
his  banner.  They  are  not  like  the  Swifs,  who  fight 
for  pay. 

As  fruits  artificially  raifed,  or  forced,  in  an  hot- 
houfe,  have  not  the  exquifite  flavour  of  thofe  fruits 
which  grow,  naturally  and  in  their  due  feafon;  fo 
that  obedience  which  is  forced  by  the  terrors  of  the 
law,,  wants  the  genuine  flavour  and  fweetnefs  of 
that  obedience  which  fprings  forth  from  an  heart 
warmed  and  meliorated  with  the  Idve.  of  God  in 
Chrift  Jefus.  ' 

If  Chrift  has  your' good  will,  he  will  certainly 
have  your  good  word.  If  you  truly  love  him^ 
you  will  not  be  aifaamed  to  fpeak  for  him. 

MARRIAGE. 
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MARRIAGE. 

When  a  believer  marries  an  unbeliever,  what  is  it, 
but  reviving  the  old  cruel  punilhmcnt,  of  tying  the 
living  and  the  dead  together  ? 

MEMORY. 

Many  of  God's  people  lament  the  badnefs  of  their 
memory.  And,  yet,  after  all,  an  heart -memory  is 
better  than  a  meer  head-memory.  Better  to  carry 
away  a  little  of  the  life  of  God  in  our  fouls,  than  if 
we  were  able  to  repeat  every  word  of  every  fermon 
we  have  heard. 

MINISTERS. 

Gofpel-minifters  fliould  noif  be  too  hafty  and 
eager  to  wipe  oflF  every  afperfion  that  is  caft  on  them 
falfely  for  Chrift's  fake.  Dirt  on  the  charafter  (if 
unjuftly  thrown),  like  dirt  on  the  cloaths,  (hould  be 
let  aloqe  for  a  while,  vmtil  it  dries :  and  then  it  will 
rub  off  ealGly  enough. 

Minifters  then  only  draw  the  bow  fuccefsluUy, 
when  God's  holy  fpirit  fharpens  the  gofpel  arrow, 
and  wings  it  to  the  hearts  of  them  that  hear. 

Gregory  Nazianzen  fays,  in  his  eulogium  on  Bafil, 
Bpoflij  trm  xor«-,  oTt^vitn  ^f  |5»d*;  "  thy  word  was  thunder 
arid  thy  life  was  lightening." — Such  (hould  the 
preaching  and  the  converfation  of  every  minifter  be. 

The  weight  of  oppofitioh  will  always  fall  heavieft 
on  thofe  who  found  the  gofpel-trumpet  loudeft. 

Gofpel-minifters,  do,  indeed,  in  fome  fenfe,  turn 
the  world  upfide-down.  The  fall  of  Adam  has 
turned  human  nature  upfide-down,  long  ago:  and 
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Converting  grace  muft  turn  tis  upfidc-down  again, 
in  order  to  bring  us  right. 

Gofpel-^minifters  are  ufuaUy,  in  will  and  defire  at 
leaft,  employed  for  God,  to  the  laft  moment  of  their 
lives.  Their  work  being  accompliflied,  they  are 
called  from  labour  to  heaven  j  as  Cincinnatus  was 
found  at  the  plough,  when  he  received  his  call  to 
the  didatorftiip  of  Rome. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  preachers,  fome  give 
the  pure  gofpcl  wine,  unadulterated  and  undalhed. 
Others  give  wine  arid  water.  Some  give  mere  cold 
Witer,  without  a  drop  of  wine  among  it. 

Were  evangelical  preachers  and  writers  to  flop, 
and  give  a  lalh  to  every  fpiteful,  noify  cur,  that  yelps 
at  them  in  their  way  t'o  the  kingdom  of  God,  they 
would  have  enough  to  do,  before  they  got  to  their 
journey's  end. 

Next  to  being  a  true  believer,  it  Is  the  hardeft 
•thing  in  the  world  to  be  a  faithful  minifter. 

Minifters  are  the  bow  :  the  law  is  the  arrow.  God 
muft  bend  the  bow  by  the  impulfe  of  his  own  arm, 
and  wing  the  arrow,  or  it  will  never  hit  a  finner*s 
heart. 

,  I  have  read  of  fome  harbour  abroad,  where  fiJt 
water  and  frelh  run  together,  in  one  amicable  ftream, 
but  without  mingling.  Such  (hould  be  the  care  of 
God*s  minifters.  They  are  to  preach  both  law  and 
gofpel;  but  without  mixing  or  confounding  them 
together. 

The  beft  clock  in  the  world  will  be  fpoiled,  if  you 
arc  perpetually  moving  the  hand  backwards  and 
forwards,  and  altering  it,  in  order  to  make  it  keep 
time  with  a  variety  of  other  clocks :    it  will  hardly 
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evergo  regularly  and  wfell. So  a  miniller,  who 

fliapes  and  accommodates  his  fentiments  and  dif- 
courfes  to  the  taftes  and  humours  and  opinions  of 
other  people,  will  never  be  happy,  refpeftable,  or 
ufcful. 

Different  minifters  are  fent  oY  God  to  different  per- 
fons.  Juft  as  a  great  man,  who  keeps  many  iervants> 
fends  them  with  letters  or  meffages  to  fuch  or  fuch 
particular  people^ 

A  miniftcr  can  only  lay  on  the  cauftic;  God  alone 
can  make  the  hearers  feel  it. 

MORALITY. 

To  amufe  fallen  finners  with  leftures  upon  mora- 
lity, is  like  going  to  an  hofpital  and  haranguing  to 
a  company  of  fick  folks  on  the  advantages  of  health. 
Rather  let  us  labour  to  cure  them  of  their  difeafes, 
and  then  they  will  know  the  value  and  comforts  of 
health,  without  our  giving  them  a  diflertation  upon 
it. — Lead  finners  to  Chrift  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit,, 
and  then  they  will  love  and  praftife  morality  as  na- 
turally as  fparks  fly  upward. 

Morality,  not  flowing  from  faith  in  Chrift,  re- 
fembles  an  artificial  flower ;  which  has  the  appear- 
ance, but.  neither  the  life,  the  beauty,  nor  the 
fragraiice,  of  a  real  one. 

I  havje  no  more  conception  of  a  true  believer  with- 
out morality,  than  of  a  river  without  water,  or  of  ^ 
(un  without  light  and  heat. 

NATIONAL    CONCERNS. 

National  matters,  at  prefent,  carry  a  very  gloomy 
afpe£t.  But  it  is,  in  things  civil,  as  in  things  fpiritual: 

and 
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and  I  regard  my  country,  and  myfclf,  in  a  fimilar 
view. — Confidcred  in  myfelf,  I  am  a  moft  unworthy 
and  fitiful  creature :  confidered  in  Chrift,  I  am  witli* 
out  fault  before  the  throne  of  God. — Confider  the 
jftate  of  public  affairs,  as  they  are  in  themfelves  j  and 
hiirdly  any  thing  can  be  more  threatening,  cloudy, 
or  unfavourable.  Confider  them,  in  a  providential 
view;  and  whatever  is,  is  riglit^  This  is  my  Iheet- 
anchor,  concerning  that  black  and  difmal  ftorm, 
which  now  feems  to  be  burfting  over  the  Englilh 
empire.     A.  T.  Bath,  Aug.  4,  1775. 

NEGLIGENCE. 

When  perfons  loiter  on  a  journey,  they  are  fome- 
times  benighted  afterwards :  and  when  believers  are 
not  diligent  in  the  ufe  of  ordinances,  and  in  the 
performance  of  good  works,  no  wonder  if  they  walk 
in  darknefs. 

N  E  W    B  1  R  T  H. 

AH  God's  children  are  ftill-born.  They  come 
fpiritually.  dead  into  the  world.  And  dead  they  con- 
tinue, till  they  are  born  again,  of  the  Holy  Ghof):» 

Every  believer  has  four  births.  A  natural  birth 
into  the  world;*  a  fpiritual  birth  into  the  king* 
dom  of  grace,  at  regeneration ;  a  birth  into  glory,  at 
death  ;  and  a  new  Birth  of  his  body  from  the  grave, 
at  the  refurredion. 

No  man  can  remember  the  day  of  bis  natural 
birth  ;  but  moft  of  God's  people  can  remember  the 
day  when  they  were  born  again. 

O  B  L  O  CLU  Y. 

The  times  are  fuch,  that  it'  is  almoft  impoffible 
for^  man  to  go  to  heaven,  without  gj^tting  a  nick* 
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name  by  the  way.  But  it  is  better  to  go  to  heaved 
with  a  nick-name,  than  to  go  to  hell  without  one. 
If  I  muft  either  give  up  the  truths  of  God,  or  lofe 
my  charader ;  then  farewell  charadter,  and  welcome 
the  truths  of  God. 

OLD    AND    NEW    MAN. 

Old  Adam  never  was  a  faint  yet,  and  never  will 
be  :  Rom.  vii.  On  the  other  hand,  the  new  man, 
or  principle  of  grace  in  the  heart,  never  finned,  and 
never  can  5  Rom.  vii.     i  John. 

ONE    CHURCH. 

Take  a  mafs  of  quickfilver,  let  it  fall  to  the 
floor,  and  it  will  fplit  itfelf  into  a  vaft  number  of 
diftinft  globulas.  Gather  them  up,  and  put  them 
together  again,  and  they  will  coalefce  into  one  body, 
as  before. — Thus  God's  eledt  below,  are,  fometimes, 
crumbled  and  diftinguifhed  into  various  parties, 
though  they  are  all,  in  faft,  members  of  one  and  the 
fame  myftic  body.  But,  when  taken  up  from  the 
world,  and  put  together  in  heaven,  they  will  con- 
ftitute  one  glorious,  undivided  Church,  for  ever 
and  ever.   . 

-  In  North  America  have  been  lately  reckoned  no 
fewer  than  feventy-five  religious  denominations. 
And  were  there  feventy-five  thoufand,  it  would  not 
iignify  fcven  pins  heads.  Denomination  is  nothing, 
Grace  is  grace  in  every  converted  perfon.  There  is 
but  one  Oixirch  after  all. 

ORIGINAL     SIN. 

Before  the  fall,  man's  will  was  free  to  good,  and 
burnfSd  with  a  pure,  celeftial  flame.  Original  fin 
aftedtisan  extinguifher;  and  leaves  the  foul  iii  the 
dark,  until  lighted  again  by  the  fire  of  God's  fpirit. 

PER^ 
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P  E  R  S  E  G  U  T  I  O  N. 

Some  harbours  are  fenced  with  mafly  chains  of 
iron,  reaching^from  fide  to  fide,  to  obftruft  the  ac* 
cefs  of  fhipping.  Similar  is  the  profeffion  of  Chrift 
and  his  caufe,  in  perfecuting  times. — But  as  a  (hip 
has  often  been  able  to  force  its  way  into  the  port, 
and  burft  the  chains  that  oppofe  its  entrance,  by 
the  aid  of  a  favourable  tide  and  a  ftrong  breeze ;  fo 
perfecvition  is  nothing  to  a  believing  foul,  whofe 
fails  are  filled  with  the  breathings  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  the  full  tide  of  whofe  afFedtions  is  turn- 
ed, by  grace,  to  God  and  Clirift  and  heaven. 

PHARISEES. 

Pharlfees  are  pharifees  in  all  ages,  and  all  cotin- 
tries.  What  is  the  difference  between  a  pharifee  in 
Judea,  and  a  pharifee  in  England  ? 

Nothing  but  the  lancet  of  God's  law,  in  the  hand 
of  the  fpirit,  can  let  out  the  proud  blood,  of  a  pha- 
rifee, and  reduce  the  fwellings  of  felf-righteoufnefs. 

PILGRIM'S    PROGRESS. 

J' 

'  Some  time  after  the  commencement  of  the  1 7th 
century,  a  Angularly  ingenious  piece  of  fpiritual 
allegory  was  publifhed,  under  the  following  title, 
*'  The  Ifleof  Man,  or  the  legal  Proceeding  in  Man- 
Ihire  againft  Sin."  The  author  was  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Richard  Bernard,  redlor  of  Batcombe  in  Somerfet- 
fhire.  This  performance  feems  to  have  had  a  great 
run  ;  my  copy  is  of  the  eighth  edition,  printed  at 
Lonrlon,  A.  D.  1632. 

The  above  work,  in  all  probability,  fuggefted  to 
Mr.  John  Bunyan,  the  firft  idea  of  his  "  Pilgrim's 
Progrefs,"  and  of  his  *«  Holy  War.'*  The  former 
of  thefe  is,  perhaps,  the  fineft  allegorical  book  ex- 
tant, defcribing  every  ftage  of  a.  believer's  experience, 
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from  converfion  to  glorification,  in  the  moft  artlefs 
Cmplicity  of  language,  yet  peculiarly  rich  with  {pi-* 
ritual  undion,  and  glowing  with  the  moft  vivid, 
juft,  and  well  conduftcd  machinery  throughout ;  it 
is,  in  Ihort,  a  mafter  piece  of  piety  and  genius ;  and 
will,  I  doubt  not,  be  of  ftanding  ufe  to  the  people  of 
God,  fo  long  as  the  fun  and  moon  endure.  It  has 
been  affirmed,  and  I  believe  with  truth,  that  no 
book,  in  the  Englifti  tongue,  has  gone  through  fo 
many  editions,  the  Bible  and  Common  Prayer  alone 
excepted, 

POWER. 

It  is  a  faying,  that  kings  have  long  hands.  This 
is  eminently  true  of  Chrift,  the  king  of  faints.  He 
has  a  long  hand,  to  reach  his  enemies,  in  a  way  of 
judgment;  and  a  Icing  hand,  to  lay  hold  on  his 
eleft,  and  to  bring  nigh  thofe,  who  once  ftood  afar 
off  from  bim  and  his  righteoufnefs, 

P  R  A  Y  E  I^. 

The  longer  we  negled  writing  to  an  abfent  friend, 
the  lefs  mind  we  have  to  fet  about  it. — So,  the 
more  we  negleft  private  prayer  and  clofet  commu* 
nion  with  God,  the  more  (by  we  grow  in  our  ap- 
proaches to  him.  Nothing  breeds  a  greater  ftrange- 
nefs  between  the  foul  and  God,  than  the  reftraining 
of  prayer  before  him.  And  nothing-  would  renew 
the  blefled  intimacy,  if  God  himfelf,  the  negledled 
party,  did  not,  as  it  were,  fend  us  a  letter  of  ex- 
poftulation  from  heaven,  and  fweetly  chide  us  for 
our  negligence.  Then  we  melt ;  then  we  kindle ; 
and  the  blifsful  intercourfe  gradually  opens  as  ufual. 

David  would  not  have  been  fo  often  upon  his 
knees  in  prayer,  if  affliftion  had  not  weighed  him 
down. -^ There  are,  I  believe,  more  prayers  in  the 
writings  of  David  and  of  Jeremiah,  than  in  any 
Other  pojrtion  of  Scripture. 

The 
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The  longer  you  are  with  God  on  the  mount  ot" 
private  prayer  and  fecret  communion  with  him,  the 
brighter  will  your  face  (hine  when  you  come  down* 

We  may  pray  fpiritually,  by  a  form;  and  we  may 
•pray  formally  and  coldly  without  one.— -Suppofe  1 
was  to  fay  to  a  converted  diflenter/  "  Sir,  you  do*  ' 
not  fing  the  praifes  of  God  fpiritually."  He  would 
afk,  "why  not?"  Was  I  to  anfwer,  "  Becaufc 
you  fing  by  a  form :  Dr.  Watts*s  pfalms  and  hymns 
are  all  precompofed :  they  are  forms,  in  the  ftridteft 
fenfe  of  the  word :"  the  good  man  would  reply, 
"  True :  they  are  precoinpofcd  forms  :  but  I  can 
fing  them  very  fpiritually  for  all  that."  I  (hould 
rejoin,  "  And  I  can  pray  in  the  words  of  the  Li- 
turgy, as  fpiritually  as  you  can  fing  in  the  words  of 
Dr.  Watts." 

PREACHING. 

Mere  moral  preaching  only  tells  people  how  the 
houfe  ought  to  be  built.  Gofpel  preaching  does 
more  :  for  it  aftually  builds  the  houfe. 

Was  I  a  layman,  and  Providence  was  to  caft  me 
in  ^  place  where  I  could  not  poffibly  hear  the  gofpel 
preached,  but  (hould  be  forced  to  hear  either  an 
Arian  or  an  Arminian  miniftry,  if  I  heard  any  at 
all;  I  fliould  much  rather  chufe  to  fpend  my  Lord's 
days  at  home,  in  reading  and  praying  privately.  By 
the  fame  rule  that  I  would  rather  flay  within,  and 
take  fuch  a  dinner  as  my  own  houfe  affords  ;  than  go 
abroad,  to  dine  where  I  fliould  be  fure  of  fitting 
down  (at  beft)  to  a  difli*  of  gravel  or  fand,  if  not  of 
arfenic. — ^— See  Ezek.  xi.  16. 

PRESENCE    OF     GOD. 

If  you  go  to  court,  you  know  whether  you  have 
(tta  the  king,  and  whether  he  has  fpoke  to  you, 
or  not;     And,  when  you  attend  an  ordinance,  you 
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know  whether  you  have  enjoyed  the  preifence  of 
Cod,  or  not. 

PRESERVATION. 

If  God  had  not  chofen  thee  in  his  Son,  he  would 
not  have  called  thee  by  his  fpirit :  and  he  that  called 
thee  by  his  fpirit,  will  preferve  thee  to  his  kingdom. 

If  a  coach  or  waggon  be  likely  to  run  over  us,  we 
exert  all  our  ftrength  and  fpeed  to  get  out  of  its 
way.  If  a  ftorm  overtakes  us,  we  look  out  for  a 
place  of  fhelter.  O  that  we  were  equally  fedulous 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come  ! 

PROFESSORS. 

People  who  profefs  to  believe  the  doftrines  of  the 
gofpel,  and  yet  dp  not  experience  the  power  of  thofe 
doftrines  unto  fandific^tion ;  refembJe  a  man  who 
looks,  over  an  hedge,  into  a  garden,  without  going 
into  it. 

Some  profeffors  pafs  for  very  meek,  good  natured 
people,  until  you  difpleafe  them.  They  fefemble  a 
pool  or  pond,  which,  while  you  let  it  alone,  looks 
clean  and  limpid;  but,  if  you  put  in  a  flick,  and 
ftir  the  bottom,  the  rifing  fediment  fopn  difcovers 
the  impurity  that  lurks  beneath, 

As  the  moft  florid  people  do  not  always  enjoy  the 
firmeft:  fl:ate  of  health,  fo  the  moft  (hewy  profeflTors 
are  not  always  the  holieft  and  moft  fubftantial  be- 
lievers. 

There  is  a  fet  of  fellows,  in  the  prcfent  age,  jo- 
cofely  calkd,  Jeffamies  and  Maccaronies  ;  whoaffeft 
to  drefs  as  fine  as  butterflies,  and  to  be  fqueamiflily 
delicate  and  elegant :  fo  that  you  would  almoft  take 
amaccaronito  be  a  Semiramis,  or  a  Cleopatra,  irx 
men's  cloaths. — But  there  are  fpiritual  maccaronies, 
^^  ^ell  as  worldly  ones.     And  who  are  thgfe  ?  Your 
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fclf-righteous  people,  and  perfeftionifts,  above  all ;  . 
who  furveying  themfelves,  not  in  the  unflattering 
glafs  of  God's  law,  but  in  the  delufivc  mirror,  and 
through  the  falfe  medium,  of  felf-conceit,  fall  in' 
love  with  their  own  image  (like  Narciffus),  and 
think  themfelves  to  be  fpintually  rich  and  beautiful ; 
though,  all  the  while,  they  are  wretched,  andjnifer^ 
able,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked.  Chrift'$ 
imputed  righteoufnefs  conftitutes  the  beft  drefs, 
and  fandtification  By  his  fpirit  conftitutes  the  real 
beauty  of  the  foul.  And,  if  we  have  not  his  righte* 
oufnefs  to  wear,  and  his  grace  to  make  us  holy,  wc 
are  but  paltry  maccaronies,  be  our  profeffion  ever  fo 
Iplendid. 

PROMISES. 

All  the  promifes  of  man  to  man,  ought  to  be  con* 
ditional.  It  is  only  for  God  to  make  abfolute  pro- 
mifes; for  he  alone  is  unchangeable  and  omnipotent. 

.    POOR     PERSONS: 

If  our  Lord  was  upon  earth,  and  there  were,  ia 
the  fame  ftreet,  two  perfons,  the  one  rich,  and  the 
other  poor,  but  both  equally  defirous  of  his  coni- 
pany ;  I  verily  believe  that  he  would  vifit  the  poor 
man  firft. 

PROSPERITY, 

Too  much  wealth,  like  a  fuit  of  deaths  too  hea- 
vily embroidered,  does  but  incumber  and  weigh  us 
down,  inftead  of  anfwering  the'folid  purpofes  of  ufe- 
fulnefs  and  convenience. 

Generally  fpeaking,  the  fun-fliine  of  too  much 
worldly  favour  weakens  and  relaxes  our  fpiritUJ^i 
nerves  3  as  weatheri  too  intenfely  hot,  relaxes  thofc 
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of  the  body.  A  degree  of  feafonabJe  oppofitidft, 
like  a  fine  dry  froft,  ftrcngthens,  and  invigorates, 
and  braces  up. 

PUSILLANIMITY. 

I  have  no  notion  of  a  timid,  fneaking  prbfeiBoa 
of  Chrift.  Such  preachers  and  profcffors  are  like  a 
rat  playing  at  hide  and  feek  behind  a  wainfcot,  who 
pops  his  head  through  an  hole,  to  fee  if  the  coaft  is 
clear ;  and  ventures  out,  if  no  body  is  in  the  way  ; 
tut  flinks  back  again,  when  danger  appears.  We 
cannot  be  hbneft  to  Chrift,  except  we  are  bold  far 
him.  He  is  either  worth  all  we  can  lofe  for  him, 
or  he  is  worth  nothing- 

REASON. 

.  Reafon  is  God's  candle  in  man.  But,  as  a  candle 
muft  firft  be  lighted,  ere  it  will  enlighten  ;  fo  reafon 
muft  be  illuminated  by  divine  grace,  ere  it  can  fav- 
ingly  difcern  fpiritual  things. 

REDEMPTION, 

The  covenant  ofredemption,  which  is  a  covenant 
of  abfolute  grace  to  us,  was,  to  Chrift,  a  covenant  of 
works,  and  a  covenant  of  fufferings. 

REFORMATION. 

Mere  reformation  differs  juft  as  much  from  rege- 
neration, as  white-walhing  an  old,  rotten  houfe, 
differs  from  taking  it  down  and  building  it  anew. 

REGENERATION. 

Some  people  laugh  at  regeneration  by  the  fpirit  of 
God,  and  think  thejre  is  nothir^g  in  it.     A  plain 
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jfign,  that  they  themfelves  are  quite  without  it.  If 
a  man  was  to  come  and ,  tell  me,  that  there  is  no 
fuch  thing  in  the  world,  as  money ;  I  fliould  takd 
it  for  granted,  that  he  therefore  thinks  fo,  becaufe 
he  himfelf  never  had  any. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS  OF  CHRIST. 

A  celebrated  heathen  faid,  Med  viriute  me  involvo  j 
**  I  wrap  myfelf  up  in  my  own  virtue."  A  true  be- 
liever has  fomething  infinitely  better  to  wrap  himfelf 
up  in.  When  Satan  fays — thou  haft  yielded  to 
my  fuggeftions — when  confcience  fays,  thou  haft 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  my  admonitions — when  the  law 
of  God  fays,  thou  haft  broke  me — when  the  gofpel 
fays,  thou  haft  neglefted  me — when  juftice  fays, 
— thou  haft  infulted  me — when  mercy  fays,  thou 
haft  flighted  me — faith  can  fay,  all  this  is  too  true  \ 
but  Chrijii  juflitia  me  involvo^  I  wrap  myfelf  up  in 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

The  gates  of  heaven  fly  open,  before  the  righte- 
oufnefs of  Chrift;  as  certainly,  as 'the  door  of 
Lydia's  heart  flew  open,  under  the  hand  of  God's 
regenerating  fpirit. 

By  nature,  we  are  all  weavers  and  fpinners.  We 
(hut  our  eyes  againft  the  garment  ready  wrought  ; 
and,  like  filk-worms,  we  fliall  die  and  periQi  in  our 
own  web,  if  the  fpirit  of  God  does  not  unravel  it  for 
us,  and  lead  us  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift. 

SAFETY.  . 

We  may  fafely  go  as  far,  as  the  candle  of  God's 
word  goes  before. 

SALVATION. 

,  We  fliould  be  in  a  bad  condition  indeed,  if  our 
falvation  was  fufpended  on  conditions  of  our  own 
performing. 

God's 
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God*s  everlafting  love,  his  decree  of  eledlion,  z.i\6. 
the  eternal  covenant  of  redemption,  are  the  three 
hinges,  on  which  the  door  of  man's  falvation  turns. 
When  man  fell  from  God,  infinite  juftice  put  a  lock 
upon  the  door  r  a  lock,  which  nothing  but  the  gol- 
den key  of  Chrift's  blood  and  righteoufnefs  can 
open.  The  Holy  Ghoft  (if  I  may  venture  to  nfe 
fo  familiar  a  comparifon)  is,  as  it  were,  the  omnif- 
cient  keeper  of  the  door :  and  he  lets  no  fouls  in, 
but  fuch  as  he  himfelf  has  waflied  and  juftified  and 
fanftified  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  and  by 
his  own  efficacious  grace. 

I  fliould  as  foon  expecft  to  be  faved  by  my  fins,  as 
to  be  faved  by  my  good  works. 

SAYING. 

An  old  proverb  fays,  "  They  whx)  are  not  hand* 
fome  at  twenty,  will  never  be  handfome  :  they  who 
are  not'ttrong  at  tlijrty,  will  never  be  fo  :  they  who 
are  not  wife  at  forty,  wiirnever  be  wife :  and  they  who 
^re  not  rich  at  fifty^  wjll  never  be  rich.**  However 
this  may  generally  be,  yet  the  grace  of  God  is  free, 
and  not  bound  to  time  or  place.  Some  come  to 
Chfift,  in  childhood  ;  fome  in  youth  ;^fome,  in  ma- 
turer  age ;  and  fome,  who  go  unconverted  to  a  dy- 
ing bed,  rife  converted,  from  a  dying  bed,  to 
heaven.  Happy  they,  who  are  efFeftually  caught  by 
grace ;  whether  at  the  firft,  'the  third,  the  Sxth,  the 
ninth,  or  the  eleventh  hour  1  Our  law  fays,  nullum 
tetnpus  occurrit  regi :  and  I  am  fure  it  is  the  cafe  with 
God. 

S  C  R  I  B  B  L  E  R  S. 

When  I  have  been  in  a  poft-chaife,*  I  have  often 
feen  a  dog  purfue  it  with  much  noife  ^nd  felf-im- 
portance.  The  poor  animal  thought  the  carriage 
nvas  running  away  from  him  ;  whereas,  in  truth,  it 
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was  going  at  an  equal  rate,  long  enough  before  he 
appeared,  and  continued  to  do  fo,  long  after  he  was 
put  of  hearing.  When  public  perfons  are  attacked 
by  wretched  fcribblers,  too  mean  to  anfwer;  the 
icribblers  afFeft  to  think,  that  the  omiflion  is  owing 
to  their  own  fuperiority  in  argument.  While,  in 
faft,  they  are  too  fcurriious  and  unimportant^  to 
be  noticed. 

SELF-RIGHTEOUS. 

Self-righteous  people  are  like  a  man  who  has  run 
up  a  very  flight  houfe  for  his  own  refidence :  in 
which,  while  he  fits  or  fleeps  fecurely,  a  fudden 
ftorm  arifes,  and  blows  down  the  whole  fabric,  and 
buries  the  builder  in  the  ruins.  God  will  either 
bring  us  out  of  our  felf-righteous  caftle,  or  crulh  us 
with  it's  fall, 

SENSIBLE    COMFORT- 

A  believer,  with  regard  to  fpiritual  enjoynients^ 
refembles  a  barometer.  As  the  filver  in  this  inftru- 
ment  rifes,  when  the  fun  fliines,  and  the  weather  is 
fine  ;  but  finks,  when  the  air  is  heavy,  and  loaded 
with  damps ;  fo  the  Chriftian's  fenfible  comfort  rifes, 
when  the  Holy  Spirit's  countenajice  ifhines  upon  \m 
ibul,  but  fubfides  when  left  to  the  evil  workings  oi 
his  own  heart, 

SIGHT. 

It  is  in  grace,  as  it  is  in  nature.  Some  have  a  Iharp 
fight,  fome  are  near-fighted.  Some  can  clearly  fee 
their  intereft  in  Chrift  ;  fome  can  hardly  difcera  it 
at  all.  Some  have,  likewife,  a  clear  view  of  gofpel 
doftrin^s ;  fome,  a  confufed  one. 

SIMILARITY. 

It  is  a  peculiar  happinefs  to  obferve,  that  iij  mat- 
ters of  fpiritual  cgncern,  the  philofppher  and  tlie 

ploughman 
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ploughman  (if  truly  regenerate)  have  the  fame  feel* 
ings,  and  fpeak  the  fame  language ;  they  all  eat  of 
the  fame  fpiritual  meat,  and  drink  of  the  fame  fpi- 
ritual  rock  which  follows  them,  and  that  rock  is 
Chrift.  Hence  that  fimilitude  of  experience,  or  to 
fpeak  figuratively,  that  ftrong  and  ftriking  family 
likenefs,  which  obtains  among  the  converted  people 
of  God,  in  every  period  of  time,  and  in  every  nation 
under  heaven.  They  all,  without*  exception,  feel 
themfelves  totally  ruined  by  original  fin ;  they  all, 
without  exception,  take  refuge  in  the  righteoufnefs 
and  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  unite  in  afcribing  the  whole 
praife  of  their  falyation,  to  the  alone  free  grace  and 
fovereign  mercy  of  Father,  Son  and  Spirit. 

SIN. 

Suppofe  a 'loving  and  beloved  hufband  dies  a  vio- 
lent death.  Can  his  widow  love  and  admire  and 
value  the  fword,  or  the  piftol,  by  which  her  Jiufband 
loft  his  life  ?  As  little  can  true  believers  love  fin  : 
for,  by  it,  Chrift,  the  bridegroom  of  their  fouls,  was 
put  to  death. 

If  a  perfon  fall  and  break  his  leg,  or  be  burnt  out 
of  his  houfe,  moft  people  pity  and  fympathize  with 
him.  But  if  a  man  live  in  fin,  where  are  the  neigh- 
bours, that  feel  for  his  danger,  and  labour  to  reclaim 
him  ?  Or,  if  a  believer  be  overtaken  by  a  fault,  how 
few  profeflbrs  will  commiferate  his  cafe,  and  endea- 
vour to  reftore  him  in  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs  ? 

^  Our  corrupt  hearts  are  like  gunpowder,  apt  to 
kindle  at  every  fpark  of  temptation.  The  fpirit  of 
God  muft  be  continually  throwing  water  upon  the 
foul,,  in  order  to  preferve  it  from  taking  fire. 

SINNER.    - 

Nothing  but  Chrift  will  do  for  a  dying  finner : 
and  why  fhould  we  dream,  that  any  thing  elfe  will 
do  for  a  living  finner  ? 
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Sin  cannot  enter  into  heaven  5  but  a  finner  naay, 

SUCCESSION, 

I  know  but  of  two  uninterrupted  fucceffions.  i. 
Of  finners,  ever  fince  the  fall  of  Adam.  2.  Of 
Jaints ;  for  God  always  had,  and  will  always  have,  a 
feed  to  Icrve  him. 

SPIRITUAL     ADVANTAGE. 

Want  of  fpiritual  comfort  is  often  attended  with 
fpiritual  advantage.  A  perfon  who  wajks  in  the 
dark,  is  ufually  the  more  cautious  and  careful  where 
and  how  he  treads. 

SPIRITUAL   N.UMBNESS. 

It  is  with  our  fouls,  as  it  is  with  our  bodies ;  wc 
fcmetin^es  catch  cold,  we  know  not  how. 

STRICTNESS. 

■  How  many  people  deceive  themfelves,  under 
a  profeflion  of  extraordinary  ftriftnefs  !  The  capu- . 
chin  friars  make  a  vow  never  to  touch  any  piece  of 
money  whatever,  while  they  live.  Offer  them  a 
fhilling,  or  a  guinea,  they  will  refufe  to  take  it ;  but, 
wrap  it  up  in  a  bit  of  paper,  and  they  will  receive 
and  pocket  it  without  fcruple. 

SUBMISSION. 

God  knows  beft  what  to  do  with  us.  We  are 
not  qualified  to  chufe  for  ourfelves.  The  patient 
ought  not  to  prefcribe  for  the  phyfiaian,  but  the 
phyfician  for  the  patient. 

SUPPLIES, 
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SUPPLIES 

When  Hagar  was  quite  difconfolate  with  fatigtic 
of  body  and  diftrefs  of  mind,  there  was  a  fountain 
by  her,  though  (lie  knew  it  not.  So  the  weeping 
believer  has  relief  at  hand,  which  he  cstnnot  fee. 
God's  word,  God's  fpirit,  and  God's  minifters,  are 
the  angels  that  direA  and  lead  his  afflifted  people,  to 
the  fountain  opened. 

The  afts  of  breathing  which  I  performed  yefter- 
day,  will  not  keep  me  alive  to-day.  I  muft  con- 
tinue to  breathe  afrefh,  every  moment,  in  order  to 
my  enjoying  the  confolations,  and  to  my  working 
xhe  works,  of  God. 

TIME. 

Was  a  man,  every  day,  to  throw  a  purfe  of  mo- 
ney, or  even  a  (ingle  guinea,  into  the  fea,  he  would 
be  looked  upon  as  a  madman,  and  his  friends  would 
foon  confine  him  for  fuch.  But  a  man,  who  throws 
away  that  which  is  of  more  value  than  gold,  than 
mines,  than  the  whole  world  ;  even  his  health,  his 
peace,  his  time,  and  his  foul ;  fuch  an  one  is  ad- 
mired, efteemed,  and  applauded  by  the  greater  part 
of  mankind. 

TEMPTATION. 

Worms,  and  other  infefts,  take  up  their  habitation 
tinder  the  furface  of  the  earth.  A  plat  of  ground 
may  be,  outwardly,  verdint  with  grafs,  and  decorat- 
ed with  flowers.  But  take  a  fpade  in  your  hand, 
and  turn  up  the  mould,  and  you  foon  have  a  fample 
of  the  vermin  that  lurk  beneath.  Temptation  is 
the  fpade,  which  breaks  up  the  ground  of  a  be- 
liever's heart,  and  helps  to  difcover  the  corruptions 
of  his  fallen  nature. 

TRUST. 
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TRUST. 

Truft  the  promife,  and  God  will  make  good  the 
performance. 

We  can  never  be  truly  tsXy  and  happy,  until  we 
are  enabled  to  truft  God  for  all  things :  and  the 
more  we  are  enabled  to  trull  him,  the  more  gracious 
and  £uthful  we  fhall  find  him. 

A  §ood  king  carefully  obferves  the  law,  Chrift, 
the  king  in  Sion,  kept  the  divine  law  in  ail  re- 
fpefts  J  and  his  converted  fubjefts  firft  traft  in  him, 
as  a  law-f^lfiller,  fere  they  can  obey  him  acceptably, 
as  a  law-giver. 

Many  turnpike  gates  bear  this  infcription,  in  large 
capital  letters,  "  No  truft  here.**  This  is  the  very 
language  of  our  own  unbelievmg  hearts.  We  do 
not  truft  God.  We  do  not  give  him  credit.  Hence 
all  murmunngs,  anxiety,  &c. 

U  N  D  E  T  E  R  M  I  N  A  T  E. 

People  of  fluftuating  principles^  refemble  what  is 
fiibled  of  Mahomet's  iron  coffin  fufpended,  in  the 
air»  between  two  large  loadftones,  but  without 
touching  either  of  them. 

UNIVERSAL    LANGUAGE. 

Some  have  entertained  a  chimerical  idea,  of  an 
univerfal  language.  There  is,  indeed,  fpiritually 
fpeaking,  a  language  common  to  all  the  converted, 
of  every  age  and  country.  The  language  of  Canaan 
is  underftood  all  the  world  over,  by  every  one  who 
buught  of  God. 

Vol.  IV,  (20.)  Y  UNFRUIT- 
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UNFRUITIFUL. 

It  Is  a  common  thing,  in  London,  when*  an 
houfe  is  uninhabited  and  (hut  up,  for  boys  i& 
write,  in  chalk,  on  the  window-ihutters  and  door^ 
**  Empty/*  When  a  perfon  profeffes  godlinefs,  and 
does  not  bring  forth  good  works  in  his  pradice,  we 
too  may  write  the  word,  ^^  Empty,"^  on  aU  the  pro- 
fcfiioa  he  makes. 

UNIVERSALITY, 

"  Univerfality,"  fay  the  Papifts,  "  is  a  mark  of 
the  true  Church.  There  are  fome  Catholics  in 
every  country  under  heaven.'^  But,  if  this  be  a 
juft  mark,  the  Jews  will  bid  the  faireft  of  any,  for 
being  the  true  Church^  For  they  are  fifted  among 
all  nattions. 

UNREGENERACY. 

It  is  faid,  of  the  original  Indians  of  Florida,  that, 
when  they  could  not  pay  their  debts,  they  took  a 
fhort  method  of  fettling  the  account,  by  knocking 
their  creditors  on  the  head.  Sinners,  in  a  ftate  of 
unregcneracy,  though  partly  fenfible  that  they  do 
not  keep  the  law  of  God,  yet  think  to  knock  God's 
juftice  on  the  head,  by  pleading  abfolute  merCju_ 

Art  unregener^te  man  is  abfolutely  ddad,  in  a 
fpiritual  fenfe.  He  has  no  hearing  of  the  promifes  ; 
no  fight  of  his  own  mifery,  of  the  holinefs  of  God, 
of  the  purity  of  the  law,  nor  of  Chrift  as  covenant* 
ing,  obeying,  dying,  and  interceeding;  no  taftc  of 
God's  love  in  Chrift  5  and  the  fweetnefs  of  com- 
munion with  him  by  the  fpirit ;  no  feeling  of  coq- 
vidion  in  a  way  of  grace,  humiliation,  and  felf- 
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Ttnunciation ;  ii0  fceiit  fkfter  Qp4  Md  glory  $  no 
hungering  liK>r  :thiii|iQ^s  ^ftef  fpiritual  poAr^lations 
and  aflurance ;  no  motion  toward  divine  enjoyments 
and  evangelic^  JiK)lui$fe. 

V  rc  I  s  $  1 T  tr »  e. 

Goi's  people  are  travellers.  Sometimes  they  are 
in  dark  lanes  and  deep  vallies ;  fottietimes  oh  the 
hills  of  joy,  where  all  is  light  and  thearftil. 

WORKS.  : 

Mount  Sinai,  or  the  hope  of  being  faved  (in  part 
at  leaft)  by  our  own  works,  may  be  compared  to 
a  dreary  rock.  The  foul  of  man  is  the  Andromed^i, 
chained  to  this  rock.  Satan  is  the  monfter,  that 
gapes  to  devour.  Chrift  is  the  Perfeus,  who,  by 
the  fword  of  his  fpirit,  flays  the  monfter*s  power, 
breaks  the  legal  chain,  and  fets  the  awakened  foul 
at  liberty. 

Mount  Sinai  (i.  e.  falvation  by  works)  is  labour- 
in- vain  hill.  Do  all  you  can,  you  will  never  get  to 
the  top  of  it,  nor  fo  much  as  half  way  up. 

The  bufinefs  of  Chrift's  blood  is,  to  wafti  our  bad 
works  out,  and  to  wa&h  our  good  works  clean* 

WRITINGS. 

Some  mens*  writings  refemble  a  dark  night,  cnli* 
Vened  by  a  few  eecafional  flaOies  of  lightening. 

I  was  lately  aflced,  what  ipy  opinion  is  of  Mr.  John 
Fletchcr*s  writings:  my  anfwer  was,  that,  in  the 
very  few  pages  which  I  had  perufed,  the  ferious  paf- 
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fages  #ere  duUtiefs  double    cofidenfed;    and  the 
^  lighter  paflages,  impudence  double  diftilled* 

YOUNG   CONVERTS. 

Young  converts  are  generally  -great  bigots. — 
When  we  arc  firft  converted  to  God,  our  bro- 
therly aSe£tion  too  often  refembles  the  narrownefs 
of  a  river  at  it*s  firft  fetting  out.  But,  as  we  ad- 
vance  nearer,  to  the  great  ocean  of  all  good,  the 
channel  widens,  and  our  hearts  expand,  more  and 
more  ;  until  death  pcrfcdly  unites  us  to  the  fource 
of  uncreated  lovel 
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A  C  C  E  P  T  A  NC  E/ 

IT  16  a  fallacy  of  Satan's,  to  argue^,  ffQvh  thp  fixir 
ftilmefs  of  OUT  duties,  to  tber  aoo'-accfi^ance  of 
them.  "  Will  God;*  fays-  be,  "  ta^ke.iiiQli'brQken 
groats  at  thy  band?  Is  he  not  an  holy  God?" — 
Learn,  here,  to  diftinguifhv  Thefie  b  H  twofold  ac- 
ceptance. ^ .  A  thi^g  may  b^  acc€;pted,  a^  ^  jpay- 
nient  of  a  debt ;  or,  a.  As  a  proof  of  loye.— God, 
who  will  aot  accept  of  broken  money^  ia  a  way  of 
payment;  will,  neverthelefs,  kindly  apcept  of  it, 
from  his  friends.,  as  a  teftimony  of  gratitude. 

It  is  true,  O  Chriftian,  the  debt  tnouoweft  to  GQd 
muft  be  paid  in  good  and  lawful  money :  but  here, 
for  thy  comfort,  Chrift,  and  Cbrifl:  only,  is  thy  pay- 
jnafter.  Send  Satan  to  him;  bid  him  bring  his 
charge  againft  Chrift,  who  is  ready  at  God's  right 

*  In  the  courfe  of  varioDS  readmg&j  tfaefe  jadicious  cxtiaAs  are 
profenedly  tranfcribed  hj  our  author,  from  the  writings  of  feverai 
Frotedant  divines  of  tbe  laft  (and  a  few  of  the  prefent)  age;  they 
will  be  perufed  with  pleafure  and  peculiar  advantage  by  thofe  who 
have  a  prevailing  regard  for  dignity  of  fenfe  and  plain  truth,  de- 
livered in  honelt  and  open  language,  unlike  the  delicate  race  of  our 
refined  preachers,  who  "  fcorn  to  mention  hell  to  cars  polite/' 
Thefe  fele^ion  are  a  fpecimen  of  the  fubjeAs  that  employed  the 
tongues  and  pens  -f  hofe  intrepid  champions  in  the  caufe  of  God, 
who,  h;«ving  fought  the  good  fight,  and  exemplariJy  executed  the 
commiflion  received  from  their  Lord  and  Mailer^  are  now  fet  dowh 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  crowned  with  glory  and  immortality. 

JEPITOIL, 
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hand  to  produce  a  clear  account,  and  fliew  bis  re- 
ceipt in  full  for  the  whole  debt. — As  to  thy  perform- 
ances and  obedience,  they  fall  under  a  quite  con- 
trary clafs;  as  mere  tokens  of  thy  love  and  thank- 
ful nefs  to  God.  And,  fo  gracious  is  thy  heavenly- 
Father,  that  he  accepts  thy  bent  fixpence,  and  will 
not  throw  away  thy  crooked,  broken  mite.  Love 
refufes  nothing  that  love  fends.  GurnalL 

ACTIVITY. 

Induftry  on  our  parts  is  not  fuperftded  by  the 
greatnefs  and  freenefs  of  God's  grace.  As,  when  a 
fchoolmafter  teaches  a  boy  gratis,  the  youth  cannot 
attain  to  learning,  without  fome  application  of  his 
own ;  and  yet  it  doth  not  therefore  ceafe  to  be  &ec, 
on  the  teacher's  part,  becaufe  attention  is  required 
fron:i  the  learner ;  fo  it  is  here.  Arrowjinitb^ 

AFFLICTIONS. 

Sandified  afHiftions  are  (piritual  promotions. 

Dr.  Dodd  of  the  lafi  cent. 

There  is  no  affliftion  fo  fmall,  but  we  (hould  fink 
under  it,  if  God  upheld  us  not :  and  there  is  no 
fin  fo  great,  but  we  fliould  commit  it,  if  God  re- 
ftraincd  us  not.  ibid. 

A  good  old  Scotch  minifter  ufed  to  fay,  to  any 
of  his  flock,  when  they  were  labouring  under  afl[lic- 
tion,  "  Time  is  (hort :  and,  if  your  crofs  is  heavy, 
you  have  not  far  to  carry  it." 

When  the  grace  of  an  affliftcd  faint  is  in  exercife, 
his  heart  is  like  a  garden  of  rofes,  or  a  well  of  rofe- 
water,  which,  the  more  moved  and  agitated  they  are, 
the  fweetcr  is  the  fragrance  they  exhale.  Anon. 

As  no  temporal  blefling  is  good  enough  to  be  a 
fign  of  eternal  eleftion ;  fo  no  temporal  aflli<5kion  is 
bad  enough  to  be  an  evidence  of  reprobation  :  for 
the  deareit  Son  of  God's  love  was  a  man  of  forrows 
and  acquainted  with  grief.  Dr.  Atroivfmitb. 

Affiidions 
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Affliaions  fcour  us  of  our  ruft,  Advcrfity,  like 
winter  weather,  is  of  ufc  to  kill  thofc  verminc,  which 
Jhe  fummer  of  profperity  is  apt  to  produce  an4 
nourifii.  Dr.  Arrmfmith. 

Every  veffel  of  mercy  mull  be  fcoured,  in  order 
to  brightnefs.  And  however  trees  in  the  wildernefs 
may  grow  without  culture ;  trees  in  the  garden  muft 
be  pruned,  to  be  made  fruitful :  and  com-fields 
muft  be  broken  up,  when  barren  heaths  are  left  un- 
touched, ibid. 

The  Church  below  is  often  in  a  fuffering  ftate, 
Chrift  himfelf  was  a  man  of  forrows ;  nor  Ihould  his 
bride  be  a  wife  of  pleafures.  ibid. 

God  may  caft  thee  down,  but  he  will  not  caft 
thee  off.        '  Mr.  Cafe. 

Affliftions  are  blefiings  to  us,  when  we  can  blefs 
God  for  afflidlions.  Dy&r. 

God  had  one  Son  without  (in,  but  none  without 
forrow:  he  had  one  Son  without  corruption,  but  no 
Son  without  correction.  ibid. 

Chriftian,  hath  not  God  taught  thee,  by  his  word 
and  fpirit,  how  to  read  the  (hort-hand  of  his  provi- 
dence ?  Doft  thou  not  know  that  the  faint's  afflic- 
tions ftand  for  bleffings  ?  GurnaU. 

Thofe  whom  God  loves,  he  takes  to  pieces ;  and 
then  puts  them  together  again.  Anon. 

Through  Chrift's  fatisfadion  for  fin,  the  very  na- 
ture of  affliftion  is  changed,  with  regard  to  believers. 
As  death,  which  was,  at  firft,  the  wages  of  fin,  is 
now  become  a  bed  of  reft  (they  (ball  reft  upon  their 
beds,  faith  the  prophet);  fo  afflldions  are  not  the 
rod  of  God*s  anger,  but  the  gentle  phyfic  of  a  tender 
Father.  Dr.  Crifp. 

All  the  affli<5):ions,  that  a  faint  is  exercifed  with, 
are  neither  too  numerous,  nor  too  fliarp.  A  great 
deal  of  ruft  requires  a  rough  file. 

Mr.  Mofes  Browne ^  in  converfaiiohy  0Sf.24.y  1769. 

If  we  have  the  kingdom  at  laft,  it  is  no  great  mat- 
ter what  we  fuffer  by  the  way.  Dr.  Manton, 

Nothing 
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Nothing  can  reconcile  the  foul  to  afHiftive  allot- 
jnents,  but  looking  on  them  as  coTenant-difpenfa- 
tions .  Mr.  iViUiam  Mafon. 

David's  pen  never  wrote  more  fweetly>  than  when 
dip^  in  the  ink  of  affliftion.  ibid. 

When  you  fee  the  refiner  caft  his  gold  into  the 
-furnace,  do  you  think  he.is  angry  wjth  thp  gold,  and 
means  to  call  it  away  ?  No.  He  fits  ^^  p.  refiner. 
H^  ftands  warily  over  the  fire,  and  over  the  gold, 
and  looks  to  it,  that  npt  one  grain  be  loft.  And, 
nvben  the  drofs  is  fevered;,  he  will  out  with  itprefent- 
ly ;  it  (hall  be  no  longer  there.  Crifp. 

Croffes  and  affliftions  are  God's  call  to  examine 
our  hearts  and  our  lives.  Rid)ardfm. 

No  affliftion  would  trouble  a  cliild  of  God,  if  he 
but  knew  God's  reafon  for  fending  it.  ibid. 

Affliftions  are  as  needful  for  our  fouls,  as  food  is 
for  our  bodies.  ibid. 

The  Lord's  wife  love  feeds  us  with  hurigcr,  and 
jnakes  us  fat  with  wants  and  defertions.    Rutberfoord. 

It  is  a  good  fign,  when  the  Lord  blows  off  the 
bloffoms  of  our  forward  hopes  in  this  life,  and  lops 
the  branches  of  our  worldly  joys  to  the  very  root,  ca 
purpofe  that  they  ftiould  not  thrive.  Lord,  fpoil 
my  fool's  heaven  in  this  life,  that  I  may  be  Cived  for 
ever !  .  ibid. 

A  L  L-M  I  G  HT  y. 

**  Efio  diaboltts  magnipotens  ;  nmquam  erit  omnipoiens^^* 
faith  Luther:  I  confefs  the  Devil  is  all-mighty,  but 
lie  will  never  be  all-mighty,  as  my  God  and  Sa- 
viour is.  Arr.^vojmilh. 

A  R  M  I  N  I  A  N  S. 

Arminians  reprefent  the  univerfe  as  the  governefs 
of  God,  inftead  of  reprefenting  God  as  the  governor 
of  the  univerfe.  Mr.  R.  Hill,  in  con,  March  6,  1 770. 
The  Pelagians  and  Arminians  are  for  making  na- 
ture find  i4:s  legs.  They  perfuade  man,  that  he<:an 
go  alone  to  Cbrift  i  or,  at  leaft,   with  a  little  ex- 

to 
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ternal  help,  of  an  hand  to  lead,  or  an  argument 
to  excite,  without  any  creating  work  in  the  fouL 
Alas,  for  the  hlinciaefs  of  nature !  How  falfc  is  all 
this  fliuff,  and  yet  bow  glibly  it  goes  down !    GurnaU. 

A  S  S  U  RAN  C  E. 

Affm-aiiic^  of  pardoa  is  a.  free  gift  of  God,  as  much 
^  faith,  or  pardon  itfelf.  Arrowfmith: 

Nothing  more  enflames  a  Chfiftlan's  love  to  God, 
lian  a  firm  belief  of  his  perfonal  eleftion  from  eter- 
tiity ;  "after  he  hath  been  enabled  to  evidence  the 
writing  of  his  naltie  in  heaven,  by  the  experience  of 
an  bcavenly  calling  and  of  an  heavenly  converfation. 
When  the  fpirit  of  God  {whofe  proper  work  it  is/to 
afTure,  as  it  was  the  Father's  to  eleft,  and  the  Son's 
to  redeem)  hath  written  the  law  of  life  in  a  Chrif- 
tian's  heart,  and  caufed  him  to  know  afluredly  that 
his  name  is  in  the  ^>ook  of  life  j.  he  cannot  but  melt 
in  fweet  flames  of  holy  aflFcdion.  ibid. 

ATTRACTION. 

The  loadftone . dra^s  all  the  iron  and  fteel.that 
comes  near  it,  and  aifo  communicates  of  its  Own 
virtue  to  the  iron  it  draws.  Such  a  loadfto^ie  is 
Chrift.  He  draws  many  after  him,  and,  when  he 
has  drawn  them,  communic?ites  his  own  virtue  to 
them ;  fo  that  they  become  ufeful  to  others :  as  a 
magnetic  needle  attrads  other  needles,  by  virtue  of 
the  power  itfelf  has  received.  , 

AVENGE. 

When  true  grace  is  under  the  foot  of  a  tempta- 
tion, it  will,  even  then,  ftir  up  a  vehement  defire  o£ 
revenge,  like  a  prifoner  in  the  enemy's  hand,  who  is 
thinking  and  plotting  how  to  get  out ;  waiting  and 
longing,  every  moment,  for  an  opportunity  of  de- 
liverance, that  he  may  again  take  up  arms.  "  O 
God,  remember  me,"  faith  Sampfon,  "  this  once, 
I  pray  thee;  and  ftrengthen  me,  that  I  may  be 
avenged  on  the  Philiftines,  for  my  two  eyes,"  Judges 

xvir 
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xvi.  27.  Thus  prays  the  gracious  foul,  that  God- 
would  fpare  him  and  flrengthen  him,  that  he  may 
be  avenged  for  his  pride,  unbelief,  and  all  thofe  fins, 
by  which  he  has  dilhonoured  God.  GumelL 

BANISHMENT. 
There  goes  a  rumour,  that  I  am  to  be  baniihed. 
And  let  it  come,  if  God  fo  will.     The  other  fide  of 
the  fea  is  my  Father's  ground,  as  well  as  this  fide. 

Rmherfoord^ 

BELIEVER. 

The  weakeft  believer  fliall  partake  of  fuch  hidden 
things,  fuch  excellencies  of  Chrift,  as  all  the  world 
(hall  never  be  able  to  dive  into,  reach,  nor  compre- 
hend, (^^ifp* 

A  believer,  in  a  poor  condition,  refembles  a  fine 
and  valuable  pifture  in  a  broken  frame.  Jenkin. 

Men  are  believers,  becaufe  they  are  elefted ;  not 
elefted  becaufe  they  arc  believers.  Sladen. 

[Believers  do,  in  general,  wifti  to  experience  litjle 
elfe  but  the  fv^-'eetnefs  and  comforts  of  religion: 
whence  Mr.  Rutherfoord  fays  of  himfelfj 

1  am  like  a  child  that  hath  a  golden  book,  and 
playeth  chiefly  with  the  ribbons,  and  the  gilding, 
and  the  pidkure  in  the  firft  page  5  inftead  of  reading 
the  more  profitable  contents. 

BELIEVING. 

To  believe  the  golpel*  is  but  to  g|ve  God  credit 
for  being  wifer  than  ourlelves.  Madan. 

Believing  is  the  mod  wonderful  thing  in  the 
world.  Put  any  thing  of  thy  own  to  it,  and  thou 
fpoileft  it,  JVilcox. 

BESTOW  MEN  T. 

God  is  not  only  the  rewarder,  but  is  himfelf  the 
reward,  of  his  faints.     A  king  may  enrich  his  fub- 

jefts. 
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jcfts  with  gratuities;  but  he  bellows  hlmfelf  upon 
his  queen.  CrippUgaU  LeHurtf. 

BIBLE. 

When  a  believer  is  in  a  ftate  of  comfort  and  prof- 
perity,  he  can  read  other  books  befide  the  Bible :  but, 
when  he  is  in  temptation,  or  burdened  with  di{^refs» 
he  betakes  himfelf  to  the  Bible  alone.  He  wants 
pure  wine,  without  any  mixture  of  water.— This 
ib^ft'the  worth  of  the  Bible  above  all  other  books. 
Mr.  Sfrle  in  Con.  at  B.  Hemb.  Idem.  Aug.  28. 

When  you  experience,  on  your  foul,  the  happy 
fnergy  of  the  Scriptures ;  every  attempt  to  dagger 
your  belief,  or  withdraw  your  veneration  from  the 
Bible,  will  be  like  an  attempt  to  fliatter  the  rock  in 
pieces  with  a  bubble,  or  to  pierce  the  adamant  with 
a  feather.  Mr.  Hervey. 

The  pages  of  Scripture,  like  the  produftions  of 
nature,  will  not  only  endure  the  teft,  but  improve 
upon  the  trial.  The  application  bf  the  microfcope 
to  the  one,  and  a  repeated  meditation  on  the  othef, 
are  fure  to  difplay  new  beauties,  and  prefent  us  with 
iiigher  attraAives.  ibid^ 

Without  the  powerful  agency  of  the  blefled  fpirit, 
to  enlighten  our  underftandings,  and  to  apply  the 
doftrines  of  the  Bible  to  our  hearts ;  we  (hall  be, 
even  with  the  word  of  light  and  life  in  our  hands, 
fomewhat  like  blind  Bartimseus,  fitting  amidft  the 
beam^  of  day  ;  or,  like  the  withered  arm,  with  in- 
valuable treafures  before  it.  ibid. 

By  the  blefled  influences  of  God*s  holy  fpirit, 
our  underftandings  are  opened  to  know,  and  our 
hearts  opened  to  receive,  the  Scriptures  :  to  under-  . 
ftand  them,  in  all  the  fullnefs  of  their  heavenly 
meaning ;  to  receive  them,  in  all  the  force  of  their 
transforming  power.  ibid. 

Of  moft  other  things,  it  may  be  faid,  "  Vanity 
of  vanities;  all  is  vanity:**  but  of  the  Scriptures, 
^*  Verity  of  verities  all  i&  verity."  Arrofwfmith. 

In 
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In  the  Scriptures,  there  ai  e '  Ew.t'uta,  fongs  of  vic- 
tory; but  fuch  asfxalt,  not  the  prowefs  of  ra^n,bMt 
the  glory  of  God.  So  Exod.  xv. 

ivtxfilw,  or  funeral  fbngs :  but  fuch  as  celebrate 
Chrlft's  death,  and  the  good-will  of  God  therein.  So 
Pfalm  xxii.  and  Ifai.  liii. 

F.fiJUxot,  fongs  of  loye :  but  fuch  as  fet  forth  the  love 
of  Chrift  to  his  fpoufe  the  .Church,  and  her  mutual 
affeftion  tohim.  So  Pfalm  xly.  and  the  Book  of 
Canticles.      There  are  alfo 

Bex»xu«,  facred  paftorak ; ,  but  fuch  as  magnify  no' 
other  (hepherd  but  God  alone.     Yea, 

rf«ffilK»  too,  or. fongs  .relative  to  bufbandry:  but 
fuch  as  afcribe  all  to  him.  Let  Virgil  be  afked, 
"  ^jid  faciat  Utas  fegele5^^\  or,  what'  makes  a  good 
harveft  t  And  he  will  wholly  infift  on  this  or  that 
fecondary  caufe  of  fertility. — Alk  David,  he  pre- 
fently  falls,  in  his  georgics,  upon  pra.fing  God  as'the 
author  of  all  fruitfulnefs :  "  Thou  vifiteft  the  earth, 
and  bleffeft  it;  thou  makeftit  very  plenteous.  Thou 
makcft  it  foft  with  the  ftiowers  of  rain,  and  bleffeft 
the  increafe  of  it.  Thou  crowneft  the  year  with  thy 
goodnefs,  and  thy  clouds  drop  fatnefs,"  Pfal.  Ivi.  ib. 

Thh  two  Teftaments,  Old  and  New,  like  thQ  two 
breafts  of  the  fame  perfon,  give  the  fame  milk.      ib. 

[Grace  is  the  fame,  as  to  principle,  in  all  God's 
children;  hoyfi  various  foevetit  may  feem]*  If  you 
draw  water  out  of  one  and  the  fame  well,  with  veflfels 
of  different  metal;  one  of  brafs,  the  other  of  tin,  .a 
third  of  earth;  the  water  may  feem,  at  firft,  to  be 
©f  a  different  colour :  but,  when  the  veffels  ard 
brought  near  to  the  eye,  this  diverfity  of  colour  va- 
ni(hes,  and  the  water  in  each,  when  tailed  of,  has 
the  fame  relifl). — The  fame  remark  may  likewife  be 
accommodated  to  the  feyeral  ftyles,  in  which  the 
penmen  of  Holy  Scripture  have  refpe<SfciV'^ly  written. 

ibid. 

Let  fuch  as  chufe  it,  make  tbek  boaft  of  other. 
things,    for   which    EngM^d   13  Jfel»owj  as   fine 

churches. 
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cturches,  bridges,  wool,  &c.  If  I  wds  ^ed,  "What 
advantage  have  Englilh men,  and  what  profit  is  there 
of  living  in  this  ifland?"'  My  anfwer  (homld  .be^ 
•*  Much  every  way  r  but  chiefly,  becaufc  to  us  arc 
Committed  the  oracles  of  God,  and  liberty  to  read 
otir  Father'?  mind  in  our  mother-tongue/*        il^iA 

We  are  generally  defirous  to  have  fait  and  welt- 
printed  Bibles :  but  the  faireft  and  fineft  imprefEon 
of  the  Bible,  is,  to  have  it  well  printed  on  the  read- 
er's h^art..  -     *         .  Hi  J. 

Quaint  ftotidtis,  phildfo'phical  fpeculations,  and 
ftrairis  of  wit,  if  fet  in  competition  with  the  oracles 
of  God,  ari  btit  as  fo  many  fpiders'  webs,  to  catch 
fliesi  'fihef  for  the  taking  or  fancies,  than  the  faving 
of  fotils.  fiicL 

Other  books  iliay  render  ttien  learned  unto  ofteri- 
t'atib'n;  but  the  Bible  only  can  make  them  really 
wife  unto  falvation.    *  Hi  J, 

The  duft,  or  the  finery,  about  your  Bibles,  is  a 
wilnefs  now',  and  will  atfhe  la^:  day,  be  a  witnefs^ 
of  the  enmity  of  your  hearts  againft  Chrift  as  a^^ro- 
phet.  BcfioH. 

Do  not  you  leach  the  Bible,  but  let  the  Bible 
teach  you,  A  faying;  of  the  late  Mr.  Fancb,  ofRmfey, 
llimis.  '      '     '      ' 

•  BIGOT- 

FV Solves  to  devour  fheep,  is  no  wonder:  but 
tbflheep  to.  devour  one  another,  is  monflrous  and 
itlonifH^^  Jnon. 

SLOOt)    Of    CHRIST. 

Tlie  *  fountain  of  Chrift's  blood  is  always  opci^. 
/iH'^e' fin  daily ;  and'i  every  day,  we  fue  out  our  dif- 
'diafge'  in  Chrift's  pame.  The  beft  of  God's  thil- 
*dreh  make  but  too  much  work  for  pardoning  mer- 
ty.\  We  contraft  new  filth,  by  walking  up  and 
Jd9wn  in  a  dirty,  defiling' world.  '  Dr.  Manton. 

It 
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It  is  faid  of  the  diamond; 

Incidit  gemmasy  fed  turn  inciditnr  ipfe : 
Hircino  (antum  fanguine  mollis  erit. 
i.  e.  "  It  cuts  other  jewels ;  but  is,  itfelf,  cut  of 
ppne:  nothing  will  foften  it^  but  fleeping  it  in  the 
btood  of  goat^.'* 

Nor  will  man's  adamantine  heart  be  foftened  to 
purpofe,  until  fteeped  in  the  blood  of  Cbrift,  the 
true  (cape-goat.  Arrcwfinitb. 

Nothing,  but  the  blood  of  God,  can  fatisty  the 
juftice  of  God,  or  calm  the  awakened  confcience. 

A  faying  of  the  Rcj.  Mr.  fValier  Cbapman^s. 

If  thou  halt  not  the  blood  of  Chrift  iat  the  root  of 
thy  profeffion,  thy  profeffion  will  wither,  and  prove 
but  painted  pageantry  to  go  to  hell  in.        ,  Wilcox. 

Without  the  blood  of  Chrift  upon  thy  confcience, 
all  thy  fervices  are  dead.  ibid. 

I  may  be  afhamed  to  think >  that,  in  the  midftof 
fo  much  profeffion,  I  know  fo  little  of  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  which  is  the  main  thing  in  the  gofpel.      iUd. 

[The  works  of  men],  without  the  blood  of  fprink* 
ling,  will  be  but  as  a  withered  leaf  amidft  the  inex* 
tinguifliable  burning.  Hervey. 

Happy  the  people,  on  whom  the  blood  of'^Chrift 
is  fprinkled !  this  will  fcreen  and  proteft  them,  like 
the  mark,  which  the  man,  clothea  with  linen,  (et  oa 
the  foreheads  of  God's  chofen  ones,  Ezek«  ix.  6.  or» 
like  the  line  of  fcarlet  thread,  which  Rahab  bound 
to  the  window  of  her  houfe,  Jofti.  ii^  i8»  19.      ibid* 

BLASPHEMOUS   SUGGESTIONS. 

[Blafphemous  fuggeftions]  will  be  charged  on  the 
tempter  alone,  if  they  be  not  confented  to ;  and  will 
no  more  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  tempted  party, 
than  a  baftard,  laid  down  at  a  chafte  man's  door, 
will  fix  guilt  upon  him.  [It  may,  indeed,  give  him 
trouble  and  vexation;  but  ftill  he  is  not  the  father.] 

An»n. 
BODY. 
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BOD    Y. 

My  foul,  thou  art  now  as  a  bird  in  the  (hell ;  in 
a  fbell  of  fle(h,  which  will  fliortly  break,  and  let  thee 
go.  This  feeble  veffet  of  the  body  will  certainly, 
ere  long,  be  Iplit  on  the  rock  of  death ;  and  thea 
muft  thou,  it's  prefent  pilot,  forfake  itj  and  fwim  to. 
the  (hore  of  eternity.  Therefore,  O  everlafting  crea- 
ture, fee,  and  be  fure,  thou  content  not  thyfelf  with 
a  tranfitory  portion.  Art(ywfmiib, 

CALLING. 

God's  gracious  biddings  are  efiedual  enabling^. 

muox. 

CAUTION. 

Were  faints  their  own  carvers,  tfcey  would  foon  ctat 
their  own  fingers.  Dyer^ 

When  thou  art  enlarged  in  duty,  fupported  and 
moft  affifted  in  thy  Chriftian  courfe,  remember,  that 
thy  ftrength  lies  in  God,  not  in  thyfelf.  When  thou 
haft  thy  beft  futt  on,  thy  beft  fuit  of  fpirituality  and 
ftrength,  remember  who  made  it,  who  paid  for  it, 
and  who  gave  it  thee,  Thy  grace,  thy  comfort,  is 
neither  the  work  of  thy  own  hand,  nor  the  price  of 
thy  own  defert.  Be  not,  therefore,  proud  of  that 
which  belongs  to  another,  even  God.  Divine  aflift- 
ance  will  be  fufpended,  if  it  becomes  a  nurfe  to 
pride.  Gurnalh 

Strong  affeftions  make  ftrong  afflidtions. '  Dr.OweH. 

High  profeiTof,  defpife  not  weak  faints.  Thott 
mayeft  come  to  wifh  to  be  in  the  condition  of  the 
meaneft  of  them.  fTilcox* 

CHURCH  MILITANT. 

While  Ifrael  marched  through  the  wildernefs,  the^ 
blacked  night  had  a  pillar  of  fire ;  and  the  brighteft 
day  a  { lUar  of  cloud.    So,  in  this  world,  things  neVet 
goes  lo  well  with  God*s  Ifrael,  but  they  have  ftill 

Voi;  iV.  (20.)  *  Z  fomething 
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fomething  to  groan  under ;  nor  fo  ill,  but  they  have 
ftill  comfort  to  be  thankful  for.  In  the  Church  mi- 
litant, as  in  the  ark  of  old,  there  are  both  a  rod  and 
a  pot  of  manna.  Jrrowfiniib. 

CHARACTERS. 

Every  man  has  two  charafters  :  a  good  one^  from 
his  friends  j  and  a  bad  one,  from  his  enemies.  The 
befl  way,  perhaps,  for  us,  to  form  a  juft  eftimate  of 
any  perfon  whatever,  is,  by  mixing  his  two  charac- 
ters together,  and  making  one  of  both. 

My  uHclej  FraHcis  Toplatfyy  in  Cdtpuerfatiotiy  at  Ro^  , 
cheJleTy  May  1 8,  1770. 

CHILDREN. 

I  write  my  bleffing  to  your  child.  You  have  bor- 
rowed him  from  God  :  for  he  is  no  herita,ge  to  you, 
t>ut  a  loan.     Love  him  as  folks  do  borrowed  things. 

Rutherfoord. 

[To  one,  who  had  loft  feveral  children,  Mr.  Ru- 
therfoord  writes]  *  ' 

They  are  got  into  the  lee  of  the  harbour,  before 
the  ftorm  comes  on.  They  are  not  loft  to  you,  but 
laid  up  in  Chrift's  treafury  above.  You  (hall  meet 
them  again.  They  are  not  kht  away,  but  fent 
before. 

CHRIST. 

Whoever  hath  Chrift,  cannot  bie  poor ;  whoever 
wants  him,  cannot  be  rich.  Dyer. 

'If  Chrift  be  not  thy  Jacob's  ftaff,  to  guide  thee 
to  heaven ;  he  will  never  be  thy  Jacob*s  ladder,  to 
lift  thee  thither*  ibid^ 

The  Lord  Jefus  is  as  a  ftrong  arm  that  draws  a, 
bow.  The  greater  the  ftrength  of  the  arm  is,  the 
fwifter  is  the  flight  of  the  arrow,  and  the  farther  the 
arrow  goes.  Chrift  being  the  ftrength  of  all  believ- 
ing fouls,  he  draws  the  bow  for  them  with  a  mighty 
arm.    .  ^  Dr.  CrJjp^ 

Though 
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Though  men,  of  the  loweft  ftations,  *have,  gene- 
rally, the  feweft  troubles;  yet  it  was  not  fo  with 
Chrift.  His  cafe  was  alike  remote,  both  from  the 
.  grandeur  of  princes,  and  from  the  tranquility  of  the 
vulgar.  Pre-eminence  in  the  vaft  multitude  of  his 
forrows,  and  the  firft  place  among  the  afflifted  and 
oppreffed,  was  his  diftinftion. 

CHRIST   THE    WAY. 

Merchants  go  to  fea.  The  end  of  their  voyage  is, 
k  .may  be,  the  Indies  :  hut  they  have  alfo  bufinefs 
in  France,  Holland,  Spain,  or  Turkey;  and  .they 
accordingly  put  in  there.  Now,  their  bufineft  is 
iXQt  their  way  to  the  end ;  but  it  is  fomething  they 
have  to  do,  in  the  way,  before  they  come  to  their 
journey's  end.  Thus,  all  our  obedience  and  righte- 
oufnefs  are  but  fo  many  feveral  bufineffes  here,  which 
yi^  are  to  difpatch  while  we  are  in  Ghrift  (who  is 
our  only  way)  toward  heaven  :  and,  Chrift  himfelf 
being  our  way^  he  fo  provides  for  us,  that  our  bufi- 
;nefs  goes  on.  ^^ifp* 

Believers  muft  ^nd  will  feive  God,  in  duty  and 
obedience ;  but  they  muft  not  expeft  that  their  du- 
ties and  obedience  will  bring  them  any  thing.  It  is 
Chrift  brings  every  thing  you  get.  While  you  look 
to  get  by  what  you  do,  you  will  but  get  a  knock ; 
becaufe  of  fo  much  finfulnefs  in  your  duties.  If  you 
would  have  any  good,  you  muft  get  it  by  Chrift. 
Your  obedience  is  that,  wherein  you  are  to  walk,  in 
the  world,  and  before  the  world,  that  you  may  [(hew 
forth  the  power  of  faith,  and]  be  profitable  unto 
men.  But,  as  for  getting  any  thing,  aflure  yourfelf, 
-that,  while  you  labour  to  get  by  your  duties,  you 
provoke  God,  as  much  as  lies  in  you,  to  punifti  you 
for  fuch  prefumption,  and  for  the  filthinefs  of  the 
things  which  you  perform.  ibid. 

When  men  would  have  any  favour  from  a  king, 

they  do  not  apply  to  a  fcuUion  in  the  kitchen,  but 

to  the  favourite  ;  by  whom,  the  king  has  declared, 

Z  z  he 
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he  will  grant  and  deliver  all  things.  When  the 
people  came  to  Pharaoh,  Pharaoh  fent  them  to 
Jofeph ;  and  as  Jofeph  faid,  Pharaoh  would  do.  So, 
would  you  have  any  thing  of  God,  go  to  Chrift ; 
and,  by  Chrift,  go  to  the  Father.  ibid. 

CHRIST    A   SHELTER. 

The  obedience  and  atonement  of  Chrift  are  as 
fufficient  to  fecure  perfe(5tly  all  finners  that  fly  by 
faith  under  the  covert  of  his  wings,  as  the  immea- 
furable  circuit  of  the  fky  is  roomy  enough  for  a  lark 
to  fly  in,  or  as  the  immenfe  brightnefs  of  the  fun  is 
lightfome  enough  for  a  labourer  to  work  by.    Hervey. 

When  the  thunders  roar,  and  the  lightenings  flalhj 
when  the  clouds  pour  down  water,  and  an  Jhorrid 
ftorm  comes  on ;  all,  that  are  in  the  open  air^Vctire 
under  the  branches  of  a  thick  tree,  or  fly  to  fome 
other  commodious  (helter.  [So]  the  blood  and 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  are  a  covert.'  Hither  we  may 
fly,  and  be  fcreened ;  hither  we  may  fly,  and  be  fafe. 
Safe,  as  was  Noah,  when  he  entered  the  ark,  and 
Ood's  own  hand  clofcd  the  door,  and  God*s  own  eye 
guided  its  motions.  ibid, 

CHRIST  A  FOUNDATION. 

If  we  are  for  fetting  buttrefles  to  the  houfe  that 
is  built  upon  a  rock  ;  what  is  this,  but  a'difparage- 
mcnt  to  the  foundation  ?  If  the  foundation  be  al- 
ready firm  and  good,  why  are  you  for  endeavouring 
to  ftrengthen  it  ?  So  far  as  you  fet  up  any  props 
unto  Chrift  the  foundation,  who  is  to  bear  up  all  by 
himfelf ;  fo  far  you  difparage  Chrift,  fo  fer  you  tring 
him  down,  and  give  him  not  the  pre-eminence, 

Pr.  Crifp, 

Chrift  is  a  fure  foundation.  So  fure,  that  lay 
what  load  you  can  upon  him,  he  ftoops  not ;  and 
therefore  he  was  excellently  typified  by  the  pillars  of 
brafs,  in  Solomon's  Temple.    They  were  made  of 

brafs^ 
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brafSy  to  (hew  their  ftrength,    whereon  the  whole 
weight  of  the  porch  of  the  temple  lay.  ibid. 

CHRIST   THE    HEAD. 

You  that  are  believers,  and  are  under  fome  parti- 
cular trial  5  if  you  run  to  any  inherent  grace,  or  tem- 
per of  fpirit  that  is  in  yourfelves,  or  any  qualifica- 
tions, or  any  performances  that  you  can  tender,  and 
took  after  all  or  any  of  thefe,  as  that  which  will 
bring  you  the  comfort,  the  fupport,  or  the  fupplies 
you  want ;  while  you  look  faintly  and  coldly  upon 
Chrift,  and  on  the  freenefs  and  furenefs  of  the  grace 
which  Chrift  brings  along  with  himfelf ;  fo  long  you 
deny  unto  Chrift  that  pre-eminence,  which  God  has 
given  him  above  all  befide.  Dr  Crifp. 

CHRIST    A    ROCK. 

If  thou  ever  faweft  Chrift,  thou  faweft  him  a  rock, 
higher  than  felf-righteoufnefs,  Satan,  and  fin.  And 
this  rock  doth  follow  thee  :  and  there  will  be  a  con- 
tinual dropping  of  honey  and  grace,  out  of  this  rock, 
to  fatisfy  thee.  fVilcox. 

CHRISTAGIFT, 

Haft  thou  but  a  mind  to  Chrift  ?  Come  and  take 
the  water  of  life  freely.  It  is  thine.  It  is  given  to 
thee.  There  is  nothing  looked  for  from  thee,  to 
take  thy  portion  in  Chrift.  Thine  he  is,  as  much  as 
any  perfon's  under  heaven.  Dr.  Crifp. 

Doft  thou  thirft  ?  that  is,  haft  thou  a  mind  really 
to  Chrift,  that  Chrift  fliould  fay  really  to  thy  foul, 
I  am  thy  falvation  ?  It  may  be,  thou  art  fufpicious 
of  thyfelf,  and  thy  heart  is  apt  to  fay,  **' Chrift  is 
not  my  portion  ;  I  am  not  fit  for  Chrift ;  I  am  a 
great  fianer ;  I  muft  be  holy  firft."  Alas !  this 
is  bringing  a  price  to  Chrift.  But  you  muft  come» 
without  money  and  without  price.  And  what  is  it, 
to  come  without  money  or  price  ?  It  is  to  take 
Z  3  Chrift, 
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Chrift,  and  the  waters  of  life,  tnerely  and  fifnply  dl 
a  gift.  itid^ 

Thefe  are  the  fure  mercies  of  David,  when  a  mair 
receives  the  things  of  Chrift,  ^only  becaufe  Chrift 
gives  them.;  and  not  in  regard  to  any  aftion  of  our's^ 
as  the  ground  of  taking  them.  iind. 

CHRIST    IN    THE   HEART. 

Let  men  be  ever  fo  great  enemies  to  Chrift,  yet  aa 
foon  as  he  fets  up  himfelf  in  their  hearts,  they  will 
love  him,  own  him,  ferve  him,  and  fuffer  for  him. 

Dyer. 

CHRIST^s^  CROSS. 

Seeing  Chrift  hath  fattened  heaven  to  the  far  end 
of  the  crofs,  and  he  will  not  loofen.the  knot  himfelf, 
and  none  elfe  can  (for  when  Chrift  ties  a  knot,  all 
the  world  cannot  undo  it)  j  let  us,  then,  count  it 
exceeding  joy,  when  we  fall  into  divers  temptations. 

Rutherfoord. 

The  nqife  and  expeftation  of  Chrift's  crofs,  are 
weightier  than  the  crofs  itfelf,  ibid. 

Chrift  and  his  crofs  are  two  good  guefts,  worth 
entertaining.  Men  would  fain  have  Chrift  by  him- 
felf and  fo  have  him  cheap  :  but  the  market  will  not 
come  down.  >  ibid. 

The  crofs  of  Chrift  is  fo  fweet  and  profitable,  that 
the  faints  (fuch  are  its  gain  and  glory)  might  wifh 
it  were  lawful  either  to  buy  or  borrow  his  crofs. 
But  it  is  ^  mercy,  that  they  have  it  brought  to  their 
hand  for  nothing.  ibid. 

The  crofs  of  Chrift  (or,  fufFering.for  his  fake),  is 
a  crabbed  tree  to  iopk  at  ^  but'  fweet  and  /air  is  the 
fruit  it  yields.  ibid. 

Welcome  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  bear  it  trium- 

,  phantly  :  but  fee  it  be  indeed  Chrift's  crofs,  not  thy 

own.  fTi/cdx. 

A  believer  ftudies  more  how  to  adorn  the  crofs, 

than  how  to  avoid  it.      '  Dyer: 

*      ^  •  •       Chrift 
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Cbrift  with  his  croTs  is  better  than  the  world  with 
it's  orowa.  ibid. 

CHRIST    THE   SAVIOUR. 

Chrift  the  law-giver,  will  always  fpeak  in  vain, 
without  Chrift  the  Saviour.  Venn^ 

C  H  R  I  S  T's    W  O  R  K. 

If  you  have  been  looking  at  works,  duties  and 
qualifications,  inftead  of  looking  to  Chrift,  it  will 
coft  thee  dear.  No  wonder  you  go  complaining. 
Graces  are  no  more  than  evidences :  the  merits  of 
Chrift  alone,  without  thy  graces,  muft  be  the  foun- 
dation for  thy  hope  to  bottom  on.  Chrift  only  is 
the  hope  of  glory.         '  fVtlcox. 

He  that  builds  uporf"  duties,  graces,  &c.  knows 
not  the  merits  of  Chrift.  This  makes  believing  fo 
hard,  and  fo  far  above  nature.  If  thou  believeft, 
thou  muft,  every  day,  renounce  (from  being  any 
jpUrt  of  thy  dependance)  thy  obedience,  thy  bap- 
tifm,  thy  fandification,  thy  duties,  thy  graces,  tny 
tears,  thy  meltings,  thy  humblings ,  and  nothing  but 
Chrift  muft  be  held  up.  ibid. 

When  we  come  to  God,  we  muft  bring  nothing 
but  Chrift  with  us.  Any  ingredients,  or  previous 
qualifications  of  our  own,  will  poifon  and  corrupt 
faith.  ibid. 

In  the  higheft  commands,  look  at  Chrift,  not  as 
-an  exaftor  to  require,  but  as  a  debtor  by  promife, 
and  as  an  undertaker  to  work.  ,  thid. 

As  water,  falling  on  a  rocky  way,  glides  off,  as 
faft  as  it  falls  ;  whence  the  way  is  as  hard,  as  before 
the  rain  fell,  and  a  man  may  ftand  as  firmly  there, 
as  before  :  fo  all  our  finfulnefs,  while  we  are  in  the 
way  of  Chrift,  as  thick  as  it  falls,  pafleth  off  from 
us  to  him,  and  from  him  alfo,  by  virtue  of  that 
fatisfaftion  which  he  hath  made  to  the  juftice  of 
God*  ^^ifP' 

Z  4  As 
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As  the  payment  of  a  great  futn,  all  at  ohce^  and 
^taday,  is  a  better  payment,  than  by  a  penny  ^ 
year,  until  a  thoufand  years  be  out ;  fo  Chrift's  fa- 
tisfying  the  Father,  at  once,  by  one  facrlfice  of  him* 
felf,  is  a  better  fatisfaftion,  than  if  we  (hould  have 
been  infinite  days  in  paying  that  which  his  juftice  re- 
quires, and  his  indignation  to  fin  doth  exped.     ibid. 

Let  it  be  obferved,  that  Chrift's  aftive  obedience 
to  the  law  for  us,  and  in  our  room  and  ftead,  does 
not  exempt  us  from  perfonal  obedience  to  it ;  any 
more  than  his  fuflferings  and  death  exempt  us  from 
a  corporal  death,  or  fuffering  for  his  fake.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  we  do  not  fuffer  and  die,  in  the  fcnfe 
be  did  5  to  fatisfy  juftice  and  atone  fpr  fin :  (b  nei- 
ther do  we  yield  obedience  to  the  law,  in  order  to 
obtain  eternal  life  by  it.  By  Chrift*s  obedience  for 
ps,  we  are  exempted  from  obedienge  to  the  law,  in 
this  fenfe  j  but  not  from  obedience  to  it,  as  a  rule 
of  walk  and  converfation,  by  which  we  may  glorify 
God,  and  exprefs  our  thankfulne{s  to  him  for  his 
abundant  mercies.  .    JDr.  Gill. 

It  is  Chrift*s  work,  to  take  every  prefent  fin  off 
the  confcience  of  the  believer,  by  the  application  of 
his  blood  and  facrifice.  Hence  he  is  faid  to  be  the 
Lamb  of  God  that  tal^eth  away,  that  continues  to 
take  away,  the  fins  of  the  world,  ibid% 

Before  God  enlightened  me  into  the  righteoufhefs 
of  Chrift,  and  juftificatioii  by  it ;  lufed  to  wonder, 
how  it  was,  that,  feeipg  Chrift  lived  thirty-three 
years  and  fix  months  upon  earth,  only  his  death,  or, 
at  moft,  the  laft  week  of  his  life,  (hould  be  of  any 
avail  for  the  falvation  of  finners.  But,  bleflfed  be 
God,  I  have  longfeen,  that  Chrift  was,  all  that  time, 
ivorking  out  a  perfeft  obedience  for  my  acceptance 
with  the  Father.  **  By  the  obedience  of  one  (hall 
many  be  made  righteous,**  is  a  text  that  amply  ac- 
counts for  his  having  fpent  above  thirty-three  years 
belQw^  previous  to  his  crucifixion :  and  is  a  (ruth, 

by 
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by  which  my  foul   is  nouriflied  and  fed  ^o    life 
cvcrUfting. ' 

Mr.  Romainej  in  converfation,  July  18,  1769, 

If  I  had  the  righteoulhefs  of  a  faint,  l^ys  one,  O 
how  happy  Ihould  I  be  !  If  I  had  the  righteoiifneft 
of  an  angel,  fays  another,  I  Ihould  fear  no  evil.  But 
I  am  bold  to  fay,  that  the  pooreft  finner,  who  be- 
lieves in  Chrift,  has  a  righteoufnefs  infinitely  more 
excellent,  than  that  of  either  faints  or  angels.  If  the 
jaw  afks  for  finlefs  perfe6Vion,  it  is  to  be  found  in 
Chrift  my  divine  furety.  If  the  law  requires  an  obe^- 
dience,  that  may  ftand  before  the  burning  eye  of 
God  ;  behold,  it  is  in  Jefus  my  mediator.  Should 
*heftridteftjuftice  arraign  me,  and  the  pureft  holinefs 
make  its  demands  upon  me ;  I  remit  them  both  to 
my  dying  and  obedient  Immanuel.  With  him,  the 
Father  is  always  well-pleafed  ;  and  in  him,  the  be- 
liever ftands  complete.  Mr.  Hervey, 

Jefus  fays,  concerning  his  people ;  *^  If  they  have 
finned,  I  have  taken  their  fins  upon  myfelf.  If  they 
have  multiplied  tranfgreffions,  as  the  ftars-  of  hea- 
Ten,  my  Father  bath  laid  on  me  the  iniquities  of 
them  all.  They  are  my  redeemed  ones ;  I  have 
bought  them  with  my  blood  :  I  cannot  lofe  my 
purchafe.   'If  they  are  not  faved,  I  am  not  glorified/' 

ibid, 

CHRIST'S    COMPANY. 

While  Chrift  was  upon  earth,  he  was  more  among 
publicans  and  finners,  than  among  Scribes  and  Pha^ 
rifees:  for  thefe  were  felf-righteous  [and  fo,  not 
fit  company  for  him  who  came  to  feek  and  to  fay§ 
the  loft].  mim, 

CHRIST'S    LIBERALITY. 

Chrift  is  not  more  rich  himfelf,  than  he  is  liberal 
to  contribute  of  his  treafures.  He  makes  his  people 
iharers,  to  the  uttermoft,  of  all  that  he  has.       Crifp, 

CHRIST'S 
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CHRIST'S    PRESENCE. 

I  know,  the  fun  will  overcloud  and  eclipfe,  and  1 
ihall  again  be  put  to  walk  in  the  (hade.  But  Chrifl: 
muft  be  welcome  to  come  and  go,  as  he  thinketh 
meet-  Yet  his  coming  would  be  more  welcome  to 
me,  than  his  going.  Rutherfoord. 

Chrift  is  ever  prefent  in  and  with  his  people  :  and^ 
while  he  is  on  board,  the  fhip  cannot  fink^.  He 
may,  indeed,  feem  to  fleep,  for  a  time  j  and  to  dif- 
regard  both  the  veflel  and  the  ftorm.  Do  you 
awake  him,  by  prayer  and  Application . 

Dr.  Gtffard^  Dec.  24.  1775. 

CHRIST'S    CARE. 

A  true  friend  divides  the  cares,  and  doubles  the 
joys,  of  his  brother  in  affedtion.  Chrift  does  more  : 
for  he  takes  the  cares  of  his  people  entirely  on  him- 
felf ;  and  not  only  doubles  their  joys,  but  makes  all 
his  joys  their  own.  Anon. 

Suppofe  a  king's  fon  (hould  get  out  of  a  belieged 
<^ity,  and  leave  his  wife  and  children  behind,  whom 
he  loves  as  his  own  foul ;  would  this  prince,  when 
arrived  at  his  father's  palace,  delight  himfelf  with 
the  fplendour  of  the  court,  and  forget  his  family  in 
diftrefs  ?  No ;  but,  having  their  cries  and  groans 
always  in  his  ears,  he  would  come  poft  to  his  fa- 
,ther,  and  entreat  him,  as  ever  he  loved  him,  that 
he  would  fend  all  the  force  of  his  kingdom  to  raife 
the  fiege,  and  fave  his  dear  relations  from  perifhing* 
Nor  will  Chrift,  though  gone  up  from  the  world, 
and  afcended  into  his  glory,  forget  his  children  for  a 
moment,  that  are  left  behind  him.  .  Gurnall. 

CHRIST'S    NECESSITIES. 

Why  was  the  bread  of  life  hungry,  but  that  he 
might  feed  the  hungry  with  the  bread  of  life  ?  Why 
was  reft  itfelf  weary,  but  to  give  the  weary  reft  ? 

Why 
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Why  was  the  prince  of  peace  in  trouble,  but  that 
the  troubled  might  have  peace?  None  but  the 
image  of  God  could  rcftore  us  to  God's  image* 
None,  but  the  prince  of  peace,  could  bring  the 
God  of  peace  and  the  peace  of  God  to  poor 
finners,  DyeK 

CHRISTY    PURCHASE. 

The  whole  eleftion  of  grace,  all  the  children  of 
God,  fcattered  about,  in  the  world  ;  all  the  Lord's 
people,  that  ever  have  been,  are,  or  (hall  be ;  may 
truly  be  faid  to  be  the  pearl  of  great  price,  whicli 
Chrift  came  into  this  world  to  feek  for,  and  found  : 
ind  finding  it,  fold  all  that  he  had,  (hed  his  blood, 
parted  with  his  life,  and  gave  himfelf  for  it,  and 
bought  it.  Dr.  GilL 

CHRlST^s    SUFFERINGS. 

We  cannot  [fully]  underftand  the  fufFerings  of 
Chriftc  God  only  knows  what  is  in  the  curfe  of  the 
law.  God  alone  knows  what  is  the  true  [and  utmoft] 
defert  of  fin.  How,  then,  do  we  know  what  Chrift. 
fuftered,  when  the  puniftiment  due  to  our  fin,  whea 
all  our  iniquities  met  on  him,  [and  he  had]  the 
curfe  of  the  law  upon  him !  God  only  knows  what  is 
in  thefe  things;  Dr.  Owen» 

CHRIST*s   LOVE. 

It  is  a  peculiar  kind  of  expreffion,  Eph.  iii.  19. 
where  the  apoftle  prays,  that  they  might  "  know; 
the  love  of  Chrift,  which  pafleth  knowledge."  We 
may  know  that,  experimentally,  which  we  cannot 
know  comprehenfively  :  we  may  know  that,  in  it's 
power  and  effefts,  which  we  cannot  comprehend  in 
it's  nature  and  depths.  A  weary  perfon  may  receive 
refrefliment  from  a  fpring,  who  cannot  fathom  the 
depth  of  the  ocean  from  whence  it  proceeds. 

Dr.  Oweft^ 

Ihavefeen  the  white  fide  of  Chrift's  crofs.  How 
lovely  hath  he  been  to  his  opprefled  fervant.       ibid. 

How 
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ti6vf  little  of  the  fea  can  a  child  carry  rn  hi* 
hand  I  as  little  do  I  take  away  of  my  great  fea,  the 
botiftdlefs  loye  of  Chrift*  Rutber/oord^ 

[Written  from  Aberdeen  prifon  by  Rutber/oord.] 
My  Lord  Jefus  is  kinder  to  me  than  ever  he  was. 
It  pleafeth  him  to  dine  and  fup  with  his  afili&ed  pri- 
foner.  The  kingfeafteth  me,  and  his  fpikenard  caft- 
eth  a  fweet  fmell.  Put'  Chrift's  love  to  the  trial,  and 
throw  all  your  burdens  upon  it,  and  then  it  will  ap- 
pear love  indeed.  We  employ  not  his  love,  and 
therefore  we  know  it  not. 

CHRIST'S    WILLINGNESS. 

It  is  lefs  injurious  to  Chrift,  to  doubt  even  of  his 
exifcence  ;  than  to  doubt  of  his  wiilingnefs  to  favc 
a  wounded,  broken-hearted  finnen  Ryland, 

CHRIST  the  only  SAVIOUR. 

Do  not  legalize  the  gofpel ;  as  if  part  remained 
fox  you  to  do  and  fufFer,  and  Chrift  were  but  ait 
half-mediat0r :  or  as  if  you  was  to  bear  part  of  your 
Own^firi,  and  make  part -fatisfadion.  Let  fin  break 
thy  heart,  but  not  thy  hope.  IVilcox. 

Chrift  will  be  a  pure,  total  Redeemer  and  Me- 
<Hator,  and  thou  muft  be  an  undone  finner;  or 
Ctrift  and  thou  will  never  agree. 

CHRIST'S   RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Sin  has  ftript  man  of  his  moral  cloathing.  Man's 
ewn  righteoufnefs  will  not  cover  his  nakednefs  :•  and 
whoever  is  deftitute  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  is  a 
flaked  perfon.  Dr.  GilL 

Chrift's  righteoufnefs  is  called.  The  righteouf- 
tiefs  of  the  law,  Rom.  viii.  4.  For,  though  righ- 
teoufnefs does  not  come  by  our  obedience  to  the 
Uw,  yet  it  docs  by  Chrift's  obedience  to  it.  Though, 
by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  as  performed  by  man,  no 
flelb  living  can  bejuftified;  yet,  by  the  deeds  of  the 

law. 
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law,  as  performed  by  Chrift,  all  the  eled  are  jufti-^ 
fied.  ibid^ 

Chnft's  righteoufnefs  is  alfo  called,  The  righte^ 
oufncfe  of  faith,  Rom.  iv,  13.  not  as  if  faith  were 
our  righteoufnefs,  either  in  whole,  or  in  part; 
but  becaufe  faith  receives  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift, 
puts  it  on,  rejoices  in  it,  and  boafts  of  it.  ibidp 

Chrift's  righteoufnefs  is  called.  The  beft  robe, 
Luke  XV.  22.  or,  as  the  Greek  text  hath  it,  the  firft 
robe,  Tw  ^o^n»  T4if  »^ft3i»F.  For,  though  Adam*s  robe 
of  righteoufnefs,  in  innocence,  was  the  firft  in  wear, 
this  was  firft  provided  in  the  covenant  of  grace ; 
this  was  firft  in  defignation,  though  that  was  firft  in 
uie.  '        ibidu 

We  muft  'be  declared  free  from  guilt,  and  inveft'- 
cd  with  a  righteoufnefs  that  will  ftand  before  the  law 
of  finlefs  perfeftion,  and  intitle  us  to  the  kingdom  oi 
heaven.  And  if  we  have  it  not  in  ourfelves,  wher«e 
muft  we  look  for  it,  but  as  exifting  folely  in  the 
perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift?  Dependance  therefore  upon 
that  righteoufnefs,  as  wrought  out  by  him  for  be* 
iievers,  and  appointed  of  God  for  finners  to  truft  in  j 
is  the  gracious  faith  of  the  gofpel,  by  which  the  fgul 
is  juftified. 

Satan  and  the  world  may  alk  us,  "  How  can  ye 
be  juftified  by  a  righteoufnefs  which  is  notyour'sT' 
We  anfwejr,  "The  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  our'5; 
and  our*s,  by  as  great  a  right,  as  any  other  thing  we 
poffefs :  to  wit,  by  the  free  gift  of  God  :  for  it  hath 
pleafed  him  to  give  us  a  garment,  who  were  nak^d  ( 
apd  to  give  us,  who  had  none  of  our  own,  a  righte*  * 
oufnefe  anfwerable  to  juftice.'/  Bp.-  Cowper, 

Men  generally  think,  that,  befides  Chrift  and  his 
merits,  there  is  fomething  more  in  the  way  that  lead' 
eth  to  life;  namely,  a  man's  own  righteoufnefs,  to 
act  in  conjundion  with  Chrift:  "  thefe  together," 
fay  they,  "  are  the  way  to  falvation."  Alas,  for 
fych  1  Chrift  alone  is  the  way  to  heaven :  and  he  , 

l^imfelf  has  declared  that  way  to  be  a  yarrow  one.  It  i 
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is,  among  other  refpefts,  narrow,  in  this  regard  j 
that  all  a  man*s  own  righteoufnefs  [as  a  ground, 
caufe,  or  condition  of  juftification  and  eternal  life] 
niuft  be  clean  (hut  out.  It  is  fo  narrow,  that  there 
can  be  nothing  in  the  way,  but  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  When  a  man's  owa  righteoufnefs  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  a  part  of  the  way,  w^  naake  th^  way 
broader  than  God  will  allow.  Dr.  Crifp. 

Whatever  comes  in,  when  thou  goe.fl;  to  God  for 
acceptance,  befides  Chrift,  call  it  antichriil ;  bid  it 
be  gone;  make  only  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  trium- 
phant. All,  befides  that,  is  Babylon ;  which  moift 
fall,  if  Chrift  ftand:  and  thou  flialt  rejoice  in  the 
day  of  the  fall  thereof.  Mr.  IVilcox. 

Do  as  much  as  thou  wilt;  but  ft^ind,  with  all  thy 
weight,  upon  Chrift's  righteoufnefs.  Take  heed  c^ 
taving  one  foot  on  thy  own  figh.teouffiefs,  and 
another  on  Chrift's.  ibid. 

It  is  the  hardeft  thing  in  the  worM,  to  take  Chrift 
alone  for  our  righteoufnefs..  Join  any  thing  to  him, 
of  your  own,  and  you  unchrift  him.  ibid. 

Whatfoever  is  of  nature's  fpinning,  muft  be  all  an^ 
ravelledj  before  Chrift's  righteoufnefi  can  be  put  oa. 

iiid^ 

Nothing  can  kill  fin,  but  the  beholding  of  Chrift's 
Tighteoufflefs.  ibid. 

CHRIST'S    EXALTATION. 

Chrift's  exalted  ftate  in  glory  does  not  make  bim 
uegledful  of  poor  finners,  nor  fcornful  to  them :  no, 
he  has  thje  fame  heart  in  heaven,  that  be  had  on 
earth,.  He  went  through  all  thy  temptations,  de- 
jeftions,  forrows,  and  defertions.  He  drank  the  bit- 
tereft  of  the  cup,  and  left  the  fwefet.  The  condem.- 
jiiation  is  out.  He  drank  up  all  .the  Father's  wrath, 
at  one  draught .;  and  nothing,  but  falvation,  is  left 
for  thee.  ibid. 

CHRIST'^ 
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CHRIST'S    INTERCESSION. 

Chrifl:  commands,  in  heaven,  as  be  does  upon 
earth.  There  is  nothing  he  can  aft  of  the  Father, 
but  it  is  anfwered.  He  never  has  a  nay.  If  any 
come  to  be  a  fuitor  to  him,  to  put  up  a  petition  for 
him,  he  is  fure  to  fpeed.  Crijp^ 

If  you  would  pray,  but  cannot,  and  fo  arc  dif- 
couraged;  fee  Chrift  praying  for  you,  and  ufing  hU 
intereft  with  the  Father  for  you.  fVilcox. 

CHRISTIANS. 

Thou,  who  has  feen  Chrift  all,  and  thyfelf  abfo* 
lutely  nothing ;  to  whom  Chrift  is  life,  and  who  art 
dead  to  all  righteoufnefs  befides ;  thou  art  a  Chrif- 
tian :  one  highly  beloved,  and  who  lias  found  favour 
with  God.  JVilcaXm 

None  can  make  a  Chriftian,  but  he  that  made 
the  world.  Hart. 

The  fons  of  God  have  much  in  hand,  and  more 
in  hope.  Manttm. 

God*s  people  are  too  touchy,  in  looking  fo  much 
for  refpeft  from  men.  It  argues  a  fecrfet  leaven  of ' 
pride,  if  they  murmur  when  the  world  doth  not 
cfteem  them.  A  Chriftian  is  an  unknown  man  in 
the  world  j  and  therefore  (hould  not  take  it  ill,  if  he 
finds  himfelf  flighted.  ibid. 

A  Chriftian,  that  roweth  againft  the  ftream  of  the 
fiefh  and  blood,  is  the  world*s  wonder,  and  the 
world's  reproof.  ibid. 

The  beft  of  Chriftians  are  found  in  the  worft  of 
timies. 

COMMUNION   with    GOD. 

Though  a  gracious  foul  may  not  always  enjoy  fen- 

fible  communion  with  God  in  the  ordinances;  yet 

it  has  always  this  good  lign,  that  it  cannot  be  eafy 

and  fatisfied  without  it,  Dr.Giffard. 

Have 
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Have  you  any  reafon  to  believe  that  you  have,  at 
«ny  time,  had  communion  with  God,  in  private  or 
in  public,  in  your  clofet,  or  in  the  family,  or  in  the 
iioufe  of  God,  under  any  ordinance,  either  the 
mini  ftryof  the  word,  or  prayer,  or  the  (upper  of  the 
Lord  ?  Then  you  may  be  affured,  Chrift  has  made 
fatisfaftion  for  you ;  or  you  would  never  have  en- 
joyed fuch  communion*  Anon. 

CIRCUMSPECTION. 

Perfons,  who  make  a  peculiar  profeffion  of  godli- 
uefs,  ftiould  be  peculiarly  circumfpefdt  in  their  moral 
Walk ;  elfe,  they  hurt,  not  only  their  own  charafter, 
but,  above  all,  the  caufe  of  religion  itfelf :  and  re- 
femble  a  man,  who  carries  fire  in  one  hand,  and 
water  in  the  other,  Mrs.  Bacon^  Feb.  16,  1 770. 

COMFORTS, 

Of  all  created  comforts,  God  is  the  lender.  You 
ire  the  borrower,  not  an  owner.  Rutherfoord. 

God*s  comforts  are  no  dreams.  He  would  not 
put  his  feal  on  blank  paper,  nor  deceive  his  afflidted 
on?s  that  truft  in  him.  ibid. 

If  comfort  fails,  God's  faithfulnefs  does  not. 
What  though  your  pitcher  is  broke  ?  The  fountain 
Is  ftill  as  full  as  ever.  "The  Rev.  Air.  IViUiams. 

I  had  rather  be  a  means  of  comforting  one  of 
God*s  dear  children,  than  gain  the  applaufe  of  a 
fiation.  Ryland. 

COMPANY. 

Better  is  it  to  go  with  a  few  to  heaven,  than  with 
a  multitude  to  hell,  and  be  damned  for  the  fake  of 
company.  '         Parr* 

COMPLAINING. 

Complaining  of  God,  is  one  thing ;  complaining 
to  God,  is  another.  Mr.  Cajer. 

COM- 
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COMPARISON  NO  CRITERION- 

Sometimes,  perhaps,-  thou  heareft  another  Chrif- 
tian  pray  with  much  freedom,  fluency,  and  moving- 
nefs  of  expreffion  :  while  thou  canft  hardly  get  out 
a  few  broken  words  in  duty.  Hence  thou  art  ready 
to  accufe  thyfdf,  and  to  admire  him.  As  if  the 
gilding  of  the  key  made  it  open  the  door  the  better* 

GurnalL 

Take  heed  of  judging  thyfelf  unconverted,  be- 
caufe  thou  niayeft  not  have  felt  fo  much  horror,  as 
fome  others,  in  thy  firft  convidions.  O,  believer, 
thou  haft  not  heard  fo  much,  it  may  be,  of  the  rat- 
tling of  the  chains  of  hell ;  nor,  in  thy  confcience, 
fo  much  of  the  out-cries  of  the  damned,  as  to  make 
thy  very  flefti  tremble :  but  haft  thou  not  feen  that, 
in  a  bleeding  Chrift,  which  hath  made  thv  heart 
melt,  and  mourn,  and  loath  thy  lufts  ?  It  is  jxrange, 
to  hear  a  patient  complain  of  the  phyfician  (when 
he  finds  his  prefcriptions  work  effeftually),  merely 
becaufe  the  operation  did  not  afFeft  him  fo  violently 
as  in  fome  others.  Soul,  thou  haft  the  more  reafon 
to  blefs  God,  if  the  conviftions  of  his  fpirit  have 
wrought  fo  kindly  on  thee,  without  thofe  extremi- 
ties of  terror,  which  have  coft  others  fo  dear.      ibid. 

It  may  be,  thou  feeft  another  abound  with  that 
joy,  which  thou  wanteft :  and  art  therefore  ready  to 
think,  his  grace  is  more,  and  thine  lefs,  tlian  it 
really  i;5 :  while,  perhaps,  thou  mayeft  have  as  much 
real  grace,  as  he ;  only  thou  wanteft  a  light  to  (hew 
thee  ^yherc  it  lies.  ibid. 

CONCEIT- 

There  Is  a  ftrong  refemWance  between  a  pert, 
over-bearing,  conceited  opinionift,  and  a  drunken 
man. — You  may  fee  him  reeling  to  and  fro;  now 
entertaining  this  odd  conceit,  to-morrow  tfiat,  and 
the  next  day  a  third  :  unftable  in  all. — Vomitiog 
too,  and  cafting  out  fcornful  reproaches  againft  fuch 
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as  differ  from  him. — Talkative,  as  drunkards  com- 
monly are ;  prating,  and  obtruding  his  own*  opinions 
on  every  body.— Self-fufficient,  and  boafting  himfclf 
and  his  party,  as  too  hard  for  all  their  oppofers. 
Thus  as  our  proverb  faith,  '*  one  drunkard  is  forty 
men  ftrong.'* — Whoever  attempts  to  reafon  with 
fuch  a  dogmatift,  will  foon  find  him  as  incapable  of 
convidtion,  as  Nabal  was  of  Abigail's  narration,  un^ 
til  his  wine  was  gone  out  of  him.       Dr.  Arrowfmiib^ 

CONFIDENCE. 

Even  when  a  believer  fees  no  light,  he  may  feel 
fome  influence ;  when  he  cannot  clofe  with  a  promife^ 
he  may  lay  hold  on  an  attribute,  and  fay,  "  Though 
both  my  flefti  and  my  heart  fail,  yet  divine  faithful- 
nefsand  divine  compaflions  fail  not.  Though  lean 
hardly  difcern,  at  prefent,  either  fun,  moon,  or  fhars  ^ 
yet  will  I  caft  anchor  in  the  dark^,  and  ride  it  out, 
until  the  day  break,  and  the  (hadows  flee  away. 

Arrowjmith^ 

CONSOLATIONS. 

Divine  confolations  are  then  nearefl  ta  us,  when 
human  afliftances  are  furthefl  from  us.  Cave^ 

CONSTITUTION    SINS. 

Watch  againft  conflitution  fins.  See  them  in 
their  vilenefs,  and  they  will  never  break  out  into 
ad.  IVilcox^ 

CONTENTMENT. 

Be  willing  to  want  what  God  is  not  willing  to 

give.  Dyer. 

Contentment  without   the  world,  is  better  than 

the  world  without  contentment.  ibid. 

Be  contented  with  a  mean  condition.    This  is  not 

the  tirhe  for  the  manifeftation  of  the  fons  of  God. 

^  Though  others  that  are  wicked,  may  have  a  larger 

.portion  and  allowance  than  you,  yet  God  doth  not 

mifplace 
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luifplace  l^is  hands  (as  Jofeph  thought  his  father 
did,  Gen.  xlviii.),  but  puts  them  upon  the  right 
head,  and  affigns  temporal  bleffings  to  the  right  per- 
fons.  Ephraim  is  not  preferred  before  Manafleh 
without  reafon.  Manton. 

Brown  bread,  with  the  golpel,  is  good  fere.    Dodd., 
Whea  the  heart  is  full  of  God,  a  little  of  the 
world  will  go  a  great  way  with  us. 

Mr.  Storer^in  corwerfationy  Dec.  15,  1769. 
Content  is  all  we  aim  at  with  our  ftore : 
"  If  that  be  had  with  little,  what  need  more  ?" 

CONTRAST. 

As  the  wicked  are  htirt  by  the  beft  things,  fo  the 
godly  are  bettered  by  the  worft. 

C  O  N  V  E  R  S  I  O  N, 

It  is  a  greater  adt  of  grace,  for  God  to  work  con- 
verfion  in  a  finner,  than  to  crown  that  converfion 
with  glory.  It  is  more  graciousf  and  condefcending' 
in  a  prince  to  marry  a  poor  damfel,  than^  having  mar- 
ried her,  to  clothe  her  like  a  princefs.  He  was  free, 
to  do  the  firft,  or  not ;  but  his  relation  to  her  pleads  . 
ftrongly  for  the  other.  God  might  have  chofen, 
whether  he  would  have  given  thee  grace,  or  no;  but, 
having  done  this,  thy  relation  to  him,  and  his  co- 
venant with  thee  in  his  Son,  do  oblige  him  to  add 
more  and  more,  until  he  hath  fitted  thee  as  a  bride 
for  himfelf  in  glory.  GurnalL 

If  Satan  feeks  to  puzzle  thee  about  the  time  of 
thy  converfion  ;  content  thyfelf  with  this,  that  thou 
feeft  the  ftreams  of  grace,  though,  perhaps,  the  ex- 
2.6t  time  of  thy  firft  receiving  it  (like  the  head  of 
Nilus)  may  not  eafily  be  found. 

You  may  know  the  fun  is  up,   though  you  did 
'  not  obferve  when  it  rofe.  ibid. 

Converfion  of  the  foul  to  God  is  like  changing  a 
kennel  of  mud  into  a  river  of  chryftal. 
Mr^  Englehearty  incotwerfationyat London^  May  14, 1 776, 
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Since  Chrift  looked  upon  me  in  converfion,  my 
heart  is  not  my  own :  he  hath  run  away  with  it  to 
heaven*  Mr.  Rutherfoordm 

CONVERSATION. 

A  daily  converfation  in  heaven  is  the  fureft  fore- 
runner of  a  conftant  abode  there.  The  fpirit  of  God, 
by  enabling  us  hereunto,  firft  brings  heaven  into  the 
foul,  and  then  coridufts  the  foul  to  heaven. 

Anowfmitb. 

CONVICTION. 

Happy  conviftion  of  guilt !  which  performs  the 
fame  beneficent  office  the  baptift  difcharged  of  old : 
it  prepares  the  way  of  the  Lord,  and  renders  his  fal- 
vation  ineftimably  precious  to  the  foul.  Venn. 

The  greatnefs  of  Chrift's  merit  is  not  known,  but 
to  a  poor  foul  at  the  grpateft  lofs.  Slight  conviftions 
will  occafion  but  flight  prizing  of  Chrift's  blood 
and  righteoufnefs.  Anonu 

CORRECTION. 

God*s  cgrredions  are  our  inftrudtions ;  his  lalhes, 
ourleffons;  and  his  fcourges,  our  fchool-mafters. 
Whence  both  in  Hebrew  and  Greek,  chafteningand 
teaching  are  exprefled  by  one  word,  noiD  and  veuhva. 

Brookes. 

It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercy,  that  our  afflidtion  is* 
not  execution,  but  correftion.  He  that  hath  de- 
ferved  hanging,  may  be  glad  to  efcape  with  a  whip- 
ping. • ,    thid. 

"  If  we  run  away  from  the  Lord,  he  has  a  cove- 
nant-rod for  our  backs  :  but  it  is  a  rod  in  the  hand 
of  a  father. '^  A  dying  faying  ofmyfriend^  Mr. 

Lovettj  who  went  to  Heaven j  Sept'.  4,  1775. 

The  correction  which   you  at  prefent   confider 
.  as  an  argument  of  wrath,  may  be  an  evidence  of 
love  and  an  aft  of  mercy.     God  will  prune  thee,  but 
.  not  hew  thee  dowa.    The  right  hand  of  his  clemen- 
cy 
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cy  knows  what  the  left  hand  of  his  feverity  is  doing. 
Better  for  thee  to  be  a  chaftened  fon,'  than  an  un- 
difciplined  baftard.  Arrowjmith. 

CREATURE    COMFORTS. 

Creature-comforts  are  often,  to  the  foul,  what 
fiickers  are  to  a  tree  :  and  God  takes  off  thofe,  that 
this  may  thrive. 

Mr.  Bylandy  in  cowverjationy  Dec.  23,  1769. 

CRITERION. 

When  thou  gets  no  comfort  in  hearing,  nor  eafc 
to  thy  fpirit  in  praying,  and  yet  groweft  more  eager 
to  hear,  and  art  more  frequent  in  prayer ;  Oh  foul, 
great  are  thy  faith  and  patience ! 

Blefled  is  your  condition,  if  you  have  this  tefti- 
mony  in  your  confcicnce ;.  that,  acknowledging  your 
own  natural  ignorance  and  blindnefs,  you  call  upon 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  enlighten  your  mind, 
to  make  his  way  plain  before  you,  and  to  give  you  a 
ftrong  and  diftin6t  perception  of  the  great  things 
that  concern  your  eternal  peace. 

Blefled  is  your  condition,  if,  feeling  your  utter  in- 
capacity to  procure  the  favour  of  God  by  the  beft  of 
your  duties,  reformations,  or  performances,  and 
confounded,  in  your  own  fight,  for  your  great  de- 
fers, you  build  ail  your  hope,  of  acceptance  with 
God,  on  what  Chrift  has  done  and  fuffered  for  you. 
Blefled  is  your  condition,  if,  afiiifted  with  the  ex- 
ceeding great  vilenefs  of  your  natural  affeftions^  and 
longing.for  viftory  over  them  ;  for  a  more  fpiritual 
mind,  and  for  a  farther  progrefs  in  love  both  to  God 
and  man ;  you  depend  on  the  renewing,  fanftifying 
grace  of  the  holy  fpirit,  to  work  this  divine  change 
within  you. 

This  is  to  believe  in  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God, 
without  partiality  and  without  hypocrify.  This  the 
word  of  God  pronounces  to  be  that  dependance  in 
Chrifl,  which  (hall  never  be  confounded.  Fenn. 

Aa3^  DARK- 
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DARKNESS   OF   SOUL. 

If  you  are  under  darknefs  of  foul,  firft  go  to  God 

with  it :  and  then,  go  to  fome  experienced  faint  of 

your  acquaintance.     It  is  good,  fotrietimes,  to  light 

your  candle  at  a  neighbour's  fire,  Anon. 

D  E  A  D    I  N    S  I  N. 

Great  was  the  cry  in  Egypt,  when  the  firft-born, 
in  each  family,  was  dead:  but  are  there  not  many 
families,  where  ail  are  dead  together  ?  Bojlon. 

DEATH. 

Death  is  the  friend  of  grace,  and  the  enemy  of 
nature.  DoJd. 

Mankind  are  like  flieep,  grazing  on  a  common : 
the  butcher  comes  continually,  and  fetches  away 
one,  and  another,  and  another;'  while  the  reft 
feed  on,  unconcerned,  until  he  comes  for  the  laft. 

Mr.  Berne,  former^  ReBor  of  Blagdon,  Somerjet. 

The  dread  and  diflike  of  death  do  by  no  means 
prove  that  a  perfon  is  not  a  child  of  God.  Even  a 
ftrong  believer  may  be  afraid  to  die.  We  are  not, 
in  general,  fond  of  handling  a  ferpent,  or  a  viper,, 
even  though  its  fting  is  drawn,  and  though  we 
know  it  to  be  fo. 

Mr.  John  Martin,  London,  May,  1774. 

Though  a  believer  may  have  his  darknefs,  doubts 
and  fears,  and  many  conflifts  of  foul,  while  on  his 
dying-bed;  yet  ufually,  thefe  are  all  over  and  gone, 
before  his  laft  moments  come,  and  death  does  its 
work  and  office  upon  him.  From  the  gracious  pro- 
mifes  of  God,  to  be  with  his  people  even  unto  death ; 
and  from  the  fcriptural  accounts  of  dying  faints; 
and  from  the  obfervations  J  have  made,  through  the 
courfe  of  my  life ;  I  am  of  opinion,  that,  generally 
fpeaking,  the  people  of  God  die  comfortably;  their 
fpiritual  enemies  being  made  to  be  as  ft'ill  as  a  ftone, 
while  they  pafs  through  Jordan,  or  the  ftream  of 
d^ath.         •  *    '  l^r.  Gill. 

The 
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The  confideration  of  the  ftate  of  the  dead,  as  of 
perfons  afleep,  fhould  moderate  our  forrow  for  the 
lofs  of  departed  friends.  What  mailer  of  a  family 
can  be  uaeafy,  at  finding  his  family,  his  wife,  his 
children,  his  feiTants.  in  a  found,  faft  fleep  at  mid- 
night? May  he  not  expeft,  that  they  will  rife,  in 
the  morning,  well  and  healthful,  and  ready  to  go 
about  any  fervice  that  may  be  proper  for  them  ? 
When  Chrift  faid,  concerning  Lazarus,  "  Our 
friend  Lazarus  fleepeth ;"  "Lord,**  faid  the  dif- 
ciples,  "  if  he  fleep,  he  (hall  do  well."  The  faints; 
who  are  fallen  afleep,  muft  needs  do  well.  They 
cannot  do  otherwife  than  well,  who  not  only  fleep, 
but  fleep  in  Jefus.  ibid. 

As  a  man  that  takes  a  walk  in  his  gatden,  and 
fpying  a  beautiful,  full-blown  flower,  crops  it,  and 
puts  it  into  his  bofom ;  fo  the  Lord  takes  his  walks 
in  his  gardens,  the  churches-;  and  gathers  his  lilies, 
fouls  fully  ripe  for  glorj)^,  and  with  delight  takes  them 
to  himfelf.  ibid. 

•  There  is  no  way  to  live  with  God  in  glory,  but 
by  dying.  Chriftians  would  be  cloathed  with  a 
blefled  immortality,  but  they  are  loath  to  be  un- 
cloathed  for  it :  they  pray,  thy  kingdom  come ;  and, 
when  God  is  leading  them  thither,  they  are  afraid, 
to  go.  What  is  there,  in  this  valley  of  tears,  that 
ihould  make  us  weep  to  leave  it  ?       Crippiegale  Le5i. 

D  E  C  R  E-E  S    OF    GOD. 

A  cockle-fifli  may  as  foon  crowd  the  ocean  into  its 
harrow  fhell,  as  vain  man  ever  comprehend  the  de- 
crees of  God.  Anon.. 

DEFAMATION. 

How  harmlefs  is  defamation  from  a  fellow-crea- 
ture, when  the  great  Creator  fmiles !  Anon. 

'deism. 

We  can  never  expeft  to  fee  deifm  decline,  while 
thofe  principles,  which  fupport  it,  are  maintained  by 

Aa4  [profeffing 
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[profeffing  Chriftians]  themfclvcs.'  Byt,  would 
Protcftants  return  to  their  antient  Proteftant  doc* 
trines,  and  live  and  pradife  accordingly,  then  would 
religion  flourifli;  and  Atheifm,  Deifm,  Arianifm, 
and  every  other  ifm  fink  apace.  Dr.  Gill. 

DEPRAVITY. 

Nature  is  To  corrupted,  ^  npt  to  uuderftand  its 
own  depravation,  Dr.  Owen.. 

If  we  trace  man's  forgetfulnefs  of  God  up  to  its 
real  fource,  it  will  afford  us  the  moft  affliding  evi* 
dence  of  his  natural  depravity,  and  prove  that  he  is 
a  defpifer  of  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent.  Venn. 

DEPENDANCE  ON  CHRIST  ALONE. 

A  lively  dependance  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriftim* 
plies  an  intimate  and  moft  interefting  conne6tion  be- 
tween, him  and  the  foul ;  .a  knowledge  of  him,  affeft- 
ing  tp  the  heart,  and  full  of  influence;  an  applica- 
tion to  him,  daily  and  perfevering.  So,  that  a  man, 
who  is  living  in  fuch  dependance  on  the  Son  of  God, 
might  as  reafonably  call  in  queftion  the  reality  of 
tranfadtions  paffing  between  himfelf  and  his  friends 
on  earth,  as  whether  he  is  indeed  a,  believer  on 
Jefus.  '  Venn. 

A  Judas  may  have  the  fop ;  the  outward  privileges 
of  baptifm,  the  Lord's  fupper,  Churchrmemberfliip, 
&c.  But,  like  John,' to  lean  on  Chrift*s  bofom,  is  the 
gofpel  ordinance  pofture,  in  which  we  (hould  hear, 
pray,  and  perform  all  duties,  .   Wilcox. 

Nothing  but  lying  on  Chrift's  bofom,  will  diflblve 
*hardnefs  of  hearty  and  make  thee  moi^rn  kindly  for 
fin;  and  humble  thee  indeed ;.  and  make  thy  Ibul 
cordial  to  Chrift;  yea,  transform  the  uglieft  piece  of 
hell  into  the  image  and  glory  of  Chrift.  ihid. 

Looking  at  the  natural  fun,  weakens  the  eye ;  but. 
the  more  you  look  at  Chrift,  the  fun  of  righteouf- 
nefs,-the  ftronger  and  clearer  will  the  eye  of  faith 
be. — Look  but  on  Chrift,  and  you  will  love  him 
and  live  on  him.  ibid. 

S?e 
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See  Chrift,  and  you  fee  all.  Keep  your  eye 
fteadily  fixt  on  his  blood  and  righteoufnefs ;  and  only 
lobkat  your  graces  in  the  fecond  place,  Elfe,  every 
blaft  of  temptation  will  (hake  you.  ibid. 

If  you  would  fo  fee  the  finfulnefs  of  fin,  as  to  loath 
it,  and  to  mourn  for  it ;  do  not  ftand  looking  upon 
fin,  but  firft  look  upon  Chrift  as  fufFering  and  fatif- 
fying.  /  ibid. 

He,  who  looks  upon  Chrift  through  his  graces,  is 
like  one  that  fees  the  fun  in  water ;  which  wavers 
and  moves,  as  the  water  doth.  Look  upon  Chrift, 
only  as  fliining  in  the  firmament  of  the  Father's 
grace  and  love; "and  there  you  will  fee  him  in  his 
own  genuine  glory  and  unfpeakable  fuUnefs.       ibid. 

He,  who  fets  up  his  fanftification  to  look  at,  to 
comfort  him ;  fets  up  that  which  will  ftrengthen 
his  doubts  and  fears.  Do  but  look  off  Chrift,  and, 
prefently,  like  Peter,  you  begin  to  fink  into  diftrefs, 
difcouragements  and  defpondency.  ibid. 

A  Chriftian  feldom  wants  comfort,  but  by  break- 
ing the  order  and  method  of  the  gofpel ;  i.  e.  by 
looking  upon  his  own  righteoufnefs,  inftead  of  look- 
ing off  to  the  petfed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  What 
is  this,  but  chufing  rather  to  live  by  candle-light, 
than  by  the  light  of  the  fun  ?  ibid. 

DESIRE. 

Of  a  fmall  handful!  of  outward  things,  I  am  ready 
to  fay,  it  is  enough.  But  that,  which  I  long  paf- 
fionately  for,  is,  a  large  heart-full  of  God  in 
Chrift.  Arrowfmitb. 

I  would  rather  utter  one  of  thofe  groans   the 

^poftle  fpeaks  of,  Rorn.  viii,   26.  than   (bed   Efau's 

tears,  have  Balaam's  prophetic  fpirit,  or  the  joy  of 

'the  ftony-ground  bearer.  Bofton. 
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DESERTS. 

Thy  deferts  are  hell,  wrath,  rejeftion ;  Chrift's 
deferts  are  life,  pardon,  acceptation.  If  God  hath 
Ihcwn  thee  the  former,  he  will  give  thee  the  latter. 

'      micox. 

DISAPPOINTMENTS. 

When  I  have  been  afked  to  fpend  an  afternoon 
with  gentlemen  of  a  learned  education,-  and  unquef- 
tionable  ingenuity,  I  have  fancied  myfelf  invited  to 
take  a  turn  in  fome  beautiful  garden,  where  I  exped:* 
ed  to  have  been  treated  with  a  fight  of  the  moft  de- 
licate flowers,  and  moft  amiable  forms  of  nature : 
whefi  to  my  furprize,  I  have  been  flicwn  nothing  but 
the  moft  wortlilefs  thiftles,  and  contemptible  weeds. 

Mr.  Hervey. 

Is  a  father  to  be  blamed,  for  ftriking  a  cup  of  poi- 
fon  out  of  his  child's  hand  ?  Or  God,  for  ftripping 
us  of  thofe  outward  comforts,  which  would  nm  away 
with  our  hearts  from  him  ?  Mr.  Madan, 

DISCRIMINATING    GRACE. 

By  nature,  there  is  no  difference  between  the  eleft 
and  reprobate.  Paul  was  as  bloody  a  perfecutor, 
as  Domitian,  or  Julian;  Zaccheus as unconfcionable 
and  covetous  a  worldling,  as  was  that  rich  glutton 
damned  to  hell.  The  cleft  and  reprobate,  before 
converting  grace  make  the  difference,  are  like  two 
men,  walking  in  one  journey,  of  one  mind,  and  one 
'  heart.  They  refemble  Elijah  and  Elifha,  walking 
and  talking  together,  when,  lo!  a  chariot  of  fire 
fuddenly  fevers  them ;  and  Elijah  is  rapt  up  into 
heaven,  while  Eliftia  is  left  behind  upon  earth.— So 
is  it,  when  God's  effeftual  calling,  quite  unlooked 
for,  comes  and  feparates  thofe  two,  who,  before, 
were  walking  together,  yea,  ranning  to  the  fame  ex- 
cefs  of  riot.  The  one  returns  back  to  the  Lord, 
from  whom  he  was  fallen  ^  while  the  other,   being 

himfelf 
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liimfelf  untouched  by  God,  marvels  that  his  former 
companion  hath  forfaken  him,  and  walks  on  ftill  in 
the  oldcourfe  of  his  fins,  to  his  final  condemnation. 

BifJ^op  Cowper. 

When  God  called  Paul,  he  found  him  a  pei^ecu-* 
tor.  Saul  was  feeking  his  father's  affes,  when 
Samuel  came  to  call  him  to  the  kingdom.  Peter 
and  Andrew  were  mending  their  nets ;  Matthew  was 
fitting  at  the  receipt  of  cuftom ;  when  Chrift  called 
them.  So,  when  we  do  enquire  of  our  own  con- 
fciences,  how  wc  were  employed,  when  the  Lord 
called  us  by  his  grace ;  we  fhall  find,  that  we  were 
employed  either  in  vain,  wicked,  or  worldly  things : 
fo  that  we  had  no  tnind  to  his  kingdom.  Let  the 
jJraife,  therefore,  of  our  calling,  be  referved  .to  the 
Lord  only.  i/?id. 

What  arc  all  the  vifible  impieties  in  this  world, 
but  fo  many  comments  on  the  depravity  of  our 
fallen  nature  ?  A  converted  perfonmay  fay,  "Lord, 
fuch  a  drunkard,  fuch  an  adulterer,  fuch  afodo- 
mite,  or  murderer,  &c.  was  cut  off  from  the  fame 
piece  that  I  was ;  and  only  free-grace  came  between 
us."  O  Chrift ian,  if  grace  hath  made  thee  white 
paper,  thou  weft  by  nature  as  a  very  dunghill-rag, 
as  the  filthi-eft  finner.  Cripplegate  Lectures, 

DISPUTES. 

In  glory,  all  religious  differences  and  <3ifputes  will 
forever  ceafe.  There  will  be  an  univerfal  ftiakingof 
hands,  in  heaven. 

Mr.  S.Wilkes  fin  converfaiion^  Dec,  23,  1769. 

DISC  RE  T  I  O  N. 

If  difcretion  fit  not  in  the  faddle,  to  rein  and 
bridle  in  thy  zeal,  thou  wilt  foon  be  hurried  over 
hedge  and  ditch,  until  thou  falleft  down  fome  pre- 
cipice, or  other,  by  thy  irregular  afting.         GurnalL 

DIVINE 
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D  I  V  I  N  E    L  I  G  H  T. 

The  things  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  difcovers,  arc 
no  other,  for  fubftance,  but  thofe  very  things  which 
are  contained  in  the  written  word:  only  he  affords, 
regenerate  perfons  clearer  light  to  difcern  them  by, 
than  they  had  before  converfion. — Turn  a  learned 
man  to  the  fame  author,  which  he  perufed  when  a 
youngftudentj  he  will  find  the  felf-famc  matter, 
but  fee  a  great  deal  further  into  it,  becaufe  he  hath 
now  got  further  light  and  knowledge.       Arrawfmithn 

DIVINE    GOODNESS. 

Created  goodncfs,  being  limited,  may  be  liable  t6 
fell  (bort.  Efau  might  have  fomewhat  to  plead,  for 
laying,  "Haft  thou  but  one  blefling,  O  my  fa- 
ther?" — But  divine  goodnefs  is  an  ocean,  that  hath 
neither  bank  nor  bottom.  Our  heavenly  Father 
hath  bleflings  referved,  as  well  as  beftowed. 

Arrowfmitb; 

DIVINE    POWER. 

Zion's  king  gets  no  fubjedls,  but  by  ftroke  of 
fword,  in  the  day  of  his  power.  None  come^  to 
bim,  but  fucha$  are  drawn  by  a  divine  hand. 

Bojlon: 

D  I  V  I  N  E    H  E  L  P.     - 

Divine  help  is  then  neareft,  when  our  mifery  is  at 
the  great  eft.  Man's  extremity  is  God^s  opportu- 
nity. When  Mordecai  is  thoroughly  humbled, 
Haman  (hall  be  hanged.  Dyer. 

DIVINE   SOVEREIGNTY.        - 

We  are,  in  God's  hand,  as  clay  in  the  hand  of  the 
potter.     Did  you  ever  know  z  potter  thank  a  veffel  , 
of  his  own  making,   for  its   beauty  or   ufefulnefs?^ 
Surely,  the  praife  is  due,  hot  to  the  pot,  but  to  the* 

potter. 
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potter.  In  a  ftill  infinite  higher  degree  is  the  whole 
praife  due  to  God,  for  the  graces  and  the  good  works, 
which  he  has  given  us. 

Mr.  Rowland  Hillf  London^  Augujl  30,  17  75* 

DOUBTS. 

Oh  trembling  believer !  if  Satan  (hould,  at  any 
time,  move  thee  to  doubt  of  thy  election,  anfwer 
him,  by  telling  hun,  that  he  was  never  of  God's 
cabinet-council.  Anon. 

Who  had  more  teftimonies  of  God's  favour,  thaa 
David  ?  Yet  was  he  fometimes  at  a  lofs,  not  only  to 
read,  but  even  to  fpell  his  evidences.  Gvrnatl. 

Unbelief  may,  perhaps,  tear  the  copies  of  the  co- 
venant, which  Chrift  hath  given  you :  but  he  ftill 
keeps  the  original,  in  heaven,  with  himfelf.  Your 
doubts  and  fears  are  no  parts  t)f  the  covenant ;  nei- 
ther can  they  change  Chrift.  Rutherfoord. 

1  have  queftioned,  whether  or  no  I  ever  knew  any 
thing  of  Chriftianity,  fave  the  letters  which  make  lap 
the  word.  ibid» 

Doubtings  are  your  fins :  but  they  are  alfo  the 
drugs  and  ingredients,  which  Chrift,  the  good  phyfi- 
cian,  makes  ufe  of,  for  the  curing  of  your  pride.  tUd. 

DUST. 

Art  not  thou  the  fon  of  Adam  ?  And  was  not  he 
the'  fon  of  duft  ?  And  was  not  that  duft  the  fon  of 
ixothing  ?  "  Why  art  thou  proud,  O  duft  ancl 
aflies  ?  fays  the  fon  of  Sirach,  Ecclus*  x.  9.  And 
Bernard  puts  this  excellent  queftion :  **  Cum  fis  burnt 
limus^  cur  non  es  humillimus  ?  Arrowftnith^ 

-  DUTIES. 

Take  up  all  duties,  in  point  of  performance  ;  and 
lay  them  down,  in  point  of  dependance.  Duty  can 
never  have  too  much  of  our  diligence,  nor  too  little 
of  our  confidence*  Dyer. 
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Be  ferious  and  exaft  in  duty,  having  the  weight 
of  it  upon  thy  heart :  but  be  as  much  afraid  of  tak- 
ing comfort  from  thy  duties  tbemfelves,  as  from  thy 
Sins.  Wilcox. 

They,  who  aft  in  the  path  of  duty,  and  depend 
on  the  power  of  God,  are  equally  fafe  at  all  times 
and  in  all  circum fiances :  no  lefs  fafe,  when  fur- 
rounded  by  enraged  enemies,  than  when  encircled 
by  kind  and  affiduous  friends.  Mr.  Newton, 

DYING     BEDS. 

Vifit  dying  beds  [efpecially,  of  faints],  and  de- 
ferted  fouls,  much.  They  are  excellent  fcholars  in 
experience.  IVilcox. 

Go  to  dying  beds ;  there  you  will  learn  the  true 
worth  of  deliverance  from  damnation  by  the  death 
of  Chrift.  Alk  fome  agonizing  friend  :  he,  and  he 
alone,  can  tell  you,  what  a  bleffing  it  is,  to  have  the 
king  of  terrors  converted  into  a  meflenger  of  peace. 

Heroey. 

EARLY    CONVERSION.^ 

If  I  could  lawfully  envy  any  body,  I  (hould  envy 
thofe  that  are  converted  to  God  in  their  youth. 
They  efcape  mUch  fin  and  forrowj  and  refemble 
Jacob,  who  carried  off  the  bleffing  betimes.       Anon. 

EFFICACY. 

The  lead  fight  of  Chrift  is  faving;  the  leaft  touch 
of  him  is  heahng.  Wilcox. 

EFFECTUAL    CALLING. 

EfFedlual  calling  is  the  middle  link,  in  the  undi- 
vidable  chain  of  falvation:  he  that  hath  it,  is  fure 
of  both  the  ends  [i.  e.  of  his  paft  predeftination  to 
life,  and  of  his  future  glorification,].  Our  calling  is 
the  manifeftation  of  our  fecret  eleftion,  and  a  fure 
fore-runner  of  glory :  being,  in  efFeft,  the  voice  of 
God,  telling  us,  beforehand,  that  he  will  glorify  us. 

B^.  Coivper. 
A% 
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As  the  bcft  way  when  you  are  on  the  main  land^ 
to  find  out  the  fea,  is  to  walk  by  a  river  that  runneth 
into  it ;  fo  he,  that  woulci  proceed  from  election  to 
glorification,  let  him  trace  his  calling,  which  is,  if 
I  may  fo  cxprefs  it,  a  river  flowing  out  of  the  brazen 
mountains  of  God's  eternal  eleftion,  and  running 
perpetually  upward,  until  it  enter  into  the  heaven 
of  heavens.  ibicL 

There,  is  much  the  fame  difference  between  elec- 
tion and  effedual  calling,  as  between  a  private  ma- 
nufcript  and  a  printed  book.  In  eleftion,  God,  as 
it  were,  wrote  and  entered  us  in  his  heavenly  regifter : 
but  it  is  ftill  kept  by  him,  and  none  know  the  con- 
tents, but  himfelf:  whereas,  in  effedual  calling, 
God,  as  it  were,  prints  off  a  flieet  of  the  book  of 
life,  and  publifhes  it,  and  makes  it  known  to  the 
fouh  GurnalL 

ELECTION. 

Eleftion  depends  on  God  alone ;  all  othei"  bleflings, 
upon  eleftion :  faith  Heinfius.  **  Catera  pendent  ab 
eleSlione ;  eUElio  a  Deo.^^  Arrowfmith. 

Election  having  once  pitched  upon  a  man,  it  will 
find  him  out,  and  call  him  home,  wherever  he  be. 
It  called  Zaccheus  out  of  accurfed  Jericho  j  Abra- 
ham, out  of  idolatrous  Ur  of  the  Chaldeans ;  Nico- 
demus,  and  Paul,  from  the  college  of  the  Pharifees, 
Chrift's  fworn  enemies;  Dionyfius,  and  Damaris, 
out  of  fuperftitious  Athens.  In  whatfoever  dung- 
hills God's  jewels  are  hid,  eleftion  will  both  find 
them  outj  and  fetch  them  out.  ibid* 

Prove  your  converfion,  and  you  need  not  doubt 
of  your  eledlion.  Mr.  Jofeph  Allein. 

It  was  well  faid,  by  fir  Francis  Bacon,  that  "  old 
wood  is  befl:  to  burn ;  old  friends  befl:  to  truft ;  and 
old  books  beft  to  read."  What  vafl:  value  do 
fcholars  put  upon  an  ancient  manufcript !  Doubtlefs, 
the  oldeft  of  all  manufcripts  is  the  Book  of  Life ; 
and  the  writing  our  names  the;'ein,  the  firft-born  of 

all 
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all  God's  favours.  If  Gcxi  fets  a  value  on  the  firft- 
fruits  of  our  fervice^,  how  careful  (hould  we  be  to 
magnify  the  firft-fruits  of  his  goodnefs  ?  If  old  char- 
ters be  of  fo  great  efteem,  as  they  are,  in  the  world ; 
what  an  immenfe  eftimate  (hould  we  fet  upon  the 
moft  ancient  ms^na  charta  of  our  eternal  cleftion, 
having  this  feal,  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are 
his  !  ibid. 

It  ,is  a  good  faying  of  Auflin  ;  **  Intra  mmdimfaSlt 
fumusy  ante  mundtm  eleBi  fumus ;"  We  were  made 
within  the  world,  but  chofen  before  it.  ii?id. 

The  Lamb's  book  of  life  (fo  named,  becaufe 
Jefus  ftands  there  enrolled  at  the  head  of  it,  as  the 
head  of  all  the  eleft,  and  as  the  captain  of  that  fal- 
ration  to  which  they  were  chofen)  is  a  book  of  love. 
*^  Behold  my  fervant,  whom  I  have  chofeli ;  my 
beloved,  in  whom  myJbul  is  well  pleafed."  It  was 
fo  faid,  of  Chrift ;  and  may  be  applied  to  all  the 
eleft,  in  their  meafure.  Hence  Paul  ftyles  the  Thef- 
falonians,  "  Beloved  of  the  Lord ;  becaufe  God  had 
chofen  them  unto  falvation."  And  God  himfelf 
exprefles  the  eleftion  of  Jacob,  by  "  Jacob  have  I 
loved :"  to  (hew,  that  free  love  on  God's  part  is  the 
fource  and  foundation  of  this  favour.  ibid. 

If  that  faying  of  the  Stoics  be  true,  "  In  fapientum 
decretis  nulla  efi  litura^*  u  e.  in  the  decrees  of  wife 
men  there  can  bje  no  blotting  nor  blurring;  how 
much  more  may  it  be  afferted  concerning  the  de-. 
crees  of  the  infinitely  wife  God  ?  If  it  became  Pilate 
to  fay,  What  I  h^ve  written,  I  have  written ;  it  would 
certainly  mif^become  the  great  and  immutable  God 
to  blot  fo  much  as  any  one  (ingle  name  out  of  the 
Lamb's  book  of  life,  written  by  himfelf  before  the 
world  was.  We  may  reft.  a(rured,  that  this  book' 
will  admit  of  no  deleatur,  nor  of  any  expurgatory 
index.  ibid. 

.  As,  in  military  affairs,  commanders  have  their 
muftef-roUs,  wherein  are  contained  the  names  of  all 
the  foldiers  they  have  lifted  :  whence  the  phrafe,  con- 

fcribtrt 
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Jcribere  milites;  and  in  common-wealths,  there  are 
regifters  kept,  wherein  are  recorded  the  names  of 
fuch  as  are  chofen  to  offices  of  truft  and  preferment  | 
yrhcnce  the  title  of  pa&es  confcripti,  given  to  the  Ro- 
man fenators :  fo  the^  cpndefcenrfion  of  Scripture, 
which  fpeaks  of  God  after  the  manher  of  men/ 
afcribes  to  him  a  book  of  life,  wherein  it  reprefents 
a  legible  writing  and  regiilering  of  the  names  of  all 
thofe  perfons,  whom  he  hath  irjcverfibly  predefti- 
nated  to  life  everlafting.  .    ihid. 

Yoiir  eleilion  will  be  known,  bv  yotir  intercft  in 
Chrift ;  and  your  intereft  in  Cbriit,  by  the  fandifi- 
catiqn  of"th^  fplrit.  Thete  is  ^  chainiof  falvation  : 
the  beginning  of  it  is  from  the  Father  j  the  difpenfa- 
tion,  through  the  Sonj  the  application^  by  the  Spirit. 
In  looking  after  the  comfort  of  cleftion,  you  muft 
look  inward  to  the  work  of  the  fpirit  in  your  hearts; 
then  outward  to  the  work  of  Chrift  oxithecrofs; 
then  upward,  to  the  heart  of  the  Father  in  heaven. 

Mr.  Samuel  Clark. 

By  a  work  of  grace  in  thee,  thou  mayeft  as  furely 
know  thou  art  elefted,  as  if  thou  hadft  ftood  at 
God^s  elbow,  when  he  wrote  thy  name  in  the  book 
of  life,  ^  ^  GurnalL 

'  Before  you  gO  to  the  Univerfity,  you  ought  to  go 
to  fchool.  Do  not  meddle  with  eleftion  and  pre* 
deftination,  until  you  have  experienced  fomething 
of  divine  grace  in  your  effedtual  vocation. 

Afcribed  to  Mr.  Bradford,  the  martyr. 

Let  us  take  thofe  words,  Rom.  viii.  30.  which 
tvay  we  will ;  let  us  read  them  backwards  or  for- 
wards; they  tell  us,  that  ckftion,  and  falvation, 
both  initial  and  final,  are  undivided,  and  infepar- 
ably  united  together.  Mr.  Sladen* 

In  every  congregation,  where  the  faithful  word 
Is  preached,  there  are  fome  who  belong  to  the 
eledion  of  grace,  [and  are  either  to  be  called  of 
comforted.]  »  ibid^ 

Vol.  IV.  (21.)  Bb  The 
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The  evidence,  of  our  eledion,  is  in  time;  tha 
decree  itfelf  is  from  eternity.  ibid. 

EMPLOYMENT. 

Some  employments  may  be  better  thnn  others ; 
but  there  is  no  employment  fo  bad,  as  the  having 
none  at  all :  the  mind  will  contraft  a  ruft,  and  an 
unfit  nefs  for  every  good  thing  j  and  a  man  miift  either 
fill  up  his  time  with,  good,  or  at  leaft  innocent  bufi-  ' 
*nefs,  or  it  will  run  to  the  worft  fort  of  wafte,  to  fin 
ai;d  vice.  Anon. 

ENCOURAGEMENT. 

In  all  doublings,  fears,  and  ftorms  of  confcience, 
look  at  Chrift  continually. '  Do  not  argue  it  with 
Satan  ;  but  fend  him  to  Chrift  for  an  anfwer.  ffllrox. 

There  are,  in  heaven,  m&ny  thoufands  of  as  rich 
monuments  of  mercy,  as  ever  thou  canft  be.  The 
greateft  firtner  did  never  furpafs  the  grace  of  Chrift. 

ibid. 
'  Throughout  the  whole  Scripture,  there  is  not  one 
ill  word  againft  a  poor  firiner  who  is  ftfipt  of  his  felf- 
rlghteoufnefs.  'Nay,  the  Scripture  expfefsly  points 
out  fuch  a  man  as  the  fubjedt  of  gofpel-graccj  and 
none  elfe.  ibid. 

ENJOYMENTS. 

To  a,  lively  believer,  who  enjoys  continual  fellow- 
fliip  with  God,  evejydayis  a  labbath,  and  every 
meal  a  facrament.      .  AJaying  of  the  late  Mr  tiervey. 

ERROR. 

Believers  are  not,  afterwards,  the  worfe  for  having 
been  once  Arminians.  They  are  the  better  qualifi- 
ed, when  God  has  brought  them  out  of  darknefs 
^nci  bondj^e,  to  difcern  and  defeat  the  fophiftry  of 
,  tl)ofe  errors^  wherewith  they  themfelves  have  been 
deluded.     Juft  as  a  pcrfon,  who  has  been  prifoner 
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in  an  enemy*6  country,  can,  when  begets  away,  turn 
his  knowledge  to  the  advantage  of  himfelf,  4and  the 
bfetter  annoyance  of  his  adverfaries. 

Mr.Tozer,  in  conver/aiifm^  DtSiz,  lj6g* 

ESTIMATE; 

A  ragged  faint  is  deardr  to  God^  than  a  glitterihg 
femperor  that  is  without  grace;  jinoni 

E  T  E  R  NIT  Y. 

^0  wofldly  thing  feems  greats  tc  hiiii  thit  hiiriiis 
eternity.  'Richar^on. 

EVANGELICAL   OBEDIENCE. 

The  law  [rightly  Undetftood]  will  not  foffer  you 
to  conflder  thb  moft  confcientious  courfe  of  obedi- 
ence in  any  other  iight,'thah  as'a  teilimony  that  you 
believe,  with  godly  finccrity,  the  delightful  truth* 
that  J^fiis  purged  awajr  your  fins  by  the  facrifice  of 
himfelf :  for  which  un{|)eakable  benefit,  yoti  love 
him,  you  keep  his  commandments,  yoU  abhor  thofe 
iniquities  which  made  him  groan  and  bleed  and 

die*  Venn. 

*nd 

E  V  i  £)  £  K  C  E  S. 

File  Up  thvold  receipts,  which  thoti  >haft  had 
from  God,  teftifying  the  parddn  of  thy  finsi  Th^re 
tire  fome  feftival  days,  when  God  Cotiles  forth*  cloath- 
cd  with  the  robes  of  his  mer(^,  and  holds  forth  thd 
fceptre  of  his  grace  inore  familiarly,  to  his  children* 
than  6rdinary ;  bearing  witnefs  to  their  faith,  &Ci 
Theri  the  firmattterit  is  Cllcar,  and  not  a  cloud  to  be 
feen,  to  ddrken.the  Chriftian's  cornforts*  Love  and 
joy  are  the  foUl's  repaft  and  paftime,  while  this  feaft 
i'afts.  Now,  when  God  withdraws^  and  this  chear  is 
taken  off,  Satan*s  work  is,  how  to  wear  out  the  re- 
ttiembranceand  certainty  of  thefe  fweet  evidences ^ 
it  behoves  the?,  therefore^  to  lay  up  thy  writings 
fafcly.  Such  a  teftimony  may  fervcio  iidii-fuit  thy 
Bb  2  accufer 
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accufer  many  years  hence.  One  affirmative,  from 
God*s  mouth,  for  thy  pardoned  ftate,  carries  more 
weight,  though  of  an  old  date,^  than  a  thoufand  ne- 
gatives from  Satan*s.  Gurnall. 

If  Satan  haunts  thee  with  fears  of  thy  fpiritual 
eftate,  ply  thee  to'  the  throne  of  grace,  and  beg  a 
new  copy  of  thy  old  evidence  which  thou  haft  loft. 

The  original  is  in  the  pardon-office  in  heaven, 
whereof  Chrift  is  mafter.  Thy  name  is  on  record 
in  that  court.  Make  thy  moan  to  God.  Hear  what 
news  from  heaven,  rather  than  liften  to  the  tales 
which  are  brought  by  thine  enemy  from  hell.  Can 
you  expeft  truth  from  a  liar,  or  comfort  from  an 
adveffdty  ?  Did  the  devil  ever  prophefy  well  of  be- 
lievers? ibid. 

:  EVENTS. 

Duties  are  our*s  :  Events  are  the  Lord's.  When 
we  go  to  meddle  with  events,  and  to  hold  a  court 
(as  It  were)  upon  God's  providence,  and  to  alk  him, 
•'  How  wilt  thou  do  this,  or  that  ?"  Faith  then  be- 
gifts  to  lofe  ground.  We  have  nothing  to  do  there. 
It  is  our  part,  to  let  the  Almighty  exercife  his  own 
office,  and  fteer  his  owi?,1ielm.  There  is  nothing 
left  us,  but  to  fee  how  we  may  be  approved  of  him, 
and  how  we  may  roll  the  weight  of'  our  weak  fouls 
(in  well  doing)  upon  him  who  is  God  omnipotent: 
and  when  what  we  thus  purfue,  mifcarries,  it  (hall 
neither  be  our  fin,  nor  our  crofs. 

EVIL    MEN. 

It  is  better  to  have  the  praife  of  evil  men's  hatred, 
than  the  fcandal  of  their  love  and  approbation. 

Mafiion. 

EXAMINATION. 

It  is  of  the  hrgheft  importance,  that  you  examine 
yourfeif,  where  the  ftrefs  of  your  dependance,  for 
the  goodof  your  foul,  is  placed.     To  what  foun* 

.  '    tain 
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tain  are  you  looking,  for  parclon  and  ftrength,  for 
comfort,  fapdlification  [and  falvation  ?]  Whether  to 
your  own  good  purpoles  and  endeavours,  to  your 
own  prayers,  meditations,  and  good  qualities ;  or  to 
that  inexhauftible  treafury  [of  grace  and  glory, 
which]  God  has  provided  for  poor,  hclplefs,  guilty 
men,  in  the  perfon,  [blood,  righteoufnefs,  and  in- 
terceffion]  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ?  Fenn. 

,Meafure  not  thy  graces  by  the  attainments  of 
others,  but  by  Scripture-trials^  fVilcox. 

EXAMPLE.  • 

A  believer's  holy  deportment  often  gives  a  check 
to  the  fins  of  others.  The  profane  ftand  in  awe, 
when  grace  comes  forth,  and  fits,  like  a  ruler  in  the 
gate,  to  be  feen  of  all  that  pafs  by;  GwnalL 

EXPECTATION. 

'  He,  in  whom  ye  truft,  O  believers,  is  a  great  God, 
and  loves  to  4o  all  things  lilte  himfejf.  Wherefore, 
look  for  great  things  from  him  ;  great  affiftances ; 
great  enlargements;  great  deliverances;  yea,  the 
forgiving  of  great  fins,  and  the  great  gift  of  a  great 
lalvation,  Anowjmitb. 

We  often  come  off  better  than  we  expedt,  and 
alwayi  better  than  we  deferve. 

Mrs.  Green  (ofChelfea)^  March  8,  1770. 
The  Chriftian  hath  fuch  an  harveft  of  glory  aod 
happinefs  coming,  as  will  never  be  fully  got  in.     It 
will  be  always  reaping-time,  in  heaven. 

Cripplegate  LeSures. 

EXPERIENCES. 

In  alj  the  experiences  of  the  faints,  there  is  an 
univcrfal  onenefs,  and  yet  a  beautiful  variety. 

Mr.  David  Ferme^  Aug.  7,  1769,  in  conver/ati^n. 

When  a  pump  is  dry,  a  pail  of  water,  thrown  into 

it^  will  fetch  it  again.    If  your  foul  is  in  a  dry,  cold 

B  b  3  frame. 
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frame,  get  a  lively  Chriftian  to  telj  you  bis  experi^ 
cnce :  the  l^re  wiU^  probjably,  catch  from  his  heart 
to  yoiff's,  Mr.  Byhnd^  Jufy  y,  ijf^s^* 

EXTREMITY- 

When  thou  art  at  the  great  eft  pinch,  ftrength 
(hall  come*  When  the  kft  handful  of  meal  wa^ 
dreiSng,  then  was  fhe  prophet  fent  to  keep  the  wi- 
dow's houfe*  Giifrnalf^ 

FAITH. 

It  is  the  proper  nature  of  feith,  to  iflue  itfelf  in  the 
admiration  of  that  which  is  infinite.  Jh.  QwifUt 

Faith  is,  thought  of  it's  objciSk ;  who  is  Chrift, 
with  truft  in  him,  or  dependanc^  ^pqn  hipa,  for  life 
and  falvation^  tinder  a  coayi<5tion  of  our  mifery  and 
helplefsnefs  in  ourfelves .        Mr.  Brine  againfi  Johnjm^ 

Pride  and  unbelief  will  pvit  you  on  feeing  fome-: 
what  in  yourfelf  firft ;  but  ^ith  wjU  hayg  to  ^o  vrith 
none  but  Chrift.  WilcoT^^  ^ 

Faith  takes  God  at  his  word,,  and  depends  upon 
h'm  for  the  whole  of  falvation.  God  is  good,  and 
therefore  he  will  not,  be  is  true  and  faitbfvil,  therds 
for^  he  cannot,  deceive  me.  I  belieyc,  th^t  he  ipeaks 
as  lie  means,  and  will  do  what  he  fays  ;  for  which 
reafon,  let  me  be  ftrpng  in  faith,  giving  honour  tq 
Gocii  and  rejoice  with  joy  ^nfpeakablf  and  full  of 
glorj\  ^yUm^. 

Vigorous  f^ith  is  not  governed  by  fenfible  appear- 
ances. It  looks  through  all  the  terrifying  afpedts  of 
things,  to  an  invifible,  ever  prefeht  Godja  God, 
who  pas  left  nothing  to  an  after- thoi^ght  in  his  de- 
cree§,  nor  is  jsver  a  moment  too  late  in  his  aftions. 

'  m. 

Happy  map,  wbofof^ver  thou  art,  that  can'ft  look, 
by  an  eye  of  taith,  at  the  gofpel,  as  the  charter  of 
thy  liberties ;  at  the  condemning  law,  as  cancelled 
by  thy  furety  9  at  the  earth,  as  the  footftoo^  of  thy 
father's  throne  j  ft  heavenj,  as  the  portal  of  thy  fa- 
^         '  '  ther's 


Excellent  Pajfagesjirom  emtnekt  Perfons.       379 

ther's  houfe;  at  all  the  creatures,  in  heaven  and 
earth,  as  an  heir  is  wont  to  look  at  his  father's  fer- 
yants,  and  which  are  therefore  his,  fo  far  as  he  fliall 
need  them;  according  to  that,  "  All  are  your*s,  for 
ye  are  Chrift's,  and  Chrift  is  God's."       Arrowfmithi 

Faith  can  fupport,  vvhen  nature  (brinks  ;  faith  can 
call  God  father,  wheh  be  frowns ;  and  make  fome 
difcovery  pf  a  fun,  through  the  darkeft  cloud,     ibid*^ 

Faith  and  love  are  the  ,two  arms,  and  the  two 
eyes,  without  which,  Chrift  can  neither  be  feen,  nor 
embraced.  ibid. 

F^ith  only  can  find  out  God,  though  not  to  per- 
f^dtion,  yet  to  falvation,  ibid* 

5in  is  that,  which  interpofeth  itfelf  bet\yeen  the 
fou^,  and  the  light  of  God's  countenance.  ]?ut, 
^^^ether  i$  be  a  flender  mift,  or  a  thick  cloud  ;  an 
infirmity,  or  a  rjebellion  ;  th^.  fun  of  righteoufnefs^ 
eyed  by. faith,  can  aiid  will  di^el  it,  fo  as  to  malcQ 
it  vanifli,  ""  ibid. 

The  t\yo.  conclV^its  of  faith  ai;id  love,  being  lain 
from  the  Cbriftian's  foyl  to  the  fountain  of  living 
waters,  fetch  in  from  thence  a  daily  fupply  of 
fuch  grace,  as  will  certainly  end  in  a  fulnefs  of 
glory.  "  _  ibid. 

Faith  is  the  foul's  going  out  of  itfelf  for  all  [it 
wants].  Bojton. 

Faith  empties  the  heart  of  fin,  and  fills  it  up  with 
grace.  Anon. 

It  is  grace,  the  grace  of  faith  in  the  heart,  that 
puts  a  difference  between  the  Abba  Father  of  the 
faint,  and  the  Ave.Mary  of  a  Papift.  ibid. 

Prefumptipn  is  heart-whole  :  but  faith  hath  a  fenfe 
of  ficknefs,  and  looketh  to  the  promifes;  and,  look- 
ing to  Chrift  therein,  is  glad  to  fee  a  known  face.   « 

Ruiherfoord. 

The  ufe  of  faith  now  (having  already  clofed  with 

Chrift  for  juftification),  is,  to  take  out  a  copy  of 

your  pardon  :  .and  fo  you  come  to  have  peace  \yith 

Go^^      For,  fince  faith  apprehends  pardon,    but 

B  b  4  never 
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iicvcr  pays  a  penny  for  it ;  no  marvel,  that  felvation 
does  not  die  and  live,  ^bb  Of  flow,  with  the  work- 
ing of  faith,  ibid. 

The  Chriftian  muft  truft  in  a  withdrawing  God. 
The  bolflnefs  oif  faith  ventures  into  God -s  prefencc, 
as  Efther  into  Ahafuerus's,  when  no  fraile  is  %o  t>c 
feen  on  his  face,  no  golden  fceptre  of  the  promife 
perceived  by  the  (bul.  Yea,  faith  trufts,  not  only 
jn  a  withdrawing,  but  in  a  killing  God.  Now,  for 
a  foul  to  make  it's  approaches  unto  God,  by  a  rer 
cumbency  of  faith,  even  while  God  feems  to  fire  up* 
on  it,  an4  Ihoot  his  frowns  like  envenomed  arrows 
into  it,  is  hard  work,  and  will  try  the  Chriftian  to 
purpoie.  Yet,  fuch  a  mafculine  fpirit  we  find  iii 
that  poor  woman  of  Canaan ;  who  (as  it  were)  took 
up  the  bullets  which  Chrift  (hot  at  her,  and,  with 
an  humble  boldnefs  of  faith,  fent  them  back  again 
to  him  in  her  prayers,  Ifai.  1.  i©.-:-Job  xiii.  15. 

OurnalK 

True  faith  is  of  a  working,  ftirrin^,  livrfy  nature. 
Fiiiis  pingurfcii  operibus^  faith  Luther.  Faith  is,  in 
fomc  lort,  nourished  by  an  holy  life.  As  the  flefli, 
which  clothes  the  frame  of  man's  body,  though  it 
receives  it's  heat  from  the  vitals  within,  yet  con- 
duces to  preferve  the  very  life  of  thofe  vitals  [by  a 
kindly  reciprocation  of  influence]  ;  fo,  works  evan- 
gelically good,  and  a6tions  truly  gracious,  though 
ti^ey  have  their  life  from  faith,  are  yet  powerful  helps 
to  maintain  the  liyelinefs  pf  faith.  We  fometimes 
fee  a  child  nurfmg  the  parent  that  bor«  him,  and 
therein  he  performs  but  his  duty.  ibid. 

Faith  in  Jefus»is  the  truft  and  alliance  of  the  heart 
on  him,  for  help  and  deliverance.  Venn. 

The  efTence  of  faith  is,  an  unfeigned,  humble  de- 
pendance  upon  and  fubmiflion  to  the  righteoufnefs 
of  God,  as  accounted  or  given  to  us  5  and  that  not 
of  debt,  bqt  gf  grace.  ibid. 

A  bafe  fufpicion,  of  falvation  by  faith  being  pre- 
judicial to  <:he  interefts  of  virtue,  is  hardly  ever  to  be 

rooted 
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rooted  out  of  the  minds  of  men,  until  they  experi- 
ence the  power  of  faith  in  fome  degree  themfelves^ 

Faith,  though  it  may  be  weak  and  imperfeft,  in- 
(lead  of  ex^ilting  itfclf  figaipft  the  juftice  of  God,  and 
ftandingbefore  him  in  the  confidence  of>  lie,  puts 
all  from  itfelf,  and  gives  the  whole  glory  of  our  fal-^ 
vatioq  where  it  is  due,  -  iMJ^ 

FEAR. 

Herod  feared  John,  and  did  many  things.  Had 
he  feared  God,  he  would  h(ive  laboured  to  have  done 
every  thing.  Gu  nail 

He  th^t  liv^i^  without  f^ar,  fliall  die  without 
hope,  Pyer. 

F  E  L  I  C  I  T  Y. 

Such  is  the  pmnipotency  of  our  God,  that  be 
f:an  and  doth  mak^,  to  his  eted,  four  fweet,  and 
mifery  felicity,  Mr.  Pbilfot^  the  martyr. 

FELLOWSHIP    WITH   GOb. 

Although  believing  fouls  have,  i  here,  fellow(bip 
with  Gpd  m  Chrift,  fufficient  to  flay  their  ftomachs, 
as  at  a  breakfaft ;  yet  that  degree  of  fruition  is  want« 
ing,  which  will  fatisfy  them  lolly,  as  at  a  feaft  fupe* 
xior  to  that  of  ordinances,  Arrowfmitb, 

FOOL. 

Give  me  a  man  as  full  of  policy,  as  was  Achito- 
phel ;  as  eloquent,  as  Tertullus  5  and  as  learned,  as 
the  Athenians  were  in  St.  Paul's  time  :  yet,  if,  with 
Achitophel,  he  plot  againft  the  people  of  God ;  if, 
with  Tertullus,  he  have  the  poifon  of  afps  under  his 
lips;  and,  with  the  Athenians,  be  given  to  fuperfti- 
tion ;  for  all  his  policy,  eloquence,  and  learnmg,  I 
Am  bold  to  call  him,  in  Scripture-language,  a  fool. 

Arrowfmitb, 

FORBEAR. 


FORBEARANCE. 

If  a  dog  bark  at  a  (heep,  the  flieep  will  not  bark 
tgaiQ  at  the  dog.  ^  -  Dodd. 

FORMS    OF    PRAYER. 

Scnf?  of  want  mak^  us  eloquent.  The  true  rea* 
fon,  why  books  of  prefcribed  forms  of  prayer  paf^ 
through  fo  many  editions,  is,  becaufe  the  convincing 
influence  of  God's  fpirit  paffes  through  fo  few  hearts. 

Mr.  MaJoMj  Dec.  28^  1769* 

FRAILTY. 

It  IS  man's  frailty,  to  fall :  but  it  is  the  property 
of  the  devil's  child  to  He  ftill.    Mr,  PhilpcU  tb<^  martyr. 

FRIENDSHIP. 

Moft  m^n  look  upon  their  friends,  as  th^y  do  ijp- 
^n  their  fun-dials ;  only  when  the  fun Jhines.   Dyer. 

Fricndftiip  is  an  union  of  fpirits;  a  marriage,  as 
it  were,  of  hearts  j  and  virtue  is  the  golden  hinge  on 
which  it  turns.  ^non^ 

FREE    GRACE. 

Every  thing  is  within  the  reach  of  free  grace;  but 
iiothing  is  within  the  reach  of  free-will. 
Mr.  Ambrofe  Serle^  in,  comjerjation^  at  Broad  Hembury^ 

Aug.2T.  1773. 

F  R  E  E'  -  W  I  L  L. 

In  its  bpft  eftate,'  free-will  was  but  a  weather-cock, 
which  turned  at  the  breath  of  a  ferpent's  tongue. 
It  m^de  a  bankrupt  of  our  father  Adam ;  it  pulled 
down  the  houfe,  and  fold  the  land,  and  fent  all  the 
children  to  beg  their  bread:  Rutberfoord^ 

That  Saviour,  whicli  natural  free-will  can  appre- 
hend, is  but  a  natural  Saviour,  a  Saviour  of  man's 
oyvn  making:  not  the  Father's  Chrift;  not  Jefus, 
the  Son*  of  the  Living  God;  to  whom  none  can 

-^come, 
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fome,  without  the  Father's  drawings  Johi?  vi,  44,46. 

The  opinion  of  free-will,  fo  cried  up  by  fome, 
ivili  be  eafily  confuted  (as  it  is  by  Scripture)  in  the 
heart  which  has  had  any  fpiritual  dealingswith  Jefus 
Chrift,  refpefting  the  application  qf  his  meritSt  and*  - 
fubjeftion  to  his  righteoufnefs,  itnd^' 

FULL    ASSXjkANCE. 

The  full  aflurance  of  faith  confifts  in  a  feeling  ap-^ 
plication  to  Chriil,  or  taking  Chrift  to  my felf:  being' 
perfuaded,  that,  by  God's  free  gi&,  Je(u&  Chrift  is 
mine ;  that  \  Ihall  furely  have  life  and  falvatiba  )pj 
him,  a  lifeof  holineis  and  alifeof  happinefs;^dthat, 
whatever  Chrift  did  and  fufPered  for  the  reaeqiptipa 
of  any  one  of  the  hum^n  race,  he  did  tl^e  fame  for 
ine ;  he  did  and  fpffered  as  much  for  me,  as  for  any 
foul  in  all  the  creation  of  God.  Mr.  Rylana^^ 

The  full  afHirance  of  faith  triumphs  over  all  bafe 
{bfpicions  of  God's  fidelity  to  his  promifes.  It  difr 
dains  the  vile  imagination  of  God's  being  fickle  in 
bis  purpofts,  or  faTfe  to  his  word.  Faith  meets  God 
in  the  Bible,  eye  to  eye,  and  heart  to  heart.  The 
aftings  of  the  believer's  foul  correfoond  to  the  tender 
^ndgei^erpqs  actings  of  God's  foul  in  Scripture-^ 
promifes,  ibid^^ 

GIFTS. 

A  believer  has  not  fo  much  to  boaft  of,  as  a  com^ 
mon  beggar.     He  that  gives  to  a  beggar,  gives  hina^ 
a  bare  jjlms  only ;  whereas  God  gives  his  people  bqth 
Chrift's  righteoufricfs  to  juftify  them,  and  alfo  the 
hand  of  faith  by  which  they  receive  it.  Pdrr. . 

God  can  give  us  no  greater  gift  than  hii^ifelf.  We, 
may  fay,  as  one  faid  to  Cefar,  "  This  is  too  great  a 
gift  for  me  to  receive."—"  But  it  is  not  top  great, 
tor  rue  to  give,"  anfwered  Cefar.  Dyer^ , 
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GLORY  OF   GOD. 

Such  as  do  not  truly  know  God,  can  never  fin- 
cercly  aim  at  the  glory  of  God,  in  what  they  do. 
For,  what  I  do  not  know,  I  cannot  love ;  what  I  do 
not  love,  I  cannot  defire;  what  I  do  not  defire,  I  can 
never  intend.  And,  therefore,  if  I  do  not  know 
God,  I  can  never  intend  his  glory  in  my  aftions : 
and  if  1  do  not  intend  his  glory  in  my  adions,  I  fin 
vpon  that  very  account,  becaufc  I  do  not  intend  bis 
glory.  Anon. 

GLORIFICATION. 

There  are  three  degrees  of  glorification.  The 
jfirftis  in  this  life ;  and  that  b,  our  fan<Sification,  or 
transformation  into  the  glorious  image  of  God.— 
The  fecond  is,  in  the  hour  of  death  j  when  our  fouJs 
are  beginning  to  be  brought  to  a  nearer  union  with 
Jefus. — The  third  will' be  in  the  laft  day,  when  both 
foul  and  body  fhall  be  glorified  together :  which  is 
the  higheft  ftep  of  Solomon's  throne,  and  to  which 
we  mull  afcend  by  the  former  degrees.    Bf.  Cowper^ 

G        O        D. 

Small  Jacob  fhall  arife,  Amos  vii,  5,  and  that  be* 
caufe  Jacob*s  God  is  great.  Arrowfmiih. 

O  God,  thou  art  my  fun  :  thebeft  of  creatures  are 
but  ftars,  deriving  the  luftrc,  they  have,  from  thee. 
Did  not  thy  light  make  day  in  my  heart,  I  fliould, 
amidft  all  things  elfe,  languifh  in  a  perpetual  night 
cfdiflatisfaftion.  ibid. 

'  God  is  called  a  rock,  to  teach,  us,  that,  as  this 
continues  ftedfaft  arid  immoveable,  while  the  whole 
iurrounding  ocean  is  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  fluftua- 
tion ;  fo,  though  all  the  creatures  of.  God,  from  th^ 
loweft  to  the  very  higheft  of  the  intelligent  kind,  are 
fubjeft  to  change ;  capable  of  new  additions,  with 
refpeft  to  their  knowledge,  their  power,  or  their 
bleffednefs ;  God  alone  is  abfolutely  the  fame,  ycfter- 
day,  to-day,  and  forever.  ^      Mr.  Fenn. 

GOp 
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GOD    FOR    A    PORTION. 

.  A  Chriftian  cannot  fay,  I  have  an  eftate  in  the 
world,  and  I  fliall  have  it  forever;  but  every  Chrif* 
tian  may  fay,  I  have  God  for  my  portion,  and  I 
lliall  have  him  forever.  Jnon. 

GOD    A   SUPPORTER. 

God  brings  his  grace  into  the  heart  by  conqtieft* 
Now,  as  in  a  conquered  city,  though  fome  yield  and 
become  true  fubjefts  to  the  conqueror ;  yet  others 
plot,  how  they  may  (hake  off  the  yoke  :  and  there- 
fore, the  fame  power,  which  won  it  at  firft,  is  re* 
quifite  to  keep  it.  The  Chriftian  hath  an  unregene- 
ratepart,  which  is  difcontented  at  this  new,  fuperna* 
tural  change  in  the  foul :  fo  that,  if  God  fliould 
not  continually  reinforce  this  his  new-planted  colony 
of  graces  in  the  heart,  the  very  natives  (I  mean,  the 
corruptions)  that  are  left,  would  come  out  of  their 
dens  and  holes,  where  they  lie  lurking,  and  eat  up 
all  the  grace,  which  the  holieft  perfon  on  earth  is 
poffeft  of :  it  would  be  as  bread  to  thefe  devourers\ 

GurnaU.- 

From  whence  come  the  fweet  confolations  of 
grace  ?  What  friend  fends  them  in  ?  They  are  de-' 
rived,  not  from  my  own  ciftern,  nor  from  any  crea- 
ture. It  is  my  God  that  hath  been  here,  and  left 
this  delightful  perfume  of  comfort  behind  him  in  my 
bofom :  my  God,  who  has,  unawares  to  me,  filled 
my  fails  with  the  gales  of  his  fpirit,  and  brought  me 
off  the  flats  of  my  own  deadnefs,  where  I  lay  aground. 
'  O!  it  is  his  fweet  fpirit,  that  held  my  head  aod 
flayed  my  heart,  in  fuch  an'  affliftion,  or  fuch  a 
temptation :  elfe,  I  had  funk  away,  in  a  fainting  fit 
of  unbelief. — How  can  this  chuie  but  endear  God 
to  a  gracious  foul.  ,   ibid. 

He,  that  hath   God's   heart,  (hall  not  want  his 

arm.    [Whom  G<Jd  loves,  he  futtains,  protcfts,  and 

guides.]  .    :  *    .       •      .  ■     r  ibid. 

•  '  ♦•  *^  The 
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The  Chriftian,  when  fulleft  of  divine  communica« 
tions,  is  but  a  glafs  without  a  foot:  he  cannot 
ftand/  nor  hold  what  he  has  received,  any  longer 
than  he  is  held  in  the  ftrong  hand  of  God.  ibid* 

Indwelling-grace  is,  in  this  life,  but  weak  j  like  a 
kiiig  in  the  cradle :  which  gives  advantage  to  Satan 
to  carry  on  his  plots  more  ftrongly,  to  the  dif- 
turbance  of  this  young  king's  reign  in.  the  foul. 
Yea,  he  would  put  an  end  to  the  war,  in  the  ruin 
of  the  believer's  grace,  did  not  God  take  the  Chrif- 
tian into,  his  own  guardianChip  ^nd  proteftion.    ibid. 

As  a  father,  when  the  way  is  rugged  and  difficulty 
gives  his  child  his  arm  to  hold  byj  fo  doth  God 
reach  forth  his  almighty  power,  for  his  faints 
to  exercife  their  faith  upon.  ibid* 

As  when  a  child  travels  in  his  father's  company, 
all  is  paid  for,  but  the  father  himfelf  carries  the 
purfe;  fo  the  expences  of  a  Chriftian's  warfare  and 
journey  to  heaven,  are  paid  and  difchai^ed  for  him 
.  by  the  Lord,  in  every  ftage  and  condition.  Hence, 
the  believer  cannot  (ay,  this  I  did,  or  that  I  fufFered  j 
but,  God  wrought  all  in  me  and  for  me.  ibid, 

God  himfelf  is  the  ftability  .  of  our  fpiritual 
ftrength.  Were  the  flock  in  our  own  hands,  we 
(hould  foon  prove  broken  merchants.  ibid^ 

Oiir  heavenly  Father  knows,  that  we  are  but  leak- 
ing veffels;  when  fulleft  of  grace,  we  could  not  hold 
it  long,  if  left  to  ourfelves :  and  therefore,  to  make 
all  fure,  he  fets  us  under  the  ftreamiogs^forth  of  his 
own  ftrength.  ibid* 

The  rock  followed  the  Ifraelites.  Every  believed 
l^as  Chrift  at  his  back,  following  him  with  ftrength 
as  he  goes,  for  every  condition  and  trial.  ibidi, 

The  power  of  God  is  that  ftioulder  (Luke  xv.  5,), 
on  which  Chrift  carries  his  (heep  home^  rejoicing  all 
the  way  as  he  goes.  Theevcrlafting  arms  oThis 
ftrength  are  thofe  eagle's  wings,  on  which  the  fainti 
are  both  tenderly  and  fafely  conveyed  to  glory,  ibid. 

GOP 
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COD    ALL    SlTFFiCIENT. 

What  can  we  wifti  for  in  an  heritage,  that  is  not 
to  be  found  in  God?  Wx)nW  we  -have  large  poffef- 
lions  ?  He  is  immenfity.  Would  we  have  a  fiire 
eftate  ?  He  is  immutability.  Would  we  have  a  term. 
of  long  continuance  ?  He  is  eternity  itfelf.  Arrowfmith. 

God  is  a  portion,  of  wWch  his  people  can  never  be 
robbed.  ImpoVeriflied  you  may  be,  but  not  un- 
done ;  difcouraged,  btt  not  difihberited,  ilnd^ 

GOD'S    DESIGNS. 

*To  fupp<5fe  God  to  perform  any  work,  wHich  he 
did  not  firftdefign  to  perform,  is  to  charge  him  with 
'a  degree  of  folly,  and  with  ading  below  an  intelli- 
gent agent.  [On  the  other  hand],  to  fuppofe  him 
'to  defign  to  do  a  thing,  which  he  does  not  effed,  is 
to  tax  him  with  impotence.  If  it  is  ah  inftance  of 
^the  wifiiom  and  power  of  mstn,  firft  to  defign  a  work, 
and  then  to  perfeft  it;  the  great  God,  who  is  infinite 
in  both  thefe  perfeftions,  muftdefignwhjttheeffedls, 
and  efFeft  what  he  has  defigiied.- — If  we  cohfider 
him  as  infinite  in  wifdom,  and  of  almighty  power; 
there  canndt  be  a  more  rational  way  of  arguing, 
than  from  his  afts  to  his  defigns.  Bladen. 

If  God  hath  defigned  to  fave  ahy  pcrfons,  then 
they  muft  be  faved :  othefwife  God  miift  iepent, 
and  change  his  mind  concerning  them ;  or  be  over* 
powered  by  fome  ftij)eridr  agency  of  theirs.  To 
lupfjofe' either  of  which,  is  not  only  to  degrade,  but 
to  deny  the  divine  perfedtions.  ibid. 

Purpofes  are  aftions  decreed';  aftions  are  purpofes 
executed.  Ast;he  promifes  of  God  are  the  revela- 
tion of  his  purpofes  "of  good  will,,  fo  thea6tings  of 
God  upon  his  creatures  are  the  execution  of  his^pur- 
pofes,  and  the  fulfilment  of  his  promifes.  _         ibid. 

G  O  D^s    P  R  E  S  E  NO  E. 

If  God^is  with-yoiiv  you  will  want  faeithcr  tiom- 
pany.ndrcomfoit..       •     '    •     • 

Said 
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Saidt0  me^  many  years  agp^  by  my  late  Rev.  and  deaf 
friend^  Mr.  James  Riaberfoordi 
God  fets  the  Chrifiian  at  workj  and  then  meets 
him  in  it.  GufnalL 

GOD'S   LOVE. 

It  is  foolifl]  in  us,  to  mufe  upon  vanity,  when  we 
have  the  love  of  God  to  think  of;  to  let  the  mill 
grind  chaff,  when  there  is  fuch  plenty  of  corn  at 
hand.  Manton. 

Nothing  can  do  us  good,  but  the  love  and  favour 
of  God  in  Chriil  ^  and  thM  we  (hall  have,  if  we  can 
feek  it.  Anon. 

Do  you  aik,  why  were^God's  people  elefted  to  fal- 
vation  ?  Why  were  they  redeemed,  why  juftified,  call- 
ed, preferved,  and  fanftified  ?  And  why  they  (hall 
all  infallibly  be  glorified  ?  That  pa(rage  of  St.  John 
is  ananfwer  to  every  ohe  of  thefe  queftions;  '^  Go4 
is  love.**  Mr.  Madan^  Dec.  24,  1769. 

God*s  love  makes  a  net  for  eleft  fouls,  which  will 
infallibly  catch  them  and  hale  them  to  land.  Bofitm. 

The  heart  of  God,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  is  the  ocean, 
the  firft  rife  of  all  love  to  his  faints.  Chrift  is  the 
fpring,  which  firft  receives  from  God  the  Father; 
and  then,  through  him,  is  all  love  diffufed  to  them. 
All  pafles  through  Chrift's  hands.  Criff. 

GOD    THE    CHIEF    GOOD. 

There  su«,  within  me,  two  great  gulphs;  a 
mind  defirous  of  more  truth,  and  a  will  capable  of 
more  good,  than  finite  beings  can  afford.  Thou 
only  canft  (ill  me,  who  zxt  the  firft  truth  and  the 
chief  good.  In  thee  alone  (hall  my  foul  be  fatisfied 
as  with  marrowand  fatneCs,  while  my  mouth  praifeth 
thee.with  joyful  lips. 

GO  p*s    WO  R  D. 

Nothing  is  more  chearftil  and  pleafing^  to  eyes 
t\aX  are  (tron^  an4  fpund,  thaa  %bt:  oa  thf  other 

hand. 
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liand,  nothing  more  painful  and  difagreeablci  to  eyes 
that  are  weak  and  diftenipered.  As  different  is  the 
feffeft  of  God*s  word,  oil  them  that  believe^  and  on 
them  that  believe  noti  Parr^. 

G  6  t3's    G  rt  d  i  C  E. 

God  did  not  chxife  the  eagle,  or  lionj  For  faqrifice; 
,but  the  lamb  and  the  dove.  Mr.  Jenkins. 

G  O  D's    t  H  R  6  jsr  E.     . 

God  has  two  thrones  :  one  in  the  higheft  heavens^ 
the  other  in  the  loweft  hearts;  ff right. 

<i  6  D's    t)  E  E  r). 

When  the  Lord  doth  any  great  thing,  he  piits  his 
i  to  it.  I,  even  t  am  he^  &C; '  I  Will  make  a  new 
covenant,  &C;  I  will  write  my  law  in  their  hearts. 
I  will  pardon  their  fins  :  I  will  do  them  away  as  a 
thick  cloudi  '     Mrs.  JVright. 

GOOD  Works. 

Oiir  works  of  obedience,  coming  immediately,  out 
of  our  handsi  would  be  linfragrarit  to  God  :  where- 
fore Chrift  intercepts  them  in  their  paflagej  and  fo 
they  ^xt  perftimed  in  the  hands  of  a  Mediator. 

Dr.  Mm^n. 

As  every  good  wdrk  comes  from  God's  f^jt,  fo  it 
pafles  through  thy  heart,  and  there  it  is  defiled.  Partus 
fequituf  ventrem:  otir  good  works  haVe  more  of  the 
mother,  than  of  the  father,  in  them.  Hence;  they 
istre  [in  point  of  merit  and  of  perfedkion]  bilt  dung 
bnd  filthy  rags;  ibid. 

G  d  S  P  E  L. 

It  is  a  greit  hiercy  to  enjoy  the  gdfpiel  of  peace  5 
but  a  greater,  to  enjoy  the  peace  of  the  gofpel.  Ation. 

All  the  altars  of  the  law  werei  biit  fo  many  flieps 
to  the  erofs  of  the  gofpeL  ibid. 

Every  perfon^  that  fits  under  the  foiind  of  the  gof- 
pel j  ftlould  afk  himfelf  thefe  three  queftions  :  "  Do 

Vol.  IV.  (21.)  Co  I  know 
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I  know  any  thing  of  the  excellency  of  the  gofpel? — 
Do  I  feel  the  power  of  it  ? — And,  do  I  live  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  it  ?"  The  late  Mr.  Fancb. 
•  The  gofpel  is  a  box  of  mod  precious  ointment ; 
by  preaching  it,  the  box  is  broken  and  the  fragrance 
diffufed.  ♦    Mr.  Romaine. 

It  is  a  difficult  thing  for  us,  to  keep  the  doftrines 
of  the  gofpel  always  in  view ;  and  harder  ftill  to  make 
ufe  of  them,  and  live  up  to  them,  when  we  want 
them  mod.  Dr.  Gill. 

The  golpel  is  a  fovereign  plaifter ;  but  Chrift's 
own  hand  muft  make  it  ftick.  Manton. 

It  is  a  great  mercy  to  enjoy  the  gofpel  of  peace ; 
but  a  greater,  to  enjoy  the  peace  of  the  gofpel. 

Dyer. 

GRACE. 

It  IS  the  peculiar  glory  of  gofpel-grace,  to  humble 
every  believer  in  the  duft,  to  fill  him  with  the  moft 
dreadful  apprehenfions  of  fin  ;  to  raife  him  from  his 
deadftate;  to  efl:abli(h  him  in  the  truth  pf  obedi- 
ence, from  a  root  of  thankfulnefs  and  love  to  God^ 
from  hply  admiration  of  his  perfeftions,  and  from  an 
carneft  defire  to  be  partaker  of  his  bleflednefs.  Fenn. 

Saving  grace  is  a  portion  th^t  can  never  be  fpent, 
or  run  out.  The  mbre  we  live  upon  it,  and  the 
more  ufe  we  make  of  it,  the  greater  are  our  abun- 
dance, comfort,  and  enjoyment. 

^Mr.  Walker  (of  Horjinpon)^  Jufy  14,  1769,  London. 

Grace  is  that  never-failing  fpring,  to'  which  all  the 
fortitude  and  perfeverance  of  the  faints  are  owing. 
On  its  unintermitted  fupplyfrom  moment  to  mo- 
ment, our  faithfulnefs  to  God  depends.  Had  Paul 
been  left  to  himfelf  for  an  inftant,  when  he  was  about 
to  fuffer  martyrdom,  he  would,  in  the  very  article 
of  execution,  have  faved  his  head  at  the  expence  of 
his  foul,  and,  to  preferve  his  life,,  denied  and  ab- 
jured the  Son  of  God  (like  Peter)  with  oaths  and 
curies.  Ryland. 

Grace 
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Grace  is  not  efFeftual,  becaufe  free-will  willeth  j 
but  free-will  willeth,  becaufe  grace  is  efFeftual. 

Air.  Parr, 

A  man  may  as  truly  fay,  that  the  fea  burns,  or  fire 
cools,  as  free  grace  and  mercy  can  make  a  real  be- 
liever do  wickedly.  Brooks ^ 

The  doftrine  of  grace  may  be  abufed;  but  the 
principle  cannot.  Dr.  Owen* 

A  penitent,  though  formerly  as  bad  as  the  worft 
of  men,  may,  by  grace,  become  as  good  as  the  beft. 

Sunyan* 

Great  grace,  and  fmall  gifts,  are  better  than  great 
gifts  and  no  grace.  It  doth  not  fay,  "  The  Lord 
gives  gifts  and  glory;'*  but,  "  The  Lord  gives  grace 
and  glory.**  BlefTed  is  fuch  an  one,  to  whom  the 
Lord  gives  grace ;  for  that  is  a  certain  forerunner  of 

glory.  ...  ^*^^* 

If  grace  were  [the  fole]  minifterial  qualification, 
all  the  Lord's  people  would  be,  what  Mofes  wiflied 
they  were,  even  all  of  them,  prophets. 

God,  who  enables  finners  to  thirft  after  grace,  will 
furely  give  them  the  grace  they  thirft  after. 

Dr.  Arr(nvfmith^ 

Nothing  but  free  grace  makes  any  difference  be- 
tween me  and  the  devil.  Mrs.  fVright, 

Either  exercife  thy  graces,  or  Satan  will  exercife 
thy  corruptions :  as  one  bucket  defcends,  the  other 
rifes.  ^  '  Gurnall. 

Little  grace  cannot  die.  It  is  immortal>  becaufe 
a  child  of  God's  everlafting  covenant  and  prb- 
mife.  ihiJ, 

True  grace,  when  weakeft,  is  flronger  than  falfe, 
when  ftrongeft.  ibU. 

Grace  is  of  a  ftirring  nature }  and  not  a  dead 
thing  (like  an  image)  which  you  may  lock  up  in  a 
cheft,  and  no-body  know  what  God  you  worfbip. 
No;  grace  will  fhew  itfelf;  it  will  walk  with  you, 
and  talk  by  you,  in  aJ  places  and  companies  i  it 
will  buy  with  you,  and  fell  with  yoU)  and  have  aa 
C  c  a  hand 
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hand  in  all  your  enterprizes.     It  is  too  much  alive, 
to  be  fmothered.  ibid. 

There  is  not  a  round  in  the  ladder  to  heaven, 
which  docs  not  give  every  one,  that  fteppeth  upon 
it,  juft  occafion  to  fing,  grace,  grace  !      Arrowfmitb.^ 

When  God  overthrew  Pharaoh  and  his  hoft  m  the 
Red  Sea,  it  overwhelmed  and  drowned  the  greateft 
Egyptian  commanders,  no  lefs  than  the  meaneft  foot 
foldicr.  The  vaft  ocean  overflows  the  loweft  fands, 
and  the  higheft  rocks.  So  does  pardoning  grace 
cover  every  tranfgreflion  of  every  penitent  believer. 

ibid. 

As  when  we  fee  a  flame,  we  know  there  is  fire, 
though  perhaps,  we  know  not  how  nor  when  it  be- 
gan y  fo  that  the  truth  of  grace  in  us  may  be  dif- 
cerned,  though  we  know  not  how  or  when,  it  was 
dropt  into  our  hearts.  Bojlon. 

*  As  feed  virtually  contains  in  it  all  that  afterwards 
proceeds  from  it,  the  blade,  ftalk,  ear,  and  full  corn 
in  the  ear;  fo  the  firft  principle  of  grace,  implanted 
in  the  heart,  feminally  contains  all  the  grace  which 
afterwards  appears,  and  all  the  fruits,  effefts,  acts, 
and  exercifes  of  it.  Dr.  Gill. 

'  Be  not  afraid  for  little  grace.  Chrifl  foweth  his 
living  feed^  and  he  will  not  lofe  it.  If  he  have  the 
guidmg  of  my  flock  and  ftate,  it  (hall  not  mifcarry. 
Our  fplit  works,  lofles,  deadnefs,  coldnefs,  wretch- 
ednefs,  are  the  ground  which  our  good  hulbandman 
laboureth.  Rutherfoord. 

Happy  are  they,  who  are  withheld  from  fin,  (not 
merely  as  the  unregenerate  are)  by  God's  reflraining 
powei- ;  but  (as  the  faints  are)  by  God's  reflraining 
grace  ! 

'  Mijs  Southgate,  in  Converfatiotty  at  Hanjpjteadj 
Sept.  6.  1769. 

Grace  is  the  filver  link  that  draws  the  golden  link 
of  glory  after  it.  Dyer. 

As  paper  receives,  from  the  prefs,  letter  for  letter ; 
as  the  wax  receives,  from  the  feal,  print  for  print ; 

or 
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or  as  the.  glafs  receives  face  for  face ;  fo  do  believers 
receive,  from  Chrift,  grace  for  grace :  i.  e.  for  every 
grace  that  is  in  him,  there  is  a  meafure  of  the  fame 
in  them.  ibid. 

Men  dote  upon  eftablifhing.  a  righteoufnefs  of 
their  own  to  bring  them  to  Chrift ;  and  think  it  is 
prefumptuous,  or  licentious  dodrine,  that  Chrift 
may  be  theirs,  and  they  receive  him,  confidered  lim- 
ply as  ungodly  and  as  enemies.  But  fuch  are  abo- 
minably injurious  to  the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
to  the  exceeding  bounty  of  his  grace  j  which  faves 
from  fin,  without  refpeft  of  any  thing  in  the  crea- 
ture, that  he  himfelf  might  have  the  praife  of  the 
glory  of  his  own  grace.  Crijp. 

Grace,  properly  fo  called,  is  nothing  elfe  but  God's 
mere  favour  and  bounty,  and  loving-kindnefs  itfelf. 
Confequently,  fandtification  is  not  fo  properly  grace 
itfelf,  as  the  fruit  of  grace.  God  firft  cafts'his  fa- 
vour and  loving-kindnefs  \ipon  a  perfon  ;  and  then; 
out  of  his  favour,  iflue  the  feveral  fruits  of  his 
loving-kindnefs  :  which  fruits,  are  thofe  fruits  of  the 
fpirit,  frequently  mentioned  by  the  apoftle.       .  ibid. 

God  neither  looks  to  any  thing  in  the  creature,  to 
win  him  to  (hew  kindnefs;  nor  yet  any  thing  in  the 
creature  to  debar  him :  neither  righteoufnefs  in  men, 
that  perfuades  God  to  pardon  fin  ;  nor  unrighteouf- 
nefs  in  men,  that  hinders  him  from  giving  this  par- 
don, and  acquitting  them  from  their  tranfgreflSons. 
It  is  only  and  fimply  for  his  own  fake^  that  he  par- 
dons men.  ibid. 

The  fanftifying  principle  of  grace  in  the  heart, 
may  be  compared  to  a  candle  in  a  lanthorn ;  which 
tranfmits  its  light  through  the  lanthorn,  though,  in 
and  of  itfelf,  the  lanthorn  ftill  continues  (what  it 
was  before)  a  dark  J^ody. 

Lady  Huntingdon^  in  Converfationy  at  Trevecka, 
Augujlz^j  1776. 

I  know  no  fweeter  way  to  heaven,  than  through 
free  grace  and  hard  trials  together.  And,  where 
grace  is,  hard  trials  are  feldom  wanting.  Anon. 

C  c  3  Grace, 
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Grace,  embcUiftied  with  gifts,  is  the  more  bcau« 
tiful ;  but  gifts,  without  grace,  are  only  a  richer 
Ipoil  f9r  Satan.  il^id. 

As  fome  believers  exercife  grace,  more  than  others  j 
fo  in  the  prophane  world,  there  are  greater  traders 
in  fin,  than  others :  who  return  more  wrath  in  a  day, 
than  others  in  a  month,  Gumall. 

GRACES. 

He  that  hath  clothes  will  furely  wear  them,  and 
not  be  feen  naked.  Men  talk  of  their  faith,  repent-* 
ance,  and  love  to  God  :  thefe  are  precious  graces ; 
but  why  do  not  fuch  perfons  let  us  fee  thofe  graces 
walking  abroad  in  their  daily  converfation  ?  Surely, 
if  fuch  guefts  were  in  thy  foul,  they  would  look  out 
fometimes  at  the  windows,  and  be  feen  abroad  in 
this  duty,  ox  in  that  holy  aftioi). 

GRACE    AND    GLORY. 

If  it  Ihould  be  faid,  "  How  (hall  we  know  that 
this  is  the  cafe  of  our  departed  friends?*'  Let  the 
following  queftion  be  put ;  Is  there  any  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  grace  of  God  was  beftowed  on  them  ? 
If  this  16  a  clear  point,  their  fafety  is  beyond  all 
doubt :  for,  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that,  to 
whom  God  gives  grace,  he  alfo  gives  glory.  We 
may  be  affured  of  the  happineft  of  our  friends 
in  the  next  world,  from  their  having  tafted,  that 
the  Lord  was  gracious  to  them,  in  this.  Gtll 

Grace  is  glory  militant,  and  glory  is  grace  tri- 
umphant; grace  is  glory  begun,  glory  is  grace  made 
perfedt ;  grace  is  the  firft  degree  of  glory  ;  glory  is 
the  highcft  degree  of  grac^.  Dyer, 

GRATITUDE. 

The  aftings  of  gratitude  to  God,  are  not  only 
fruitful  in  every  good  work,  byt  produftive  of  thj 
trued  fatisfadion.  Somewhat  like  the  fragrant 
ftfams  pf  ?:opfecrated  inpsi^fe ;  which,  while  they 

lipnovifeil 
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honoured  the  great  objeft  of  worftiip,  regaled,  with 
their  pleafing  perfumes,    the    devout  worftiipper. 

Hervey. 

GRAVE. 

There  is  a  vllcnefs  in  the  bodies  even  of  the  faints 
(Phil.  iii.  2i.)>  which  will  never  be  removed,  until 
it  be  melted  down  in  the  grave,  and  caft  into  a  new 
mould,  at  the  refurredion,  to  come  forth  a  fpiritual 
body.  Bofton. 

GRIEF. 

[Chriftian  grief  is  not  forbidden.]  Abraham 
tame  to  mourn  fot  Sarah,  and  to  weep  for  her.  Jo- 
feph  made  a  mourning  for  his  father,  feven  days. 
The  children  of  Ifrael  wept  for  Mofes,  in  the  plains 
cf  Moab,'  thirty  days.  David  lamented  the  deaths 
of  Saul,  Jonathan,  and  Abner.  Chrift  wept  over  the 
grave  of  Lazarus.  Devout  men,  who  carried  Stephen 
to  his  burial,  made  great  lamentatiom  over  him.  And 
the  apoflle  Patil  fignifies,  concerning  his  friend 
Epapbroditus,  who  had  been  fick  nigh  unto  death, 
that,  if  the  Lord  had  not  had  mercy  on  him,  he 
(hould  have  had  forrow  upon  forrow.  Gill. 

HAPPINESS. 

'  The  greateft  happinefs  of  a  creature,  is,  not  to 
lave  the  creature  for  its  happinefs.  Dy^r. 

Enquire  of  faints  yet  militant  on  earth,  wherein 
their  happinefs  confifts  ?  Their  anfwer  will  be,  "  In 
having  fellowfliip  with  the  Father  and  with  his  Son 
Jefus  Chrift/' 

Again,  could  we  aik  thofe  faints,  whofe  fpirits  are 
|iow  glorified  and  triumphant  in  heaven,  what  it  is 
that  renders  their  heaven  fo  glorious,  and  their 
glory  fo  incomprehenfible  ?  They  would  anfwer, 
that  it  is  becaufe  they  have  now  attained  a  compUte 
enjoyment  of  that  all-fufficient,  all-fatisfying,  ever- 

Cc4  bleffed. 
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bleflc^l,   and  ever-bleffmg  objeft,    God  in  Chrift. 

Arrqwfmittf^ 

HEART. 

If  the  very  idea,  qf  having  an  hard  heart,  make^ 
you  tremble;  it  is  a  certain  fign,  that  your  heart  is 
not  ha^d.  St.  Bernard^  if  I  mjfiake  not. 

Thy  corrupt  h^art  is  like  an  ant*s  neft,  on  which, 
while  the  ftone  lieth,  none  of  theqi  appear :  but,  t^kp 
off  the  ftone,  and  ftir  them  up  but  with  the  point  erf 
a  ftraw,  yopi  will  fee  what  a  fwarm  is  there,  and  how 
lively  they  be.  Juft  fuch  a  fight  would  thy  heart 
afford  thee,  did  the  Lprd  but  withdraw  the  xeftraint 
he  has  laid  upon  it^  and  fuffer  Sa^an  to  ftir  it  up  by 
temptation. -??A»* 

The  heart  of  man  is  as  paffive  in  its  firft  recep- 
tion of  Qod's  image  in  regeneration,  as  the  cj^pvafs^ 
upon  which  a  painter  lays  o^  his  colours;. nor  is  it 
more  able  to  refift  the  operation  of  the  agent. 

Mr..  Mogg,  March  8,  1770. 

"  My  heart,"  fays  Davii,  ^^Ihews  me  the  wicked: 
nefs  of  the  ungodly."  As  face  anfvvers  to  face;  in  a 
glafs ;  fo  the  heart  of  man  to  mar^.  'When  a  be: 
liever  conliders  the  vilenefs  of  his  own  heart,  by  ria; 
ture ;  he  does  not  wonder,  fo  much,  that  others  fall, 
as  that  he  hirpfelf  h  kept  from  falling.  Mr.  Nhdan. 
^  God  Ijears  the  heart,  though  without  words;  but 
he  never  hears  words,  without  the  heart.  Bp.  Hopkins. 

All  the;  angers  in  heaven  canno^  fubdue  the  heart 
of  a  finner^ .  Heart-work  is  God's  work.  The  great 
heart-maker  muft  be  the  gr^at  he^rt^breaker.   Dyer. 

There  are  forhe  inns\  which  are  never  empty; 
but  as  faft  as  one  gpeft  goes  out,  another  comes  in.* 
Such  is"  the  heart  of  an  unregenerate  man  ;  as  foon 
as  one  lull  is  ferved,  another  is  calling  for  attend-^ 
ance.  ..    *»        '    -     . ,_   -     GurnalU 
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HEALING. 

Natvfr^  can  afford  no  balfam  fit  for  foul-cure : 
healing  from  duties,  and  not  frpm  Chrift,  is  the  tnoft 
jdefper^te  difeafe.  Wilcox. 

HEAVEN, 

Heaven  is  worth  dying  for,  though  earth  is  not 
worth  living  for.  Halt.    . 

The  head  and  members  are  glorified  together, 
with  the  fame  kind  of  glory.  God  has  not  one  hea- 
ven for  his  Sqn,  and  another  for  hi§  faints;  but  one 
and  the  fanie  fqr  both.  ^y^^ 

To  be  in  Chrift  is  heaven  below  \  and  to  be  with 
thrift  is  heaven  above.  ibid. 

There  is  no  believer  goes  to  heayen,  but  goes  in 
the  ^rms  of  angels.  ibid. 

HEAVENLY    MINDEDNESS. 
The  higher  a  bird  flies,  the  more  out  of  danger 
he  is:  and  the  higher  a  Chriftian  foars  above   the 
World,  the  fafer  are  his  comforts. 

Mc.  Sparkey  in  Converfationj  London,. May ^  ^774* 

HEAVENLY    TREASURER. 

There  is  this  difference  between  rich  and  poor 
Chriftians :  where  a  Chriftian  is  poor,  Ijis  heavenly 
Father  keeps  the  purfe ;  but  the  rich  keep  the  purfe 
themfelves.  And  it  often  falls  out,  that  it  is  better 
to  have  the  purfe  in  our  Father's  hands  than  our 
own.  Bodd. 

HOLINESS. 

Say  not,  that  thou  haft  royal  blood  in  thy  veins, 
land  art  born  of  God ;  except  thou  canft  prove  thy 
pedigree,  by  daring  to  be  holy,  in  fpite  of  men  and 
devils.  Gurnallm 

Gofpel  holinefs  includes,  an  heart  broken  for  fin  j 
an  heart  broken  off  from  fins  and  a  perpetual  ^con- 
^id  with  fin,  Mr.  Medley. 

To 
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To  be  holy,  is  to  put  on  Chrift,  Rom.  xiii.  14. 
to  refemblc  Chrift  in  your  fpirit  and  carri^^e,  as  one 
man  refembles  atiother,  when  he  puts  on  his  drefs, 
or  imitates  his  manners.  Hervey. 

As  mufk,  lying  among  linen;  perfumes  it;  fo  the 
teal  in-dwelling  of  God's  fpirit  imparts  the  fweet 
fragrancy  of  holincfs  to  the  believer's  heart  and 
tempers,  words  and  works.  Cripplegat^  LeSI. 

HOLINESS   NO  CONDITION. 

Chrift  will  make  his  people  holy,  and  put  bis 
fpirit  within  them,  to  change  their  hearts,  and  to 
work  upon  their  fpirits.  But  this  is  not  a  condkion 
required,  in  order  to  partake  of  Chrift.  Chrift  him* 
felf  gives  himfelf 5  and  then  he  beftows  thefc  things, 
when  he  is  given.  Cr^. 

HOME. 

On  earth,  God's  people  have  their  reipedive 
homes,  and  particular  places  of  refidence :  but,  when 
we  come  to  heaven,  one  home  fliall  hold  us  all. 

Mn  Holmes^  in  Can.  with  me^  Lon.  July  10,  i769» 

HUMILITY. 

Ever  carry  felf-loathing  about  thee;  and  regard 
thyfelf  as  ope  fit  to  be  trampled  on  by  all  faints. 

Saints  increafe  in  humility,  as  they  draw  nearer  to 
heaven.  Unworthy  to  be  called  an  apoftle,  faid 
Paul,  concerning  himfelf,  fome  year§  after  his  con- 
verfion.— As  he  Advanced  ftill  farther  in  years,  he 
cried  out,  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  faints.-^A  little 
before  his  martyrdom,  his  cry  is,  thechief  of  finners. 

Obfervedby  Mr.  ff^attSy  at  London^  Nov.  15,  1775. 

As  foon  as  pride  is  humbled  enough,  not  to  en- 
ter into  controverfy  with  God  about  the  juftice  of 
his  own  declarations;  every  man  confeffes  himfelf  a 
guilty  finner,  in  danger  of  eternal  ruin.  Fenn. 

The  nettle  mounteth  on  high  ;  while  the  violet 
(hrowds  itfelf  under  its  own  leaves,  and  is  chiefly 

found 


Excellent  Tajfages  from  eminent  Perfons,       399 

fovind  out  by  it's  fragrancy.   Let  Chriftians  be  fatif- 
fied  with  the  honour  that  cometh  from  God  only, 

Mant$nt 
Generally  fpeaking,  thofe,  that  have  the  moft 
grace  and  the  greateft  gifts,  and  are  of  the  greateft 
ufefiilnefs,  are  the  moft  humble,  and  think  the  moft 
meanly  of  themfclves.  So  thofe  boughs  and  branches 
of  trees,  which  are  moft  richly  laden  with  fruit,  bend 
downwards,  and  hang  loweft^  Dr.  Gill» 

HYPOCRISY. 

Jofeph  was  alive,  though  his  coat  was  brought 
bloody  to  Jacob  z  and  fo  are  the  fins  of  a  hypocrite, 
after  all  his  mortified  looks  in  duty,  and  all  his  out« 
cries  againft  iniquity.  GurnaU, 

In  addrefles  from  man  to  man,  hypocrify  is  de- 
teftable :  how  much  more,  in  addrefles  from  man  to 
God!  renn. 

Woe  is  me,  that  the  holy  profeflion  of  Chrift  is 
made  a  ftage-garment,  by  many,  to  bring  home  a 
vain  fame ;  and  Chrift  is  made  to  ferve  men's  ends : 
which  is,  as  it  were,  to  ftop  an  oven  with  a  king's 
robes.  Rutber/oord. 

IDOLATRY- 

That  which  is  now  our  idol,  may  quickly  become 
our  burden,  and  we  know  not  how  foon  we  may  be 
fick  of  what  we  were  lately  fick  for.  Mr.  Henryt^ 

**  AU  the  prayings,  teachings,  and  aftings  of  men," 
laith  Luther,  "  are,  out  of  Chrift,  idolatry  and  fin, 
in  the  fight  of  God."  Arrowfmith. 

IGNORANCE, 

Ignorance  of  the  purity  of  God,  of  the  extent  an4 
fpintuality  of  his  law,  and  of  the  total  depravation 
of  their  own  hearts,  is  that  which  makes  any  perfons 
commence  Arians  or  Socinians.  Were  they  duly 
cpnvincfd  of  fin,  they  would  need  no  other  argu- 
ments 
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cAents  to  cbrtvince  then>  that  the  Saviour,  whofe 
blood  is  able  to  expiate  it's  guilt,  is  and  muft  be 
very  God.  Mr.  Haweisy  Sept,  6,  1769. 

.  Quantum  ejf  quod  nefcimus  !  fays  the  learned  Gilb. 
Voetius.  "  Ho^y  exceeding  much  is  there,  of  which 
we  know  nofhyig  at  all  t"  Arrowfmitb. 

IMAGE    OF    GOD. 

As  great  nien  are  fometimes  wont  to  ere6t  ftately 
buildings,  and  then  caufe  their  own  pifture  to  be 
fixed  up  in  the  principal  apartments ;  fo,  when  God 
had  made  the  fabric  of  .the  world,  the  laft  thing  he 
did  was  to  fet  up  his  own  pifture  in  it,  by  forming 
man  after  his  own  bleffed  image  and  likenefs. 
•  The  eleft  when  converted,  are  living  images  of 
-God:  but  not  in  that  high,  ftrift,  and  peculiar 
fenfe,  in  which  Chrift  is  fb  called,  Col.  i.  15.  Heb. 
i.  3.  The  kitig's  image  is  on  his  coin,  and  in  his 
fon ;  but  after  a  different  manner.  On  his  coin, 
there  may  be  likenefs  and  derivation  ;  but  not  ideur 
tity  of  nature.  In  the  faints,  are  the  two  former  : 
ifi  Chrift,  are  all  three. 

IMPERFECTIONS. 

There  will  be  miftakes  in  divinity,  while  m.^d 
preach ;  and  errors  in  government,  while  men 
govern.    Sir  Dudley  ChorletoHy  Biographical  DiSfionary. 

IMITATION. 

The  more  we  know  of  God,  the  more  we  (hall  de- 
fire  to  refemble  him  in  holinefs.  Whoever  truly 
loves  another,  will  defire  to  be  like  the  perfpn  he 
loves,  and  to  do  what  that  perfon  likes.  Madan. 

IMPATIENCE, 

A  foul,  impatient  under  affliftion,  is  like  the  devil 
in  his  chains,  who  rages  againft  God  while  he  is  fet- 
tered by  him* 

INABI- 
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I  N  A  B  IXc  I  T  Y. 

God  will  confound  the -language  of  thofe  Tons  of 
pride,  who  cry  up  the  powers  of  nature  ;  as  if  man,  ^ 
with  the  flime  of  his  own  freewill,  and  the  bricks  of 
his   own  felf-righteoufnefs,  was  able   to  rear  up  a 
building  whofe  top  might  reach  to  heaven  itfelf. 

GurnalL 

Mankind  lie  covered  beneath  the  ruins  of  their 
lapfed  (late,  and  no  more  able  to  raife  tbemfelves 
from  under  their  weight  of  guilt,  than  one,  buried 
under  the  ponderoiis  rubbifh  of  a  fallen  houfe,  is 
able  to  free  himfelf.  The  holy  fpirit  finds  finners  in  . 
as  helplefs  a  condition,  as  unable  to  repent,  or  be- 
lieve on  Chrift  for  falvation,  as  they  were  to  pur- 
chafe  it.  ibid. 

By  nature,  man  is  utterly  void  of  all  ftrength  and 
ability  of  doing  any  thing,  of  himfelf,  towards  his 
own  falvation. 

If  a  (hip,  launched,  rigged,  and  with  her  fails 
fpread,  cannot  ftir  until  the  wind  come  fair  ;  much 
lefs  can  the  timber,  that  lies  in  the  carpenter's  yard,' 
hew  and  frame  itfelf  into  a  fliip.      ♦ 

If  a  living  tree  cannot  grow  but  by  a  communica- 
tion of  fap  from  the  root ;  much  lefs  can  a  dead 
flake  in  the  hedge,  which  has  no  root  nor  vegetating 
principle,  live  of  its  own  accord. 

In  a  word,  if  a  Chriftian,  who  hath  the  fpiritual 
life  of  grace  in  him  from  God,  cannot  even  exercife 
that  life,^  without  the  continual  influx  of  Hrength 
from  abov£  ;  then,  furely,  one,  void  of  this  new  life, 
and  dead  in  trefpalTes  and  fins,  can  never  be  able  to 
beget  grace  in  himfelf,  or  concur  in  the  produdlion 
of  it.  ibid. 

Though  the  righteoufnefs .  of  a  man's  perfon  can 
never  make  a  bad  aftion  good ;  yet  the  wickednefs 
of  ^  man's  perfon  doth  always  make  a  good  aftion 
bad':  apd,  therefore,,  though  a  good  man  may  do  a 

bad 
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bad  aft,  yet  a  bad  [i.  e.  an  unregenerate]  man  catt 
never  do  a  [fpiritually]  good  aft  [and  fuch  as  is 
pleafing  to  God].  Bp  Beveridge. 

After  our  creation,  and  before  our  corruption,  we 
bad  power  to  do  every  thing  pleafing  unto  God  :  but, 
after  our  corruption,  and  before  our  regeneration,  we 
have  power  to  do  nothing  pleafing  to  him.  ibid. 

INCENTIVE. 

Did  Chrift  die,  and  (hall  fin  live  ?  Was  he  cruci- 
fied in  the  world,  and  fliall  our  afFeftions  to  the 
world  be  quick  and  lively  ?  O,  where  is  the  fpirit  of 
him,  who,  by  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  was  crucified  to 
♦he  world,  and  the  world  to  him  ?  Owen. 

Be  not  aftiamed  becaufe  of  your  guiltinefs.  Ne- 
ceflity  (hould  not  bluQi  to  beg.  Your  are  in  the  ut- 
mod  want  of  Chrift  :  therefore,  knock  and  cry. 

Rutherfoord. 

Ten  lives  of  black  forrow,  ten  deaths,  ten  hells  of 
pain,  tenfupnaccs  of  brimftpne,  and  all  exquifite 
torments  whatever,  were  all  too  little  for  Chrift,  if 
our  fufFering  could  be  an  hire  to  buy  him.  And, 
therefore,  faint  not,  in  your  fufFerings  and  hazards 
for  hrm.  ibid. 

O  believer,  what  matters  it,  if  God  denies  thee  a 
kid  to  make  merry ;  when  he  fays,  "  Son,  thotl  art 
ever  with  me,  and  all  that  I  have  is  thine  ?"  Hath 
a  fon  any  caufe  to  complain  that  his  father  denies 
him  a  flower  in  the  garden,  when  he  makes  him  heir 
of  his  whole  eftate  ?  Anon^ 

INEXHAUSTIBLE    SUPPLIES. 

For  thefe  fix  thoufand  years,  God  has  been  mul- 
tiplying pardons,  and  yet  free  grace  is  not  tired.— 
Chrift  undertook  to  fatisfy,  and  he  hath  money 
enough  to  pay.  It  were  folly,  to  think,  that  an  em- 
peror s  revenue  will  not  pay  a  beggar's  debt.  Mercy 
IS  an  ocean,  ever  flowing,  yet  ever  full*  The  faints 
carry  loads  of  experiences  with  them  to  heaven/ 

Free 
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Free  grace  can  fhew  you  large  accounts,  and  a  long 
bill,  cancelled  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  ManSon. 

INFLEXIBILITY. 
Have  we  fat  down,  and  reckoned  What  true  reli- 
gion coft  us  ?  Have  we  refolved,  through  the  power 
of  divine  grace,  to  own  Chrift  when  the  fwords  and 
ftaves  are  up?  And  to  fail  with  him,  not  only  in  a 
pleafure-boat,  but,  if  need  be,  in  a  man  of  war  ? 

Crippkgate  LeSl. 

INSOLVENCY. 

Penitent  finners  are  then  faid  to  buy  the  wine  and 
milk  of  fpiritual  comforts  without  money  and  with- 
out price,  when,  being  cohfcious  that  they  have  no- 
thing of  their  own  to  anfwer  divine  juftice  with,  no- 
thing of  theifown,  wherewith  to  fetch  in  pardon, 
peace,  and  righteoufnefs ;  they  wholly  difclaim  all 
felf-fufficiency,  and  come  to  Chrift,  as  to  one  that 
expefts  not  to  receive  any  thing  from  tbcra,  but  to 
be  himfelf  received  by  them.  All  that  he  looks  for 
from  us,  at  our  coming  to  him  by  faith,  is,  that  we 
be  nothing  in  ourfelves,  but  defirous  to  have  all  from, 
hinij  and  to  partake  of  his  fuUnefs,  grace  for  grace. 

Arrowfmitb. 

I  M  P  O  T  E  N  C  Y. 

When  you  defire,  and  in  earneft  endeavour,  to 
live  obedient  to  the  fpiritual  commandments  of  God, 
without  which,  a  courfe  of  external  religion  is  vain; 
you  will  immediately  feel  your  own  impotency,  juft 
as  Samfon  did  the  lofs  of  his  ftrength,  when  he  was 
riling  to  combat  the  Philiftines,  Fern, 

INTRINSIC    VALUE. 

The  world, is  glorious  without,  but  the  Church  i« 
glorious  within  :  it's  fplendor  lieth  not  in  large  pof^ 
feffions  and  great  revenues,  but  in  a  plentiful  eftufion 
of  gifts  and  graces. Mantm. 

:i  N  V  I  T  A- 
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INVITATION 

All  the  conditions  of  the  new  dovCnant  are  fulfilled 
by  Chrift.     Come,  then,  and  partake  of  the  bea* 
venly  bleffings,  as  yoii  partake  of  a  marriage  feaft,- 
when  the  entertainment  is  all  prepared,    and  the 
bridegroom  bids  you  welcome*  Hervey*, 

J  E  A  LOUSY. 

Self-jealoufy  well  becomes  Chriftians.  Lofd^  is  it 
I  ?  They,  that  know  the  deceit  of  their  bow,  will 
not  be  very  confident  that  they  (hall  hit  the  mark. 

J    O    Y.    • 

Some  have  written  to  me,  that  1  dm,  poffibly,  tod 
joyful- in  the  crofs  which  God  hath  laid  upon  me* 
But  my  joy  overleapeth  the  crofs,  and  terminates  oii 
Chrift  himfelf.  Rutherfoordi 

Pearls  are  not  gotten,  but  from  the  bottom  of  the 
water;  and  gold  is  digged,  not  from   the  furface, 
but  from  the  deep  entrails  of  the  earth.     So  the  jo]^ 
of  God  is  not  to  be  found,  but  in  the  inward  re-*  , 
ceffes  of  a  broken  and  contrite  fpirit.       Bp.  Cowper. 

The  faints  enter  into  God*s  own  joy,  Matt,  xxv* 
21.  They  have  not  only  the  joy,  which  God  be- 
ftows,  but  the  joy  which  God  himfelf  enjoys. 

Cripplegate  Le£l4 

The  common  proverb  is  moft  certainly  true,  in  i 
Ipiritual  fenfe ;  "  Some  men  for  joy  do  weep,  others 
for  forrow  fing.'*  Believers' weep  for  joy,  and  never 
mourn  more  kindly,  than  when  they  t^fte  the  joy  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  the  freenefs  and  fulnefs  of  the 
Lord  Chrift,  poured  out  upon  them.  There  is  never 
a  more  kindly  mourning  for  fin,  than  when  the  foul 
is  fatisfied  of  forgivenefs.  Crijpi 

There  is  more  joy,  in  the  penitential  mournings  > 
of  a  believer,  than  in  all  the  mirth  of  a  wicked  man.- 
I  appeal  to  you,  that  hdve  had  inelted  hterts^  wbe** 

ttcr 


'> 
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thcr  you  have  not  found  a  fecrct  content  and  (weet- 
nefs  in  your  mourning  ?  So  far  from  wifliing  to,  be 
rid  of  your  meltings,  you  rather  fear  the  removal  of 
them.  ibid* 

JUSTIFICATION/ 

^  Juftification  is  an  aft  of  God's  free  grace,  where- 
by he  clears  his  people  from  fin,  difcharges  them 
from  condemnation,  and  reckons  and  accounts  them 
righteous,  for  the  fake  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs, 
vrhich  he  has  accepted  of,  and. imputes  unto  them. 

Dr.  GilL 

The  teftimony  of  the  fpirit,  [witneffing  our  ac* 
ceptance  in  Chrift  to  our  cOnfciences],  is  not  fo  pro- 
perly juftification  itfelf^  as  an  aftual  perception  of 
juftification,  before  granted,  by  a  kind  of  reflex  aft 
of  faith*  ibid* 

Juftification  by  Chrift'.s  imputed  righteoufnefi, 
is  the  centre  arch  of  that  bridge,  by  which  we  pa& 
Out  of  time  into  a  blifsful  eternity. 

Mr.  Ryland^  July  3,  i'j(>g* 

KNOWLEDGE. 

Sagacity  and  knowledge  are  then  only  truly  ufe* 
ful,  when  joined  with  grace,  meekiiefs,  diicretion^ 
and  benevolence.  The  ferpent's  eye  does  beft  in 
the  dove's  head*  Gurnall. 

Knowledge  of  gofpel  dodrines  is  the  candle,  with* 
out  which  faith  cannot  fee  to  do  it's  work.         ihid. 

Mofes  was  ikilled  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Egyp« 
tians:  yet,  not  content  herewith,  he  became  an 
humble  fuiter  to  God  for  more  and  better  knowledge 
than  that :  "  I  befeech  thee,  (hcW  me.  thy  glofy." 
Other  notions  may  fill  the  head  of  a  moral  man  : 
nothing  fliort  of  the  knowledge  of  God  can  iaiisfy 
the  heart  of  a  faint.  Wherefore,  in  anfwet  to  this 
requeft,  the  Lord  gave  him  a  promife,  faying,  *^  I 
will  make  all  my  goodnefs  pafs  before  thee.'* 

Ah-^mitb. 

Vol.  IV,  (a I.)  Dd  Le*riiing, 
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Learning)  in  religious  perfons,  like  the  gold  that 
was  in  the  Ifraelites'  ear-rings>  is.  a  moft  precious  or* 
nament :  but,  if  men  pervert  it  to  baib  ends,  or 
begin  to  make  an  idol  of  it  (as  they  did  a  goldea 
calf,  of  their  ear-rings)  it  then  becomes  an  abomina- 
tion, ibid. 

Knowlec^  and  good  parts,,  under  the  manage* 

.  ment  of  grace,  are>  like  the  rod  in  Mofes*s  hand;, 

wonder-workers;  but  turn  to  ferpcnts,  when  they 

are  caft  upom  the  ground,  and  employed  in  pro* 

moting  earthly  dciigis.  iHd. 

L  A  W    O  F    G  O  D. 

When  you  confider  the  law  of  tbe  Ten  Command- 
ments in  this  light  [namely,  as^defigned  to  manifeil 
our  guilt,  convince  of  fin^  and'  drive  us,  for  juftifica* 
tton,  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift]',  what  a  ftriking 
propriety  appears  in  that  ancient  cuftom  of  placing 
the  two  tables  over  the  communion-table  in  our 
churches !  By  this  means,  every  intelligent  receiver 
of  the  Lord's  Supper,  in  tiie  very  aft  of  receiving,  is 
awfully  reminded  of  the  purity  of  that  law  which  he 
has  tranfgreffed ;  of  that  law,  from  whofc  infupport- 
able  curfc,  no  Icfs  a  facrifice,  tbafl*  that  of  God*5  only 
biegotten  Son,  could  poflibly  redeem-hiin  \         KewK 

Know  your  guilt  and:  w^aknefs,  your  defcrt  and 
danger  ^  think  what  you  are  bound  toby  tli«  law, 
[even  finlefs  obedience,  from  the  firft  to  the  laft 
moment  of  your  life],  and  what  you  have  to  tryft 
to,,  if  left  under  it*s  [condemning]  power,  [even 
everlafting  punifhment]  ;.  then  view  the  loving  kind- 
\  nefs  of  God  in  giving  his  Son  to  fulfil  all  righteouf-^ 
.riefs  [in  our  ftead]^  and  then  tell  me,  if  it  be  poffi- 
blp,  [while  under  the  liveljr  lenfe  of  his  mercy],  to 
fm  agaiuft  fo  much  goodnefs  ?  ibid^ 

By  ignorance  of  the  law,  even  that  virtuous  cha- 
rafter,  which  has,  perhaps,  gained  you  much  eftecm 
among  meii,  will  prove  a  greater  obftacle  in  the  way 
of  your  falvation,  than  [even]  grofs  and  long-in-. 

duiged 
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diilged  fins  pi^ove  to  others :  fince  thefe  laft  carry 
with  them  their  own  [glaring,  palpable]  condemna- 
tion ;  they  have  a  tendency,  on  the  firft  lucid  interval 
of  confideration,  to  excite  ftrong  confeffidns  of  guilt, 
and  cries  for  mercy.  Whereas,  a  behaviour,  more 
regulated,  in  externals,  by  the  commands  of  God, 
When  the  law  is  not  underftood,  does  but  admini- 
jfter  fuel  to  felf-fufficiency  and  felf-applaufe.         ibid. 

The  whole  law  is  impreft  on  the  gracious  foul : 
every  part  of  it  is  written  over  up6n  the  reilewed 
heart.  And,  though  remaining  Goriiiption  makes 
fuch  blots  in  the  writing,  that,  often  times,  the  man 
himfelf  cannot  read  it ;  yet  he  that  wrote  it,  can 
read  it  at  all  times :  it  is  never  quite  blotted  out, 
nor  can  be.  What  he  has  written,  he  has  written  ; 
and  it  (hall  ftand.  Boftm. 

For  a  finner,  who  has  broke  the  law,  to  expeft  to 
be  faved  by  the  law  he  has  broke,  i.  e.  by  works  of 
his  own,  is  juft  as  if  a  capital  malefaftor,  under  fen- 
tence  of  death,  (hall  endeavour  to  fue  out  his  pardon 
upon  the  footing  of  that  very  act  of  parliament  by 
virtue  of  which  he  (lands  condemned. 

Madan^  June  28,  1769. 

I  would  run  away  from  the  law  (confldered  as  a 
covenant  of  works),  as  faft  as  I  would  from  my  fins. 
A  frequent  faying  of  Lady  Huntingdon's. 

LEGAL    TERRORS. 

Faith  is  the  eye  of  the  foul.  This  eye,  beholding 
the  fin  of  the  foul  in  having  pierced  Chrift,  and 
Chrift  pardoning  it's  fm,  afFefts  the  heart :  whence 
the  heart  fends  forth  affedting  fighs.  All  this  is 
done  when  there  is  no  tempeft  of  terror  on  the  fpirit, 
but  a  fweet  ferenity  of  love  and  peace.  See,  there- 
fore, O  believer,  how  Satan  mifinforms  thee,  when 
he  would  perfuade  thee,  that  thou  art  not  humbled 
enough,  becaufe  thy  forrow  is  not  attended  with 
legal  terrors.  '  GurnaU. 

Dd  a  LIFE. 


4o8       Excellent  Pajfages  from  eminent  Perfomi 

LIFE. 

What  is  life,  but  a  warfare?  And  what  is  the 
world,  but  a  thoroughfare  ?  Dyer, 

The  flow  motion  of  a  living  maa  (though  fo  fee- 
ble, perhaps,  that  he  cannot  go  a'  furlong  in  a  day), 
yet  coming  from  life,  imports  more  ftrength  than  is 
in  a  (hip,  which  (though  it  fails  fwiftly)  hath  it's 
motion  from  without.  Thus,  poffibly,  an  hypocrite 
may  exceed  a  true  Chriftian,  in  the  bulk  and  out- 
fide  of  a  duty ;  yet,  becaufe  his  ftrength  is  not  from 
fpiritual  life,  but  from  fome  wind  and  tide  abroad, 
that  carries  him  on,  while  the  Chriftian  is  from  a  di- 
vine principle  within :  therefore  the  Chriftian*s 
weaknefs  is  ftronger  than  the  hypocrite  in  his  great- 
eft  enlargements.  GumalL 

LITTLEGRACES. 

I  have  rather  fmoke,  than  fire ;  and  gueffings,  ra- 
ther than  aflurances  of  Chrift's  love.  I  have  little 
or  nothing  to  fay,  but  that  I  am  as  one  who  hath 
found  favour  in  his  eyes.  Rutberfoord. 

When  a  pearl  or  a  diamond  is  defiled  with  duft 
or  mire,  it*s  luftre  cannot  be  difcerned,  until  it  is 
waflied.  When  corruptions  are  great,  and  expe- 
riences fmall,  a  little  grace  can  hardly  be  difcerned  : 
as  a  needle  is  more  difficult  to  be  difcovered,  than  a 
ftaif.  Manton. 

LITTLE    TRUTHS. 

Omitting  little  truths,  againft  light,  may  breed 
hell  in  the  confcience,  as  well  as  committing  the 
greateft  fms,  againft  light.  fVilcox. 

LOVE. 

The  fpirit  of  Chrift  fweetly  calms  the  foul  of  a 
fuffering  believer,  not  by  taking  away  all  fenfe  of 
pain,  but  by  overcoming  it  with  the  fenfe  of  his  love. 

GurnalL 
Do 
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Do  Chrift  this  one  favour,  for  all  his  love  to  thee : 
love  all  his  faints ;  even  the  pooreft,  the  mearfeft, 
and  the  weakeft,  notwithftanding  forae  flight  dif- 
ferences in  judgment.  As  the  names  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael  were  graven  on  Aaron's  breaft-plate  ;  fo  are 
the  names  of  all  God's  faints,  engraven  on  the  heart 
of  Clirift.  Let  them  be  likewife  fo  on  thine.    fViliox. 

Every  man  can  love  his  friend ;  but  only  a  godly 
man  can  love  his  enemy.  Parr. 

It  was  a  notable  faying  of  an  holy  man,  "  Quench 
hell  and  burn  heaven,  yet  will  I  love  and  fear  my 
God."  DoJd. 

Other  lovers,  befide  Chrift,  are  in  fuit  of  you, 
and  your  foul  hath  many  wooers :  but  let  your  foul 
be  a  chafte  virgin,  and  love  but  one.  Moft  worthy 
is  Chrift  alone,  of  all  your  love,  were  your  love  higher 
than  heaven  and  broader  than  the  whole  world. 

Proportionable  to  the  renovation  of  the  image  of 
God,  and  the  likenefs  of  God  upon  our  fouls,  is  our 
iove  to  Jefus  Chrift.  Owen. 

When  we  love  God  moft,  our  duties  run  on  the 
moft  freely  and  fweetly  :  and  when  our  thoughts  are 
moft  fteeped  in  the  love  of  God  to  us,  we  are  then 
moft  likely  to  love  him  abundantly  in  return. 

Manton. 

LUKEWARMNESS. 

It  is  fad,  when  after  fpiritual  enlargements,  and 
the  performance  of  fpiritual  duties,  believers  are  off 
their  guard,  and  negligent  in  honouring  God  by 
good  works,  in  the  fight  of  all  men  v  when,  like 
Mofes,  they  no  fooner  come  down  from  the  mount, 
than  they  turn,  and  break  the  tables  of  the  law. 
Oh,  Chriftians,  either  vindicate  the  name  of  Chrift 
(whofe  banner  you  would  feem  to  march  after),  by 
the  holinefs  of  your  converfations ;  or  boneftly  throw 
away  your  profeffion  of  godlinefs,  and  your  feeming 
ze^l  for  Chrift,  by  whfch  you  have  drawn  the  eyes  of 
the  world  upon  you.  Gurnall. 

Dd3  LUSTS. 
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LUSTS. 

Our  luflis  are  cords.  Fiery  trials  are  Cent  to  hx^rn 
and  confume  them. 

MAGNANIMITY. 

Happy  are  they,  who  dare  venture  out,  into  the 
open  ftrects,  with  the  name  of  Chrift  upon  their  fore- 
heads; at  a  time  when  fo  many  are  afhamed  of  him,^ 
and  hide  him  (as  it  were)  under  their  cloaks,  as  if  he 
were  a  ftblen  Saviour.  Rutherfoord. 

MALICE. 

Such  as  rake  up  the  old  fins  of  faints  (fins  which 
God  hath  forgiven  and  forgotten),  merely  to  grieve 
their  fpirits,  and  to  fpatter  their  names ;  fliew  their 
malice  indeed ;  who  can  take  fuch  pains  to  travel 
many  years  back,  that  they  may  find  an  handful!  of 
dirt,  to  throw  in  a  faint's  face.  Thus  Shimei 
twitted  David,  i  Sam.  i.  6,  7.  Come  out,  thou 
bloody  man. 

When  you,  who  fear  God,  meet  with  fuch  re- 
proaches, anfwer  them,  as  Beza  did  the  Papifts, 
when,  for  want  of  other  matter,  they  upbraided  him 
for  fome  wanton  poems,  penned  by  him  in  his 
youth  :  Hi  homunciones  invident  mibi  gratiam  Deiy  faid 
he  ;  *^  Thefe  men  grudge  me  the  pardoning  mercy  of 
God.'*  GurnalL 

MAN    UNRENEWED. 

Eafy,  good-natured,  affable  men,  whofe  hearts  are 
neverthelefs  nn-renewed  by  divine  grace ;  may  be 
compared  to  ripe  plumbs  and  apricots,  which,  how* 
ever  foft  and  fmooth  on  the  outfide,  yet  have  an  hard 
ftonc  within.  Amn^ 

The  natural  man  is  a  fpiritual  monftqr.  His  heart 
is  where  ()is  feet  fliould  be ;  fixed  upon  the  earth  : 
bis  heels  are  lifted  up   againft  heaven,  w^iich  his 

heart 
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heart  fliould  be  fet  on.  His  face  is  towards  hell; 
iiis  back  towards  heaven*  He  loves  what  fae  fhould 
hate,  and  hates  what  he  (hould  iove ;  joys  in  what 
he  ought  to  lnourafc»r,  and  mourns  for  what  he  ought 
4to rejoice  in;  glories  in  his  fliame»  and  is  afhamed 
of  his  g^ory ;  abhc<%  what  he  (hould  defire,  and  de- 
iir<es  what  he  Ihould  abhor.  B^Jlon. 

None  oi  Adam*«  children  naturally  mcline  to  re- 
ceive the  blelfings  in  borrowed  robes ;  but  would 
always,  according  to  the  fpider's  motto,  owe  all  to 
theoifelves :  and  fo  climb  up  to  heaven  on  a  thread 
Ipun  -out  of  their  own  bowels.  For  they  defire  to  be 
under  the  law,  Gah  iv.  21.  aiid  go  about  teeftablifh 
their  own  righteoufnefs,  Rom.  x.  3.  ibid. 

The  affeftions  of  the  unrenewed  man  are  as  an 
unruly  horfe,  that  either  will  notreceive9  or  violent- 
ly runs  away  with,  the  rider.  ib}d. 

MANIFESTATIO  N  S.  - 

After  great'  manifeftations  of  God's  love,  it  is 
ofual  for  the  tempter  to  be  unufually  bufy. — So 
weak  is  the  conftitution  of  giiace  below,  that  we  can- 
riot,  of  ourfelves,  bear  either  the  fmiles  or  the  frowns 
of  God,  without  fome  degfte  of  danger.  »  If  God 
fmile,  and  open  himfelf  familiarly  ^o  us,  then  we  are 
prone  to  grow  high  and  wanton  :  if  he  frown,  then 
faith  finks  and  hope  fickens.  .  Thus  exalted  mani- 
feftations, like  bright  weather  and  warm  air,  arc 
followed  by  the  weeds  of  corruption :  and  the  other, 
like  a  Ikarp,  intenfe  froft,  nips  and  almoft  kills  the 
flowers  of  joy,  peace,  and  comfort.  Jnon. 

That  the  bleffed  God  can  imprefs  on  the  mind  fo 
ftrong  a  fenfe  of  pardon,  as  to  leave  a  repenting  fm- 
ner,  beyond  all  queftion,  fatisfied  of  its  coming  from 
him ;  none  can  doubt,  but  thofe  who  are  for  limit- 
ing the  power  of  the  Almighty,  and  for  prefcriblngto 
the  wifdom  of  the  All-wife.  And  that,  in  many  in- 
ftances,  God  is  moft  gracioully  pleafed,  in  this  man- 
ner, to  manifeft  himfelf  and  his  love,  none  can  dif- 
D  d  4  P^te, 
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5ute«)07ho  have  been  happily  acquainted  with  the 
vc$  and  deaths  of  the  excclknt  of  the  earth.    Venn. 

MANNERS, 

Is  the  &ith  of  Chrift  fatal  to  refined  manners,  as 
the  rod  of  Mofes  was  to  the  counterfeit  miracles  of 
the  magicians  ?  No.  It  is  rather  like  the  influence 
of  the  {an<9:uary,  ori  the  rod  of  Aaron  :  which,  while 
it  remained  at  a  diftance  from  the  tabernacle,  was  a 
dry,  faplefs,  and  barren  (lick  5  but  when  depofited 
before  tlie  ark,  was  quickened  into  vegetable  life, 
was  adorned  with  a  milk-white  bloom,  and  enriched 
with  fuUrgrown  fruit :  or,  as  the  facred  biftorian  ex- 
preffes  this  furprifing  faft,  it  "  brought  forth  buds, 
and  bloomed  blofloms,  and  yielded  almonds," 
Numb.  xvii.  8,  Hervey. 

M  A  N's    LIFE. 

Man  lives  by  death.      His  natural  life  is  main* 

tained  by  the  death  of  the  creatures;  and  his  fpiri- 

tual  and  eternal  life  are  owing  to  the  death  of  his 

S^^vipur,  Dyer, 

MAN'S    OBEDIENCE. 

Ye  that  go  to  the  Father,  and  think^to  fet  your- 
felves  in  his  prcfence,  and  ftand  as  the  objefts  of  his 
delight,  on  the  footing  of  your  own  righteoufnefs; 
(hame  ajid  confufion  of  face  will  cover  you,  before 
ye  are  aware.  Paul  durft  not  be  found  in  it;  but 
looked  upon  it  as  dung:  and  dung,  you  know,  is 
both  ofFenfive  in  itfelf,  and  unable  to  fupport  the 
man  that  ftands  upon  it. — I^et  a  man  venture  upqn 
Chrift,  as  the  way  to  the  Father,  and  he  (hall  not 
iink.  ^  Crijp. 

All  the  righteoufnefs  of  man  is  not  able  to  yphold 
him  \  nay,  there  is  that  in  man's  righteoufnefs, 
which  will  fink  him  [if  refted  upon  and  trufted  to]  : 
for,  be  that  bath  broke  the  law  but  in  one  point. 
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is  guilty  of  all.  Chrift  therefore  is  the  only  rock  on 
which  finners  can  build  their  hope.  ibid. 

I  know  forae  places,  that  are  as  green  and  fair  to 
the  eye,  as  the  beft  way  man  ever  fet  foot  into :  yet, 
if  you  venture  upon  them,  you  fink  up  to  the  neck. 
— Whilft  men  make  their  own  righteoufnefs  and 
'  obedience  their  way  to  God's  favour,  they  feem  to 
be  in  a  fair  and  green  path,  which  promifeth  fafety 
and  firmnefs  :  yet,  he  that  dares  truft  himfelf  in  the 
way  of  his  own  righteoufnefs,  as  his  way  to  God  and 
heaven,  will  find  himfelf  fink  fo  faft,  that,  if  Chrift 
come  not  and  pluck  him  out,  he  will  fink  over  head 
and  ears.  ibid. 

In  the  way  of  works,  a  man  lofes  himfelf  prefent- 
ly.  There  is  not  one  work  he  does,  but  he  commits 
fin  in  it :  and  God  will  never  let  the  foul  come  near 
to  him,  that  comes  with  any  fin  whatever.  I  fpeak 
this  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  man,  while  be  makes 
that  his  way  to  God,  ibid. 

MARRIAGE. 

I  think  it  a  greater  fin,  to  marry,  on  the  Lord's 
day,  than  to  yoke  a  plough :  inafmuch  as  the  work 
Md  concern  is  greater.  The  finful  continuance  of 
this,  I  judge  to  be  a  provoking  profanation  of  the 
Sabbath  :  and  ^  I  feldom  fee  thofe  marriages  bleft, 
which  was  celebrated  on  that  day. 

Mr.  James  Frazer's  Memoirs. 

MEANS- 

When  God  difcovers  himfelf  by  means,  we  know 
no  more  of  him  than  can  be  reprefented  by  thofe 
means.  If  a  pipe  (hould  be  put  to  a  great  ocean,  or 
river,  the  clftern,  or  conduit,  can  receive  no  more 
than  the  pipe  can  convey.  Manton. 

It  is  a  greater  mercy,  to  have  a  fpiritual  appetite 
for  the  means  of  grace,  and  to  be  providentially  de- 
barred from  enjoying  them  j  than  to  have  opportu- 
nities 
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pities  of  attending  them,  without  an  appetite  for 
them. 

Mr.  fniHam  -G^y,  in  Converfation^  at  Broad  Hem^ 
kury^  March  15,  1774. 

MEEKNESS. 

Paffionate  reproofs  are  like  medicines  given  fcald-r 
ing  hot :  the  patient  cannot  take  them.  If  we  wifli 
to  do  good  to  thofe  we  rebuke,  weihould  labour  for 
meeknefs  qf  wifdom,  and  ufe  foft  words  and  hard 
aj'guments.  I>odd, 

MERCY. 

To  exercife  mercy,  is  God*s  great  prerc^ative ;  an 
afit  not  of  debt,  but  of  royal  bounty :  which  he  exr 
^rcifes  when,  and  to  whom,  it  feemeth  good  in  his 
fight.  I  will  h^ve  mercy  on  whom  I  will  have  mercy, 
is  his  high  and  holy  xefblve.  Hervey^ 

Dr.  Bates  has  an  obfcrvation  to  the  fame  effeft  : 

*'  As,  at  the  deluge,  the  waters  covered  the  high- 
eft  mountains^  as  well  as  the  loweft  hills ;  fo,  pardon- 
ing mercy  cancels  the  greateft  fins,  as  well  as  the 
leaft."  jirrowfmiib. 

The  fun  is  glorious  and  beautiful ;  but,  if  th^ 
moon  and  every  ftar  had  as  much  brightnefs,  it 
would  not  be  fo  peculiarly  admired.  Thus  the 
rnercyofGod,  toward  his  ele<5t,  is  fo  much  the  more 
admirable,  by  being contrafted  with  his  wrath  againft 
the  reprobate.  Parr. 

Let  us  learn  to  run  up  all  the  mercies,  we  are  par- 
takers of,  to  the  proper  fpring "  who  loved  me, 

and  gave  himfelf  for  me.*'  Dr.  Owen. 

Special  mercies  call  for  fpecial  duties ;  as  they,  that 
hold  the  largeft  farms,  muft  pay  the  largeft  rent. 

Dyer^ 

To  blefs  God  for  mercies,  is  the  way  to  increafe 
them ;  to  blefs  him  for  miferies,  is  the  way  to  re- 
move them.  No  good  lives  fo  long,  as  that  which 
is  thankfully  improved :  no  evil  dies  fo  foon,  as  that 
which  is  patiently  endured.  ibid. 

MERIT. 


Excellent  Pajfa^^s  from  emtmnt  Perfons.  -     41 1 


MERIT, 

Free-wUi  eftablifties  merit :  free-grace  checks  it. 
The  fun  is  not  beholden  to  tis,  becaufe  we  borrow 
light  from  it :  or  the'  fountain,  becaufe  we  draw 
water,  Manlon. 

MINISTERS. 

If  one  workman  (hould  tell  you  that  "your  houfe 
muft  be  pulled  down,  that  the  beams  are  all  rotten, 
and  new  materials  muft  be  prepared  j"  and  another 
ihould  fay,  "  No  j  the  houfe  will  ftand  firm  enough 
with  a  little  repair,  fuch  a  beam  is  good,  fuch  a  ipar 
may  continue,  and  a  trifling  coft  will  ferve  the  turn :" 
you  would,  probably,  liften  to  him  who  is  for  put- 
ting you  to  the  leaft  expence  and  trouble. 

Anhoneft  and  faithful  minifter  of  Chrift  comes 
and  tells  finners,  from  the  Scriptures,  that  man  is, 
by  nature,  in  a  dangerous  condition ;  that  his  houfe 
is  tumbling  about  his  ears ;  that  his  natural  ftdte  ia 
corrupt  and  rotten ;  that  nothing  of  the  original 
frame  will  ferve  j  that  old  things  muft  be  done  away, , 
and  all  things  become  new. — Next,  in  fteps  an  Ar- 
minian  and  blows  up  the  finner's  pride,  by  telling 
him,  that  he  is  neither  fo  weak,  nor  fo  wicked,  as 
the  other  reprefents  him  ;  that  a  little  patching  and, 
whitewalhing  will  fet  all  to  rights,  without  taking 
any  part  of  the  building  down.  "  If  thou  wilt,** 
fays  he,  "  thou  mayeft  repent,  believe,  be  good,  and 
endure  to  the  end  :  or,  at  leaft,  by  exerting  thy  na- 
tural abilities,  thou  wilt  oblige  God  to  lend  an  help- 
ing hand  to  thy  endeavours,  and  fuper-add  what 
thou  baft  not."  This  is  the  workman^  that  will 
pleafe  proud  men  beft.  GwrnalL ' 

If  a  minifter  be  erroneous,  how  fhould  the  flock 
be  found  }  No  readier  way  to  deftroy  a  whole  town, 
than  by  poifoning  the  ciftern,  at  which  they  draw 
their  water.  ibid. 

How 
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How  fhall  the  prophane  be  hardened  in  their  fins  ? 
Let  the  preacher  but  fow  pillows  under  their  elbows, 
and  cry  peace,  peace ;  and  all  is  done.  How  may 
the  worlhip  of  God  come  to  be  neglected  ?  Let 
Hophi  and  Phineas  be  fcandalous  in  their  lives,  and 
men  will  foon  come  to  abhor  the  offering  of  the 
Lord,#  ibid . 

The  Devil  hath  his  miniftcrs>  as  well  as  Chrift. 

Djer. 

Too  many  modern  preachers  refemble  auftioneers, 
who  put  up  heaven  to  the  highcft  bidder. 

Mr.  Serkj  in  cowuerfation^  London,  June  3,  1774. 

Under  the  law,  the  prieft  had  part  of  the  (acrifices 
affigned  to  himfelf  and  his  own  peculiar  ufe,—— 
Under  the  gofpel,  Chrift's  minifters,  when  they  arc 
made  inftruments  of  fpiritual  comfort  to  others,  ge- 
nerally come  in  for  a  (hare  of  the  confolation  them- 
felves.  God  often  waters  the  preacher,  while  the 
preacher  is  watering  the  people.  Mr.  Ryland. 

The  flioulder  (which  is  the  working  part  of  the 
ox)  was  the  prieft's  portion :  to  (hew,  that  God's  mi- 
nifters (hould  labour  for  what  they  receive,  and  not 
cat  the  bread  of  idlenefs.  ibid. 

That  minifter  is  worth  nothing  who  cannot  make 
the  Devil  .roar.  ibid. 

A  judicious  minifter  will  accommodate  his  labours 
to  the  apprehenfions  and  peculiar  cafes  of  his  peo- 
ple ;  as  the  prophet  Elijah  adapted  his  own  fize  to 
that  of  the  child  he  raifed  to  life.  ibid. 

A  good  man  was  obferving  to  me,  to-day,  that 
•*  many  minifters  fpeak  fo  fparingly  and  fo  coldly 
of  the  gofpel  privileges  of  the  faints,  that  one  would 
imagine  they  thought  themfelves  no  more  than 
fcare-crows,  fet  up  on  purpofe  to  frighten  God*s 
people  from  the  corn,"  May  7,  1770. 

What  recompence  did  the  prophets  receive  (from 
the  world),  for  all  their  labours  and  expence  of  fpi* 
rits  (in  preaching),  but  faws,  and  fwords,  and  dun- 
geons ?  It  is  almoft  AS  much  the  charader  of  a  mi- 
nifter. 
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jiifter,  to  be  much  in  afflidions;  as  to  be  much  in 
fpirit,  and  much  in  Jabours.  "  To  preach/'  faid 
Luther,  "  is  only  another  name  for  deriving  and  en- 
tailing the  world's  hatred  upon  ourfelves."  But  we 
may  juflly  ful'peft,  that  we  are  not  true  to  our  maf- 
ter,  when  we  are  dandled  on  the  world's  knees. 

Dr.  Ma)ttoiu 

Some  people  are  apt  to  blame  Chriftian  minifters, 
for  dealing  too  faithfully  with  their  hearers-  But 
was  I  to  fee  a  blind  man  walking  towards  a  gravel- 
pit  two  or  three  hundred  foot  deep,  and  I  was  to  beg 
him,  for  his  own  fake,  not  to  go  on;  would  it  not  be 
very  abfurd  in  him  to  be  angry,  and  to  anfwer,  what 
is  my  danger  to  you  ?  Pray,  mind  your  own  bufi* 
nefs?'*  Mr.  fFaUiSy  in  converfationy  at  London^  May 
10,  1776. 

Minifters  are,  in  general,  apt  to  make  too  wide  4. 
a  diftindioh  between  feekers  and  believers  ;  a  maa 
muft  have  fome  degree  of  faving  grace,  and  of  true 
faith,  before  ever  he  can  feek  Chrift  in  earneft. 

Mr.  Madan^  in  converfaiion^  July  18,  1769. 

We  [minifters]  (hould  not  [only]  be  like  dials  on 
a  wall,  or  like  watches  in  our  pockets,  to  teach  the 
eye ;  but  like  clocks  and  alarms,  to  ring  to  the  ear. 
Aaron  muft  wear  bells,  as  well  as  pomegranates.  The 
prophet's,  voice  muft  be  a  trumpet,'  whofe  found  may 
be  heard  afar  oflF. — A  fleeping  centinel  may  be  the 
lofs  of  a  whole  city. 

Bijhop  Hally  in  a  Sermon  before  King  Jani^s, — See 
the,  Bi/hofs  Remains ^  p.  2,  3. 

An  architect  cannot  fay  to  bis  rule,  his  line,  or 
other  inftruments,  **  Go,  build  an  houfc."  He 
muft,  firft,  take  them  into  his  own  hand,  ere  the 
wiftied-for  effeft  will  follow.  What  are  minifters  of 
God  but  mere  inftruments?  And,  if  ever  they  are 
iifeful  in  building  up  the  Church  of  Chrift,  it  is  bi$ 
own  hand  muft  make  them  fo. 

M^-  Hitchen^  in  corn^erjation,  Jtdy  18. 

Herod 


4i8  .     Excellent  Pajfages  Jrom  emineni  Perjms^ 

Herod  was  a  wonderful  gofpeller,  for  awhile;  tin- 
til  John  told  him  of  his  inceft.  So  a  minifter  is  i 
mighty  good  man  with  his  people,  until  he  lays  the 
ax  of  his  miniftry  to  their  favourite  fins  and  errors^ 

Parvi 

Men  are  bunglers,  who  are  taught  by  any  other 
but  God.  We,  that  are  minifters  of  the  gofpel, 
leave  you  but  dunces  in  Chriftian  experience  and 
Chriftian  praftice,  till  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  breathes 
with  our  miniftry,  and,  by  his  fpirit,  teaches  your 
fpirits.  GurnalL 

One  capital  error  in  men's  preparing  themfelves 
for  the  facred  funftion,  is,  that  they  read  divinity 
more  in  other  books,  than  in  the  Scriptures* 

Bijhap  Burnet. 

Afk  yourfelves  often  [fays  the  bifhop,  addreffing 
liimfelf  to  the  clergy  of  our  church],  would  you  fol- 
low that  courfe  of  life,  if  there  were  no  fettled  efta- 
blifhment  belonging  to  it,  and  if  you  were  to  preach 
tinder  the  crofs,  and  in  danger  of  perfecution  ?  For, 
till  you  arrive  at  that,  'you  are  yet  carnal,  and  come 
into  the  priefthood  for  a  piece  of  bread.  ibid. 

I  have  lamented,  during  my  whole  life,  that  I  faw 
fo  little  true  zeal  among  our  clergy.  The  main 
body  of  our  clergy  has  always  appeared  dead  and 
lifelefs  to  me.  Inftead  of  animating  one  another, 
they  feem  to  lay  one  another  afleep.  Withou'-^avifi- 
ble  alteration  in  this,  you  will  fall  under  an  univerfal 
contempt,  and  lofe  both  the  credit  and  the  fruits  of 
your  miniftry.  ibid. 

I  fay  it  with  regret ;  I  have  obferved  the  clergy, 
in  all  the  places  through  which  I  have  travelled, 
Papifts,  Lutherans,  Caivinifts,  and  Diffenters :  but 
of  them  all,  our  clergy  are  much  the  moft  remifs  in 
their  labours,  and  the  leaft  fevere  in  their  lives,  ibid. 

MYSTERIES. 

The  doftrinal  myfteries  of  Chriftianityarebonesto 
'philofophy,  but  milk  to  faith.  HowelVs  Letters. 

MEMEN- 
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MEMENTO. 

RemembeT  thy  fins^  and  ehrift'spardonings ;  thy 
hell-defervings,  and  Ghrift's  merits ;  thy  weaknefs, 
and  Chrift'^  ftrength ;  thy  pride,  and'  Chrift's  hu- 
mility; thy  many  infirmities,  and  Chrift's  reftor- 
ings;  thy  guilts,  and  Chrift's  new  applications  of 
his  blood;  thy  fallings,  and 'Chrift's  raifings-upj 
thy  wants,  and  Chrift's  fiillnefs ;  thy  temptations, 
and  Chrift's  tendernefs;  thy  vilenefs,  and  Chrift's 
rigfateoufnefs.  fVUcm. 

NAME  OF  GOD- 
The  name  of  Godis  the  believer's  harbour ;  vfhttt 
he  may  betake  himfelf  as  boldly,  as  a  man  fteps  into 
his  own  houfe  when  overtaken  by  a  (bower.  GurnalL 
Almighty  power,  made  lovely  by  an  eflenrial 
union  with  perfeft  wifddm,  juftice,  and  mercy,  makes 
up  the  name  of  God,  and  demands  the  heart-felt 
adoration  of  his  creatures.  Anon. 

NATURE. 

We  are  for  bringing  to  Chrift;  and  that  muftnot 
be.     Not  a-  penny  of  nature's  high  eft  improvements  , 
will  pafs  in  heaven.  Wilcox. 

When  nature  is  hard  put  to  it,  by  guilt,  or 
wrath,  it  will  fly  to  its  old  haunts  of  felf-righteouf- 
nefs,  felf-goodnefs,  &c.  Only  God's  infinite  power 
can  caft  down  thefc  ftrong-holds.  ibid. 

'  Nature  would  do  any  thing,  to  be  faved,  rather 
than  go  to  Chrift  alone,  and  clofe  with  him.  Chrift 
will  have  nothing.;  and  yet  the  foul  will  force  fome- 
thing  of  its  own  on  Chrift.  ibid. 

.  Nature  cannot  endureto  think,  that  the  gofpel  is 
only  for  finners.  It  would,  if  left  to  itfelf,  rather 
chufe  to  defpair,  than  go  to  Chrift  upon  fuch 
terms.  ibid. 

It  is  a  terrible  ftroke  to  nature,  to  think  of  being 
ftripped  of  all,  and  not  to  have  a  rag  of  duty  or 
felf  righteoufnefs  left  to  look  at.  ibid. 

Such 
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•  Such  is  the  natural  propenfUy  of  man's  heart  td 
the  way  of  the  law,  in  oppofition  to  Chrift;'that,  as^ 
the  tainted  veffel  turns  the  tafte  of  the  pureft  liquor 
put  into  it,  fo  the  hatural  man  turns  the  very  gof- 
pel  into  law,  and  would  transform  the  covenant  of 
grace  into  a  covenant  of  works.  Bofton. 

NEARNESS    TO   CHRIST. 

It  is  but  a  fmall  thing,  to  fee  Chrift  in  a  book,  as 
men  fee  the  world  in  a  map  :  but  to  come  near  \into  . 
Chrift,  to  love  him  and  embrace  him,  is  quite  another 
thing.    ^  Rutherfoord, 

Let  Diotrephes  fay,  it  is  good  for  me  to  have  the 
pre-eminence.  Let  Judas  lay,  it  is  good  for  me  to 
bear  the  bag.     Let  Demas  fay,  it  is  good  for  me  to 

embrace  the  prefent  world. But  do  thou,  O  my 

foul,  fay,  with  David,  it  is  good  for  me  to  draw  near 
to  God.  Arnmfmitb. 

N  E  E  D. 
"  It  is  now  twenty-three  years,  fince  I  was  awak- 
ened to  know  the  work  of  God  upon  my  heart :  and 
I  feel  my  need  of  Chrift  more  deeply,  at  the  end  of 
thefe  three  and  twenty  years,  than  I  even  did  when 
I  was  firft  drawn  to  him." 

Good  Mr.  Jofsj  in  Converfation,  ,  at   Briftoly  this 

day.AusuJii^yi'jTS. 

Was  it  net  for  aeedy,  helplcfs,  thirfting  finners, 

Chrift  would  have  no  cuftomers.     The  bleffings  of 

grace  and  glory  would,  as  it  were,  lie  upon  his  hands. 

Arrowfmitb. 

NEGLIGENCE. 

Chriftians  are  too  negligent,  and  do  not  live  likq 
thofc  that  are  born  of  God.  As  it  was  faid  of  Han- 
nibal, when  he  was  melting  himfelf  away  in  the  plea-^ 
fures  of  Capua,  that  "  there  was  fire  in  him,  but  it 
needed  blowing;**  fo,  in  true  believers,  there  is 
grace  at  the  bottom,  but  it  needs  a  little  ilirring  and 
quickening.  Canton* 

NEW 
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'        •      N  E  W    B  I  R  T  H. 
If  thou  art  hot  born  again,  all  thy  [outward]  re- 
farmation  is  naught.     Thou  haft  fhi^t  the  door,  but 
the  thief  is  ftill  in  the  houfe*  Bofton. 

/new  c  6  V  e  n  a  Jj  t. 

There  is  no  condition  in'  the  new  covenant.  It  is 
the  freenefs  of  God's  love,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his 
compaffionj  that  undertakes  [and  accomplifhes]  all. 

Mrs.  fFfight. 

b  B  E  t)  i  Ei  N  C  E. 

'  Obedience  is  heceflary  to  our  comfort  and  aflur- 
ance,  though  not  to  pardon.  Richard/on. 

OPPOSITION. 

.  A  believer  hath  fo  much  oppbfition,  in  his  way  to 
glory,  that  h<  had  need  be  well  locked  into  the  fad- 
die  of  his  profeflionj  or  he  will  be  foon  difmounted. 

GumalL 
Whence  is  it,  that  the  dodrines  of  fpeciai  election, 
of  efficacious  grace  in  regeneration  and  converfion, 
of  juftification  by  the  imputed  righteoufnefsof  Chrift, 
and  of  the  infallible  p'erfeverance  of  the  faints; 
though  (o  clearly  revealed,  and  fo  fti'ongly  proved, 
in  the  word  of  God;  are,  notwithftanding,  fo  gene- 
rally denied,  oppofed,  and  ridiculed?  Becaufe  they 
give  all  the  glory  to  God,  and  will  not  allow  man  fo 
much  as  to  boaft  a  little.  Anon. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Some  obfervations  of  the  excellent  Mr.  Thomas 
Cole  *,  in  an  account  of  his  own  experience. 

"  I  liken  the  word  of  God  to  a  feal,  and  the  heart 
of  man  to  wax:  and,  I  muft  fay,  I  have  often  feen 
what  has  been  engraven  on  the  feal,  when,  to  my 

^  Author  of  that  valuable  Treatife  on  Regeneration. 
.Vol.  IV,  (21.)         ^      Ee  forrow, 
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forrow,  I  have  not  found  full  and  fuitable  impref- 
fions  upon  my  own  heart.  But  yet,  as  in  fome  dd 
coin,  iome  worn  groats,  there  appears  here  and  there 
a  little,  here  and  there  a  ftroke,  that  difcovers  the 
value  of  the  piece,  and  makes  it  current  money ;  fo, 
when  I  have  faid  the  bed  I  can  of  my  cafe,  though 
I  cannot  prefent  you  with  grace  in  as  defirable  cha- 
rafters  as  I  could  wifli ;  yet,  what  I  am,  I  am  by 
grace  :  and  if  God  (hould  never  do  more  for  me  in 
this  world,  I  have  reafon  to  blefs  his  name,  to  all 
eternity,  for  what  he  hath  already  done. 

"  Before  I  had  confidered  the  grace  of  God,  I 
was  afraid  of  my  own  conviftions.  I  durft  not  fcrape 
too  deep  in  that  dunghill,  which  lay  before  my 
door:  there 'was  enough  already  apparent,  that  I 
knew  not  well  what  to  do  with.  But  the  general 
confideration  of  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God  en- 
couraged me  to  look  farther.  I  thouglit  thus: 
there  is  a  remedy  to  be  had,  let  things  be  as  bad  as 
bad  can  be ;  there  is  a  phyfician,^  and  many  promifes 
ot  pardon  and  affiftance.  Whence  I  concluded,  that 
I  might  fafely  venture  to  know  the  worft  of  myfelf» 

**  I  was  convinced,  I  could  be  faved  no  other  way, 
but  by  §race,  if  I  could  but  find  grace  enough :  but, 
at  that  time,  I  faw  more  in  my  own  fm,  than  in  God's 
mercy.  But  this  put  me  on  a  farther  enquiry  after 
the  grace  of  God,  becaufe  my  life  lay  upon  it  r  and 
thus  I  was  brought  to  the  gofpel. 

"  When  I  came  to  the  gofpel,  I  met  with  the  few 
m  it :  i.  e.  I  was  for  turning  the  gofpel  into  law.  I 
began  to  fettle  myfelf  upon  gofpel  duties,  as  repent- 
ance, humiliation,  believing,^  praying,  &c.  And,  1 
know  not  how^  forgot  the  promife  of  grace,  which 
firft  brought  me  to  the  gofpel.  But  as  I  had  before 
found,  that  I  could  not  anfwer  the  ftridknefs  of  the 
law,  becaufe  my  duties  fell  Ifeort  of  the  rale  ;  fo  I 
came  to  difcover,  that  I  could  not  anfwer  the  [fpi- 
rituality]  of  the  gofpel,  for  I  preffed  after  ads  of 
grace  upon  a  legal  footing  j  m:aking  works  of  them 

all. 
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all.  I  found  I  could  neither  believe,  nor  pray,  as 
the  gofpel  required. 

"  While  I  was  in  this  plunge,  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
to  direft  me  to  ftudy  the  perfon  of  Chrift  :  whom  I 
looked  on  as  the  great  undertaker  in  the  work  of 
man's  falvation.  And,  truly,  here  1  may  fay,  ac- 
cording to  my  meafure,  as  Paul  did,  "  it  pleafed 
God  to  reveal  his  Son  in  me,"  God  overcame  my 
heart  with  this.  I  faw  fo  much  mercy  in  his  mercy, 
fo  much  love  in  his  love,  fo  much  grace  in  his 
.  grace,  that  I  knew  not  what  to  liken  it  to.  And 
here  my  heart  broke,  I  knew  not  how. 

"  Belief  of  falvation  muft  be  grounded  on  fome  in- 
ward tranfaftion  between  Chrift  and  the  foul.  I 
began  to  confider,  whether  any  fuch  thing  had  paffed 
between  Chrift  and  me :  and,  while  I  was  looking 
this  way,  the  Lord  Jefus  drew  me;  and  took  hold  of 
me,  in  raifing  me  up  to  a  fenfible  reliance  on  him. 

"  I  never  had  a  more  lively  fenfe  of  my  accept- 
ance with  God  through  Chrift,  than  when  I  was  fen- 
fible of  the  greateft  recumbency  on  him :  when  I 
laid  mpft  ftrefs  upon  him,  I  always  found  moft 
ftrength  in  him. 

"  Before  this  faith  came,  1  knew  not  how  to  fe* 
cure  myfelf  againft  paft,  prefent,  and  future  fins: 
but  there  was  that  largenefs  of  grace^  that  all-fuffi- 
ciency  of  mercy,  that  infinity  of  righteoufnefs,  dif- 
covered  to  me  in  Chrift,  that  I  found  ftifficient  for 
all  the  days  of  my  life.  I  clofed  with  Chrift  for  ac- 
ceptance throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  my  life.  I 
dealt  with  him  for  all,  at  once. 

"  Though  new  guilt  puts  me  under  a  neceffity  of 
making  frefli  application  to  Chrift,^yet  ftill  it  is  upon 
the  old  footing.  I  cannot  put  Chrift  upon  doing 
that  for  me,  which  he  hath  not  already  done.  I 
daily  apply  to  Chrift  for  cleanfing ;  which  I  call, 
living  by  faith  :  and  I  never  was  under  the  power  of 
this  Jaith,  but  I  found  a  greater  di{pofition  in  my 
fpirit  to  praftical  holinefs,  than  at  any  other  time." 

£  e  2  Sotne 
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Some  things  faid  by  the  fame  Mr.  Thomas  Cole, 
on  his  death-bed.     (Obiit,  Sept.  i6,  1667.) 

**  Many  plead  for  thofc  opinions  and  notions,  up- 
on which  they  would  be  loath  to  venture  their  fouls 
in  a  dying  hour.  I  Value  more  the  judgement  of  a 
dying  faint,  about  jiiftification,  than  ail  the  wrang- 
ling difputes  of  learned  men. 

"  It  would  be  miferablc  dying,  if  we  had  not 
fomething,  every  way  adequate  to  the  demands  of 
the  law,  to  ground  our  hopes  of  eternal  life  upon^ 
We  have  an  abundant  enterance  into  the  kingdom 
of  God,  by  the  way  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs.  The 
devil,  and  the  law,  may  meet  us ;  yet  cannot  hinder 
us  from  entering  into  heaven  by  that  righteoufnefs. 

•*  Chrift  can  defend  his  own  truths,  when  his 
poor  creatures  and  minifters,  who  contended  for  them 
as  well  as  they  could,  are  laid  in  the  filent  duft. 

"  I  wait  for  a  peaceable  difmifSon.  I  long  to  fee 
bis  falvation.  The  fpirit  faith,  come;  and  the  bride 
faith,  come.  Come,  O  come.  Lord  Jefus ;  come 
quickly ! 

"  Mydefireis,  that  God  would  do  his  own  will, 
and  glorify  his  own  name,  by  my  life  or  death : 
which  is  the  beft  difpofal  of  me,  that  God  himfelf 
can  make." 

[When  fifing,  he  faid]  "  To  rife  for  a  little  time, 
is  but  a  forry  rifing :  but  to  rife  fo,  as  never  to  go  to 
bed  more,  is  a  glorious  refurreftion.  Then  we  (hall 
be  forever  with  the  Lord. 

>  "  It  is  well  for  us,  that  our  fouls  do  not  ftand 
upon  the  fame  terms  with  God, .  as  our  bodies  do  -, 
for  they  muft  die :  but  eternal  life  poffeffeth  the 
foul,  and  will  never  leave  it." 

[To  one  who  faid,  "  Sir,  your  death  will  be  a 
great  ftroke ;  I  know  not  any  likely  to  ftand  up  in 
your  room:" 

He  anfwered,] 

"  God  can  make  the  want  of  ordinances,  the 
greateft  ordinance  to  you.    . 

•^  If 
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^  If  God  keeps  his  truths  alive  in  the  hearts  of 
Tome  few  ferious  Chriftians,  they  will  preach  one  to 
another. 

"  I  blefs  God,  for  what  he  hath  done  for  my 
foul.  I  give  up  my  body  to  him  ;  let  him  do  with 
it  what  he  pleafes.. 

**  How  foon  is  nature  overfet  by  the  God  of  na- 
•  turc,  if  the  God  of  grace  doth  not  ftand  by  to  fup- 
port  it !  A  finite  jcjreature  copld  Apt  endufp,  if  the 
eyerlafting  arms  were  not  underneath. 

^*  Though  they  would  not  fuffer  me  to  preach  the  . 
gofpel  of  free  grace  quietly ;  yet  God  fufFers  m^  to 
die  in  the  comfort  of  it. 

"  As  for  my  going,  God  can  make  it  no  lofs  to 
you.  God  can  take  off  and  fet  on  his  own  work- 
men, when  he  pleafes . 

"  I  have  done  with  all  other  fatisfaftion,  but  what 
God  in  Chrift  can  give, 

"  We  live  but  dying  lives  in  the  body.  They 
are  but  ftiort  recoveries  which  we  have  at  any  time, 
until  mortality  is  fwallowed  up  of  life." 

[When  he  was  removed  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
be<I,  he  faid],  **  This  is  but  turning  from  one  fide 
to  another:  but  I  would  fain  turn  from  the  dark  fide 
to  the  light  fide.  One  turn  more,  and  then  I  ihall 
be  at  reft.'' 

ORDINANCES. 

Men  often  go  to  God  in  duties,  with  their  faces 
towards  the  world :  and,  when  their  bodies  are  on 
the  mount  of  ordinances,  their  hearts  will  be  found 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  going  after  their  covetoufnefs. 

BoJio7i. 

Attend  diligently  on  ordinances ;  yet,  beware  of 
putting  ordinances  in  God's  ftead.  Hath  not  thy 
heart  faid,  **  I  will  go  and  hear  fuch  a  man,  and  get 
comfort,  and  get  ftrength  ?"  No  wonder  that  you 
find  yourfelf  weak,  barren,  and  unfruitful.  How 
(hould  means  and  minifters  help  thy  foul,  except 

E  e  3  the 
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the  Lord  help  ?  Chrift  himfelf  keeps  the  key  of  his 
wine-cellar,  His  miniftring  ferv^ints  cannot  fo  mucb 
as  make  you  drink,  when  you  come  to  his  houfe, 
and  therefore,  poor  foul,  flop  not  (hort  of  Chrift ; 
but  prefs  through  all  the  crowd  of  ordinances,  ^d 
afk  to  fee  Jefus,  to  fpeak  with  Jefus,  and  to  to«<^ 
him ;  fo  will  virtue  come  o\it  from  him  to  thee, 

GunmV^ 

ORIGINAL    DEPRAVITY. 

Evil  tempers  are  but  the  fymptoms  of  our  fpiritual 
difeafe  5  and  evil  works  are  but  the  fcales  of  the 
leper.  Hateful  as  they  are,  they  only  indicate  that 
inward,  moral  leproly,  of  original  depravation, 
which  hath  vitiated  and  corrupted  the  whole  mafs 
of  our  fallen  nature.         Mr,  Haweis^  Sept.  6, 1769, 

The  power  of  original  fin  is  not  always  very  dif- 
qernible  in  children  and  young  perfons :  but,  fome^ 
times,  lies  hid,  under  the  cover  of  decent  civility, 
and  feeming  innocence.  But,  alas !  all  the  offspring 
of  Adam  are  deeply  infefted.  They  are  like  young 
lions,  which  do  not  difcover  much  of  their  native 
fiercenefs  at  firft.  But,  if  they  live  long  enough 
for  time  to  let  their  teeth  and  claws  grow,  they  will 
quickly  give  proof  of  the  favage  nature  they  brought 
into  the  world  with  them.  ihiJ. 

Adam*s  fin  corrupted  man's  nature,  and  leavened 
the  whole  lump  of  mankind.  We  putrified  in,Adam, 
as  our  root.  The  root  was  poifoned,  and  fo  the 
branches  were  invenomed.  B(^on. 

As  a  whole  neft  of  venomous  creatures  nauft  needs 
be  more  drcadfvil,  than  any  few  of  them  that  come 
creeping  forth  i  fo  the  fin  of  thy  nature,  that  mother 
of  abominations,  muft  be  worfe  than  any  particular 
hifts,  that  appear  ftirring  in  thy  heart  and  life.     ibid. 

OMNISCIENCE. 

If  confcience  be  as  a  thoufand  witnefTes,  the  allr 
fceipg  God  is  as  a  thpuftnd  confciences.  'Arr$wfmith. 

OMNI, 
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OMNIPOTENCE. 

My  hopes,  from  appearances,  are  cold.  My  faith 
has  no  bed  to  ileep  upon,  but  God's  omnipotency. 

Rutber/oord. 

ONEWAY. 

Ydu  muft  be  going  either  to  heaven  or  hell.  You 
canoot  go  two  ways  at  once. 

In  point  of  acceptance  with  God,  there  is  but  one 
and  the  fame  way,  for  the  faint  and  the  finner,  the 
oyfter-womanand  thepbilofopher;  even  the  blood 
and  obedience  of  God*s  co-equal  Son. 

Mr.  Ryland^  July  4,  1 769, 

PARDON. 

You  may  have  heard  of  fome  perfons,  condemned 
to  execution,  who,  at  the  fcaffold,  have  been  fb 
obdurate  and  ftiff-necked,  that  not  a  cry,  nor  a  tear 
came  from  them;  yet,  juft  as  they  have  been  going 
to  lay  their  necks  upon  the  block,  when  a  pardon 
has  come,  and  they  were  at  once  difcharged  from 
guilt,  imprifpnment,  and  death;  they,  that  could 
not  weep  a  tear  before,  no  fooner  fee  the  pardon 
fealed  and  themfelves  acquitted,  than  they  diiTolve 
into  tears  of  joy,  thanjcfulnefs,  and  ftirprize. — So  it 
is  with  believers.  The  more  they  fee  Chrift  in.  the 
pardon  of  (in,  and  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift  to  re- 
ceive and  embrace  them,  the  more  they  melt.    Crifp. 

Firft,  fouls  look  to  Chrift,  by  faith,  for  pardon 
through  his  blood ;  and  then  they  mourn  for  fins 
pardoned :  and  never  do  they  mourn  better  and  more 
kindly,  ox  are  more  aflbamed  and  confounded  be- 
caufe  of  their  fins,  than  when  they  are  moft  fatif- 
iied  that  God  is  pacified  towards  them  for  alt  that 
they  have  done.  Dr.  Gill. , 


Ec4  PAR- 
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PARSIMONIOUS. 

To  be  over-thrifty  in  our  expences  upon  God 
[whether  of  time,  money,  or  labour],  is  the  worft 
piece  of  hulbandry  in  the  world.  Arrowjmitb. 

P  A  S  T  y  R  E. 

The  grafs  and,  pafture  are  fo  fweet,  that  Chrtft 
hath  put  a  believer  into,  that  though  there  were  no 
,  bounds  to  keep  in  fuch  a  foul,  yet  it  would  never 
go  out  of  this  fat  pafture,  to  feed  in  a  barren  com- 
mon. '       Dr.  Crijf. 

PAUL. 

We  have  lately  repaired,  or  rather  erefted  anew, 
the  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Paul's  name  :  bvit  fpmd 
of  us  have  pulled  down  and  demoliflied  his  do£trines. 
Our  church  celebrates  that  apoftle's  converfion  j  but 
many  of  us  feem  to  renounce  what  he  hath  delivered 
concerning  grace,  converfion,  and  regeneration. 

Dr.  Edwards  againjl  JVhitby. 

Paul  was  Nero's  prifoner,  but  Nero  was  much 
rhore  God's :  and,  while  God  had  work  for  Paul,  he 
found  him  friends  both  in  court  and  prifon.  Gurnall. 

PEACE. 

When  peace  is  conclufied  between  nations  that 
were  before  at  war,  trading  is  revived.  So  will  it  be 
t^etween  God  and  you :  comijierce  will  be  revived, 
and  you  will  be  trading  into  heaven  [by  prayer  and 
repeated  afts  of  faith],  and  bring  away  rich  treafures 
pf  grace  aqd  comfort.        '  Manton. 

'  A  man  that  is  at  peace  with  God,  will  be  often  in 
God's  company.  ibid. 

PERFECTION. 

J5ome  do,  in  this  life,  conceit  that  they  are  already 
perfeft.     The  way,  by  which  God  cures  this  phrenzy 

of 
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pf  pride,  we  have  in  thefe  days  fcen  to  be  fomewhat 
like  that  in  Nebuchadnezzar,  namely,  to  give  them 
-the  hpart  of  a  beaft ;  I  njean,  by  fuflfering  them,  for 
^  time,  to  fi^ll  into  grofs,  beaftly  praftices :  herein 
ihewing  them,  how  for  they  are  from  that  pcrfc&ion 
they  dreamed  of  fo  vainly.  GurnaU* 

PERMISSION- 
What  need  a  child  fear,  though  the  whole  houfc 
be  full  of  rods,  feeing  not  one  of  them  can  move, 
without  the  father's  hand  ?  Dodd. 

If  evil  had  never  been  permitted,  the  wifdom  of 
God  could  not  have  appeared  in  over-ruling  it ;  nor 
his  juftice,  in  punifhing  it ;  nor  his  mercy,  in  for- 
giving it ;  nor  his  power,  in  fubduing  it. 

Dr.  Giffardf  in  cmuerjation^  at  London^ 
Oa.  27,  1775. 

PERSECUTION. 
The  cold  water  of  perfecution  is  often  thrown  on   , 
the*  Church's  face,  to  fetch  her  to  herfelf,  when  {ho 
js  in  a  fwoon. 

PHARISEE. 

Humanly  fpeaking,  it  is  harder  to  work  favingly 
on  a  pharifee,  than  on  a  libertine.  The  former  hath 
more  to  forego,  than  the  latter.  The  profane 'per- 
fon  hath  but  his  luft  to  deny ;  the  other  hath  his 
duties  to  renounce,  and  a  long  train  of  feeming 
graces.  Oh,  how  difficult  is  it  to  perfuade  fuch  an 
one  to  alight  and  hold  Chrifl's  flirrup,  whilfl  he  and 
all  his  patched  up  performances  are  made  as  dufl 
under  Chrifl's  footflool.  GurnalL 

If  a  pharifee  can  but  get  a  few  hufks  of  outward 
duties  to  feed  upon,  and  mufter  up  a  few  rags  of 
felf  righteoufnefs  to  throw  over  his  back,  he  is  pre- 
fently  as  proud  as  Lucifer. 

Dr.  Gillj  in  a  fermon  I  beard  him  preachy 
Dec.  II,  1768. 

P  H  I  L  A  N- 
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PHILANTHROPY. 

We  (hould  defpife  none,  but  honour  all ;  and  be 
as  ready  to  do  them  good,  as  the  hand  is  ready  to 
footh  the  eye,  when  it  fmart^,  or  eafe  the  head, 
when  it  achs. 

POLLUTION. 
I '  h've  upon  forgivenefs ;  and  ftand  in  need  of 
wafliting»  every  moment*  Anon. 

PORTION. 

God  lets  the  wicked  have  their  portion  before- 
b^nd,  !•  e.  in  the  prefent  life ;  Pfaim  xvii.  Luke  vi. 
24.  and  xvi*  25.  A  wicked  man  may  give  God  an 
acquittance,  and  write  upon  it,  "Received  in  full." 
But  the  faints  reward  is  in  reverfion :  the  robe  and 
the  ring  are  yet  to  come. 

POVERTY    OF    RICHES. 

The  richeft  are  oftentimes  the  pooreft,  and  the 
pooreft  are  oftentimes  the  richeft.  Oh,  how  many 
thread  bare  fouls  are. there  to  be  fopnd  under  filken 
coats  and  purple  robes  !  ,  Dyer. 

POWER   OF    GOD. 

I  have  fometimes  thought,  that  that  change  which 
pafles  upon  the  hearts  of  God*s  people  at  the  inftant 
of  death,  or  will  pafs  upon  living  faints  at  the  time 
I  fpeak  of  [i.  e.  the  time  of  Chrift's  fecond  coming]; 
when  hearts,  fo  full  of  finful  luft,  pollution,  and  all 
,  wickednefs,  will  be  at  once  cleared  of  all ;  is  a  greater 
.  evidence  and  difplay  of  the  power  of  God,  than 
the  change  that  paffes  upon  their  bodies  i  either  at 
their  refurredion,  or  at  this  time.  Dr.  GilL 

PRAYER. 

The  longer  a  believer  hath  neglefted  prayer,  the. 
harder  he  finds'  it  to  pray  s  partly,  through  fliame : 

for, 
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for,  the  foul,  having  played  the  traant,  knows  not 
how  to  look  God  in  the  face  :  and,  partly,  throu^ 
the  difficulty  of  the  work,  which  is  doubly  hard  to 
what  another  finds,  who  walks  in  the  exercife  of  his 
graces.  It  requires  more  time  and  pains  for  him  to 
tune  his  inftrument,  when  all  is  out  of  order,  than 
for  another  to  play  the  leffon.  GurnaU. 

Prayer,  like  Jonathan's  bow,  returns  not  empty. 
Never  was  faithfiil  prayer  loft  at  fea.  No  merchant 
trades  with  fuch  certainty,  as  the  praying  faint. 
Some  prayers,  indeed,  have  a  longer  voyage  than 
others  j  but  then  return  with  the  richer  lading  at 
laft,  ibid.  ' 

Who  can  exprefs  the  powerful  oratory  of  a  be* 
liever's  prayer  ?  This  little  word,  (father)  lifped  forth 
in  prayer  by  a  child  of  God,  exceeds  the  eloquence 
of  Demofthenes,  Cicero,  and  all  the  moft  famous 
orators  in  the  world — we  knock  at  heaven,  apd  the 
heart  of  God  flies  open.  ibid. 

The  Chriftian  is  compared  to  a  tree,  Pfalm  i.  and 
thofe  trees  flourilh  moft,  and  bear  the  fweeteft  fruit, 
which  ftand  nioft  in  the  fun.  The  praying  Chriftian 
is  (as  they  fay  of  Rhodians)  in  fole  pofitus :  he  ftands 
nigh  unto  God,  and  hath  God  nigh  unto  him,  in  all 
that  he  calls  upon  him  for :  you  may,  therefore,  ex- 
peft  his  fruit  to  be  fweet  and  ripe.  When  another, 
that  ftands,  as  it  were,  in  the  fhade,  and  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  God,  through  negleft  of  prayer,  will 
have  little  fruit  found  on  his  branches,  and  that  but 
green  and  four.  ibid. 

In  trading,  he  gets  moft  by  his  commodity,  that 
can  forbear  his  money  the  longeft  :  fo  does  the 
Chriftian,  that  can  with  moft  patience  ftay  for  a  re- 
turn to  his  prayer.  Such  a  foul  (hall  never  be 
alhamed  of  it's  waiting.  ^    ibid. 

The  gift  of  prayer  may  have  praife  from  men  ; 
but  it  is  the  grace  of  prayer,  that  has  power  with 
pod,  Dyer. 

Pray 
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Pray  for  them  thou  lov^ft.  Thou  wilt  never  have 
any  comfort  of  his  friendfhlp,  for  whom  thou  doft 
not  pray.  Parr. 

Prayer  is  a  key,  which,  being  turned  by  the  hand 
of  faith,  unlocks  all  God's  treafures.  Cripplegate  Led. 

In  prayer,  it  is  better  to  have  an  heart,  without 
words,  than  words  without  an  heart.  Bunyan. 

To  fay,  in  compliment,  "  I  am  a  finner ;"  is  eafy : 
but  to  cry  with  tlie  publican  indeed,  **  God  b^  mer- 
ciful to  iQe  a  fit^n^r^".  is  the  bardcfc  prayer  in  the 
world.  fVilcox. 

'"  God  be  merciful,  in  Ghrift»  to  me  a  finner," 
are  fit  to  be  the  kit  dying  words  of  the  greateft  faint 
that  lives,  CoL  Gallatin^  Qit,  19,  1769. 

A  good  woman  ufed  to  fay,  that  *^  A  family  with- 
out prayer  is  like  an  houfe  without  a  roof,  expofed 
to  all  the  injuries  of  wieajther,  and  to  every  ftorm 
that  blows/' 

Told  me,  by  her  Jon,  Mr,  Lyon,  at  London,  Nov, 
29,  1776. 

Prayer  is  the  breath  of  a  regenerate  man.         GilL 

What  we  win  by  prayer,  w^  (hall  wear  with  com- 
fort. Dodd. 

Either  praying  will  make  a  man  leave  off  finning, 
or  finning  will  make  him  leave  off  praying,  ihid 

PREACHJNQ.' 
Sometimes,  when  I  have  thought  I  did  no  goqd 
[by  the  fermons  I  have  preached],  then  I  did  the 
moftof  all :  and,  at  other  times,  when  I  thought  I 
fhould  catch  people,  I  have  fifhed  for  nothing. 

Joim  Burtyan. 
The  word  preached,  is  like  Samfon's  riddle ;  we 
cannot  unfold  it,  without  God's  heifer.  GurnalL 

My  preaching  is  not  like  fending  an  arrow  from  a 
bow  (to  which  fome  ftrength  of  arm  is  requifite) ; 
but  like  pulling  the  trigger  of  a  gun  ready  charged, 
which  the  feebleft  finger  can  do. 

A  faying  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Hervey. 

Mr. 
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•Mr.  Owen,  on  being  lately  told,  that  he  had  not 
talents  for  preaching,  made  anfwer,  "  I  preach  the 
good  gofpel,  if  1  am  not  a  good  gofpel-preacher." 
Told  mey  by  Mifs  Rujfely  at  Brightbelmftoney'  Sept. 
26,   1775. 

PREDESTINATION. 

The  Book  of  Life,  like  the  tree  of  life  in  the 
garden  of  Eden,  hath  a  tree  of  knowledge  growing 
hard  by,  which  cannot  with  {afety  be  tafted  of. — 
There  are  fome  nice  and  needlefs  queftions  ftarted, 
concerning  eleftion,  which  queftions  ought  to  be 
forborjoe.  But  thefe  lofty  walls,  and  afpiring  fons  of 
Anak,  fliould  by  no  means  prevail  with  us  to  aft  as 
the  unworthy  fpies,  fcnt  by  Ifrael  to  explore  the  land 
of  Canaan.  We  ought  not  to  bring  up  a  bad  re- 
port, or  give  credit  to  any  brought  up  by  others, 
on  a  land  that  flows  with  fo  much  milk  and  honey, 
as  the  doftrine  of  predeftination  doth.  Not  to  infift 
on  this  doftrine,  were  to  ftop  up  thofe  walls,  which 
the  prophets,  the  apoftles  (and  our  Lord  Jefus  him- 
felf),  have  digged,  in  their  writings  (and  miniftra- 
tions),  for  the  refrefhment  of  thirfty  fouls  :  yea,  it 
would  be  endeavouring  to  cancel  the  firft  great  char- 
ter of  our  falvation.  Arrowjmitb. 

PRESERVATION. 

The  very  hairs  of  your  head,  fays  Chrift,  are  all 
numbered :  fear  ye  not.  On  which,  Auftin  hath 
this  fweet  and  pertinent  remark  :  "  Thou  that  can- 
not lofe  a  fingle  hair,  how  comes  it  to  pafs  that  thou 
art  afraid  of  loGng  thy  foul  ?"  Arrowfmith. 

It  is  not  with  God,  as  with  carpenters  and  (hip- 
wrights ;  who  build  houfes  for  others  to  dwell  in, 
and  veflels  for  others  to  fail  in,  and  afterwards  take 
little  or  no  thought  about  them.  God,  who  made 
all  things  for  himfelf,  looks  to  the  prefervation  of 
alU  ibid. 

PRESUMP. 
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PRESUMPTION. 
The  Deity,  and  the  fun,  are,  in  this  refpeft,  fimi- 
lar;  they  cheer  and  refrefti  humble,  cautious  be- 
holders ;  but  put  out  the  eyes  of  fuch  as  are  too 
daring,  prying,  and  inquifitive.  Arrowfmitb. 

PRIDE. 

A  proud  heart  and  a  lofty  mountain  are  never 
fruitful.  GtcrnalL 

If  once  (like  Hezekiah)  we  call  in  fpeftators  to 
fee  our  treafure,  and  grow  proud  of  our  gifts  and 
comforts  ;  then  it  is  high  time  for  God,  if  he  loves 
us  indeed,'  to  fend  fome  melTengers  to  carry  thofe 
away  from  us,  which  carry  our  hearts  away  from 
him.  ibid. 

Pride  ftops  up  the  conduit  of  divine  communica- 
tions. If  the  heart  begin  to  fwell,  it  is  time  for  God 
to  hold  his  hand,  and  turn  the  cock  :  for  all  that  is 
poured  on  fuch  a  foul,  runs  over  into  felf-applaud- 
ing;  and  fo  becomes  as  water  fpilt,  in  regard  of  any 
good  it  doth  the  creature,  or  any  glory  it  brings  to 
God.  ibid. 

Luther  well  obferves,  that  "  proud  men  require 
God  to  ^dijure  humano-,  i.  e.  according  to  their  con- 
ceptions of  what  is  right  and  juft.  Haughty  flelh  can- 
not vouchfafe  the  God  of  heaven  fo  much  honour, 
as  to  believe  any  thing  to  be  good,  and  right,  which 
is  fpoken  or  afted  above  what  the  Codex  of  Juftinian, 
or  the  fifth  book  of  Ariftotle's  Ethics,  defineth  to. 
be  juft.**     Luth.  de  Serv.  Arb.  cap.  173. 

Dr.  Arrowfmitb. 

PROPOSAL. 

"  If  God,"  fays  Mr.  Hooker,  **  (bould  make  us 
an  offer  thus  large  ;  "  fearch  all  the  generations  of 
men,  fmce  the  fall  of  our  firft  father  Adam :  find 
ope  man  that  hath  done  one  aftion  which  hath  paft 

from 
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from  him  pure,  whhout  any  ftain  or  blemifli  at  all ; 
and,  for  that  one  man's  only  adion,  neither  man 
nor  angel  (hall  feel  the  torments  which  are  prepared 
for  both :"  "  Do  you  think  that  thii  ranfom,  to  de- 
liver n^en  and  angels,  could  be  found  to  be  among 
the  fons  of  men  ?•* 

PROWESS. 

It  requires  more  prowefs,  and  greatnefs  of  fpirit, 
to  obey  God  faithfully,  than  to  command  an  army 
of  men;  to  be  a  Chriftian,  than  to  be  a  captain, 

GurnalL 

PROFESSOR. 

O  loofe  profeffor !  be  not  angry  if  we  at  leaft 
queftion  whether  we  ought  to  ftyle  thee  a  Chriftian. 
The  name  of  Chrift  is  too  holy  and  facred,  to  be 
written  on  a  rotten  pbft.  ibid. 

None  will  have  fuch  a  dreadful  parting  from 
Chrift,  in  the  laft  day,  as  they,  who  by  profeffion, 
went  half  way  with  him,  and  then  left  him.        ibid^ 

PROMISES. 

God  is  wife  to  conceal  the  fuccours^he  intends  thee 
in  the  feveral  changes  of  thy  life,  that  fo  he  maj 
draw  thy  heart  into  an  entire  dependance  on  his 
faithful  promife.  Therefore,  though  thou,  perhaps,, 
alight  not  fee  thy  God  in  the  way ;  thou  flialt  fure- 
ly  find  him  in  the  end.  ibid^ 

Judge  not  of  God's  love,  by  providences,  but  by 
promifes.  fVtlcox. 

When  a  believer  is  in  darknefs,  and  endeavours 
to  reafon  away  his  unbelief,  he  will  find  all  his  rea- 
fonings  but  loft  labour.  There  is  only  one  thing,  he 
can  do,  to  purpofe ;  and  that  is,  fimply  to  caft  an- 
chor On  God*s  naked  promife. 

Mr.  MadoHy  Aug.  11,  1769* 

Looking  to  the  promifes,  quickens  us  in  our  reli- 
gious courfe.     It  is  like  the  rod  of  myrtle  in  the  tra- 
veller'^ 
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vellcr's  hand  j  which  (as  fomc  tell  us)  revives  his  fpi- 
rits,  and  makes  him  walk  without  wcarinefs^  Anon. 
God's  promifes  {hall  as  furely  feccive  their  accom- 
plilhment,  indue  feafon,  as  that  of  Chrift's  incar- 
nation did,  when  the  fulnefs  of  .tim^  was  come. 
Gal.  iv.  4.  And  that  of  bringing  the  people  of 
Ifrael  out  of  Egypt,  at  the  end  of  four  hundred,  and 
thirty  years  :  which  was  mod  exaftly  performed,  on 
the  fclf-fame  day,  in  which  that  number  of  years  was 
expired,  Exod.  xii.  41.  ArrowfmUh, 

PROTECTION. 

The  pillar,  by  which  the  Ifraelites  were  conduct- 
ed through  the  wildernefs,  may  be  looked  upon  as 
an  emblem  of  that  fafe  conduft,  which  the  Churchy 
in  all  ages,  may  expe<5t  from  Jefus  Chrift.  As,  in 
that  pillar,  there  were  two  different  fubftances,  the 
fire  and  the  cloud,  yet  but  one  pillar ;  fo  there  are 
two  different  natures  in  Chrift  :  his  divinity,  fhining 
as  fire ;  his  humanity,  darkening  as  a  cloud ;  yet 
but  one  perfon.  As  that  pillar  departed  not  froni 
them,  by  day,  or  by  night,  all  the  while  they  tra- 
velled in  the  defart;  fo,  whilft  the  Church's  pil- 
grimage laft^  in  this  world,  the  fafe-conduft  of 
Chrift,  by  his  fpirit  and  ordinances,  (hall  be  con- 
tinued. But  as,  at  their  entrance  into  Canaan-,  a 
type  of  heaven,  the  pillar  is  thought  to  have  been 
removed  (becaufe  not  mentioned  in  the  fequel  of 
the  hiftory ;  and  becaufe,  when  Ifrael  paflcd  ovef 
Jordan^  we  read  not  of  the  pillar,  but  of  the  ark  go- 
ing before  them) ;  fo,  when  the  Church  (hall  arrive 
at  heaven,  her  refting-place,  the  mediatorial  guidance 
of  Chrift  is  to  ceafe,  and  the  ordinances,  which  are, 
here,  of  ufe,  Ihall  difappear.  Arrowfmith. 

PROVIDENCE. 

What  we  term,  the  courfe  of  nature,  is  the  incef* 
fant  adminiftration  of  Providence.  Hervey. 

He  that  eyes  a  providence,  (fiall  always  have  a 
providence  to  eye. 

Ajaying  of  the  late  venerable  Mr.  Thomas  Hall. 

God, 
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God,  who  feeds  the  ravens,  will  not  ftarve  his 
doveS.  Cbambck  on  Prruidericei 

A  Cbriilian  hath  twd  things  to  relieve  him  ^ainft 
all  his  diftruftitil  feats  and  cares  j  adoption,  and  par*^ 
ticular  providence*  God  is  his  father;  and  fiich  a 
father,  as  is  not  ignorant  of  his  condition,  nor  mind-* 
lefs  of  it.  And,  therefore,  though  a  believer  oiay 
have  little  or  nothing  in  hand,  it  is  enough  that  his 
father  keepeth  the  purfe  for  him }  whold  Care  ex* 
tendeth  to  all  things  and  perfons:  who  hath  th6 
hearts  of  all  men  in  his  hand ;  and  who  worketh  all 
things  according  to  his  own  will.  Manlorn 

If  God  be  your  father,  you  can  want  nothing  that 
is  good :  but  the  determination  of  what  is  good^ 
muft  be  left  to  his  wifdom ;  for  we  are  not  fo  fit  to 
judge  of  it,  nor  to  difcern  our  own  good.  We  (hould^ 
therefore,  commit  all  to  his  &therly  care  and  wife 
providence.  Indeed,  he  chufeth  rather  to  profit  uS, 
than  to  pleafe  us,  in  his  difpenfations :  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  refer  all  to  his  wlfdom  and  faithfulnefs.  ibid^ 

If  we  truft  God  for  our  heavenly  inheritance,  we 
may  well  truft  him  for  our  daily  maintenance  j  which 
he  vouchfafeth  to  the  birds  or  the  air,  to  the  beaft 
of  the  field,  and  even  to  his  enemies.  He  that  feed* 
cth  a  kite,'  will  he  not  feed  a  child  ?  He  that  fup- 
pHes  his  enemies,  will  he  not  take  care  of  his  family  ? 
You  would  think  that  perfon  monftroufly  cruel,  who 
would  feed  his  dogs;  and  ftarve  his  children.  This 
cannot,  without  blafphemy,  be  imagined  of  our  gra- 
cious and  heavenly  Father.  und. 

The  divine  providence,  which  is  fufficient  to  de- 
liver us,  in  our  utmoft  extremity,  is  equally  necef- 
fary  to  our  prcfervation,  in  the  moft  peaceful  fitua- 
tion.  Mr.  Nezoton. 

The  providence  of  God  is  one  ftrait  line,  drawn 
from  the  point  of  his  decree.  A  ftrait  line  it  is,  in 
itfelf:  however  crooked  it  may  appear,  through  a 
falfe  medium.  God  will  do  whatever  he  pleafes: 
and  what  pleafes  him,  ought  to  pleafe  us.    It  is 

Vol.  IV.  (22.)  F  f  above 
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above  nature,  it  is  contrary,  to  nature,  to  make  a 
full  furrender  of  ourfelves  to  his  fovereign  and  abfo- 
lute  will.  Grace  alone  caa  enable  us  to  fay,  from 
the  heart,  "  Thy  will  be  done." 

Rev.  Mr.  Winter y  in  a  letter  to  me^  Dec.  22,  1769. 

In  a  mufical  inftrument,  when  we  obferve  a  num- 
ber of  firings  fet  to  harmony,  we  conclude,  that  fomc 
Ikilftil  mufician  had  tuned  them. 

When  we  fee  thoufands  of  men  in  a  field,  mar- 
{halled  under  their  refpedive  colours,  all  yielding 
cxaft  obedience ;  we  infer,  that  there  is  a  general, 
to  whofe  orders  they  are  fubjeft. 

In  a  watch,  when  we  obferve  fprings  and  wheels, 
great  and  fmall,  each  fo' fitted,  as  to  concur  to  an 
orderly  motion,  we  acknowledge  the  fkill  of  an 
artificer. 

When  we  come  into  a  printing-houfe,  and  fee  a 
vaft  variety  of  different  letters,  fo  regulated  and  dif- 
pofed,  as  to  make  a  book  \  we  are,  at  once,  con- 
vinced, that  there  is  fome  compofer,  by  whofe  art 
they  were  brought  into  fuch  a  frame.. 

When  we  behold  a  fair  building,  we  conclude  it 
had  an  architeft ;  and. 

When  we  fee  a  flately  fhip,  completely  fitted  out, 
and  fafely  conduced  to  the  port,  we  know>  that  it 
had  builders  and  a  pilot.  ^ 

The  vifible  world  is  fuch  an  inflrument,  army, 
watch,  building,  book,  and  (hip,  as  undeniably 
proves  that  God  was  and  is  the  tuner,  general,  and 
artificer,  the  compofer,  architeft,  and  pilot  of  it. 

Arrowfmith. 

Zachary  Urfinus  was  wont  to  fay,  "  I  had  often 
lain  in  the  flreets,  had  not  the  providence  of  God 
been  my  hoflefs,  and  provided  me  with  a  lodging." 

ibid, 

PROVOCATION. 

Saints,  when  provoked,  are,  too  often,  fo  like  fin- 
ners,  that  it  is  hard  to  difcern  any  difference.     Anon. 

P  U  S  I  L- 
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P  U  S  I  L  LA  N  I  M  I  T  Yi 

^  A  cool  and  cowardly  defence  of  Ghriftian  princi- 
piesj  will  always  embolden  the  6nemies  of  the  |ofpeU 
and  difcourage  it's  friends.  Be  refolute  foi"  God,  or 
give  lip  his  ciaufe.  Ntr.  Ryland,  June  11,  1770* 

It  is  no  wifdom  to  fhuffle  with  God,  by  denying 
his  truths,  or  fhifting  off  our  duty,  to  keep  correfpon- 
dence  with  men.  He  is  a  poor  fencer,  that  lays  his 
foul  at  open  guard  to  be  ftabbed  and  wounded  with 
guilt,  while  he  is  lifting  up  his  hands  to  faVe  a  broken 
headi  QwrwilL 

R    E    A    S    6    II* 

A  million  bF  torches  cannot  (hew  iis  the  fun.  It 
tan  only  be  feen  by  it^s  (>wn  light*  '  Nor  can  all  the 
hattiral  reafon  in  the  world  difcovef^  either  what  God 
is,  ot  What  wo'rftiip  he  expeifts,  without  divirife  and 
fupernatiiral  reVelatioti  from  himfelf.        Arrovt^mith. 

Though  faith  may  look  upon  God^  and  that  with 
tnuch  comfort ;  yet,  for  reafon  to  ftare  too  much' 
Upon  him,  is  the  wdy  to  lofe  her  fight.  ibid. 

When  feafoh  h^th  tired  arid  wildered  herfelf  in 
fearchihg  after  God,  the  refult  mUft  be,  mm  eft  in-^ 
*ptnius  i  he  is  not  to  be  found  j  at  leift,  hot  by  me. 

ibid. 

RECONCILIATION. 

The  gofpel  is  a  doftrine  according  to  godlinefs  5 
and  trUe  holinefs  is  the  health,  is  the  happinefs  of 
the  foul.  Thefe  duties,  iffuing  from  faith,  and  re- 
commended by  the  interccffioii  of  Ghriftj  are  accept-' 
able  to  the  divine  m^eftyi  But  thefe  are  not  your 
Saviour^  God  hath  not  reconciled  the  world  to 
himfelf,  by  theii^  own  pious  praftices^  but  by  his 
Son  Jefus  Ghrift. 

Ff2  REFORMA- 
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REFORMATION  OF  MANNERS. 

If  ever  a  [true  and  lafting]  reformation  [of  man- 
ners] is  produced ;  it  muft,  under  the  influences  of 
the  eternal  fpirit,  be  produced  by  the  dodrines  of 
free  grace,  and  juftification  through  the  Redeemer's 
righteoufnefs.  Until  thefe  dodrines  are  generally 
inculcated,  the  moft  elegant  harangues  from  the 
pulpit,  or  the  moft  correct  diflertations  from  the 
prels,  will  be  no  better  than  a  pointlefs  arrow  and  a 
broken  bow-  M-.  Kervey. 

REFUGE. 

An  heathen  could  fay,  when  a  bird '(feared  by  an 
hawk)  flew  into  his  bofom  for  refuge,  "  I  will  not 
kill  thee,  nor  betray  thee  to  thy  enemy,  feeing  thou 
fliefl:  to  me  for  fanftuary.^  Much  lefs  will  God 
either  flay,  or  give  up,  the  foul,  that  takes  {andluary 
in  his  name  ! 

REGENERATION. 

There  are  two  principles,  in  a  man  that  is  born 
again ;  a  principle  of  corrupt  nature,  and  a  principle 
ol  grace  :  the  one  is  called,  the  old  man ;  and  the 
other  the  new.  The  old  man  continues  unregenerate, 
to  the  laft.  No  part  in  him  is  regenerated.  He  re- 
mains untouched,  and  is  juft  the  fame  he  was,  only 
deprived  of  his  power  and  dominion.  The  new  man 
is  wholly  regenerate.  There  is  no  unregenerate  part 
in  htm.  There  is  no  fin  in  him,  nor  done  by  him  : 
*^  he  cannot  fin,  becaufe  he  is  born  of  God."  "  The 
king's  daughter  is  all-glorious  within."  [See  Rom. 
vii.  1 7.3  Z)r.  GiU. 

Regeneration  does  not  come  by  the  will  of  man, 
John  i.  13.  As  gracious  perfons  did  not  regenerate 
themfelves,  fo  neither  can  they  convey  regenerating 
grace  to  others.  If  they  could,  a  good  raafter would 
regenerate  every  fervant  in  his  fiimily ;  a  good  parent 
.  .  would 
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would  regenerate  every  child  of  his  ;  and  a  minifter 
of  the  gofpel  would  regenerate  all  that  fit  under  his 
miniftry.  But  they  can  do  no  more  than  pray,  and 
ufe  the  means.    God  only  can  do  the  work.        ibid. 

A  child,  as  foon  as  born,  having  all  it's  limbs,  is 
a  perfed  man,  as  to  parts,  though  they  are  not  yet 
at  their  full  growth  and  fize.  So  the  new  man,  or 
gracious  principle  infufed  in  regeneration,  is  a  per* 
k&  man  at  once,  as  to  parts ;  though,  as  yet,  not 
arrived  to  the  meafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  fullnefs 
of  Chrift*  ibid. 

As  Chrill's  rcfurredion  was  a  declaration  of  his 
being  the  Son  of  God ;  fo,  regeneration  is  an  evi- 
dence of  intereft  in  the  adoption  of  children.  Like- 
wife,  as  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift  was  by  the  al- 
mighty power  of  God ;  fo,  is  the  regeneration  and 
quickening  of  a  dead  finner.  And  as  Chrift's  refur* 
reAion  was  the  firft  ftep  to  his  glorification ;  fo  is 
regeneration,  to  feeing  and  entering  into  the  king- 
dom of  God,  ibid. 

Regeneration  is  an  irrefiftible  a6t  of  God's  grace  : 
no  more  refiftance  can  be  made  to  it,  than  there 
could  be,  in  the  firft  matter,  to  it's  creation  5  or  in 
a  dead  man,  to  his  refurredion  ;  or  in  an  infant,  to 
it's  generation.  Whatever  averfion,  contrariety,  or 
oppofition  thci'e  may  be  to  it,  in  the  corrupt  nature 
of  man ;  it  is  all  fpeedily  and  cafily  overcome,  by 
the  power  of  divine  grace,  when  the  ftony  heart  is 
taken  away,  and  an  heart  of  flefh  given.  ibid, 

RELIANCE, 

Adhering  to,  and  glorying  in,  the  crofs  of  Chrift, 
you  (hall  enter  the  harbour  of  eternal  reft ;  not  like 
a  (hip-wrecked  mariner,  cleaving  to  fome  broken 
plank,  aqd  hardly  efcaping  the  rj^ging  waves ;  but 
like  fome  ftately  veffel,  with  all  her  fails  expanded, 
and  riding  before  a  profperous  gale.  Mr.  Hervey. 

As  in  a  pair  of  compares,  one  foot  is  fixed  in  the 

centre,  while  the  ptber  wander?  about  in  the  <pircum- 

F  f  3  ferencc  j 
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fcrence ;  fo  muft  the  foul  ftay  on  Chrift,  while  w^ 
fearch  after  evidences  and  additional  comforts. 

Dr.  Mantmi 
(May  not  the  fame  thought  be  accommodated  tq 
the  contrary  propenfities  of  the  old  man  and  the 
new?)  Thou  faycft,  perhaps,  that  thou  canft  not 
believe,  that  thou  canft  not  repent,  Qo  to  Chrift, 
with  thy  impenitency  and  unbelief,  to.  get  faith  and 
repentance  from  him.  Tell  Chrift,  ^*  Lord  !  Lhave 
brought  no  righteoufnefs,  no  grace,  to  be  accepted 
for,  or  juftified  by.  I  am  cpme  for  thy  righteouf- 
nefs  J  and  I  muft  have  it.'*  W^^^t 

RELIGION. 

The  word  religion  is  derived  a  relrgando^  fignify- 
ing  to  tie  or  bind  :  becaufe,  by  true  religion,  rt\tvi\ 
fouls  are  tied  and  faftened  to  the  Supreme  Being. 

Arrowfrnitb. 

To  maintain,  as  moft  unconverted  men  do,  that 
any  perfon  may  be  faved,  in  an  ordinary  courfe  (for 
I  meddle  not  with  extraordinary  difpenfations,  but 
leave  the  fecrets  of  God  to  himfelf ),  by  any  religion 
whatever,  provided  he  live  up  to  the  principles  of 
it ;  is  to  turn  the  whole  world  into  an  Eden,  and  to 
find  a  tree  of  life  in  every  garden,  as  well  as  in  the 
paradife  of  God.  i^iJ. 

RENUNCIATION. 

Had  I  all  the  faith  of  the  patriarchs,  all  the  zeal  of 
the  prophets,  all  the  good  woxks  of  the  apoftles,  all, 
the  holy  fufFerings  of  the  martyrs,  and  all  the  glowr 
ing  deyotion  of  the  feraphs ;  I  would  difclaim  the 
whole,  in  point  of  dependance,  and  count  all  but 
drofs  and  dung,  when  fet  in  competition  with  the 
infinitely  precious  death  and  infinitely  meritorious 
righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

A  faying  of  Mr  Hervey. 

As  blind  Bartimaeys  threw  away  his  cloak,  when 
he  came  to  Chrift  j  fo  muft  we  throw  off,  i.  e.  dif- 
claim. 
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claim,  renounce,  and  withdraw  every  degree  of  con- 
fidence from,  our  own  righteoufnefs,  if  we  would 
be  juftified  in  the  fight  of  God.  Mr.  Parr. 

RE  P.E  N  T  A  N  C  E. 

r 

The  difference  between  true  and  falfe  repentance, 
is  as  great,  as  that  between  the  running  of  water  in 
the  paths  after  a  violent  (hower,  and  the  ftreams 
which  flow  from  a  living  fountain.  A  falfe  repent- 
ance has  grief  of  mind,  and  humiliation,  only  for 
great  and  glaring  offences ;  or  until  it  fuppofes  par- 
don for  them  obtained :  true  repentance  is  a  conti- 
nued war  againft  fin,  a  permanent,  inward  fliame  for 
its  defilements,  until  death  founds  the  retreat.  Venn^ 

Thei:e  is  no  coming  at  the  fair  haven  of  eternal 
glory,  without  failing  through  the  narrow  flrait  pf 
repentance.  Dyer. 

It  is  Chrifl,  that  grants  repentance  unto  life,  Ads 
V.  31.  And,  if  ever  you  will  repent,  with  a  kind 
repentance,  you  mufl  either  have  it  from  Chrifi,  or 
go  without  it.  Crifp. 

Repentance  includes  felf-abhorrence :  as  a  man 
iiot  only  loaths  poifon,  but  the  very  difh  or  vefTel 
that  fmells  of  it,  Ezek.  xxix.  43.  Brookeu 

REPROACH. 

The  reproaches  of  Chrift  are  precious.  It  is  bet- 
ter to  be  preferved  in  brine,  than  rot  in  honey. Dyer. 

Reproach  is  the  foil  and  dung,  whereby  God 
makes  his  heritage  fruitful.  Manton. 

REPROBATE. 

As  the  fun  ff^ezes  and  congeals  the  water,  not 
by  infuling  coldnefs  into  it,  but  by  not  imparting 
heat,  and  by  forbearing  to  (hine  upon  it;  fo  God 
hardens  the  reprobate,  not  by  imparting  malice, 
but  by  not  imparting  grace,  (fron^  St,  Auftin), 

Ff4  RESO- 
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RESOLUTION, 

There  arc  two  C's,  which  \  ysixM  never  facrifice  tQ 
fnyman;  my  CQnfciexice  and  my  conftitution. 

Dr.  Briery  Sarum^  Jufy  13,  1770. 

I  Ipowy  that  he  who  fent  xne  to  tltt  Weft  and 
jSouth,  fends  me  alfo  t:o  the  l^or^h.  J  will  charge 
piy  foiU  to  believe  and  to  wait  for  him.  I  will  follow 
his  providence ;  and  neither  go  before  it,  nor  ftay 
behmd  it*  Rutherfaord, 

Good  refolutions  (as  fome  pall  them),  without 
grace,  are  like  breath  upon  fteel  \  whicl)  quickly 
flies  o^^nd  vanifhes  aw^y.  Cripplegate  Lectures. 

RETAJI-IATION, 

The  beft  way  to  be  even  with  Satan  and  his  in*^ 
^ruments,  for  all  their  fpite  againft  us,  is,  by  doii^ 
^  mifcb  good  as  we  can,  wherever  we  comp.   GumaU, 

R  E  J  O  I  C  I  N  Q. 

When  the  powers  in  a  man's  gardep  die;^  yet  he 
pan  delight  in  his  lands  and  nipney.  Thus  a  gra<^ 
pous  foul,  when  the  creature  ff  des,  pan  rejoice  iq 
the  uniearchable,  the  unalienable^  and  the  inex* 
|iaqilible  riches  of  Chrift.  Jnqn. 

R  P  M  E  p  y. 

Thjsie  is  np  part  pf  our  dreadful  difeafe  ^d  mU 
fpry,  as  finners,  for  which  there  is  not  an  all-fuffi? 
pient  remedy,  in  the  perfefttons  which  Jefus  pof- 
^fles,  and  the  ofiices  hp  liuflains,  for  the  falvation 
i)f  hisfhvfrch.  Vem. 

REVELATION. 

I  am  no  mqre  furprifed^  that  fome  revealed  truths 
^oui<l  amaze  my  underfianfling,  ^h^n  th^  ^be  bldo,-. 

REVILERS, 
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R    E    V    I    L    E    R    S. 

If  a  man  ftrike  his  hand  upon  the  point  of  a  (pear^ 
he  hurts  no(  the  fpear,  but  his  hand  :  or,  if  be  (pum 
at  a  ftone,  he  hurts  not  the  ftone,  but  his  foot.  So 
is  it,  with  the  defpifers  of  Chrift,  and  the  revilers  of 
his  gofpcl.  Parr^ 

REVIVAL    OF    RELIGION. 

The  revival  of  evangelical  religion  in  a  nation,  \b^ 

often,  like  a  fummer-fliowcr ;  which  docs  not  fall 

equally,  but  waters  and  refrcflies  one  place,  and 

Jeaves  another  dry,     ^9v.  Mr,  Slofs  (of  Nottingham) 

in  converfationt  t)ec.  18,  1769. 

RICHES. 

If  riches  have  been  youridoj,  hoarded  up  in  your 
coffers,  or  lavifhed  out  upon  yourfelves,  they  will, 
ivhen  the  day  of  reckoning  comes,  be  like  the  gar* 
ment  of  pitch  and  brimftone,  which  is  put  on  th^ 
criminal  condemned  {to  the  flames.  Herv^^ 

'*  I  cannot  be  poor/'  faith  Bernard,  **  fo  long  as 
QoA  is  rich  \  for  all  his  riches  are  mine/' 

Cripplfgate  LeRures. 

RICHES   AND    PQVERTY. 

Are  you  rich  ?  If  you  die  unconverted,  you  will 
be  damned. — Are  yo^  poor  ?  If  you  are  converted, 
yop  are  tnily  rich.— A  poor  man^  without  grace,  is 
twice  poor,  and  completely  miferable :  a  rich  man, 
ivho  is  a  believer,  hath  a  double  portion*         Anon. 

RIGHTJEOUS    OVERMUCH. 

This  is  properly  to  be  righteous  overmuch,  when 
we  pretend  to  cprreft  God's  law,  and  add  fupple- 
|nefitS|  of  our  own,  to  his  nile*  Qt^nalt. 


SABBATH. 
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SABBATH. 

Make  the  Sabbath  the  market-day  for  thy  foul. 
Sunday  is  not  a  day  to  feaft  our  bodies,  but  our 
fouls. 

SAINTS    IMPERFECT, 

Learn  to  diftinguifli  between  pride  in  a  duty,  and^ 
a  proud  duty ;  between  hypocrify,  or  formality,  in 
aperfon,  and  a  hypocrite,  oraformalift;  between 
wine  in  a  man,  and  a  man  in  wine.  The  bell  of 
faints  have  the  ftirrings  of  fuch  corruptions  in  them, 
and  a  mixture  of  them  in  their  fervices  :  thefe  foul 
birds  will  light  upon  an  Abr^-ham's  facrifice,  Go4 
beholds  them  as  the  weakneffes  of  thy  fickly  ftate 
here  below :  and  pities  thee,  O  believer,  as  thou 
Woi^dft  pity  thy  lame  child.  Gurnalf. 

SALVATION, 

The  grand  controverfy,  between  corrupt  nature 
^nd  Almighty  God,  is  not  whether  any  or  all  of  the 
human  race  (hall  be  faved :  but  who ,  fhall  have  the 
glory  of  falvation  afcribed  tg  him  ?  God,  or  the 
creature  ?  The  pride  of  man  prompts  him  to  fay, 
**  the  glory  of  falvation  is  due  to  me ;  for  I  fave 
myfelf.'*  But  the  great  Jehovah  juftly  challenges 
the  glory  of  falvation  to  himfelf,  and  fays,  **  I  will 
have  all  the  glory  thereof;  for  it  is  by  my  fovereign 
and  efficacious  grace,  that  menare faved."  Mr.  Sladen. 

Is  it  poffible  for  us  to  imagine,  that  Chrift  came 
into  the  world  at  random,  that  he  died  at  fixes  and 
fevens,  and  that  the  efficacy  of  what  he  did  and 
fufFered  depends  on  a  peradventure  ?  No :  h^  dieci 
foreleft  perfons;  and  all  fhall  be  faved,  for  whom 
he  died.  Was  the  bufinefs  of  falvation  fufpended 
on  the  will  of  man,  or  of  the  devil,  not  a  fingle  foul 
would  ever  get  to  heaven. 

Mr.  Madan^  in  Converfation,  July  i8,  1769, 

You  may  as  well  think  of  adding  whitenefs  to 
(how,  oy  brightnefs  to  the  fun,  as  of  a.dding  any 

thing 
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thing  to  the  merit  of  Chrift's  perfeft  atonement, 
corifumm^te  fighteoufnefs,  and  finiftied  faivation. 

Rev.  Mr.  lownjhend^  Nqv.  8,  1769. 
The  fouls  of  the  eleft  were  faved  ypon  truft,  for 
four  thoufand  years.  The  Father  gave  credit  to 
Chrift,  and  glorified  his  faints,  on  the  footing  of  a 
facrifice  not  then  offered  up,  and  of  a  righteoufnefs 
not  then  wrought-  Chrift  alfo,  in  the  days  of  his 
flelh,  went  on  credit  with  his  Father,  every  time  he 
faid  to  a  finner,  *^  Thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee,'*  pre^ 
Vious  to  his  offering  himfelf  on  the  crofs. 

^r.  Rylandy  July  11. 

&    A    T    A    N. 

Againft  whom  doth  Satan  multiply  his  malicioiis 
iiffaults  ?  Againft  thofe,  in  whom  God  hath  multi- 
plied his  graces,  Satan  is  too  crafty  a  pirate,  to  at-i- 
tack  an  empty  veflel :  he  feeks  to  rob  thofe  veffels 
only,  which  are  richly  laden.  Bp.  Cowper. 

If  Satan  cannot  pleafe  a  finner  with  his  naked 
ftate  of  profanenefs ;  he  will  endeavour  to  put  him  off 
with  fomething  like  grace,  with  a  pharifaical  pro- 
feffion,  and  a  pharifaical  round  of  duties ;  fuch  as 
(hall  neither  benefit  the  finner,  nor  do  Satan  any 
hurt.  Too  many  are  pcrfuaded  to  fit  down  content 
with  this ;  like  children  that  cry  for  a  knife,  or  a 
dagger;  and  are  as  well  pleafed  with  a  bone  knife, 
or  a  wooden  dagger,  as  with  the  beft  of  all.    GurnalL 

Many  have  yielded  to  go  a  mile  with  Satan,  who 
never  intended  to  go  with  him  twain:  but,  when 
once  on  the  way  with  him,  have  been  enveigled  fiirr 
ther  and  further,  until  they  know  not  how  to  leave 
him  Thus  he  leads  poor  ^  creatures  down  into  the 
fiepths  of  fin,  by  winding  ftairs,  fo  that  they  fee 
not  the  bottom  and  en(i  of  that,  to  which  they  are 
jgoing.  ibid. 

Satan^s  temptations  on  Chrift,  were  like  the  mo-  ' 
tions  of  a  ferpent  on  a  rock  (Prov.  xxx.  19.);  which 
make  no  impreflTion,  aad  leave  no  dent  nor  trace  be- 
hind 
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hind  them.— But,  on  us,  they  are  as  the  motions  of 
a  (erpent  on  fand,  or  dull :  they  make  a  print,  and 
leave  a  ftain,  on  the  imagination  at  leafl,  if  not  on 
the  heart.  ikid. 

There  were  two  remarkable  periods  in  Chrift** 
life,  his  intrat,  and  his  exit :  his  entrance  into  hi$ 
public  miniftry,  upon  his  baptifm  y  and  his  depar- 
ture out  of  life,  by  crucifixion.  At  both  feafons, 
we  find  the  devil  moft  fiercely  encountering  him.— 
The  more  public  thy  place,  O  Chriftian !  and  the 
more  eminent  thy  fervices  for  God ;  the  more,  thou 
mayefi:  expedt,  the  grand  adverfary  will  plot  againft 
thee.  ^  ibid. 

When  a  Chriftian  is  about  fome  notable  enter- 
prize  for  God's  glory,  then  will  Satan  lie,  like  a  fer- 
pent  in  the  way,  or  as  an  adder  in  the  path^  to  bite 
the  horfe's  heels,  that  the  rider  may  fall  backward, 

ibid. 

If  thott  wouldit  be  guarded  from  Satan,  as  a 
troubler,  take  heed  of  him  as  a  fcducer.  The  haft 
of  Satan's  hatchet  (with  which  he  chops  at  the 
Chriftian^s  comfort)  is  made  of  the  Chriftian's  wood* 
Firft  he  tempts  to  fin,  and  then  for  it.  ibid. 

When  the  coat  of  a  faint  is  cleaneft,  the  devil  is 
moil  defirous  to  roll  him  in  the  mire.  ibid. 

Beware  of  yielding  to  Satan's  motions.  A  faint's 
ile(h  heals  not  ib  eafily  as  others.  ibid, 

Satan  is  never  likely  to  do  more  mifchief,  than 
when  he  puts  on  Samuel's  mantle.  ibid. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  ftraights,  wherein  Satan 
litms  to  entrap  the  believer :  nice  queflions,  obfcure 
Scriptures,  and  dark  providences*  ibid^ 

Many  faints  are  troubled  with  blafphcmous  and 
ttheiftical  fuggeftions,  fo  flily  conveyed  into  their 
bofom,  that  they  begin  to  fear,  fuch  motions  could 
never  have  rifen  there,  if  they  were  not  natives  of 
the  heart ;  whereas,  indeed,  the  cup  was  of  Satan's 
own  putting  into  the  fack.— ^The  Chriftian  thinks, 
that  tbefe  are  his  fin,  as  well  as  his  burden:  but  I 
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<ati  tell  him  of  a  greater  fin,  than  all  Satan's  fug- 
geftions  put  together;  and  that  is,  wfien  they  make 
the  believer  doubt  whether  he  is  a  child  of  God,  be* 
caufe  harraffed  by  Satan.  ibid. 

Satan  knows,  that  an  arrow,  out  of  God's  quiver, 
tvounds  the  believer  deep :  and  therefore,  when  he 
accufes^  he  comes,  fometimes  in  God's  name.  He 
forges  a  letter;  he,  as  it  were,  counterfeits  God*$ 
hand ;  and  then  gives  the  writing  to  a  poor^  difcon- 
folate  child  of  God,  threatning  him  with  banifhment 
from  his  father's  houfe,  and  lofs  of  his  inheritance. 
The  Chriftian,  confcious  of  his  unworthinefs,  weak- 
nefs,  and  many  mifcarriages,  takes  it  all  for  sofpel ; 
fets  himfelf  down  for  an  alien  and  an  outcau^;  and 
builds  to  himfelf  aprifon  of  real  diftrefs,  on  falfe, 
imaginary  grounds  ibid. 

Endeavour  to  deal  with  Satan's  bafe  luggeftions, 
as  you  ufe  to  ferve  thofe  vagrants  and  rogues  that 
come  about  the  country:  though  you  cannot  k^ep 
them  from  paflSng  through  the  town,  yet  you  take 
care  not  to  let  them  fettle  there,  but  whip  them,  and 
fend  them  to  their  own  home.  ibid* 

When  you  find  your  fins  fo  reprefented  and  aggra- 
vated to  you,  as  exceeding  either  the  ftiercy  of  God's 
nature,  or  the  grace  of  his  covenant,  or  the  merit  of 
Chrift's  blood,  or  the  power  of  his  fpirit ;  bicfe  aterit 
diaboluSj  you  may  be  a^ured  that  this  comes  from 
hell,  and  not  from  heaven :  you  may  know  where 
it  was  minted.  It  is  one  of  the  devil's  lies.  ibid. 
So  alio,  as  to  the  willingnefs  of  God  to  fave  you. 
If  you  think,  that  the  L^ord  is  indeed  good  and  gra* 
cious,  but  not  for  fo  great  a  finner  as  you ;  that  he 
is  ftrong  and  powerful,  but  not  to  fave  you ;  know, 
moft  affuredly,  that  this  is  one  of  Satan's  falfe  wbif- 
pers.  Anfwer  them  with,  *•  Get  thee  hence,  thy 
fpeech  betrayeth  thee."  ibid. 

Satan  is  very  bufy  with  all  good  men ;  cfpecially 
with  minifters :  hedefired  to  have  Peter  in  his  hands: 
he  bufietted  the  apoiUe  Paul :  he  levels  his  arrows 

at 
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at  thofe  that  are  the  moft  fruitful,  flotirilhrng,  and 
ufeful :  as  the  archers  that  (hot  at  Jofeph,  that  fruif- 
ful  bough  by  a  well,  and  grieved  him ;  though  his 
bow  abode  in  ftrength,  the  arms  of  his  hands  being 
made  ftrong  by  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob*  Dr^  Gilh 
The  finneris  the  devirs  miller,  always  grinding; 
and  the  devil  is  always  filling  the  hopper,  that  the 
mill  may  not  Hand  ililL, 

SANCTIFICATION* 

We  were  abominably  filthy  in  the  eye  of  God* 
He  entered  into  covenant  with  his  powerful  and 
gracious  fpirit,  concerning  our  fandtification  t  & 
fpirit,  who  meets  us,  in  all  our  forms  of  mifery,  with 
all  poffible  ways  and  modes  of  mercy.     Mr.  Ryland^ 

There  is  an  internal  dignity  in  fandification^ 
which  is  attended  with  a  fatisfadtion,  fortitude,  and 
greatnefs  of  mind,  which  the  wicked  know  nothing 
of.  Anofi^ 

A  fanftified  heart  is  better  than  a  filver  tongue* 

Dyer^ 

The  greater  our  fatisfaftion  is,  the  more  advanced 
we  are  in  holinefs,  the  more  we  fhall  feel  our  need  of 
freejuftification. 

Mr.  Hitcbin^  in  conver/atieny  yuiy  iS* 

This  is  found  religion ;  to  bottom  all  only  upon 
the  everlafting  mountains  of  God's  love  and  graced 
in  Chrift,  and  to  live  continually  in  the  fight  of 
Chrift*s  infinite  righteoufnefs  and  merits.  They  ar* 
fanftifying:   without  them,    the   heart    is    carnal* 

micox. 

Labour  after  fandiification,  to  thy  utitioft :  but 
make  not  a  Chrift  of  it,  to  fave  thee.  Chrift's  in* 
finite  fatisfadtion,  not  thy  fandlification,  muft  be  thy 
juftification  before  God*  .     jHd* 

S  E  A  T    O  F    G  it  A  C  E. 

The  heart  of  a  true  Chriftian  is  always  the  feat 

of  grace;f  though  he  may  not  always  beadually  abU 

^  to 
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to  difcern  it.  A  fun-dial  is  a  fun-dial ;  and  the 
charafters  are  ftrongly  marked  upon  it ;  though  we 
cannot  fee  which  way  it  points,  but  when  the  fun 
ftines  upon  it.  Afcribed  to  Mr.  Gwennap. 

SECOND    CAUSES. 

God  hides  himfelf,  and  his  providence,  behind  fe- 
xond  caufes.  Afcribed  to  Mr.  RoUin. 

SELF. 

All  temptations,  all  Satan's  advantages,  and  moft 
of  our  own  complainings,  are  laid  in  lelf-righteouf- 
nefs  and  felf-excellency.  God  purfueth  thefe  by 
fetting  Satan  upon  thee,  as  Laban  purfued  Jacob 
for  his  images.  Thefe  muft  be  torn  from  thee,  how 
unwilling  foever  thou  art.  Thefe  hinder  Chrifl 
from  coming  in ;  and,  until  Chrift  come  in,  guilt 
will  not  go  out.  Wilcox. 

Self  i^  the  principle,  motive,  or  end,  of  every 
aftion  done  by  a  ri^tural  man. 

Dr.  Gifford,  in  Conrjerfationy  Juh  14,  1769. 

If  I  could  but  be  mafter  of  that  hou{6-idol,  my- 
felf,  my  own,  mine ;  my  own  wit,  will,  credit,  and 
eafe ;  how  blefled  were  I !  Alas,  we  have  more  need 
to  be  redeemed  from  ourfelves,  than  from  the  devil 
and  the  world !  Rutberfoord. 

The  honey  that  you  fuck  from  your  own  righte- 
oufnefs,  will  turn  into  gall;  and  the  light,  which  you 
take  from  this,  to  walk  by,  will  darken  into  black 
night  upon  the' foul.  Wilcox. 

Many,  who  have  efcaped  the  rocks,  of  grofs  fin, 
have  been  caft  away  on  the  fands  of  felf  righteouf- 
nefs.  Dyer. 

*  God  taught  our  firft  parents  to  make  coats,  to 
cover  their  naked  bodies  :  but  it  was  the  devil,  that 
taught  their  pofterity  to  weave  falfe  coverings  of 
their  own,  to  hide  the  nakednefs  of  their  fouls. 

Gwitall. 

When 
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When  thou  bcHercft  and  comcft  to  Chrift,  thou 
snoft  Imvc  thy  own  righteou&efs  behind  thee,  and 
bring  nothing  with  thee  but  thy  (ins.  You  muft 
ktve  behind  all  your  holinefs,  duties,  humblings. 
Ire.  and  bring  nothing  but  your  wants  and  miff  ries : 
eUe^  Chrift  is  not  fit  for  thee,  nor  thou  for  Chrift. 

Anon, 

A  difpoiition  to  eftablifli  our  own  rigfateoufncfs 
[as  a  ^ound,  caufe,  or  condition  of  our  acceptance 
with  God]«  is  a  weed  that  naturally  grows  in  every 
niM'f  heart.  Anon. 

Some  people,  it  is  to  be  feared,  follow  the  gofpel^ 
M  a  flbaik  follows  a  (hip ; — for  a  dinner. 

Mr.  Madanj  Dec.  25,  1769* 

S  E  N  S  E  OF  S  I  N. 
The  fenfe  of  your  own  fin,  manifefted  by  the  law, 
win  excite  in  you  an  intenfe  defire  to  live  to  God 
who  took  pity  on  your  deformity  >  who  loved  you, 
when  not  one  (ingle  feature  of  comelinefs  was 
about  you;  and  loves  youftill,  though  much  de- 
pravity is  remaining  in  you«  Venn. 

SERVANT    OF    GOD. 
The  greateft  and  trueft  nobility  is,  to  be  a  fcr- 
vant  of  the  great   God.     He  is  nobly  defcended, 
who  is  born  from  above.  Dyer. 

SERVICE. 
In  all  the  duties,  which  God  requires  dF  a  be« 
liever,  the  ftrength  of  Chrift  is  made  perfeA  in  the 
weaknefs  of  him  that  is  to  do  them. — Chrift  does 
fiot  call  off  believers  from  doing,  but  takes  away  the 
heavinefs  and  talk.  The  fervice  of  Chrift  is  a  yoke 
and  a  burden,  to  any  perfon  who  attempts  to  per- 
form it  without  Chrift,  and  to  carry  all  by  him- 
£slf:  but  the  yoke  and  burden  are  both  light 
and  eafy,  when  Chrift  bears  the  weight  of  them« 

Crifp. 
SHAME. 


JExeellent  Pajfages  from  eminent  Perfons.       453 

SHAME. 

Many  flop  fliort  of  heaven,  becaufe  they  are 
aQiamed  to  go  thither  in  a  fool's  coat:  for  believers 
are  always  fools,  in  the  world's  account.         GumalL 

SIGHT    OF    C  H  R  I  S  T. 

Our  fenfes  have  their  happinefs,  as  well  as  our 
fouls :  and  in  heaven,  after  the  refurreftion,  we  (hall 
have  a  glorified  eye,  as  well  as  glorified  minds. 
Many,  out  of  curiolity,  defired  to  fee  Chrift,  in  the 
days  of  his  fle(h :  and  fome  choice  apoftles  were  ad- 
mitted to  fee  him,  at  his  transfiguration.  But, 
hereafter,  it  Ihall  be  the  common  privilege  of  all  the 
faithful.  They  fliaH  then  fee  him,  of  whom  they 
have  heard  fo  much,  and  of  whofe  goodnefs  they 
have  tafted,  and  whofe  laws  they  have  obeyed,  and 
on  whofe  merits  they  have  depended.  Manten. 

SIN. 

If  our  0ns  lie  heavy  at  our  hearts,  God  will  not 
lay  them  to  our  charge.  Cafe. 

Nothing  can  hurt  us,  but  fin;  and  that  Ihall  not 
hurt  us,  if  we  can  repent  of  it.  Dodd. 

The  word,  facraments,  and  prayer,  do  indeed 
weaken  fin  :  but  only  death  kills  it.  ibid. 

Every  fin  is  an  imitation  of  the  devil,  and  creates 
a  kind  of  hell  in  the  heart.  tiervey. 

No  fin  can  be  little;  becaufe  there  is  no  little  God 
to  fin  againfl:.  ,  Brookes. 

No  fin  can  be  little,  becaufe  it  is  coriiniitted 
againfl:  the  great  God  of  heaven  and  earth.  To 
commit  little  fins,  the  finner  mufl:  find  out  a  little 
God.  Bunyah 

I  cannot  commit  fin,  but  I  mufl:  (et  my  foot  oh 
the  law  of  my  Maker.  I  cannot  gratify  my  luft:s, 
but  I  mufl:  go  over  my  bleeding  Saviour.  There- 
fore, away,  foul  tempter  :  I  hate  both  thee  and  thy 
motions.  Gurnalli 

My  friend,  Mr.  Williani  Mafon,  lately  told  mej 
that,  on  feeing  a  tre^  Which  had  b^eh  lately  felled^ 

Vot.  IV.  (22.)  G  g  hd 
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he  obfervcd  a  number  of  young  (hoots,  fpririging  up 
from  the  root :  which  reminded  him  of  the  body  o£ 
fin,  in  a  believer,  being  cut  down  and  deftroyed  by 
grace ;  yet,  while  the  root  remains  within,  corrup- 
tions will  be  continually  fprouting,  until  we  get 
home  to  glory. 

While  we  are  under  the  law,  and  have  no  better 
help,  fin  reigns  in  us :  the  law  cannot  bridle  it  in. 
But,  when  we  come  under  grace  by  Chrift,  the  do- 
minion of  fin,  which  the  law  cannot  reftrain,  is  capti- 
vated and  fubjefted  by  Chrift.  I  will  fubdue  your  ini- 
quities, as  it  is  fpoken  by  the  prophet  Micah.      Crifp. 

If  God's  people  fall  at  any  time  into  fin>  it  is  not 
while  they  are  eyeing  the  perfeftion  of  Chrift*s 
righteoufnefs,  but  when  they  lofe  fight  of  it, 

Mr.  Miller f  in  converjation  with  me^  June  20,  1769* 

When  Satan  charges  fin  upon  the  confcience,  then 
for  the  foul  to  charge  it  upon  Chrift,  this  is  gofpel- 
like.     Chrift  ferves  for  this  very  end.  fVtlcox. 

Thofe  fins  (ball  never  make  an  heU  for  us,  which 
have  been  an  hell  to  us.  Dyer. 

Sin  has  brought  many  a  believer  into  fuffering  5 
and  fuflfering  has  kept  many  a  believer  from  fin* 
ning.  ibid. 

Though  it  is  impoflSble,  for  a  true  believer^  fo  to 
jBn,  as  to  fall  into  hell  j  yet,  wilful  fin- will  bring 
an  hell  into  his  heart.      Mr.  Madan^  June  2i>  1769. 

It  is  not  poflible  that  any  Antinomian  can  be  a 
truly  converted  perfon  :  for,  a  man  cannot  be  truly 
converted,  without  having  been,  firft,  -divinely 
awakened ;  and  no  man  can  be  divinely  awakened, 
without  feeling  the  evil  and  bitternefs  of  fin.       ibid. 

As  a  thorn,  in  the  hedge,  is  a  fence  ;  but  an  of* 
fence,  in  the  midft  of  a  garden  ;  fo  fin,  in  the  me* 
mory,  may  do  well,  to  (humble  us  and)  keep  us 
from  relapfing ;  but  is  a  grievance,  in  the  confcience. 
Hence,  Auftin,  after  he  had  received  aflfurance  of 
his  forgivenefs,  blefled  God,  that  he  could  now  call 
his  fins  to  mind,  without  being  af&ighted  at  them,' 

Arrowf/nitb. 
.   The 
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The  old  alhes  of  the  fins  of  my  youth,  are  now 
.fire  of  Torrow  to  me.  I  have  feen  the  devil,  as  it 
were,  dead  and  buried,  and  yet  rife  again,  and  be  a 
worfe  devil  than  ever  he  was*  Rutherfoord. 

SINNER. 

'If  you  have  to  do  with  a  ftupid,  hardened,  un- 
awakened  fmner,  fet  the  terrors  of  the  law  before 
him,  without  mercy :  endeavour  by  cprrofives,  to 
eat  down  the  proud  flefti  of  his  heart.  But,  when 
you  meet  with  a  finner,  whofe  foul  is  pierced.  Hum- 
bled, and  touched  to  the  quick  with  a  pungent  fenfe 
of  fin,  fet  before  him  the  love  and  tendernefs, 
the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  the  compaflfionate 
and  almighty  Jefus.  Nothing  but  the  balm  of 
Gilead,  and  the  lenitives  of  the  gofpel,  belong  to 
fuch  a  perfon.  MaJan^  in  converfation^  July  1 8,  1 769, 
Whom  did  Chrift  die  for  ?  For  finners.  For  the 
greateft  finners.  For  the  chiefeft  of  finuers:  A  dy- 
ing Chrift  for  a  denying  Peter !  A  crucified  Chrift 
for  a  crucified  thief!  Mrs.  Sarah  Weight. 

SINCEklTY- 

If  a  perfon  was  to  attend  the  levee  of  an  earthly 
prince,  every  court-day;  and  pay  his  obeifance, 
pundtually  and  relpeftfully ;  but,-  at  other  times, 
fpeak  and  aft  in  oppofition  to  his  fovereign  :  the 
king  would  juftly  deem  fuch  a  one,  an  hypocrite 
and  an  enemy.  Nor  will  a  folemn  and  ftated  at- 
tendance on  the  means  of  grace  in  the  houfe'of  God, 
prove  us  to  be  God's  children  and  friends ;  if  we 
confine  pur  religion  to  the  church-walls,  and  do  not 
devote  our  lips  and  lives  to  the  glory  of  that  Saviour 
'We  profefs  to  love.        Rowland  Hill,  Aug. '^o^  ^775* 

Sincerity  in  a  man's  prbfefling  that  which  is  agree- 
able to  the  real  fentiments  of  his  mind,  is  certainly  a* 
very  laudable  thing  :  but  ft » can  never  take  away  the 
guilt  of  a  man*s  not  conforming  the  fentiments  of 
his  fliiind  to  the  objeftive,  revealed  truth.  JDr.GilL 
Og  a  Ou" 
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Our  fear  commonly  meets  us  at  that  door,  hy 
which  we  think  to  run  from  it.  He  that  will  fave 
his  life,  (hall  lofe  it.  As  you  love  your  peace,  Chrif- 
tians,  be  plain-hearted  with  Go4  and  man :  keep 
the  king's  highway ;  the  plain,  honeft  way  of  God's 
commands  and  Chrift's  dodtrines.  GurnalL 

Either  take  Chrift  into  your  lives,  or  caft  him  out 
of  your  lips.  Dyer, 

SIMILARITY. 

As  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  firft  a  fanftifier,  and  then  a 
comforter;  fo»  on  the  other  hand,  Satan  is  firft  a 
tempter,  and  then  a  troubkr  ;  when  he  has  feduced^ 
he  falls  to  accufing. 

SIMPLICITY. 

It  is  one  thing,  to  be  child-like ;  another  to  be 
childifti.     A  faying  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Jones^ 

SYMPATHY. 

As,  in  two  ftrings  of  an  inftrument  rightly  tuned, 
if  one  ftring  be  touched,  the  other  trembles ;  fo,  if 
one  believer  fufFer,  the  reft  fyfFer  with  him, 

Mr.  Jenkins. 

SOCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

1  am  particularly  delighted  with  fuch  focial  Inter* 
views,  as  ferve  to  enlarge  our  knowledge,  and  refine 
our  affeftions  ;  fuch  as  have  an  apparent  tendency 
to  render  us  more  ufeful  in  our  prefent  ftations,  and 
to  ripen  us  for  future  happinefs.  This  is  a  feaft  of 
reafon ;  a  feaft  of  truth  ;  and,  I  muft  own,  has 
charms  for  me,  infinitely  fuperior  to  all  the  imperti^ 
nent  amufements  of  modifh  ch^t?  or  the  mean  gra*- 
tifications  of  the  bottle. 

S  O  C  I  N  I  A  N, 

Let  the  judgment  of  charity  enjoy  it's  true  lati- 
tude :  but,  for  my  part,  I  would  not,  for  a  thou  land 

woilds, 
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worlds,  have  *a  Socinian's  account  to  give  at  the  end 
of  this  I  Arrow fmith. 

SOUL. 

If  your  bones  were  broken,  or  you  was  brought 
to  death's  door  by  the  force  of  fome  violent  difeafe, 
you  would  feek  out  for  the  beft  advice.  If  your 
wives  were  in  hard  labour ;  if  the  children  were 
come  to  the  birth,  and  there  was  not  ftrength  to 
bring  forth ;  you  would  not  fpare  to  ride  for  the 
moft  experienced  midwife.  O  be  as  prudent  and 
careful  for  the  falvation  of  your  fouls,  which  endure 
forever,  as  you  are  for  the'life  of  your  bodies,  which 
is  but  as  a  vapour !  Mr.  Hervey. 

When  nobility  ftoops  to  the  office  of  teaching, 
nothing  of  lefs  dignity,  than  the  heir  of  a  kingdom, 
muft  be  the  fcholar  :  How,  then,  (hall  we  fully  con- . 
ceive  the  excellency  of  the  foul,  which  has  the  fpirit 
of  God  for  it*s  appointed  teacher  and  continual 
guide.  ^  Venn. 

Whatever  it  be,  except  the  foul,  that  you  arc 
careful  about,  it  has  ftill  this  moft  degrading  cir- 
cumftance  attending  it  :  It  has  the  condition  only 
of  an  annuity  for  life  :  each  fuccefTive  year  makes  a 
confiderable  decreafe  in  it*s  value  j  and,  at  death, 
the  whole  is  at  an  end  forever.  ibid. 

Sick  perfons  are  often  fent,  by  phylicians,  to  their 
native  foil,  that  they  may  again  breathe  their  origi- 
nal air  they  drew  when  born  at  firfl.  The  fpirit  of 
man  was  firft  breathed  into  him  by  the  Father  of 
fpirits ;  and  heaven  is  the  believer's  native  place : 
nor  can  (ick  fouls  be  cured,  until  God  is  enjoyed, 
and  heaven  in  him.  Arrowfmith. 

Our  fouls  were,  at  firft,  fafhioned  after  the  image 
of  God  }  and  nothing  fhort  of  him  who  is  ftyled 
The  brightnefs  of  his  Father*s  glory,  and  the  exprefs 
image  of  his  perfon,  can  replenifti  them*.  Juft  as 
when  there  is  a  curious  impreffibn  left  upon  wax, 
nothing  can  adequately  fill  the  dimeniions  and  hnea- 
ments  of  it,  but  the  very  (eal  that  ftamped  it.  ibid. 
G  g  3  God 
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God  would  not  reft  from  his  works  of  creation,  un-* 
til  man  was  framed  ;  nor  can  man  reft  from  his  long- 
ing defires  of  indigence,  until  God  is  pofleffed.    ibid: 

None  can  render  our  fouls  happy,  but  God  who 
made  them  ;  nor  can  give  fatisfaftion  to  them,  but 
Chrift  who  gave  fatisfaftion  for  them.  ibid. 

As  foon  may  a  trunk  be  filled  with  wifdom,  as  a 
foul  with*  wealth :  and  as  foon  might  bodily  fub- 
ftances  be  nourilhed  with  fhadows,  as  rational  fpirits 
be  fed  with  bodies.  ibid. 

Other  things  may  cumber  the  mind.;  only  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God  in  Chrift  can  content 
it.  ibid. 

The  motion  of  immortal  fouls  is,  like  that  of  the 
celeftial  bodies,  purely  circular :  they  reft  not,  with- 
out returning  back  to  the  famy  point  from  whence 
they  iflued ;  which  is  the  bofom  of  God  himfelf.  ik 

SORROW. 

Sorrow,  and  all  the  extravagant  forms  of  it,  are 
forbidden.  Even  Seneca,  the  heathen,  may  (hame 
us  out  of  fuch  a  conduct: ;  who,  having  fome  notion 
of  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  though  not  of  the 
body's  refurreftion,  expreffes  himfelf  thus,  in  a  con- 
folatory  lette,r  to  Lucilius,  occafioned  by  the  death 
of  his  friend  Flaccus  :  "  The  thought  of  deceafed 
friends  is  fweet  and  pleafant  to  me ;  for  I  have  en- 
joyed them,  as  one.  that  was 'about  to  lofe  them; 
and  I  have  loft  them,  as  one  that  may  have  them 
again."  'Dr.  Gill. 

Horrible  dread  is  fometimes  preparatory  to  evan- 
gelical  forrow,  as  auftere  John  went  before  meek 
Jefus :  but  yet,  the  more  and  greater  the  terrors  are, 
the  lefs  is  the  genuine  forrow  for  fin,  while  they  re- 
main. As  John  went  down,  when  Chrift  went  up  ; 
as  his  incfeafe  was  John's  decreafe;  To,  as  truly  god- 
ly forrow  goes  up,  there  terrors  go  down.  As  the 
wind  gathers  the  clouds,  but  thofe  clouds  feldom 
melt  into  a  fet  rain,  till  the  wind  falls,  that  gathered 

them*; 
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tliem  ;  (o  thefe  terrors  raife  the  clouds  of  our  fins  in 
our  confciences,  but,  when  we  melt  into  godly  for- 
row,  the^brm  begins  to  be  laid.  And,  indeed,  as 
boifterous  winds  blow  away  the  rain,  fo  thefe  legal 
terrors  keep  off  th^  foul  from  this  gofpel  forrow. 
While  the  foul  is  making  an  out -cry,  "  I  am 
damned,  I  am  damned ;"  it  is  fo  much  taken  up 
with  the  fear  of  hell,  that  fin  as  fin  (which  is  the 
proper  objeft  of  godly  mourning),  is  little  looked 
on,  or  mourned  for.  A  murderer,  condemned  to 
die,  is  fo  pofleffed  with  dread  of  death  and  the  gal- 
lows,: that  it  may  be,  the  flain  body  dies  before  him 
unlamcnted  :  but,  when  his  pardon  is  brought,  then 
he  can  beftow  tears  freely  on  his  murdered  friend. 
They  (hall  look  on  him,  whom  they  have  pierced, 
and  mourn.  GurnalL 

A  true  Chriftian,  by  his  godly  forrow,  fhews  him- 
ielf  a  conqueror  of  that  fin  by  which  he  was  over- 
come ;  while  the  hypocrite,  by  his  pride,  (hews  him- 
fclf  a  flave  to  a  worfe  lufl,  than  that  he  exclaims 
againft.  While  a  Chriftian  commits  a  fin,  he  hates 
it ;  whereas  an  hypocrite  loves  it,  while  he  forbears 
it.  Anon. 

SPIRIT    OF    GOD. 

A  man  muft  have  the  fpirit  of  God,  before  he  can 
have  true  faith  :  for,  the  fpirit  does  not  firft  find 
faith  in  us,  and  then  come  himfelf  to  us ;  but  he 
firft  Cometh  himfelf  to  us,  and  then  worketh  faith 
in  us.  So  that  he,  that  believes,  muft  needs  have 
the  fpirit  :  for,  unlefs  he  had  the  fpirit,  he  could 
not  believe.  Bp,  Beveridge. 

Where  the  fpirit  of  God  is,  there  is  the  fpring  of 
goodnefs,  from  whence  the  ftreams  of  goodnefs  muft 
needs  flow.  So  that  he,  who  fayeth  a  man  may  be- 
lieve, and  yet  not  have  the  fpirit ;  or  that  a  man 
may  have  the  fpirit  in  him,  and  yet  good  works  not 
be  performed  by  him  ;  (fays  what )^  cannot  be  :  for,  , 
in  that  he  (the  Holy  Ghoft)  is  a  fpirit,  he  is  an  aftive 
Gg  4    .  principle. 
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principle,  always  doing :  and,  in  that  he  is  the  fpirit 
of  God,,  he  is  an  holy  principle,  and  therefore  muft 
always  be  doing  good.  ibid. 

Obferve  fome  beautiful  and  copious  river.  How 
it  exhilarates  the  country,  and  fru6tifies  the  foil, 
through  which  it  paffes.  Bellows  a  thoufand  con- 
veniences, and  gives  birth  to  a  thoufand  delights. 
So  the  comforter,  dwelling  in  the  heart,  gives  fuch 
charming  views  of  Chrift  and  his  unfearchable  riches, 
as  gladden  the  confcience,  and. make  us  truly  happy. 
Hence,  as, from  an  inexhauftible  fource,  tme  holi- 
nefs  flows,  and  every  fpiritual  good.  This  will  raife 
our  defires  far  above  earthly,  fenfual,  tranfitory 
things ;  even  as  David's  thoughts  were  raifed .  far 
above  the  Ihepherd's  fcrip,  when  he  fat  exalted'  on  • 
the  throne  of  Ifrael.  He>vey. 

Was  it  poflible  for  an'unregenerate  finner  to  die, 
go  to  hell  for  a  time,  and  return  to  the  world  again, 
he  would  continue,  after  his  return,  as  great  a  fin- 
ner, and  as  great  a  lover  of  fin,  as  he  was  before. 
And  why  fo  ?  Becaufe  affllftion,  death,  and  hell  it- 
felf,  cannot  work  a  faving  change  on  the  foul  of 
man.  Nothing  can  renew  us,  till  God  takes  our 
hearts  into^  his  own  hand,  and  converts  us  by  the 
efficacious  grace  of  his  invincible  fpirit. 

Mr.  Ryland  (of  Northampton)  in  ConverfatioHy 
June  22,  1769. 

The  fpirit  of  God  can  convert  men,  without  the 
Bible ;  but  the  Bible  cannot  convert,  without  the 
fpirit. 

Mr.  Shirley^  in  Converfalion,  at  Trevecka^  this 
day^  Auguji  i<)^  1776. 

Whence  muft-  fire  defcend,  to  thaw  the  icinefs  of 
the  heart,  but  from  heaven  ?  The  holy  fpirit  muft 
breathe  upon  the  foul  (as  the  prophet  ftretched  him- 
felf  upon  the  dead  child),  and'  then  the  foul  will 
come  to  fome  kindly  warmth,  and  heavenly  heat  in 
it's  affeftions.  He  helps  us  to  thofe  figbs  and  groans, 
which  fill  the  fails  of  prayer*  Anon. 

While 
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While  the  opening  of  the  prlfon  to  theni  that  are 
bound,  is  proclaimed  in  the  gofpel;  the  fpirit  of  GocJ 
comes  to  the  prifon-door,  opens  it,  goes  to  the  pri- 
foner,  and,  by  the  power  of  his  grace,  makes  hij 
chains  fall  off.  ,  Bofton, 

Let  men  tear  and  tire  themfelves  night  and  day, 
with  a  multitude  of  prayers ;  yet,  if  a  work  of  the 
fpirit  of  God,  in  teaching  the  nature  and  guilt  of 
unbelief,  the  nature,  efficacy,  and  ufe  of  faith  iij 
Chrift  Jefus,  go  not  with  it,  all  will  be  loft  ancj 
[^come  to  nothing].  Dr.  Owen. 

The  fpirit  will  not  take  a  believer,  and  lead  him 
by  the  hand,  and  fet  him  into  the  way  (as  a  friend 
doth,  to  lead  one  a  mile  out  of  town),  and  thcQ 
leave  him  alone,  to  go  the  reft  of  the  way  by  himfelf ; 
no  :  but  the  fpirit  will  be  the  companion  of  the  foul, 
to  fecure  it ;  a  conductor  to  the  very  harbour  and 
haven  itfelf.  C,^ijp' 

it  is  a  privilege  of  this  nation,  that  merchants 
may  have  a  convoy,  a  navy  royal,  it  may  be,  to  go 
out  with  them  ;  but  it  will  hardly  come  in  with 
them  :  therefore  there  is  not  abfolute  fecurity  in  this 
convoy.  But  whoever  takes  Chrift,  hath  the  fpirit  to 
go  in  and  out  before  him  and  with  him  :  to  go  forth, 
to  come  back,  to  go  all  the  way  with  him  ;  for  he 
bath  faid,  I  will  never  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee.  ib. 

SPIRITUAL    LIFE. 

Sometimes,  the  breathings  and  defires  of  the  foul 
are  only  expreffed  by  fighs  and  groans.  Yet,  thel^ 
are  figns  of  fpiritual  life.  If  a  man  groans,  it  is 
plain  he  is  alive. 

SPIRITUAL    BLESSINGS. 
Abraham  might  give  Ifhmael  a  bottle  of  milk ; 
but  Ifaac  had  the  inheritance.  Dyer. 

STABILITY. 

Though  you  get  ftrokes  and  frowns  from  your 
Lord,  yet  believe  his  love  more  than  your  ow^ 

iceiing. 
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-  feeling.  The  world  can  take  nothing  from  you, 
that  is  truly  your's  :  and  death  itfelf  can  do  you  no 
hurt.  It  is  not  your  rock,  that  ebbs  and  flows  j 
but  your  fea*  Rutberfaord. 

SUBMISSION. 

In  vain  ye  bow  your  knees,  at  the  name  of  Jefus  j 
tinlefs  your  fouls  bow  [and  fubmit]  to  his  righte- 
oufnefs,  -  Mr.  Jenh. 

SUFFERINGS. 

Oh,  how  fweet  are  fulFerings  for  Chrift !  God 
forgive  them  that  raife  an  ill  report  on  the  fweet 
crofs  of  Chrift.  Our  weak  and  dim  eyes  look  only 
to  the  black  fide  of  the  crofs  :  and  this  occafiom  our 
tniftakes  concerning  it.  They  that  can  take  it  cheer- 
fully on  their  backs,  fhall  find  it  juft  fuch  a  burden, 
as  wings  to  a  bird,  or  fails  to  a  (hip.        Rutherfoord. 

Chrift  is  ftrong,  even  when  lying  in  the.duft,  in 
prifoi>,  and  in  banifliment.  Loffes  and  difgraces 
are  the  wheels  of  Chrift's  triumphant  chariot.  In 
the  fufferings  of  his  faints,  he  intends  his  own  glory, 
and  their  good ;  this  is  the  two-fold  mark,  he  aims 
at :  and  he  does  not  ftioot  at  random ;  but  always 
touches  the  point  he  purpofeth  to  hit.  ibid. 

Sufferings  are  comfortable,  when  they  overtake  us 
in  the  way  of  duty.  Manton. 

There  is  as  much  difference  between  the  fufferings  , 
of  the  faints,  and  thofe  of  the  ungodly,  as  there  is, 
between  the  cords,  with  which  an  executioner  pinions 
a  condemned  malefaftor^  and  the  bandages  where- 
with a  tender  furgeon  binds  his  patient.  Thedefign 
of  the  one,,  is  to  kill  j  of  the  other,  to  cure.  Be- 
lievers undergo  many  croiTes,  but  no  curfes. 

Arrowjmiib. 

SUPPLIES. 

Every  fon  and  daughter  of  God  ftiall  be  provided 
for.  *  Anon. 

Whithet 
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Whither  flioiild  we  go  for  water,  but  to  "the 
fpring?  Whither  Ihould  we  go  for  ftrength,  but  to 
t-he  fountain  of  ftrength  ?  Is  it  not  a  derogation  froni 
Chrift,  that  when  all  fulnefs  is  in  hin>  alone,  we? 
Ihould  forfake  the  fountain  of  fulnefs,  to  go  unto 
broken  cifterns  that  will  hold  no  water?  Mark  it 
well  :  as  often  as  ever  you  run  to  any  creature,  in 
any  neceffity  of  exigence,  either  before  you  go  to 
Chrift,  or  inftead  of  going  to  Chrift;  fo  often  you 
rob  Chrift  of  that  pre-eminence,  which  God  hath 
given  him,  and  we  fllould  pgy  him.  'Crifp, 

S  U  P  P  O  R  T. 

A  child  of  God  may  be  '  caft  down,  but  he  can* 
not  be  caft  off. 

.Dr.  Giffordy  in  preachings  London  y  Dec.  24,  i775# 

God's  people  are  never  in  a  more  thriving  ftate  of 

foul,  than  when  they  are  carrying  the  crofs.     It  is 

the  delight  of  the  holy  fpifit,  to  pull  down  the'pride 

of  felf,  and  to  build  up  the  glory  of  freegrace.  The 

lighteft  feather  of  affliftion  that  can  be  laid  on  the 

back  of  our  patience,  will  break  us  down,  if  God's 

fpirit  is  not  by  to  fupport  us.    Chrift's  righteoufnef^ 

is  the  only  worthinefs  of  a  finner.    Go  to  him,  every 

moment,  as  a  poor  finner,  to  a  rich  Saviour.    I  hope 

it  will  be  my  prayer,  when  I  come  to  die  (and  I  am 

fure  it  will,  if  I  am  then  in.  my  fenfes),  God  be 

merciful  to  me  a  finner.  ,        " 

Mr.  Romaine,  in  his  Sermon  (on  2  TheflT.  i.  j  i, 

12.)  this  Evening  J  January  7,  1776,  ^t  'St. 

Dunjlans. 

TEMPT  AT  IONS. 

Temptations  (hould  fend  a  faint  to  his  caftle,  as 
the  fight  of  a  dog  frightens  the  rabbit  to  her  bur^ 
rough.  Gurnatt. 

If  you  would  not  fall  into  fin,  do  not  walk  or.  fit 
by  the  door  of  temptation.  Naomi  fent  her  daugh- 
ter to  lie  at  Boaz's  feet ;  well  knowing  that,  if  he 

endured 
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tndured  her  there,  there  would  be  hope  of  his  taking 
her  to  his  bed  at  laft-  If  a  Chriftian  permits  a  finiful 
objedt  to  come  too  near  him,  Satan  is  iii  a  fair  way 
of  gaining  all  he  wants-  ibid^ 

No  fooner  is  the  new  creature  born,  no  fboner  is 
fi  finner  converted,  than  the  old  dragon  throws  out 
a  flood  of  temptation  after  him-  ibid. 

Well  may  God  fuffer  thee  to  lofe  thy  locks,  when 
thou  dareft  wilfully  to  lay  thy  head  in  the  lap  of 
temptation.  ibid. 

When  a  founder  has  caft  his  bell,  he  does  not  pre- 
fefitly  fix  it  up  in  the  fteeple ;  but  firft  tries  it  with 
his  hammer,  and  beats  it  on  every  fide,  to  fee  if 
there  be  any  flaw  in  it. 

Chrift  doth  not,  prefently  after  he  has  converted 
&  man,  convey  him  to  heaven  ;  but  fufFers  him  firft 
to  be  beaten  upon  by  many  temptations,  and  then 
€lalts  him  to  his  crown.  Arrowfmitb. 

Temptation  is  the  fire  that  brings  up  the  fcum  of 
the  heart.  Boflon^ 

Put  a  low  Value  Oil  the  world's  clay,  and  put  an 
high  value  on  Chrift.  Temptations'will  conie  ;  but 
if  you  do  not  make  them  welcome,  they  will  turn  to 
your  advantage.  Rutherfoord* 

TEMPERS. 

Saints  afe  not  always  fo  meek  as  they  ought: 
"  G.  d  Ihall  fmite  thee,  thou  whited  wall,"  faid  the 
'Q.i^o^it  to  the  high  prieft*  But,  as  they  draw  nearer 
to  heaven,  their  tempers  are  generally  more  hea-' 
Venlyt  "Lord,  lay  not  this  fin.  to  their  charge,'* 
faid  dying  Stephen.  .    Mr.  S.  fVilkes,  Dec.  23,  1769. 

TEMPORAL    MERCIES. 

Bread,  and  all  other  outward  mercies,  a  man  may 
feceive  from  an  angry  God  :  whereas,  pardon  of 
fift  never  cometh  but  from  favour  and  fpecial  love. 

Arrawfmith. 

TEMPO. 
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TEMPORIZING. 

He  is  a  bad  Chriftian,  who  cuts  the  coat  of  fait 
profeffion  according  to  the  fafhion  of  the  time«,  0/ 
the  humour  of  the  company  he  falls  into,      Gurnall, 

terrors! 

Many  perfons  have  been  overwhelmed  with  burt* 
ful  terrors,  and  led  to  pafs  fentence  on  themfelves, 
as  though  they  were  concluded  in  unbelief,  ftfxl 
without  Chrift  in  the  world ;  at  the  very  time  tb^ 
were  feeking  his  help  and  grace,  and  confequenj* 
iy,  in  the  Scripture  fenfe  of  the  word,  were  tnie  an(J. 
fincere  believers,  Anm^' 

THOUGHT. 

One  thought  of  Jefus  Chrift,  reaching  the  Ueaf t^ 

is  more  to  be  valued,  than  all  creature^contentments 

whatfoever,  though  they  jQiould  be  enjoyed  ii^  their 

fulnefs  for  a  thoufand  years,  without  interruption, 

Mr*  Thomas  Bally  in  Cfarke's  Lives, 

TIME, 

O,  how  little  is  your  hand-breadth  and  fpa^* 
length  of  days  here !  your  inch  of  time  is  iefs,  than 
when  you  and  I  parted.  Eternity  is  coming,  poftt- 
Jng  on  with  wings  :  then  (hall  every  man's  blacks 
wd  whites  be  brought  to  light,  Rutherfoord, 

TITLE   TO    HEAVEN. 

From  juftification,  arifes  our  title  to  heavepj 
from  fanftification,  arifes.  our  meetnefs  for  it,  A 
king's  fon  is  heir  apparent  to  his  father's  crown,  W« 
will  fuppofe  the  young  prince  to  be  educated  with  all 
the  advantages,  and  to  be  polTeflbr  of  all  the  at^ 
tainments,  that  are  peceflary  to  conftitute  a  cpips. 
plete  monarch.  His  accomplifhments,  however 
great,  do  not  entitle  him  to  the  kingdom;  they  only 
(Qualify  hin^  fpr  it ;  fo  the  holioefs  and  obedieoc^  af 
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the  faints  are  no  part  of  that  right,  on  which  theiV 
claim  to  glory  is  founded,  or  for  which  it  is  given ; 
but  a  part  of  that  fpiritual  education,  whereby  they 
are  fitted  and  made  meet  to  inherit  the  kingdom 
prepared  for  them  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world.  Madan. 

TRANSPLANTATION. 

None  are  tranfplanted  into  the  paradife  above, 
but  from  the  nurfery  of  grace  below* 

TRANSGRESSIONS, 

God  blotteth  out  tranfgrcffions,  aggravated  and 
innumerable,  as  eafily,  and  as  con:\pletely,  as  the 
wind  fweeps  away  a  floating  cloud  from  the  face  of 
the  iky,  Ifa.  xliv.  22*  Hervey. 

TRIALS.- 

Suppofe,  Chriftian,  the  furnace  be  feven  times 
hotter ;  it  is  but  to  make  you  feven  times  better. — 
Fiery  trials  make  golden  Chriftians.  Dyer. 

I  never  had,  in  all  my  life,  fo  great  an  inlet  into 
the  word  of  God,. as  now  [viz.  as  during  his  twelve 
years  imprifonment"! :  infomuch  that  I  have  often 
jaid,  "Were  it  lawful,  1  could  pfay  for  greater 
trouble,  for  the  greater  comfort's  fake/*         Bimyan. 

Wben  Abraham's  knife  was  at  Ifaac's  throat,  God 
provided  a  ram,  for  a  burnt  offering.  And,  in  all 
trouble,  the  Lord  will  either  provide  deliverance  for 
his  people,  or  provide  ftrength  for  them  to  bear  itr 

Dv.  Giffordy  in  Converfation  with  me\  June  20,  i769t 

T  R  U  E    G  A  I  N. 

'  We  may  be  lofers  for  God,  but  we  ftiall  never  be 
lofers  by  hivtiw  Cripplegate  LeSl. 

T    R    US    T. 

I  never  trufted  God,  but  1  found  him  faithful ; 
nor  my  own  heart,  but  I  found  it  f^lfe.  Dyer. 

TRUTH, 
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TRUTH. 

Truth  is  the  bond  of  union  among  faints. 

Mr.  David  Fernice^  in  ConverfatioHh 
Sometimes,  by  the  force  of  truth,  the  outer  door 
of  the  underftanding  is  broken  up;  while  the  inner 
door  of  the  will  remains  fad  bolted,  Bofion. 

Truth  does  not  depend  on  the  power,  wifdom,  or 
faithfulnefs  of  men:  but  remains  conftantly  th^ 
lame,  though  Peter  deny  and  Judas  betray. 

Mr.  Hitchin^  in  Converjationy  Feb.  6,  1770, 

TRUTH    AND    ERROR. 

Chrift:  compares  the  errors  of  the  Pharifees  to  lea-^ 
ven,  Whyfo^  Becaufe  of  its  fecret  mixture  with 
the  wholefome  bread.  You  do  not  make  your  bread 
all  of  leaven  ;  for  then  none  would  eat  it :  but  yoa 
mingle  it  fkilfuUy,  and,  by  that  means,  both  go 
down  together.  Thus  our  Lord  intimates,  that  the 
Pharifees  mixt  their  errors  with  many  truths ;  and 
therefore  direded  them  to  beware,  left,  with  the 
truths,  they  fwallowed  the  errors  alfo^ 

UNBELIEF. 

Unbelief  gives  a  da(h  to  the  glory  of  Chrift,  but 
not  to  our  falvation.  ^      Rutberfoord,  ' 

UNCONVERTED/ 

Whilft  thou  art. unconverted,  thy  body  is  but  thij 
living  coffin  of  a  dead  foul.  Ati&n. 

UNION    TO    CHRIST. 

Union  to  Chrift  may  be  conjGdered  either  "as  fe* 
cret  or  open.  God's  eledt  had  a  fecret  union  to 
Chrift,  from  all  eternity  :  for  they  were  chofen  in 
him,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world;  and  were, 
as  early,  bleffed  in  him,  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings; 
grace  was  given  to  them  in  hiin,  before  the  world 
began.'     On  account  of  this  union,  they  were  pre» 

ferved 
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ferved  in  him,  in  time,  notwithftanding  the  fall  of 
Adam  [for,  though  they  fell  from  the  image  of 
God,  they  did  not  fall  out  of  his  favour] :  they  were= 
reprefented  in  him  and  by  him,  when  he  was  crucifi- 
ed and  flain,  buried  and  rofe  again  i  whence  they  are 
laid  to  be  raifed  up  together  [with  him],  and  made 
to  fit  together,  in  heavenly  places,  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

Now,  this  fecret  union  to  Chrift,  becomes  open 
and  manifeft  in  converfion.  **  I  knew  a  man  in 
Chrift,"  fays  the  apoftle,  "  above  fourteen  years 
ago :"  meaning  himfelf,  who  was  converted  fo  many 
years  before  the  time  of  his  then  writing.  In  the  fame 
fenfe  are  we  to  underftandthofe  words  of  the  fame 
Apoftle,  where  he  fays,  that  "  Andronicus  and  Junia 
were  in  Chrift  before  him  :"  which  cannot  be  faid 
of  their  eleftion  in  Chrift,  and  foederal  relation  to 
him;  which  commenced  together.  With  refpeft 
to  thefe  things,  one  perfon  cannot  be  faid  to  be  in 
Chrift  before  another  :  but  one  man  may  be  con- 
verted before  another,  and  fo  appear  to  be  in  Chrift, 
before  the  other  does  y  which  is  what .  the  apoftle 
means.  Dr.  Gill. 

UNIVERSAL    REDEMPTION. 

Dr.  Owen's  argument  againft  univerfal  redemp- 
tion. , 

"  I  propofe,  to  the  univerfalifts,  this  dilemma. 

The  Father  propofed  his  wrath,  due  unto,  and 
Chrift  underwent  puniftiment  for,  either 

All  the  fin$  for  all  men ; 

Or,  all  the  fins  of  fome  men; 

Or,  fome  fins  of  all  men. 

If  the  laft,  then  all  men  have  fome  fins  to  anfwer 
for  i  and  fo  no  man  (hall  be  faved. 

If  the  fecond  (which  is  the  propofition  we  lay 
dowii  as  truth )j  then  Chrift,  in  their  ftead,  fuf- 
fered  fof  all  the  finS  of  all  the  eleft  in  the  whold 
worid.  If  the  firft,  why  are  not  all  freed  from  the 
pUni(hm6nf  dttd  unW    tbeii'    fins?'^   You  anfwer^ 

"  BecaUfd 
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«*  Becaufe  of  their  unbelief,"- 1  afk,  is  this  un- 
belief a  fin,  or  not  ?  If  hot,  why  (hould  they'bc  pu- 
niQiedforit?  If  it  be,  then  Ch^ift  fuffeied  the  (m- 
liilhnient  due  unto  .it,  or  hp  did  not;  If  he  di(^, 
\vhy  mu^  that  hinder ,  theip)  more  than  their  other 
lins  for  ifvhich  be  died  ^  If  he  did  not»  then  he  did 
ixo^  die  ifor  all  their  fins^      ,  ,  . 

Let  them  [i.  e.  the  Amiiaiatis]  take  Which  part 
they  pleafe*  .        , 

From  Mr.  SbtpparSs  AbridghnenfofDf.OaotHU 
"  Death  ^  t>taib  in  the  Death  of  Cbfifi:'^ 

UNPARDONABLE  SiN. 

,  He  that  fears  he  has  committed  the  fiii  again^the 
Holy  Ghoft,  may  be  certain  that  he  has  not  com- 
mitted it^  Dodd. 

■'[         tJNRJEGENERAtfl. 

Our  hearts,  by  nature,  are  like  the  load-ftone 
Which  rejfufet^  gold  and  pearls,  and  only  attradts  ruft 
and  iiron;  pdregenerate  people  fly  from  God  as  if 
they  were  afraid  0l  falvation.  Crippkgate  LeBmes. 
What  wife  man  would  bring  fiflies,  out  of  the 
Water,  to  feed  in  his  meaddws?  or  fend  his  oxen  to 
feed  in  the  fea?  As  little  are  the  unregenerate 
me^t  for  heaveii^  or  heaven  meet  ifor  them.  Bofton. 
,  An  Unregehiirate  inaii  is  equally  dead  to  God., 
whether  he  be  buried  in  a  fink  of  vi€e»  bt  under  a 
£iir  monument  of  iiatutal  virtue. 

CaufU  DohnaUj  in  Converfatum^  this  Day^  at  Clifton^ 
yijp^  II,  1775. 
An  unrenewed  perton,  while  yoii  {Jkafe  him,  re- 
iembles  the  fea-coafl  at  high  water :  all  the  filth, 
tkat  lies  beneath,  is  concealed  by  the  incumbent 
tide.  But  when  that  fame  perfon  is  tempted,  or 
provoked,  he  is  like  the  beach  at  low  water:  and 
the  rubbi(h,  and  ftones,  and  dead  dogsttud  cats,  be- 
come vifible  prefently; 

A  Remark  of  my  worthy  Friend^  the  late  fFilliam 
Lunelle  Efq. 
-Vot.IV.  (12.)  Hh  UNSXT- 
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UNSETTLEDNESS. 

Many  are  foon  engaged  in  holy  duties,  and  eafily 
pcrftiaded  to  take  up  a  profeffion  of  religion  ;  and  as 
eafily  perfuaded  to  lay  it  down  :  4ike  the  new  moon, 
which  (bines  a  little,  in  the  firft  part  of  the  night ; 
but  is  down,  before  half  the  night  is  over.      GumaO. 

Seek  for  an  eftabliflied  judgment  in  the  doftrinal 
truths  of  God.  Some  perfons  are  lo  unfettled,  that 
every  wind  blows  them  down,  like  lobfe  tiles  from 
the  houfc-to^.  Blind  zeal  is  foon  put  to  a  fliameful 
retreat ;  while  holy  refolution,  built  on  faft  princi- 
ples, lifts  up  its  head,  like  a  rock  in  the  midft  of  the 
waves.  ihid^ 

VICISSITUDE. 

Chrift's  children  nuift  not  ^expeA  always  to  lean 
upon  hisbofom.  He  fometimes  fetsthem  down  on 
the  cold,  frofty  fide  of  the  hill,  and  makes  them 
walk,  barefooted i  upon  thorns.  Yet  does  he  keep 
his  eye  of  love  upon  them,  all  the  while. — Our  pride 
muft  have  winter-weather,  to  rot  It.         Rutberfm'd. 

VOLUNTEERS. 

Other  finners  fefve  the  Devil  for  pay ;  but  curfers 
and  fwearcrs  are  volunteers  [who  get  nothing  for 
their  pains].  .  Bvftmi. 

W  A  I  T  I  N  G. 

Wait  for  Chrifl:'s  appearing.  He  fliall  come,  as 
certainly  as  the  morning;  as  refrefbing,  as  the  rain. 

micox. 

Wait  patiently  on  God,  it  is  becoming  of  a  duti- 
ful child,  when  he  hath  fiot  prefently  what  he  writes 
for  to  his  father,  to  fay,  «*  My  father  is  wifer  than  T  j 
his  own  wifdom  will  tell  him,  what  and  when  to 
fend  to  me.**  Oh,  ChriftianJ.  thy  heavenly  Father 
Imth  gracious  reafons^  which  hold  his  hands  for  the 
prefent;  orelfetbou  h^d'ft  heard  from  him  ere 
now.  GunialL 

WAtCH- 
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WATCHFULNESS. 

A  believer's  watchfulnefs  is  fomewhat  like  that  of 
a  foldicr  on  guard.  A  centinel,  potted  on  the  w^lls, 
when  he  difcovers  an  hoftile  party  advancing^  does 
not  attempt  to  make  bead  againft  them  himfelf ;.  but 
informs  his  commanding  officer  of  the  enemy's  ap* 
proach,  and  leaves  him  to  take  the  proper  meafures 
.  to  repel  the  foe.  So  the  Chriftian  does. not. attempt 
to  fight  temptation  in  his  own  ftrengtb  :  his  watch** 
fuln^fs  lies  in  obferving  its  approax:h,  and  in  telling 
God  of  it,  by  prayer. 

Mr.  Tozer^  in  Converfation^  Die.  1,  1769* 

WALKING. 

He  that  would  walk  aright,  muft  have  one  eye 
upward  to  Jefus  Chrift;  and  another  inward,  to  the 
corruption  of  hi?  own  nature.  Bqfton, 

WEAKNESS. 

It  is  an  advantage,  not  a  difcouragemejot,  :to  be 
weak  in  ourfelves.  When  a  bucket  is  empty,  it  can 
be  the  better  filled  out  of  the  ocean.  MantOH. 

WEAK    FAITH.'       ,1. 

It  may  be,  thou  art  a  poor,  tre^nbling  foul: .  thy 
faith  is  weak,  and  thy  alfaults  froa;!  .Satan,  ftrdfigf; 
thy  corruptions  great,  and  thy  ftrength  iittl^ ;  fo 
that  in  thy  opinion^  they  rather  gain  ground  on  thy 
grace,  than  give  ground  to  it :  yea,  every  now  and 
then,  thou  art  apt  to  dread,  that  thou  (halt,,  one 
day,  be  call  as  a  wreck  on  the  Devil's  (hore.  And 
yet,  to  this  day,  thy  grace  lives.  [Thou  art  ftill 
longing,  panting,  defirin^  wiQiing,  and  groaning 
for  God.]  Is  it  not  worth  while  to  turn  and  fee  this 
ftrange  fight  ?  A  broken  fliip,  with  mafts  and  hull 
rent  and  torn,  full  of  leaks,  yet  towed  along  by  al* 
mighty  power,  through  a  tempeftuous  fea  (nor  tern* 
peftuous  onlyj  but  thick  fet  with  armadas  of  fins, 
H  h  2  afHi&ions, 
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affliAions,  doubts,  and  temptations},  fafely  into 
God*s  harbour !  To  fee  a  poor  rufli  candle,  in  the 
face  of  the  boifterous  winds,  and  liable  to  the  fre- 
quent daihes  of  quenching  waves,  yet  not  blown 
out !  In  a  word,  to  fee  a  weak  ftripling  in  grace 
held  up  in  God's  arms,  until  all  enemies  are  under 
his  feet !  This  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  mar- 
vellous in  our  eyes.  GurnalL 

It  is  firom  the  devil,  that  weak  Chriftians  make  a 
rack  to  themfelves,  of  the  attainments  of  the  ftrong: 
and  to  yield  to  this  temptation,  is  as  unreafonable, 
as  for  a  child  to  difpute  away  his  relation  to  his  £i« 
ther,  becaufe  he  is  not  of  the  fame  flature  with  his 
elder  brethren.  Bofim. 

A  foul  may  truly  go  to  Chrift,  though  with  a 
trembling  heart  j  and  may  truly  receive  Chrift, 
though  with  a  trembling  hand. 

Pikis  and  Haywaris  Cafes  cf  Cmjcience^ 

God  may  fometimes  communicate  lefs  of  his  affift- 
ing  ftrength,  that  he  may  (hew  the  more  of  his  fup- 
porting  rcrength,  in  upholding  weak  grace.    GwmalL 

WEALTH. 

Oh,  that  ever  fo  rich  an  heirefs,  as  the  foul  of  man, 

fliould  run  away  with  fo  fervile  a  thing  as  money  is, 

or  give  the  leaft  confent  to  a  match  fo  far  below  her 

.  birth  and  breeding !  Arrowfmith. 

Wealth  is  an  acccffary  good,  but  no  neceffary  blef- 
fing.  A  Chriftian  may  be  completely  happy  with- 
out it.  iiid. 

Wealth  and  worldly  pofleffions  are  ofiten  an  hurt 
and  fore  pull-back  to  Chriftian  profeflbrs :  like  fome 
foldiers,  who,  when  they  once  meet  with  a  rich 
booty  at  the  facking  of  TOne  town,  are  fpoiled  for 
fighting  ever  after.  GurnalL 

WEEPING. 
Chrift  fufFers  his  loving  and  beloved  people  to 
weep;  becaufe  there  is  nothing  better  in  this  life, 

than 
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than  an  heart  afflided  for  the  fake  of  Chrift :  nor 
does  any  th^ng  prepare  us  more  for  the  vliitation^ 
and  graces  of  oi^r  blefled  Saviour,  than  thofe  tears 
which  flow  frotn  our  grief  at  the  heavenly,  bride- 
groom's abfence,  and  from  our  ardent  deHre  to  pof- 
Jtk  him.  Man/.  §lueJneL 

W  I  C  K  E  D    M  E  N. 

The  wicked  dwell  more  on  the  faults  of  God's 
i:hildren,  thaa  on  their  graces :  as  the  flies  fettle  on 
aibre  place;  ^nd  as  vultures  fly  over  the  gardens  of 
jdelight,  to  pitch  on  a  carrion.  JDr,  Manton. 

We  ffiould  not  be  with  wifked  men,  as  thjeir  com.- 
jjanioijs,  b»t  phyficians..  jinon, 

W    I    S    P    O    M. 

Talfe  God  into  thy  counfel,  J^caven  overlooks 
llcU.  ^  Gurnall. 

Among  men,  a  little  fcience  will  make  a  great 
(hew:  but  he  only  is  wife,  ip  pod's  efteem,  who  is 
wjfe  unto  falyatioii.  4rr(npfantb. 

WISH; 

Seeing  the  faints  muft  have  a  Devil,  to  keep  them 
waking;  I  wiih  for  a  troublefome  Pevil,  rather  than 
fbr  a  fecure  and  ileepy  one.  Rytherfoord. 

WORKS  IN  PART. 
Wh^t  grofl^r  ^ontradiftion  can  you  conceive, 
than  to  confefs  yourfelf  guilty,  and  to  implore  par* 
don,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  you  cherifh  an  hope  of 
being  favourably  regarded  on  your  own  account  ? 
For,  to  implore  pardon,  implies,  that  you  lie  at  the 
feet  of  mercy,  without  arf^  plea,  but  what  is  entirely 
drawn  from  God  himfelf :  whereas,  to  truft  in  yoi^r 
pwn  obedience,  or  virtue,  as  aco-adjutorwith  Cl^rift, 
certainly  implies  a  very  high  degree  of  worth  in  what 
proceeds  from  yoyrfelf.  Venn. 

Hh3  Ac. 
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According  to  this  fcheme  [viz.  of  acceptance  with 
God  on  the  footing  of  works  in  part*],  you  make  the 
glorious  Redeemer  undertake  our  ranlom  only  to  ren- 
der our  deficient  duties  meritorious,  dnd  our  fins 
inofTenGve,  You  make  his  Cnlefe  life,  his  merito- 
rious death,  and  his  mediatorial  undertakings,  ferve 
no  otner  purpofc,  than  that  of  a  mere  pedeftal,  on 
which,  human  worth  may  (land  exalted,  and  appear 
what  it  is  not.  According  to  this  fcheme,  thepar- 
tJon  of  rebels  againft  the  Moft  High,  and  the  recep- 
tion of  leprous  finners  into  the  bofom  of  heaven, 
are  owing  to  the  works  of  our  own  hands,  and  to  the 
virtues  of  our  own  character,  in  conjunftion  with 
Chrift.  Now,  what  greater  affront  can  be  offered  to 
that  divine  goodnefs,  which  interpofed  to  fave  us 
when  we  were  loft,  than  thus  to  divide  the  caufe  of 
our  [juftification  and  falvation]  between  Chrift  and 
ourfelves,  ibid. 

WORKS    BEFORE    GRACE. 

We  are  apt  to  fuppofe,  that  -God  is  fuch  an  one 
as  ourfelves.  If  we  with  to  enjoy  the  patronage  of 
a  great  man,  we,  very  naturally,  think,  we  muft  fay 
or  do  fomething  that  may  acquire  his  efteem,  and 
recommend  us  to  his  notice.  Thus  would  we  alfo 
treat  with  God :  when,  alas !  the  plain  truth  is,  we 
can  have,  and  fay,  and  do,  nothing  that  he  ap- 
proves, until  he  himfelf  gives  it  of  his  free  grace,  and 
works  it  in  us  by  his  fpiri^.  Coh  Gallatin^  Oil.  19, 
1769, 

WORLD. 

I  could  not  help  being  affefted  with  that  noble 
paflage  in  a  Chriftian  writer ;  "  If  all  the  enjoyments 
in  the  world  were  to  be  fold  together  in  one  lot, 
they  would  not  be  worth  even  the  labour  of  a  man's 
opening  his  piouth,  to  fay,  I  will  not  buy  them.'* 

Arrowfmithu 
Time 
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^  Time  was,  when  Satan- fhewed  our  Saviour  di\  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world,  and  the  glory  of  them.  Oh, 
Chriftian!  if  ever  the  world  appear  to  thee  tempt- 
ingly glorious,  fufpcd  it  for  pne  of  Satan's  difco- 
veries.  O^U. 

As  for  thofe  faints,  whofe  wings  are  ftill  fomewhat 
closed  with  the  bird-lime  of  the  world  ;  let  them 
canfider,  how  ill  it  becomes  the  offspring  of  heaven 
to  go  iicl^ing  up  the  duft  of  this  earth ;  the  woman's 
feed,  to  content  itfelf  with  the  food  of  the  fei:- 
pent*    ,  ^  i6M. 

The  creatures,  like  deceitful  dreams,  f^-uftrate  the 
thirfty  traveller's  expedation.  They  delude  u§, 
(like  the  monument  of  Semiramis)  with  many  a  pro,- 
jnifing  motto,  as  if  they  would  give  us  peace  and  eafe 
of  heart:  butj  when  we  come  to  loojc  within,  in- 
ftpad  of  contentment,  they  afford  us  nothing  but 
conviftion  of  our  folly  in  expeding  fat isfaft ion  from 
tlipm,  or  from  any  thing  (hort  of  God.  ii?iJ. 

As  Jonah's  gourd  withered  in  the  morning,  wheu 
he  hoped  for  mod  benefit  by  it  againfl  the  enfuing 
heat  of  the  day  5  fo  the  bleffings  of  this  world  ,  fre- 
quently wither,  when  we  exped  to  find  moft  frefh- 
nefs  in  them,  and  to  receive  moft  refreshment  from 
them.  iiici. 

We  muft  not  esfpeft  more  from  any  thing  than 
God  hath  put  into  it.  He  never  intended  to  put  the 
virtue  of  foul-fatisfying,  into  any  mere  creature  :.but 
hath  refervedto  himfelf.  Son,  and  Spirit,  the  power 
of  fatisfying  the  fouls  of  men,  of  contenting  and 
making  thfem  happy,  as  a  principal  branch  of  his  own 
divine  prerogative.  To  fuch  as  exped  it  elfewhere, 
that  perfon  or  thing  they  rely  upon,  may  fay  to  them, 
as  Jacob  to  Rachel,  Am  I  in  God's  ftead.  ibid. 

When  the  wprldly-wife  have  dived  into  the  bot- 
tom of  nature*s  fea,  inftead  of  coming  up  laden  with 
pearls  of  price,  they  return  with  nothing  but  hand- 
fulls  of  fliells  and  gravel.  ibid. 

H  h  4  The 
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'The  two  fons  of  the  firft  man  carried  in  theit 
names  a  memorandum  of  what  they  and  their  pof- 
terity  were  to  expeft.  Cain  (igniiies  pofleflion :  and 
Abel  fignifies  vanity,  or  emptinefe-  All  worldly  pof- 
fei&ons  are,  at  once,  empty  and  v^ni(hing;  UAfatif- 
ikftory  while  they  continue,  and  liable  to  a  ipeedy 
decay.  ibid. 

As,  when  an  army  of  men  come  to  drinl^  at  fome 
mighty  river,  there  is  no  want,  but  iall  gp  fatisfied 
away^  whereas,  had  they  come  to  a  paltry  brook, 
they  wopld  not  have  found  water  enough  to  quienck 
the  thirft  of  each :  fb,' created  things  are  narrow 
brooks^  or,  rather,  broken  ciC^rns ;  from  which  im- 
mortal fouls  cannot  but  returji  smpty,  diflatisfied, 
and  difappointed.  But  Chrift  hath  a  river  of  love 
and  joy  and  peace,  whereof  he  gives  his  followers  tp 
drink ;  and,  drinking  whereof,  they  are  eafy,  fafc, 
and  h4ppy.         '       ■  .      .  ,  ^^^^ 

^e  the  vanity  of  th^  world,  and  the  confumptioh 

that  is  upon  all  things ;  and  love  nothing  but  Chrift. 

'  fVikox, 

The  world  \yill  be  burnt  up,  in  the  day  of  Chrift'-s 
appearance.  And  why  Ihoiild'  night-dreams,  and 
day-(hadows,and  water-froth,  and  May-flowers,  run 
away  with  your  heart  in  the  mean  while?  When  we 
com?  to  the  water  fide,  and  fet  our  foot  in  the  boat, 
and  enter  on  the  river  of  death,  we  (hall  wonder  at 
our  part  foily!  Riaberfoord. 

Eartli,  earth  is  what  \yorldly  mcfxi  never  think  they 
have  enoijgh'of,  }intil  death  comes  and  ftops  theit 
mouth  with  a  ifhovelful  of  earth  digged  out  of  their 
own  grave.       '  ' '  ^    GnrhalK 


YOUNG     CONVERTS.         ^ 

Glowing^  of  a6e£lion  are  ufually  wrought  in  yqung 
converts,  who  are,  ordinarily,  made  to  fmg  in  the  day 

■•.'•■"•  •■     •  "      -    -      •     of 
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of  their  youth,  Hof^  ii.  14.  While  the  iire-edge  is 
upon  ^he  young  cpnvert,  he  looks  vipon  others,  re* 
putcd  to  be  godly  %  and  not  finding,  in  them,  fucha 
[lively]  temper  and  difpofition,  as  in  himfelf,  he  is 
ready  to  cenfure  them,  and  to  think  that  there  is  far 
lefs  relj^on  in  the  world  than  indeed  there  is.  But, 
when  his  own  cup  comes  to  fettle  below  the  brim, 
and  he  finds  that  in  himielf,  which  made  him  quef- 
tion  the  date  of  others,  he  is  more  humbled,  and 
feels,  more  and  more,  the  neceffity  of  daily  recourfe 
to  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  pardon,  and  to  the  ipirit 
bfChriftfor  fan&ification:  and  thus  grows  down* 
wards  in  humiliation,  felf-lothing,  and  telf-denial. 


ZEAL. 

Young  zeal,  and  old  knowledge,  make  that  Chrif- 
tian  both  happy  and  ufeful,  in  whom  they  meet. 


CHRISTIANITY 


CHRISTIANITY  REVERSED:. 

A  New  Office  of  hiiiatien^  for  qtlTouth  of  the^uperi(^ 
Clafs,  Being  a  SwgfmaQ  cf  i^ord  Ckefterfield'$ 
Creed. 

I  Believe,  that  this  worid  b  the  objeft  of  my  faopet 
uA  morals;   and  that  the  iktJe  prettiocflcs   of 
life  will  anfwer  all  the  ends^  of  human  exifteiuie. . 

I  believe,  that  we  arc  to  fucceed  in  all  things,  by 
\ht  graces  of  civility,  and  attention  ;  that  there  is  no 
fin,  but  againfl  good  manners;  and  that  all  religion 
aod  Virtue  coaiift  in  outward  appearance. 

I  believe,  that  all  women  are  children,  and  all  men 
£90!$ ;  pKcept  a&w  cunning  people,  who  fee  through 
the  reft,  and  make  their  ufe  of  them. 

1  believe,  that  hypocrify,  fornication,  and  adultery, 
are  within  the  lines  of  morality:  that* a  woman  may 
be  honourable  when  ihe  has  loft  her  honour,  and 
virtuous  when  (he  has  loft  her  virtue. 

This,  and  whatever  elfe  is  neceffary  to  obtain  my 
own  ends,  and  bring  me  into  repute,  I  refolve  to  fol- 
low ;  and  to  avoid  all  moral  offences :  fuch  as 
fcratching  my  head  before  company,  fpitting  upon 
the  floor,  and  omitting  to  pick  up  a  lady's  fan.  And 
in  this  perfuafion  I  will  perfevere,  without  any  regard 
to  the  refurredtion  of  the  body  or  the  life  everlafting. 
Amen. 

Queft.  Wilt  thou  be  initiated  into  thefe  prin- 
ciples } 

.  AnC  That  is  my  inclination. 
•  Queft.  Wilt  thou  keep  up  to  the   rules  of  tlic 
Cheflerfield  morality? 

Anfw.  I  will,  Lord  Chefterfield  being  my  admo- 
niili^. 

Then 
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Then  the  Ofl&ciator  fhall  fay, 

.Niime  this  child. 

Anfw.  A  fine  gentleman. 

Then  he  (hall  fay, 

•*  I  introduce  thee  to  the  world^  the  fiefli  and  the 
devil,  that  thou  mayeft  triumph  over  all  awkward »- 
ii€rfe, '  and  grow  xip  in  all  politenefs  j  that  thou  mayeft 
be  acceptable  to  the  ladies,  celebrated  for  refined 
.  breeding,  able  to  fpeak  French  and  read  Italian,  in- 
veft«llvith  fome  public  fupsernumerary  charadcriu  a 
foreign  court,  get  into  parliament  (perhaps  into  the 
privy  council),  and  that,  when  thou  art  dead,  the 
letters  written  to  thy  baftards  may  be  publifhed,  ia 
feven  editions,  for  the  inftruftioncrf all  fobcrfamiliesu 

"  Yeare  to  take  care,  that  this  child^  when  he  is  of 
a  proper  age,  be  brought  to  court,  to  be  confirmed*^ 


A  Sketch  of  Modem  Female  Education. 

FROM  the  prefent  mode  of  female  educationr, 
one  would  really  i«iagine,  that  the  people  of 
England  were  Turks,  and  did  not  believe  that  their 
daughters  have  fouls. 

A  lady  of  faljiion,  if  (he  knows  not  God,  ufuaUy 
brings  up  a  daughter  in  the  following  ftyle.  Little 
ftiifs,  almoft  as  foonas  born,  is  (it  may  be)  fo  ftrait- 
ened  and  pinched  up  in  her  drefs  (under  pretence 
of  giving  her  a  fine  (hape),  that  her  health,  and  per- 
haps her  (hape  itfelf,  are  materially  the  worfe  for  it, 
during  life. 

As  fucceeding  weeks  and  months  roll  on,  her  coo- 
ftitution  receives  ftill  farther  detriment,  by  the  per- 
jiicious  kindnefs  of  a  too  delicate  and  tender  method 
of  treatment.  The  nurfery  muft  always  be  over 
Jieated  in  order  to  be  well  aired.  Mifs*  muft  never 
be  dreft,  nor  undreft,  but  before  a  large  fire.  Nor 
b^ve  her  hands  and  face  walhed  but  in  warm  mitk 

and 
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and  water,  correAed  with  cider  flowers  oi-  with  a  der 
coAion  of  tanfcy.  Nor  on  any  pretence  be  carMbd, 
(sycept  whep  the  fun  fliines,  out  of  the  houfe. 

AJt  four  or  f^vc  years  old,  (he  is  taught  to  enter- 
tain £dfe  ideas  of  her  owa  importance.  Her 
mamma  will  not  let  her  foe  contradided.  If  fl^e  fall 
into  a  paffion  flie  muft  be  foothed  and  humoured ; 
not  to  fay,  applauded  as  a  child  of  ipirit.  If  (be  in* 
vents  a  falfehood,  the  dear  little  creature^  inftead  of 
being  puniflied  as  (he  deferves^  is  kifie4  ^d  copfi* 
mended  for  her  wit. 

By  degrees,  (he  begins  to  coniider  herfeif  as  fomtr 
ed  of  more  refined  materials,  and  caft  in  a  more  ekr 
gant  mould,  than  the  generality  of  other  peoj^e, 
She  is  ftruck  with  the  love  of  pomp  and  equipage* 
Grows  haughty  and  infolent  to  the  fervants.  Valuer 
herfelf  upon  drefs,  and  admires  the  reflc Aioji  of  her 
own  face  in  thelooking-glafs. 

At  fix  or  feven  years  of  age,  (he  looks  over  her 
papa  and  mamma,  when  they  play  at  cards ;  and  mi'fs 
has  fome  idea  of  gaming,  before  (be  is  thoroughly 
verfed  in  her  A.  B.  C- 

In  due  feafon,  the  care  of  her  head  is  compriitted 
toafrifeur;  a  Monfieur  Ic  PuiF,  from  Paris.  Her 
head-piece  is  alfo  carefully  cultivated  by  the  milliner^ 
and  the  jeweller;  who  decorate,  with  feftoons,  the 
pyramid  which  the  frifeur  has  raifed,  Pjsrhaps  thfe 
little  pullet  ((hall  I  call  her,  or  chicken)  fuddenly 
ereds  herfelf  into  a  gigantic  peahen,  by  tufting  the 
pyramid  with  plumes  half  a  yard  high. 

But  what  is  a  fuperb  roof,  without  a  well  fur- 
niihed  front ;  fwayed  by  this  confideration,  (he  ber 
gins  to  pencil  her  eye-brows,  and  to  alSume  an  ar- 
tificial complexion.  But  let  her  not  enamel.  Let 
her  alfo  abftain  from  colouring  her  neck,  her  breaft, 
and  arms,  left  fhe  fall  a  martyr  to  white  lead,  and 
kill  herfelf  in  a  few  months,  as  fome  ladies  of  fsSh\ot\ 
have  done  before. her.  That  mifs  may  b^  thoroxighly 
accomplUhed  from  head  to  foot,  the  ^id  qf  a  foreign 

dancing 
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dancing  mafter  is  called  in,  A  French  governefs 
teaches  her  the  language  of  that  country,  ere  (he  i^ 
^ell  miftrefs  of  her  own,  and  perhaps  poifons  her 
mind  with  popery  into  the  bargain.  An  Italian  in- 
flruds  her  on  the  guitar.  And  a  finging  mafter  at 
leaft  teaches  her  to  fqueak,  if  ihe  cannot  fing.  She 
has  alfo  to  attend  her  a  monfter  unheard  of  till  now^ 
called  a  card  tutor,  that  (he  may  know  how  to  cheat 
with  a  genteel  grace,  when  file  goes  .  into  polite 
company. 

By  this  time,  I  take  for  granted,  (he  is  a  perfeft 
adept  in  feveral  fmaller,  but  not  unneceffary,  em- 
bellilliments,  which  the  late  lord  Chefterfield  would 
have  called  female  graces.  Such  as  to  lifp,  to  mince 
fome  words,  and  to  be  utterly  unable  to  pronounce 
fome  letters,  to  be  extremely  near  lighted,  to  tofs^ 
the  fan  with  elegance,  to  manage  the  fnuff-box  ac^ 
cording  to  art,  to  kifs  a  lap  dog  with  delicacy,  to 
languish  with  propriety,  and  be  juft  ready,  on  fome 
occafions,  to  faint  away  judicioufly. 

And  now  for  routes,  balls,  operas,  public  gardens, 
mafquerades,  card  parties,  ridottos,  and  theatres. 
In  a  word,  for  every  dilTipation  that  can  exhauft 
money,  ftifle  refleftion,  kill  time,  gratify  the  luft  of 
the  eye,  and  feed  the  pride  of  life. 

Amidft  all  this  profufion,  if  mifs  does  not  inherit 
what  is  called  a  great  fortune,  (he  may  pofliibly  lie 
upon  hands,  and  die  at  laft  without  changing  her 
name.  But  if  (he  be  entitled  to  an  dpulent  eftate, 
it  may  fell  her  to  fome  rake  of  diftinftion  ;  and  they 
may  live  together  without  quarrelling,  about  three 
days ;  and  prove  faithful  to  each  other,  for  near  a 
week.  I  mean  (he  may  marry  a  rake  of  diftinftion, 
if  (he  do  not  previoufly  fteal  a  flying  march  to  Scot- 
land, with  her  father's  butler,  or  valet  de  chambre, 
or  the  frifeur  above-mentioned.  In  which  ca(e,  the 
difappointcd  rake  of  diftindion  mufthunt  for  a  wife 
elfewhere. 

When 
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When  the  young  lady  becomes  a  mother,  (he  gives 
her  children  an  education  fimilar  to  what  rtie  received 
from  her  own  mamma.  And  thus  the  world  goes 
round  !  Thus  do  unconverted  people  tread  the  fame 
circle,  one  after  another  !  This  is  their  fooliflmefs, 
and  their  pofterity  praife  their  faying,  and  walk  in 
the  fame  fteps,  imtil  they  drop  into  hell,  one  by  one. 
Difmal  prelude  to  their  meeting  each  other  at 
Cbrift's  left  hand,  in  the  day  of  judgment  1 

I  (hould  have  obferved,  in  its  due  place,  that 
mifs  t¥Ould  have  been  carried  within  the  walls  of  the 
church,  a  few  weeks  after  (he  was  born,  if  the  cler- 
gyman had  not  been  fent  for,  to  chriften  her  at  home. 
She  would  alfo  have  gone  to  church  on  her  weddii^- 
day,  but  for  one  or  other  of  the  following  circum- 
ftances,  Suppo(ing  (he  takes  a  trip  to  Jicotland, 
going  to  church  on  the  occalion  is  out  of  the  quef- 
tion.  And,  if  (he  marry  with  her  parents' confent, 
it  is  ten  to  one,  but  that  the  ceremonyis  performed  in 
her  mamma's  drawing-room,  by  fpeclal  licence. — 
1  muft  add,  that  (he  would  certainly  fee  the  infide  of 
a  church,  once  a  year  (to  wit,  after  every  lying-in) J 
if  it  were  not  the  fa(hion  among  people  of  quality  to 
be  chambered,  inftead  of  churched,  by  having  the 
thankfgiving-(ervice  read  in  their  own  refpeftive 
apartments.  And  thus  perhaps,  mifs  never  enters 
the  houfe  of  God,  until,  at  her  interment,  (be  is 
carried  iij^  feet  foremoft. 


IMPORTANT 


IMPORTANT   REMARKS. 

IS  it  not  ftrahge,  that  ttmhy  talk  of  keq^iftgGod^i 
commandments,  and  never  femembefj  tbskt^ 
this  is  the  commandment  ©f  God^  that  we  fhduld 
believe  in  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chriftj  ahd 
love  one  another  ? 

How  many  think  of  rearing  up  a  building,  whofc 
top  Ihall  reach  heaven  itfelf  j  and  quite  forget  to  lay 
their  foundation  upon  the  rock,  Chrift  Jefus  ! 

What  numbers  talk  oF  repentance ;  and  never  re- 
pent of  the  greateft  of  all  lins,  unbelief! 

Though  it  is  aflerted  in  Scripture,  that,  by  the 
deeds  of  the  law,  no  fiefh  fliall  be  juftified ;  yet  how 
many,  profeffing  Chriftianity,  expedt  to  be  juftified 
no  other  way ! 

Though  the  intent  of  the  law  is,  to  be  as  a  fcbool- 
mafter,  to  lead  us  unto  Chrift ;  yet  many  make  no 
'other  ufe  of  it,  than  to  fubftitute  it  in  the  room 
of  Chrift. 

Though  God  has  given  us  the  righteoufnefs  of 
his  Son,  to  be  the  garment  of  falvation  ;  yet,  what 
multitudes  think  their  own  righteoufnefs  is  much 
fafer  to  wrap  themfelves  in,  and  trample  the  true 
wedding  robe  under  their  feet  I  - 

Though  remiffion  of  fins  is  preachdS  through  the 
alone  blood  of  Jefus;  yet,  too  many  believe  their 
fins  (hall  be  remitted  by  fome  other  means^  and 
thus  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  gofpel  found. 

Thoufands  cry  peace,  peace,  to  their  own  fouls ; 
who  never  obtained  peace  by  Jefus  Chrift :  and 
think  no  more  of  peace  through  his  death,  than 
through  that  of  Julius  Cafar.  But  will  fuch  felf- 
^flfumed   peace  ftand  at  the  bar  of  God  ? 

Though  the- Scripture  faith.  That  witht)ut  faith 
it  is  impoffible  to  pleafe  God  ;  yet,  many  think  thev 

fh' 
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Ihall  pleafe  hinl  very  well,  whhotit  troubling  thchf 
heads  abotit  £nth  at  all,  ttnlefs  it  be  to  fpeak  evU 
of  it. 

Though  Chrift  if  the  v^ifdom  ftfid  the  |>owc^.  of 
God,  and  the  end  of  the  law,  for  rigbteouiners,  tor 
every  one  that  believethi  yet^  to  many,  he  is  nothing 
but  a  ftumbling-block,  and  mere  foolUhnefs; 

Neverthelefs,  to  yoB^  that  believe^  he  is  pre^ 
ciow4 
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